
Reporting To Parents

Space to…



This is how often parents will receive 
feedback this academic year:

AUTUMN TERM FIRST HALF SPRING TERM FIRST HALF SUMMER TERM FIRST HALF

• *Attainment grades and effort  

marks in week 5

• Forms 7 and 8 parents receive 

MIDYiS scores (standardised tests 

in vocabulary, maths, non-verbal 

and skills)

*new this term

• Attainment grades and effort 

marks in week 5

• Attainment grades and effort  

marks in week 4

AUTUMN TERM SECOND HALF SPRING TERM SECOND HALF SUMMER TERM SECOND HALF
• Full subject staff/parents’ 

evenings for Forms 3-8. English 

teachers will discuss standardised

reading and spelling test results 

and divulge standardised and age 

equivalent scores

• Effort and attainment marks and 

PROGRESS COMMENTS in week 

10

• Forms 3-6 parents receive INCAS 

scores (standardised tests in 

reading, comprehension, spelling, 

general maths and mental maths) 

and progress chart showing age 

equivalent scores and progress 

over years here.

• Full report for Form 8

• End of year full school report 

Forms 3-7

• Leavers’ report for Form 8



Criteria for the new attainment grades

A *    -Exceptional understanding, achievement and quality of work for a 
pupil of this age, which is significantly above expectations
A - Excellent understanding, achievement and quality of work for a pupil 
of this age, which is clearly above expectations
B - Good understanding, achievement and quality of work for a pupil of 
this age, which is slightly above expectations
C - Reasonable understanding, achievement and quality of work for a 
pupil of this age, which is in line with expectations
D- Poor understanding, achievement and quality of work for a pupil of 
this age, which is below expectations
E - Very poor understanding, achievement and quality of work for pupil 
of this age, which is significantly below expectations



Assessments taken by pupils at Great Ballard

Pupils in Form 3 and Form 4 take tests at the end of the autumn and 
summer terms. The tests are produced by the teacher and in the 
autumn based on areas covered in that term. At the end of the summer 
term, the teacher will produce a test based on the previous two terms’ 
work. 

In addition, during the first term, standardised reading and spelling 
tests will be taken and in the spring term standardised Maths, English, 
Verbal and Non-Verbal (INCAS) tests will be taken, so that we can 
monitor pupils’ progress effectively.

Weekly spelling, times tables and French vocabulary tests are taken.



Form 5
Pupils in Form 5 take tests at the end of the autumn and summer 
terms. The tests in the first term are produced by the teacher and are 
based on areas covered in that term. The tests at the end of the 
summer term will be based on the whole year’s work. Some tests are 
teacher produced, others may be published materials.
In addition, during the first term standardised reading and spelling 
tests will be taken. In the spring term the pupils will take 
computerised InCAS assessments in Maths and reading so that we can 
monitor pupils’ progress effectively. 

Regular spelling, times tables, arithmetic and French vocabulary tests 
are taken.



Form 6

Pupils in Form 6 take exams at the end of the autumn and summer terms. 
The exams in the first term are produced by the teacher and are based on 
areas covered in that term. The exams at the end of the summer term will be 
based on the whole year’s work; some exams will be produced by the 
teacher and in some subjects published assessment booklets or Common 
Entrance papers will be used. 

In addition, during the first term standardised reading and spelling tests will 
be taken. In the spring term the pupils will take computerised InCAS
assessments in Maths and reading so that we can monitor pupils’ progress 
effectively. 
Regular spelling, arithmetic, times tables and French vocabulary tests are 
taken.



Form 7

Pupils in Form 7 take exams at the end of each term.  Usually, the 
exams in the first 2 terms are produced by the teacher and are based 
on areas covered in those terms.  Thereafter, practice Common 
Entrance or Common Scholarship (as appropriate) papers will be taken. 

In addition, during the first term standardised reading and spelling tests 
will be taken. This term the pupils will also take computerised MidYIS
(Middle years information Service)  assessments in Maths, English and 
reasoning so that we can monitor pupils’ progress effectively. 

Weekly mental maths and end of chapter/control French  tests are 
taken.



Form 8

Pupils in Form 8 take exams at the end of each term. In Form 8, 
practice Common Entrance or Common Scholarship (as appropriate) 
papers will be taken in readiness for the challenges which await them!

