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Since its foundation, Great Ballard has 
maintained a proud reputation for 
academic excellence, music, the arts 
and sport. Poole’s overarching vision 
was for everyone to be cared for and 
treated fairly, and it’s a principle that 
still guides us today. Great Ballard is a 
family in which everyone matters and 
no one is invisible. It is a school that 
cares, a school built completely around 
its students; a school with a heart. 

While Poole’s principles remain 
unchanged, the world beyond 
school refuses to stand still. Our 
duty to equip young people for an 
unpredictable future has never been 
more apparent. Our curriculum is 
broad, forward thinking and outward 
facing we encourage students to 
look beyond our idyllic West Sussex 
bubble and develop the skills they 
need to adapt to change and genuinely 
make a difference in their world. 

We focus on leadership, problem 
solving and communication, while 
covering a broad range of traditional 
subjects. We also nurture a special 
passion for technology, Computer 
Science, which we champion without 
ever compromising the highest 
standards of literacy and numeracy. 

When Ivor Poole established 
Great Ballard in 1924, he made 
a promise that the school would 
be different. That courage to 
stand out from the crowd still 
energises us almost a century later. 

We see unique potential in all our 
children and support them to become 
the very best versions of themselves. 

Our educational approach is built 
around the 4Hs (Head, Hand, Heart 
and Health) with an ethos rooted in 
developing the strongest relationships 
founded on empathy and respect. 
Our young people are encouraged 
to be role models, to lift others, to 
serve and to give. We love to take 
education beyond the classroom, 
making the most of our wonderful 
location and prioritising creativity, 
teamwork and student wellbeing. 

While we celebrate achievements 
right across the co-curricular range, 
we also acknowledge the value of the 
arts and exercise in shaping happy, 
healthy and resilient young lives. 
From your very first contact with us, 
we hope you’ll feel our warmth and 
our sense of family. We’re so keen 
to get to know your child and start 
shaping their exciting journey.
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Our Senior School lies within the heart 
of our main building. Built around the 
Lutyens staircase and beautiful central 
corridor, some of Eartham House’s 
most historic rooms provide our 
teaching spaces and communal areas 
for senior students. The common
rooms demonstrate the school’s
commitment to exemplary student
care and allow spaces for individual and
small group tutorials, hot chocolate
with teachers, as well as room to 
read, study, play or just relax. The 
Year 10 and 11 centre has a careers 
library and seminar room, as well as 
its own kitchen, encouraging students 
to develop their independence 
and sense of responsibility.

The 
heart  
of the 
school

We want to 
treat our young 
people more like 
adults, because 
we know they 
achieve more 
when we trust 

and believe 
in them. 

Academic
The Senior School at Great Ballard 
merges the very best aspects of 
a nurturing prep education with a 
forward-thinking, outward-facing 
secondary approach. Students at 
Great Ballard do not experience the 
‘transition dip’ so common in other 
schools and there are no ‘lost’ years 
here. Our structure ensures continuity 
and offers the ideal preparation 
for GCSE. The Senior School is 
divided into two clear phases:
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Achieve (Y9–11)
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Pastoral
All students at Great Ballard have 
a form tutor but they also have a 
champion who is chosen by them 
and remains a consistent source of 
support and encouragement through 
to the end of Year 8. As students 
move into Year 9, the champion is 
replaced by an academic mentor 
who guides and nurtures them and 
supports them on their path to GCSE. 
Support is also provided by the Key 
Stage 3 and 4 Academic Co-ordinator 
(David Cuthbertson) and the Senior 
School Pastoral Co-ordinator (Becki 
Lendrum). The wellbeing of every 
student in our school remains a priority 
throughout their time here. Students 
also benefit from the school’s renowned 
Learning Support Department, which 
ensures that academic support goes 
hand in hand with pastoral care.

