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The Invisibles 
Studio Lenca 

Exhibition: 25 June - 28 August 2022 

Sierra Metro presents: The Invisibles, a series of new works produced by Studio Lenca aka 
Jose Campos. The exhibition presents portraits from the Los Historiantes series which 
confronts the complex cultural history of his native El Salvador. The paintings explore the 
layered erasure of his culture through enforced Spanish and US cultural dominance, now 
seen through the lens of his UK citizenship, where his identity is officially listed as ‘Other’.  
 
 
The UK is now home to around 250,000 people of Latin American origin. However, there is 
no box on the UK census to tick or record kept of the ethic group in healthcare records or 
public services. Members of the Latinx community must simply tick ‘other’.  
 
 
Ticking the ‘Other’ box to someone of normative privilege may seem at most a slight 
inconvenience, however this can have a profound personal impact. It can be understood as 
forcing a violently colonised people to be erased and invisible. Due to a data gap, there is no 
official recognition of this group in healthcare, educational and housing. With echoes of the 
Conquistadores, this is just another removal of roots, religions, cultures and languages 
played out yet again by European governmental regimes. 600 years later, dehumanised this 
time through administrations, with excel sheets and drop down menus replacing the 
crossbows, slavery, smallpox and swords.  
 
 
Jose Campos was born in La Paz, El Salvador and like many had to flee the country during its 
violent civil war during the late 1980s. He travelled to the US by land, illegally with his 
mother. He grew up in San Francisco, California as a queer minority in the gaze of a strictly 
conservative administration as an undocumented ‘illegal alien’. Ultimately, he found refuge 
in the UK and became a British Citizen in 2007. This experience of being uprooted serves as 
a framework for his ideas about identity and belonging.  
 
 
Events 
 
Exhibition Preview:    Friday 24 June, 6-8pm (as part of the Leith Late programme) 
 
Edinburgh Art Festival Launch:   Friday 29 July, 6-8pm 
 
Artist Talk via zoom:    Sunday 7 August, 2-3pm register via eventbrite 
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1. Hugo (2022), acrylic & oil painting, tablecloth collage. 
 
2. Melon Head (2022), acrylic & oil painting, tablecloth collage. 
 
3. Esta Fregado (2021), domestic cleaning products on tablecloth. 
 
4. Immigrante (2022), photograph digitally printed. 
 
5. El Historiante Blanco (2020), photograph digitally printed. 
 

 Please note all works are available to purchase, contact oliver.studiolenca@gmail.com directly 
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