
 

 

 

 

 
New ORPHEUS publication: Get up Stand up 

 

POLITICISATION AND YOUTH WORK 

 

“Children and young people are experts in their lives, those who see, hear and 

experience things. Youth welfare workers engage with them or support them in 

making injustice visible, finding words and seeking a voice.” 

Politicisation is a word that has long been at the top of the dictionary of the 

department of Social Work at Arteveldehogeschool. The starting point is 

summarised as follows: ”All children & young people should have a place where 

they can express themselves. They are often dismissed as too young, too 

inexperienced. They need to be heard. If they are old enough to drive a car, for 

example, they are also old enough to speak up.“ 

While lecturers have been studying the backgrounds and theoretical frameworks, 

students have been carrying out action 

research as part of their bachelor's project 

on various politicising practices, mainly in 

youth work and youth welfare. 

Based on all that research, Bart Van 

Bouchaute, Reyhan Gorgoz and Peter 

Cristiaensen, lecturers in social work, wrote 

GET UP STAND UP in cooperation with Uit 

De Marge, the support centre for youth 

work and youth policy with children and 

young people in a socially vulnerable 

situation.  

 

It became a book "full of examples of  youth  politicisation", written for youth 

workers and anyone who wants to work with young people in a committed way:  

Young people regularly encounter situations they consider to be unjust. They often 

do not know how to react. Things pass without consequence or even without being 

noticed. But once in a while anger leads to a reaction — an action, with or without 

the help of friends or from youth workers. When children or young people affect 

society by expressing their grievances, we call this 'politicisation'. 

 



 

 

 

 

Uit de Marge organised a conference in cooperation with Arteveldehogeschool 
UAS on Thursday 28 of April: 'Politicising in youth welfare work'. The book GET UP 
STAND UP was presented on this occasion. In the morning, Ghent youth welfare 
organisations showcased various inspiring practices and stories. In the afternoon 

there was a variety of workshops and debates. The conference wase closed with a 

powerful slam on politicising by Jurgen Kappner. 

The publication GET UP STAND UP (for now only in Dutch) illustrates how 

politicizing can be much more than just launching a street campaign. How you 

can 'demand' change, but also 'create' change. What the most important questions 

are when a youth work organisation wants to start politicising in their 

organisations. And what you might bump into. The publication will soon be available 

on the ORPHEUS website, in English and French as well.  

The book was produced within the framework of the Interreg project ORPHEUS 

and can therefore be distributed free of charge. The publication in Dutch can also 

be downloaded at: www.arteveldehogeschool.be/onderzoek/mens-en-

samenleving/get-up-stand-up 

 

 
 