Senior School students have their 
own entrance and a new library in 
the heart of the school to enable 
independent study and promote 
academic ambition. Students can 
also make full use of the grounds and 
well-resourced departments such as 
Science, PE, Computer Science and 
Music. Land and buildings have been 
purchased to allow the development 
of a new Art and Design centre.
We are on an exciting journey 
and are able to offer something 
fresh, something different and 
something truly great.
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Years 7–8
A broad curriculum 
Years 7 and 8 benefit from being 
part of the Senior School, but retain 
a special character and prep school 
ethos. Our specialist teachers ensure 
academic stretch in the classroom 
as students look towards their GCSE 
choices. We also offer all senior 
students a full timetable of creative 
and physical subjects, maintaining an 
emphasis on community activities 
and personal wellbeing time to ensure 
the best outcomes for all. These are 
crucial years, where our key aim is 
to keep our eye on the future and 
the skills young people need to be a 
success both in exams and the wider 
world. Our small class sizes, academic 
monitoring, outstanding pastoral care 
and forward-thinking curriculum ensure 
our students build the best foundation 
for the next step in their education.

Healthy mind, healthy body, 
healthy perspective 
We believe wellbeing is the foundation 
that allows the real learning to happen. 
All students have timetabled sessions 
with a personal tutor to help them 
manage their commitments. Each 
student works with their tutor and 
the sports department to draw up 
and follow a bespoke personal fitness 
plan, which takes into account their 
physical and mental wellbeing. We 
also timetable wellbeing sessions 
where students are given support to 
understand and manage their emotions 
and relationships. Senior students are 
trained in communication skills and 
as peer mentors to help them play a 
productive role in our community.

Learning2Learn
Across Great Ballard’s senior learning 
programme – Learning2Learn – all 
students are taught motivation 
strategies to help them become 
independent learners. The Learn2Aspire 
curriculum also covers revision 
techniques, homework strategies, and 
tips on how to extend their learning, 
embed new skills and develop a 
growth mindset. Students also learn 
to communicate effectively, present 
ideas, develop projects, collaborate 
and evaluate their successes.

Future skills
Our Computer Science and Technology 
course, unique to Great Ballard, 
prepares children to be creators, not 
just users of technology. They will 
learn how technology can aid them 
across all subject areas, while they 
learn how to code, communicate, 
create and present. All students at 
Great Ballard will continue to study 
Computer Science up to Year 11, to 
ensure they are fully prepared for 
their next steps in education.

Additional support 
Great Ballard is committed to accepting 
students with a wide range of abilities 
and our Learning Support department 
is an integral part of the school. Both 
academic progress and wellbeing are 
monitored closely for all students in 
the school. If there is a need, the school 
can arrange professional counselling, 
classroom support or individual 
learning lessons for students, following 
appropriate parental discussions.

Go Beyond
Students who show an aptitude 
in a particular area are invited to 
join our Go Beyond programme. 
They will be assigned a mentor 
and invited to extension activities, 
such as workshops, lectures and 
trips, to foster their interests and 
help them achieve excellence.

Achieving potential
At Great Ballard, our aim is to get to 
know each student and their family 
well. We achieve this thanks to our 
small class sizes and highly engaged and 
empathetic staff members. Alongside 
ongoing teacher assessment, we use 
GL Assessment testing to monitor 
each student’s potential and progress, 
allowing us to understand their 
expected levels of achievement and 
put support in place to ensure their 
best outcomes at GCSE. Attainment 
and effort grades are communicated 
to parents every half term. Year 7 and 
8 students are introduced to ‘challenge 
grades’ which encourage students to 
work towards their own aspirational yet 
achievable targets. Senior students are 
challenged to develop broader skills like 
curiosity, problem solving, teamwork 
and communication. They learn 
independence, empathy and reflection, 
and grow their resilience through self-
knowledge and self-care. These holistic 
skills are recognised in the Aspire 
Diploma, awarded at the end of Year 8.
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Our small class 
sizes, academic 

monitoring, 
outstanding 

pastoral care and 
forward-thinking 
curriculum ensure 

our students 
achieve the best 
foundation for 

the next step in 
their education.
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Across Years 9 to 11, academic focus 
now switches to GCSE preparation 
over three years, allowing plenty 
of time to learn and retain the 
demanding new syllabuses and the 
holistic principles that underpin our 
4H school. Year 9 study focuses more 
on the skills required at GCSE level 
rather than the specific curriculum 
content, ensuring students who join 
us from local Prep Schools can adapt 
quickly. Those students will be able 
to choose their GCSE options before 
starting with us. Students will also 
have the option of studying a project 
qualification to aid them in becoming 
inquisitive and independent learners.