In addition, during the first term standardised reading and spelling 
tests will be taken. In this term the pupils will also take computerised 
MidYIS (Middle years information Service) assessments in Maths, 
English and reasoning so that we can monitor pupils’ progress 
effectively. 

Weekly mental maths and French grammar tests are taken.



How do we measure 
progress?



INCAS ASSESSMENTS

InCAS stands for interactive computerised assessment system, and is a 
type of test devised by the Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM) 
at the University of Durham, which also produces other school 
assessments, including 11+ tests in many areas. The computer-based 
tests are designed to help monitor children’s progress, from Year 1 to 
Year 6.

The tests cover five key areas of learning:

• Reading: word recognition, decoding and comprehension.

• Spelling



• Maths: counting, place value, fractions, problem-solving, measures, 
shape, space and data handling.

• Mental maths: addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.

• Developing ability: a measure of learning potential, based on 
language and non-verbal skills.

The tests are intended to help teachers pinpoint each child’s strengths, 
weaknesses and learning needs, compare their performance over time, 
and identify where interventions are needed, including in the case of 
children with special educational needs.



The results of InCAS tests include a summary of children’s progress if 
they’ve taken the tests before, and predictions for the end of the Key 
Stage. 

You will be given your child’s reading age and general maths age, as 
calculated by the tests. This is a guide as to whether they’re performing 
at, above or below the level expected for their age. 

A pupil progress chart shows the longitudinal progress over multiple 
years and is a vital tool for tracking pupils.



MidYis - Middle Years Information System 

MidYIS is a computer-adaptive assessment for pupils aged 11 to 14, that provides 
information to help us identify pupils strengths and weaknesses, and predict how students 
are likely to perform at GCSE. Value-added data from MidYIS shows us the progress our 
children are making, and helps us see the impact our teaching is having.

MidYIS assesses four key areas which research shows are linked to later academic 
outcomes:

• Vocabulary – word fluency and understanding

• Mathematics – logical thinking, manipulating numbers and numerical concepts

• Non-verbal ability – recognising shapes, matching patterns, applying spatial awareness 
and visual intuition

• Skills - such as proofreading, perceptual speed and accuracy

As the assessment is adaptive, each student sees a unique assessment and is challenged at 
a level that is suitable for them, making it enjoyable, engaging, and efficient.



A pupil’s raw MidYIS scores are standardised against the results of everyone 
in the country taking part in the project to allow scores to be compared with 
different pupil groups or pupils in different schools. 

The scores can be summarised as follows:
• 76-87 Well below the national average
• 88-95 Below average
• 96-105 Average
• 106-112 Above Average
• 113-124 Well above average
• ≥125 Far above average 



Feedback

Feedback can be used at the pupil, class and cohort level:

• to guide individuals 

• to monitor pupil progress

• to monitor subject-wide and department level progress 

• For classroom teachers, head teachers or SLT for a variety of purposes 
and approaches to tracking, monitoring, intervention and reporting



Other ways we measure progress

Our weekly/ regular tests are used to see how children are improving. 
For example, in maths Form 6 do Arithmetic Tests; if their score 
remains the same then they are making steady progress as the tests get 
progressively harder. Some pupils in Form 7 do ‘Numeracy Ninja’ which 
is a daily test of basic KS3 concepts. Pupils should make progress 
throughout the week, then possibly slip back at the start of the 
following week, but gradually improve as the programme progresses. 

In Form 8, progress is shown by very regular Common Entrance or 
Scholarship test papers, mental maths tests and CIMT tests. 



Standardised reading and spelling tests

Each year in the autumn term pupils from Form 3 – Form 8 take the 
Suffolk Reading Test which assesses their reading ability. It allows us to 
monitor the progress of both individuals and groups. Standardised 
scores and age equivalents can be obtained from this test.

Pupils also take the SWST (single word spelling test) annually.

We compare year on year scores and hope to see improvement. 



End of term tests/exams and class work

Our pupils take subject tests and exams at various points throughout 
each year. Teachers record these results and we monitor progress, 
looking for improvement.

Teachers record marks for class work, be that written, practical or oral 
which generates a term mark. We expect to see a pupil’s marks 
increase as the year progresses.
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