
How Etsy Shops
Can Overcome The

New Pinterest Changes

Crafty 
STARTS

C R A F T Y S TA R T S . C O M

https://www.craftystarts.com/post/etsy-shops-overcome-new-pinterest-changes
https://www.craftystarts.com/post/etsy-shops-overcome-new-pinterest-changes
https://www.craftystarts.com/post/etsy-shops-overcome-new-pinterest-changes
http://www.craftystarts.com


Table of Contents
How Etsy Shops Can Overcome the New Pinterest Changes  1

Resources  3

How Etsy Shops Can Overcome the New Pinterest Changes 4

1) What is a Pinterest Business Account? 5

2) Why Can’t You Claim Your Etsy Shop on Pinterest? 6

3) What Do These Pinterest Changes Mean for Your Business? 7

4) Is It Better to Create an E-commerce Site, Blog or Promotional Website? 8

 Start an E-commerce Site 9

 Create a Blog or Promotional Website 10

 Don’t Forget Your Domain Name 11

 Benefits of Having Your Own Website 11

5) Is it Still Worth Using Pinterest? 12

Reading List 12

C R A F T Y S TA R T S . C O M

http://www.craftystarts.com


Create Your Blog with Ease Using Bluehost
With Bluehost, it is easy to set up a 
Wordpress blog so you can get started 
with your blog quickly - perfect for the 
beginner. Plus, there are low startup costs 
and you can upgrade as your business 
grows.

Create a Beautiful Website, Blog or E-Commerce Site
You can create a stunning website, blog or 
ecommerce website with Webflow, where 
you can bring your creative vision to life 
quickly and effectively. See how easy it 
is to design your own website without 
learning any code.

Grow Your Creative Business with Etsy
If you’re passionate about making and 
crafting creative products, and need some 
visibility, then becoming an Etsy seller 
could be a great option for you. You can 
also find great craft supplies that can help 
grow your business.

Find the Perfect Domain Name with GoDaddy
GoDaddy makes it easy to find the perfect 
domain name for your website, giving you 
the power to create an unforgettable online 
presence. See how easy it is to find the 
perfect domain for your creative business.

Resources
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How Etsy Shops Can 
Overcome the New 
Pinterest Changes
There have been some recent 
changes to Pinterest when it comes 
to Etsy shops that have left many 
people frustrated, confused, and 
overwhelmed with their updates. 
This change has caused some issues 
for handmade businesses who rely 
on Pinterest for marketing, as it is no 
longer possible to directly claim their 
Etsy store.

In this article, we will be covering 
what has changed with Pinterest, and 
if it’s still worth our time being on 
the Pinterest platform. We will also 
look at ways to work around this 
problem to see if it is worth using 
Pinterest for marketing.
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1) What is a Pinterest 
Business Account?

Personal and business accounts on 
Pinterest are similar. However, a 
Pinterest business account can provide 
you with a variety of helpful tools and 
features, like the Pinterest Business 
Hub, Pinterest Advertising, and 
Pinterest Analytics. This allows you to 
track the performance of your pins, and 
also to become a merchant and you are 
able to upload catalogs. You can also 
get insights into trends and find out 
who’s following your business.

You can create personal and business 
Pinterest accounts. A personal account 
allows you to create boards and pins 
for your own personal interests. For the 
majority of users, a personal account is 
sufficient.
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2) Why Can’t You Claim Your Etsy Shop on 
Pinterest?
Until recently, Pinterest would allow 
you to claim your Instagram, YouTube, 
and Etsy accounts in order to link them 
up with your business profile. You were 
not required to have your own website 
in order to connect your account to your 
Etsy shop. This allowed your pin to be 
attributed to you when it was shared or 
repinned.

Pinterest has implemented new changes 
to its platform, making it so that you 
can no longer directly claim your Etsy 
store, Instagram and YouTube. As a 
result, if you don’t have a website or 
blog of your own, there isn’t a way to 
directly connect your shop to Pinterest.
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3) What Do These Pinterest Changes Mean 
for Your Business?
For businesses that rely heavily on 
Pinterest for marketing, this change 
could have a negative impact. 
Without the ability to directly claim 
your Etsy shop, you can no longer 
attribute pins to yourself. The change 
could mean a drop in traffic for your 
Etsy store, as it won’t be linked 
directly to any pins.

If your Etsy shop was previously 
connected to Pinterest, all the content 
you created before the change 
will no longer contain your profile 
information associated with it. This 
means that when someone clicks on 
the pin, they are not taken to your 
profile page. Instead of your shop 
name showing under the pin, it now 
only shows Etsy.

Additionally, since the connection 
between the two platforms is broken, 
your products are no longer showing in 
your catalog. Also, your account page 
will not show the verified merchant 
status and your shop section is now 
missing.

Finally, because your Etsy shop is no 
longer connected, you may not be able 
to use business analytics (although 
some Etsy shops have reported that they 
can view their analytics). This means 
that if you cannot view your conversion 
insights on Pinterest, you will not be 
able to see how people are engaging 
with your pins, who is pinning them, 
and which boards those pins are being 
shared on.

As a result of these changes, your 
pins may not rank as quickly as they 
previously did before this change. It 
does not mean they will not rank at all, 
but it does mean that ranking may take 
a bit longer.
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4) Is It Better to Create 
an E-commerce Site, 
Blog or Promotional 
Website?
Although creating a website is not the only 
way to connect your Etsy store to Pinterest, 
it is one of the most reliable and effective 
ways to ensure you have a business account 
on Pinterest. With your own website, you 
can connect your site so your content will be 
attributed to you when people share it.

