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Photo Metadata

WHAT IS IT?
EXIF - Camera settings
IPTC Core & Extension

XMP — IPTC, Dublin Core, VRA Core

WHO USES IT?

News agencies, photographers, publishers,
museums, galleries, archives, libraries, collections,
databases, and more




How do vou write and edit it?

IMPORT ASSETS TO IMAGE METADATA SOFTWARE

Import all auto-generated or pre-populated metadata

and manually fill in the remaining information.

SOFTWARE PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORT IPTC
ExifTool: Command-line read/write/edit app
Adobe: Bridge, Lightroom, Photoshop

Metadata Tools: Photo Mechanic, ImageSnippets

LIST OF PHOTO METADATA SOFTWARE PROVIDERS

iptc.org/standards/photo-metadata/software-support




What does photo metadata look like?
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Road through the Valley of Fire

Long shot of a person riding a skateboard along
an empty desert highway that winds through a
valley of rust-colored rock.

Desert; Nevada; skateboard; person;
adventure; outdoor; sport; travel

Photography
Cardline Desrosiers
2/2/2020

Editorial
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HEADLINE: Road through the Valley of Fire

DESCRIPTION: Long shot of a person
riding a skateboard along an empty desert
highway that winds through a valley of rust-

colored rock.

KEYWORDS: Desert; Nevada; Skateboard;

Person; Adventure; Outdoor; Sport; Travel

CREATOR: Andrew Broderick
LOCATION: Crystal, NV

DATE CREATED: 2/2/2020




How do vou pass 1t?

ESTABLISHING A WORKFLOW

Create an input channel for all image assets
Add or update IPTC metadata properties
Export images & metadata to a DAM system

Share & distribute assets directly to output channels

Synergize DAM with CMS or PIM




What are the benefits?

Allows transportation of info within an image file
Provides a system for tracking and organizing information
Supports digital workflows and operations

Improves online and offline search and discovery




What does photo metadata
have to do with alt text?

Missing, inaccurate, incomplete, keyword-stuffing
Why are we still struggling to describe images?

Al solutions to the rescue?

A way forward to using humans for human work






(") Carland Ruth Shapiro Family

NCAM

National Center for Accessible Media

DIAGRAM Center Working Paper — April 2011

Potential Use of Image Description Metadata for Accessibility

This working paper outlines the current barriers and opportunities for providing image description
within publishing tools, technologies, and production processes. Ongoing discussion with standards
groups, Adobe and other tool developers is exploring the feasibility of extending support for alt text
and longdesc within image formats and authoring tools.
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http://diagramcenter.org/images/documents/ncam%20diagram%20image%20metadata%20paperapril2011.pdf

New Accessibility Properties

HOW WERE THE STANDARDS UPDATED??
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Alt Text (Accessibility)

(e« @

Extended Description (Accessibility)

Headline, Description/Caption, Title

i !‘.’ 3

k7,

Description Writer




What comes next?

CHALLENGES
How to adapt alt text for different contexts

Need to add HTML markup to extended descriptions

OPPORTUNITIES

Reduce duplication of efforts

Shared responsibility for managing image accessibility




WCAG Standards & Techniques

TEXT ALTERNATIVES

Non-text content, rendered through multiple
methods, required for WCAG A, AA, AAA

HTML ATTRIBUTES

<alt> attribute for <img> elements
<figure> and <figcaption>

<a href> link to description

ARIA

<figure> role and <aria-labeledby>

<aria-describedby>




Alt Text Tips

Think about the content, purpose, and meaning
Start with the primary focus
Describe all relevant details
Average 125 and keep it under 250

Can you visualize the same image?

Joribely




Extended Description Tips

EXTENDED DESCRIPTION DEFINITION

Continue information provided in alt text
Elaborate on content, purpose, and meaning

Do not repeate nearby text on page

ALT TEXT

Wiley's photorealist style painting depicts a Black man
wearing a black and orange tie dye t-shirt, blue shorts,
black Vans with a white stripe, and a white smart

watch.

Extended Description on Next Slide




Extended Description

The man stands in a relaxed position with left hand on
hip, looking out in front of him with a neutral expression.
His blond hair is in tight braids falling down to about ear
level. He holds a black baseball cap with a red logo in his

right hand. The background is purple, with a repeating
pattern of individual orange flowers that match his t-shirt,

weaved together with clusters of small blue leaves on a

vine. The background overlaps his midsection with
flowers flowing across his blue shorts. Tendrils crawl up
the man’s legs and arms, making it appear as though he

is somehow part of the floral background.




