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About Crash Ensemble

Crash Ensemble is Ireland’s leading new music ensemble; a group of world-class musicians who
play the most adventurous, ground-breaking music of today.

Crash is innovative, adventurous and ambitious.

Led by cellist and Artistic Director, Kate Ellis and Principal Conductor, Ryan McAdams, the
ensemble commissions, collaborates, explores, investigates and experiments with a broad
spectrum of music creators and artistic collaborators: ‘We love to innovate, with quality always
at the heart of everything we do. We are passionate about the music we play. We create
experiences; exploring new ways of presenting music and bringing our audiences on new
adventures. Community for us is key – our community inspires us to create and experiment
more. We value our audiences and our connection with them.’

Crash perform both in Ireland and internationally. The ensemble’s music is available on their
own label, Crash Records and they have recordings on Nonesuch, Cantaloupe, NMC, Ergodos
and Bedroom Community labels.

Many well-known artists from diverse musical backgrounds have performed with the ensemble;
Terry Reily, Gavin Friday, Dawn Upshaw, Diamanda La Berge Dramm, Julie Feeney, Lisa
Hannigan, Íarla Ó Lionáird (The Gloaming), Bryce Dessner (The National), Richard Reed Parry
(Arcade Fire), Sam Amidon and Beth Orton.

As well as performing throughout Ireland, Crash regularly perform internationally, with
appearances in the last few years at the Edinburgh International Festival, The Royal Opera
House (London), The Barbican (London), Carnegie Hall (NYC) The John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts (Washington DC), Virginia Tech (Virginia), GAIDA Festival (Lithuania) and
residencies at The Huddersfield Contemporary Music festival (UK) and Princeton University
(NJ).

Crash Ensemble is strategically funded by the Arts Council of Ireland, is a resident ensemble at the
National Concert Hall in Dublin, Ireland and at Kilkenny Arts Festival, Ireland.

Crash Ensemble, an Irish new-music collective with international cachet and
considerable chops.  -The Washington Post



What We Do
We’re Crash, Ireland’s leading new music ensemble.

Mission
Crash Ensemble is Ireland’s leading new-music ensemble, a group of world-class
musicians who present the most adventurous new-music, performed to the highest
standards in a challenging, entertaining and accessible way throughout the world.

Vision
Crash Ensemble will be one of the leading contemporary music ensembles in the
world. We will perform dynamic and innovative work to the highest standards to the
widest possible audiences internationally, pushing the boundaries of what an ensemble
can do.

Purpose
● Performing music by composers; Irish, international, acclaimed and

up-and-coming, to the highest standards.
● Broadening the repertoire available to Irish audiences, presenting work

unperformed in Ireland.
● Broadening the audience for new-music in Ireland and the profile of Irish

new-music internationally.
● Creating world-class, challenging, entertaining and accessible events.
● Commissioning new work.
● Collaborating with culturally relevant artists.
● Recording and creating a legacy beyond live performance.
● Supporting Irish composers and musicians.

Values
Excellence: Outstanding performances from exemplary musicians. Excellence across
the organisation in all that we do.

Inspiration: We will be leaders in our field, offering new perspectives and be original in
our thinking in our practice.

Inclusion: Broadening audiences to everyone who loves music and the arts. Promoting
inclusivity, equality and diversity across our organisation.

Innovation: Continuously challenging the status quo we will initiate cutting-edge
projects that inspire and engage audiences and gain international recognition.

Collaboration and community: We foster relationships with musicians, artists, partners,
presenters, stakeholders, audiences and the broader music and arts communities in a
spirit of openness and respect, recognising all as essential to the environment in which
we exist.



Crash Ensemble is core-funded through the Arts Council’s Strategic Funding strand,
and is also grant-aided by Dublin City Council, in addition to artistic income. Crash
Ensemble is resident ensemble at the National Concert Hall in Dublin and at Kilkenny
Arts Festival.

Organisation Structure

The company currently employs one full-time and four part-time staff:
● CEO (full-time)
● Artistic Director (part-time)
● Producer/Concerts Manager (part-time)
● Production Manager (part-time)
● Audio Producer (part-time)

The role of Community & Marketing Manager reports directly to the CEO of Crash. On
a day-to-day basis the Community & Marketing Manager works very closely with the
CEO and Artistic Director.

Ensemble musicians and a number of other team roles are covered on a freelance basis
subject to activities.

About the Position

Terms and conditions of employment
● Position will include a six-month probationary period.
● Position is offered on a part-time basis (18.75 hours per week - hours can be

flexible but ideally should be worked over a 5-day period in line with the
organisation’s programme of work).

● Hybrid working option with 1/ 2 days per week at the office. Evening/weekend
work will be required in line with our performance programme.

● The position holds an annual leave entitlement of 10 days.

Salary
The salary scale for this role is circa €18,000 - €20,000 per annum for 18.75 hours per
week. The final salary will be commensurate with the experience of the successful
candidate.
Relocation expenses will not be covered.

How to apply
To apply for this position please send a CV, together with a covering letter (of no more
than one page) outlining your suitability for the role and why you would like this role.

For queries please contact Crash Ensemble CEO, Siân Cunningham -
sian@crashensemble.com



All communications relating to this search process will be handled in strictest
confidence.

Closing Date for applications: Friday, 18 November 2022 at 12noon.

Submit to sian@crashensemble.com with Community & Marketing Manager
Application in the subject line.

Interviews will be held in Dublin on Thursday 8th December.

mailto:sian@crashensemble.com