Healthy mind, healthy body, 
healthy perspective
At Great Ballard, we don’t let exams 
dictate the shape and breadth of 
a happy, healthy education across 
these three crucial years of schooling. 
All students continue to enjoy co-
curricular subjects with an emphasis 
not just on achievement but on 
the specific health benefits they 
bring. All students continue to be 
active and inventive, with ongoing 
opportunities to create and perform. 
Alongside their participation in team 
sports, all students have a personal 
wellbeing plan. This is designed in an 
age-appropriate manner to support 
their physical and emotional fitness. 
Students continue to participate in 
timetabled wellbeing sessions designed 
to help them build the awareness and 
resilience necessary to face challenges 
across their senior school years.

Looking to the future
From Year 9 onwards, students are 
invited to careers talks, offering 
invaluable careers advice in a wide 
variety of sectors. As students move 
into Years 10 and 11, our Key Stage 3 
and 4 Academic Co-ordinator works 
with outside agencies and business 
partners to give students real-world 
work experience. We also arrange 
information talks by local senior schools 
and sixth form colleges for students 
and parents. At the end of Year 10, 
students are given the opportunity 
to take a Morrisby aptitude test and 
careers interview, which will highlight 
their strengths and career interests 
and help them choose the next 
steps in their education journey.

Learn2Achieve
As part of our unique ‘Achieve’ 
curriculum, all students are taught 
computer skills, leadership, presentation 
and communication skills and given 
opportunities to practise these 
both within school and in the wider 
community. All students have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. 
This allows students to achieve 
personal growth, broaden their 
skillsets, and develop their roles as 
future citizens through community 
volunteering opportunities. This 
is a natural progression from our 
Forest School and outdoor learning 
programmes within the Prep School.

Go Beyond
Students who show an aptitude 
in a particular area are invited to 
join our Go Beyond programme. 
They will be assigned a mentor 
and invited to extension activities, 
such as workshops, lectures and 
trips, to foster their interests and 
help them achieve excellence.

Achieving potential
Our senior students continue to hone 
the holistic skills developed in Years 
7 and 8 as they work towards our 
Achieve Diploma, awarded at the end 
of Year 11. The emphasis is now on the 
practical application of these skills 
through charity, enterprise and service 
in both their school and the world 
beyond. Classes remain small and the 
focus becomes increasingly tailored, 
with regular mentoring and support 
as students reach their final years at 
Great Ballard. Standardised testing 
continues, ensuring potential is reached 
and students are nurtured to become 
the very best versions of themselves. 
Attainment and effort grades continue 
to be given every half term, with the 
focus increasingly on challenge as 
students work towards their own best 
outcomes. Students learn resilience 
and positive working habits due to 
targets that are aspirational but always 
within their grasp. The Great Ballard 
journey is all about preparation for the 
next steps in school and, ultimately, 
for the world beyond. Our bespoke 
approach delivers the confidence 
students need to turn their aspirations 
into achievements as they progress 
through their three-year GCSE course. 

From Year 9 onwards, 
students are invited to 
careers talks, offering 
invaluable advice on a 

wide variety of sectors. 
As students move into 
Years 10 and 11, our Key 
Stage 3 and 4 Academic 

Co-ordinator works 
with outside agencies 
and business partners 
to give students real-

world work experience.

Years 9–11
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What will the core GCSE subjects be?
— Mathematics
— English Literature
— English Language
— Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics)

What will the additional options be?
These subjects may be available as a 
GCSE or vocational qualification.
—  Computer Science  

(All students continue to study 
technology up to Year 11, even if it 
is not a chosen GCSE option)

— History
— Geography
—  A modern foreign language 

(Spanish and French)
— PE*

— Art*

— Music*

— Drama*

* The availability of subjects marked with an asterix depend on the 
number of students selecting these as an option. Further options 
may be available (e.g.: Natural History and Business Studies).
Full details of our GCSE options can be found in our GCSE handbook.