They say context is evervthing...

HOW DOES IT IMPACT ALT TEXT?

Industry - Technology, Fashion, Home Goods, Hospitality
Content Category - Education, eCommerce, Entertainment
Surrounding Text - Text that relates to / influences meaning

Groups of Images - Gallery, Collage, Sequence

Audience - Student, Customer, Language, Reading Level




Humans vs. Machines

INACCURATE INCOMPLETE
Human: Climber adjusts ropes as they scale Human: Woman lounges on an
a bowed rock face against a quilt of clouds emerald green velvet chair with a
in the background. book over her face.
Al: A group of ants climbing a rock. Al: A person sitting in a chair.

OFFENSIVE

Human: Back of a person using a
wheelchair snapping a photo of a man

standing on a sidewalk.

Al: A person pushing a stroller with a person in it.



Human-Focused Approach

WHY IT’'S SO IMPORTANT

Incorporating inclusive language for gender, age, disability
Focus on improving the audio content experience

Opportunity to improve image SEO and visual search




Custom Metadata Content

Accessibility

Accessibility

Title

A Portrait of a Young Gentleman

Creator

The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical Gardens

@ Add

Headline

Kehinde Wiley's “A Portrait of a Young Gentleman”
Description

Kehinde Wiley (American, born 1977). A Portrait of a Young Gentleman, 2021, painting, oil on linen, 701/2 x 491/8 in.
(1791 x 124.8 cm.). Collection of The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and Botanical Gardens.
https://emuseum.huntington.org/objects/59776/

Alt Text (Accessibility) (en) (Default)

Wiley's photorealist style portrait painting depicts a Black man wearing an orange and black tie dye t-shirt, blue
shorts, and a white smart watch. The purple and orange floral background overlaps his body in sections like he's part
of the pattern.

Extended Description (Accessibility) (en) (Default)

The man stands in a relaxed position with left hand on hip, looking out in front of him with a neutral expression. His
blond hair is in tight braids falling down to about ear level. He holds a black baseball cap with a red logo in his right
hand. The background is purple, with a repeating pattern of individual orange flowers that match his t-shirt, weaved
together with clusters of small blue leaves on a vine. The background overlaps his midsection with flowers flowing
across his blue shorts. Tendrils crawl up the man's legs and arms, making it appear as though he is somehow part of the
floral background.

Description Writer

Caroline Desrosiers

Adobe Bridge > Custom Metadata Panel Plugin > accessibility_view.json
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How to Import Alt Text Accessibility
Photo Metadata into Adobe InDesign

/At vero eos et accusamus et iusto odio
dignissimos ducimus qui blanditiis prae-
sentium voluptatum deleniti atque cor-
rupti quos dolores et quas molestias
lexcepturi sint occaecati cupiditate non
provident, similique sunt in culpa qui of-
ficia deserunt mollitia animi, id est labo-
rum et dolorum fuga. Et harum quidem
rerum facilis est et expedita distinctio.
Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis
est eligendi optio cumque nihil impedit
quo minus id quod maxime placeat face-
re possimus, omnis voluptas assumenda
lest, omnis dolor repellendus. Tempori-
bus autem quibusdam et aut officiis deb-
itis aut rerum necessitatibus saepe eve-
niet ut et voluptates repudiandae sint et
molestiae non recusandae. Itaque earum
rerum hic tenetur a sapiente delectus, ut
aut reiciendis voluptatibus maiores alias
consequatur aut perferendis doloribus
asperiores repellat.

ehinde Wiley (American, born 1977). A Por-
trait of a Young Gentleman, 2021, oil on linen,
70 % x 49 1/8in (179.1 x 124.8 cm). Collection
of The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and
Botanical Gardens.

How Photo Metadata Works

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium dolorem-
que laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et
quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia

oluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos
qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum
quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tem-
pora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad
minima veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi
ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in
ea voluptate velit esse quam nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum
fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?