When you build a website, you can design it 
to sell your products or you can start a blog 
or design a site where you funnel potential 
customers to Etsy. By creating your own 
website, you not only ensure that it will 
remain connected to Pinterest, but you also 
have more control over the content you 
create. This allows you to be creative with 
your marketing campaigns.
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Start an E-commerce Site
If you decide to sell products on your 
own website, you will need to set up 
an e-commerce site. An e-commerce 
site will allow you to list and sell 
products directly from your website.
There are a number of benefits to 
selling on your own website versus 
Etsy, namely, you do not need to pay 
Etsy fees. Additionally, you have more 
control over the look and feel of your 
site, as well as the ability to create 
custom promotions.

You can use a platform like Shopify, 
or if you want something that looks 
more professional, you may want to 
use Webflow. Webflow has everything 
you need to start an e-commerce site 
and they have some amazing templates 
to get you started.

For more information on what 
Webflow has to offer, check out our 
Webflow post. You can also check 
out our review of Shopify to find 
all the pros and cons for creating an 
e-commerce store on its platform.
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Create a Blog or 
Promotional Website
If you would like to funnel customers 
through your website to Etsy, you 
can start a blog or create a website 
that promotes your exclusive offers, 
discounts, or promotions that are 
only available to your customers who 
visit your website. Depending on 
how you set up your website, you can 
also include links to individual Etsy 
products or product collections.

A blog is another effective way 
to market your Etsy products on 
Pinterest. With a blog, you can write 
about topics that are related to your 
shop or craft. You can also add links 
back to your shop, allowing customers 
to easily find your products.

If you want something smaller, you 
can create a promotional website 
that includes content related to your 
products and offers. This will enable 
you to drive traffic from Pinterest 
directly to your website, which in turn 
can funnel customers through to Etsy. 
This is an excellent way for businesses 
who wish to take advantage of the new 
Pinterest changes while still driving 
traffic to their Etsy shop.

If you want to create a blog or 
promotional website, you can also 
use Webflow’s website builder, or if 
you prefer WordPress, then BlueHost 
is a great option. BlueHost is a 
popular platform for creating blogs, 
while Webflow allows you to build 
a beautiful website or blog that can 
grow with you and your business. 
Both Webflow and BlueHost have 
templates to get you started, so you 
can customize them to fit your needs.

If you want to learn more about 
BlueHost, here is our BlueHost 
review that explains all the benefits 
and disadvantages of using the 
platform.
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Don’t Forget Your 
Domain Name
If you decide to start an e-commerce 
business, blog, or promotional 
website, you will need to buy 
a domain name. This is critical 
because this is how you will be 
able to connect your website to 
Pinterest. You can buy a domain 
from  GoDaddy. I have used 
GoDaddy for years because it is one 
of the easiest and most affordable 
ways to find a domain.

You can find more information about 
the pros and cons of GoDaddy here.

Benefits of Having Your 
Own Website
Creating a website can also be 
beneficial for other reasons such as 
having an email list and collecting 
customer data. You will be able 
to easily design forms or sign up 
pages where customers can opt in 
to receive emails from you directly. 
Additionally, with a website, you 
will be able to track how people 
are engaging with your content and 
identify potential areas where you 
can improve your marketing strategy.

Having a website gives you full control 
over the design and content, which 
is not possible on Etsy. It also allows 
you to showcase more products than 
just those on Etsy. This provides an 
opportunity for customers who may 
not be familiar with Etsy to learn about 
your business.

Additionally, you could use a website 
to create exclusive offers, discounts, or 
promotions that are only available to 
your customers who visit your website.

Overall, creating a website for your 
Etsy store is one of the easiest ways 
to ensure that your pins are being 
attributed to you on Pinterest. It 
also gives you the ability to funnel 
customers to Etsy. Although there are 
some additional costs to creating a 
website, the long-term benefits of doing 
so will definitely make up for it.
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5) Is it Still Worth Using Pinterest?
With so many changes, some people 
wonder if spending time and energy 
on Pinterest is really worth it. The 
short answer is yes!

Despite the changes to their policy, 
there are still a number of benefits 
to being on Pinterest as a business. 
Pinterest is still the go-to platform 
for product discovery and inspiration, 
so it’s important to be on there if 
you’re a handmade business that sells 
products online.

While the changes are frustrating, 
there are still plenty of opportunities 
to use Pinterest for marketing your 
products or services. You can create 
pins that link directly to your Etsy 
shop, website, blog, or promotional 
site. 

Despite this change, however, Pinterest 
is still worth using for your Etsy shop. 
The platform has a large user base, 
and its users are highly engaged - 
meaning that your Etsy shop could still 
benefit from being promoted there.  
Additionally, Pinterest offers a number 
of features that can be useful for 
promoting your business. By creating 
content that is visually appealing and 
engaging, you can continue to drive 
traffic and sales to your Etsy shop.

Ultimately, you need to decide if the 
effort of maintaining a presence on 
Pinterest is worth the potential benefits 
for your Etsy shop. If so, then creating a 
website and creating visually appealing 
content can help you on Pinterest so 
you can increase sales and grow your 
business.

Thanks for reading and don’t forget to 
sign up for our newsletter for new and 
creative ways to start and grow your 
creative business. 

Reading List
• Should You Sell On Etsy? 2022 

Etsy Review When Selling Your 
Handmade Products

• 7 Tips on Creating the Best Product 
Descriptions that Sell
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