Adobe InDesign > Select Image > Right Click > Object Export Options

Cut Ctrl+X
Copy Ctrl+C
Paste Ctrl+V
Paste in Place Ctrl+Alt+Shift+V

Search Adobe Stock...
Zoom

Transform
Transform Again
Arrange

Select

Lock Ctrl+L
Hide Ctrl+3
Stroke Weight

Fitting

Effects

Captions

Edit Original

Edit With

Extract from Image

Find Similar Images

Hyperlinks

Interactive

Generate QR Code...

Object Export Options...

Tag Frame >

Autotag
Display Performance

InCopy
Graphics

[

Essentials

Properties
Linked File
Transform

X: | 25p11.95

Y: | 12p0

Appearance
Y4 i
Stroke

Corner

0pt

~
-
C 1p0
Opacity 100%
fx.

Frame Fitting

! .I EI E EI Options
Auto-Fit

Quick Actions

Convert Shape Arrange
Import File Embed
Edit With Reveal in Explorer

Find Similar Images




Object Export Options

' bt | S

Tagged PDF EPUB and HTML

Alt Text Source:  Custom
v
From Structure
From XMP:Title
From XMP:Description
From XMP:Headline
From Other XMP

rait of a Young Gentleman, 2021, oil

0%2x 49 1/8in(179.1 x 124.8 cm). Collection
of The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and
Botanical Gardens.

Object Export Options > Alt Text Source > Make a Selection




Object Export Options

Tagged PDF EPUB and HTML

Alt Text Source: Custom

Wiley's photorealist style portrait painting...

Kehinde Wiley (American, born 1977). A Por-
trait of a Young Gentleman, 2021, oil on linen,
70 % x 49 1/8 in (179.1 x 124.8 cm). Collection
of The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and
Botanical Gardens.

Object Export Options > Alt Text > Custom > Manual Entry



Object Export Options

Tagged PDF EPUB and HTML

Alt Text Source: | From Other XMP v | Property: Iptc4xmpCore:AltTextAcce

Wiley's photorealist style portrait painting depicts a Black man wearing an orange
and black tie dye t-shirt, blue shorts, and a white smart watch. The purple and
orange floral background overlaps his body in sections like he's part of the pattern.

L

Kehinde Wiley (American, born 1977). A Por-
trait of a Young Gentleman, 2021, oil on linen,
70%2x491/8 in (179.1 x 124.8 cm). Collection
of The Huntington Library, Art Museum, and
Botanical Gardens.

Object Export Options > Alt Text > From Other XMP > Iptc4xmpCore:AltTextAccessibility



Customize Fields

Current Fields: Accessibility Export

Customize ?

Load standard schema fields

Add a field

Schema

Field

File-Name
IPTC-Title
IPTC-Headline
IPTC-Description
Custom

Custom

IPTC-Description Writer

My Label

My Label

File Name

Title

Headline

Description

Alt Text (Accessibility)

Extended Description (Accessibility)

Description Writer

Namespace

Clear All

Namespace

file

http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/
http://ns.adobe.com/photoshop/1.0/
http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/
http://iptc.org/std/Iptc4xmpCore/1.0/xmlns/
http://iptc.org/std/Iptc4xmpCore/1.0/xmlins/
http://ns.adobe.com/photoshop/1.0/

XMP_Property

XMP_Property

file

dc:title
photoshop:Headline
dc:description
AltTextAccessibility
ExtDescrAccessibility

photoshop:CaptionWriter

XMP_Type
file

langAlt
text
langAlt
langAlt
langAlt

text

Cancel

Metadata Deluxe Export Import > Customize Fields > Add XMP AltTextAccessibility and ExtDescrAccessibility




Br File Edit View Stacks Label Tools Window Metadata Deluxe IPTC Cultural Heritage Metadata Help

<{ " O Mg~ O 9 C Essentials Libraries Filmstrip  Output  Workflow  Metadata Qv

I Desktop > = 4y YBv Sort by Filename v 1

Preview Custom Metadata Content = Public Folde Favoril Filte Expo Workfl Collections

Metadata Deluxe Export-Import (1.0.3)

Current Fields: Accessibility Export Edit Fields

© —EXPORT— import

Export Metadata

Files to export

© Selected thumbnail(s) in Bridge

Kehinde-...tleman.jpg STl

Metadata Keywords

Creator: y | Options
Creator: ) prepend Image dates with "'

Creator: Remove line breaks

Creator:

Creator: Export

Kehinde Wiley’s “A Portrait

of a Young Gentleman"”

Kehinde Wiley (American, Cancel
born 1977). A Portrait of a

Young Gentleman, 2021, VWITEY S |

Descriptio f(a""‘;"‘l%?:.oaygi"'x 7102:';2 7 orange and black tie dye t-shirt, blue shorts, and a white smart watch. The purple

n cm.). Collection of The and orange floral background overlaps his body in sections like he's part of the
Huntington Library, Art
Museum, and Botanical
Gardens.

Headline

Extended Description (Accessibility)

The man stands in a relaxed position with left hand on hip, locking out in front of

Keywords / him with a neutral expression. His blond hair is in tight braids falling down to
IPTC Y. ahnait navlauinl La halde o hlasl hacahall canasith o vad lnca in hic vicht hand

Descriptio  Caroline Desrosiers ‘
- . . Revert

Metadata Deluxe Export Import Plugin > Export Options




a AutoSave

File Home Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View
D~ Eﬁ & cut Calibri ==
Paste EB Copy ¥ B I U « = =
h <& Format Painter - -
Undo Clipboard N Font N
D11 vl Jx
A B
1 File Name Title Headline

of a Young Gentleman”
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Desktop_Accessibility Export_metadata_2022-03-13.txt - Read-Only ~

Help
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C
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Kehinde-Wiley-Portrait-Gentleman.jpg A Portrait of a Young Gentleman Kehinde Wiley’s

£ Search (Alt+Q)

Acrobat
v b, Wrap Text General v ﬁ @ EF‘
—-= 5= Conditional Formatas Cell
£= 2= Merge & Center v v 9 9 0 %
9 $ % 0 =0 Formatting v Table v Styles v
Alignment N Number [N Styles

D

Description
A Portrait Kehinde Wiley (American, born 1977). A
Portrait of a Young Gentleman, 2021,
painting, oil on linen, 70 1/2 x 49 1/8 in.
(179.1 x 124.8 cm.). Collection of The
Huntington Library, Art Museum, and
Botanical Gardens.
https://emuseum.huntington.org/objects/
59776/

E
Alt Text (Accessibility)

Caroline e L 4} -

{1 Comments

—

. s b

Z AutoSum v

by O [@&

Insert Delete Format Fill~ Sort& Find& | Analyze
v v v & Clear v Filter v Select v Data

Cells Editing Analysis

F G

Extended Description (Accessibility) Description Writer

Wiley's photorealist style portrait painting The man stands in a relaxed position with Caroline Desrosiers

depicts a Black man wearing an orange

left hand on hip, looking out in front of

and black tie dye t-shirt, blue shorts, and a him with a neutral expression. His blond

white smart watch. The purple and orange hair is in tight braids falling down to about

floral background overlaps his body in
sections like he's part of the pattern.;

ear level. He holds a black baseball cap
with a red logo in his right hand. The

Wiley's photorealist style portrait painting background is purple, with a repeating

depicts a Black man wearing an orange

pattern of individual orange flowers that

and black tie dye t-shirt, blue shorts, and a match his t-shirt, weaved together with

white smart watch. The purple and orange clusters of small blue leaves on a vine. The

floral background overlaps his body in
sections like he's part of the pattern.

Open TXT file in Excel

background overlaps his midsection with
flowers flowing across his blue shorts.
Tendrils crawl up the man’s legs and arms,
making it appear as though he is somehow
part of the floral background.; The man
stands in a relaxed position with left hand
on hip, looking out in front of him with a
neutral expression. His blond hair is in
tight braids falling down to about ear
level. He holds a black baseball cap with a
red logo in his right hand. The background
is purple, with a repeating pattern of
individual orange flowers that match his t-
shirt, weaved together with clusters of
small blue leaves on a vine. The
background over
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o0 get started?

Shift the mindset to truly “own” your images

Map out how metadata will move through your systems

Request support from technology providers

Establish image standards and requirements

Follow IPTC for updates on the new accessibility fields



The Next Decade

WHAT'S NEXT FOR METADATA??

Born-accessible content workflow solutions
Further development of standards and best practices
Human-scaled photo metadata workflows across systems
Extended description solutions for complex images

Prioritization of DEIA initiatives




Contact

EMAIL: caroline@scribelytribe.com
SOCIAL: @scribelytribe
PHONE: 415.343.5710

WEBSITE: www.scribelytribe.com
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