When are options chosen?
Students will pick their GCSE options before the 
start of Year 9, in consultation with teachers and 
parents. There will be a presentation for parents 
and students about all subject options available 
during the Summer Term of Year 8, and students 
will decide their options (subject to timetabling 
restrictions) after this has taken place. At the 
start of Year 9, students’ academic timetables 
will condense to their chosen options, allowing 
them to focus on these academic areas for the 
three years leading up to their GCSE exams.

Enhanced curriculum
Our students continue to follow our enhanced 
curriculum all the way to GCSE level. They have 
timetabled lessons in wellbeing, personal fitness, 
computer skills, and leadership and communication 
skills. This curriculum is unique to Great Ballard 
and ensures all our students are supported in their 
learning and well prepared for their next steps.

GCSE 
options

At the start of 
Year 9, students’ 

academic 
timetables will 

condense to their 
chosen options, 
allowing them to 

focus on these 
academic areas 

for the three 
years leading up

to their GCSE 
exams.
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How can a visit be arranged?
Our dedicated School Office team look 
after every aspect of the admissions 
process and should be the first port 
of call for all prospective parents.
Whether you need more information 
or would like to register, enquire about 
our scholarships and bursaries, arrange 
a visit, or simply find out more about 
day to day life at Great Ballard, please 
get in touch and we’ll put you through 
to the relevant member of staff.
We always recommend a visit to the 
school and love to welcome prospective 
parents – whether on a personalised 
tour during school hours or at one 
of our organised Open Day events.
Prospective students are invited to 
attend a taster day, and references 
and their most recent school report 
would be requested if they’re interested 
in joining Great Ballard. Subject to 
us being able to match their GCSE 
course requirements, students can 
join Great Ballard any time during 
the school year, even mid-term.

What kind of families and 
children join the Senior 
School at Great Ballard?
There is no typical Great Ballard family 
or child. While some students join us 
from other independent schools, an 
equal amount are starting independent 
education for the first time. Our 
ambition is to always be inclusive 
and tailor our approach to meet our 
students’ needs. We want them to be 
the very best versions of themselves 
and not pale imitations of someone else.

What’s included in the 
Great Ballard fees?
Unlike many senior schools, our fees 
are fully inclusive of all school meals 
and snacks. You’ll also pay no extra 
for our extended hours if your child 
would like to stay on to complete their 
homework, and most after-school clubs 
are included in the fees. Apart from 
annual increases (which are guided by 
inflation), our school structure means 
that the fee band from Year 7 will 
not step up again before your child 
leaves us at the end of Year 11, allowing 
families to budget, making an excellent 
education even more affordable.

We would love to talk 
to you about our senior 
years programme. If you 
have any questions or 
would like to find out 
more, please contact us:

Email  
office@greatballard.co.uk 
or call +44 (0)1243 814236

There is no typical Great Ballard 
family or child. Our ambition 

is to always be inclusive. 

Next steps
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From a 
GREAT  
past...

to a 
GREAT  

future

“In many schools, Years 
7 to 9 can lack focus. 

Our curriculum ensures 
children in these years are 
well prepared and always 
motivated. They learn the 
skills they need to succeed 
both at exams and in life.”

 David Cuthbertson,  
Key Stage 3 and 4 

Academic Co-ordinator

19
40

“It’s not just in sport 
where things are closely 

shaped to every student’s 
needs. A Great Ballard 
education is tailored in 

ways that mean no child 
here is invisible; wellbeing 
is prioritised and everyone 

can find their purpose.”

Becki Lendrum, Head of Sport, 
Year 7–11 Pastoral Lead

19
60“I think Ivor Poole would 

have been really proud of 
the steps we’re taking to 
bring senior students to 
the school. Our founder 

always wanted the school 
to be caring, fair and 

different, and the Senior 
School now extends those 
values through to Year 11.”

Matt King, Head

The school motto  
‘Vincit qui se vincit’ which 
means ‘He conquers who 

conquers himself’ was 
established then and is still 

as relevant today, albeit 
with a modern take: 

CONQUER
YOURSELF.
CONQUER

ANYTHING. 20
21

“My family’s association 
with Great Ballard began 
with an inclusive story. 
We’re really proud that 
there’s no big step up in 

fees as children enter 
the Senior School. An 

independent education 
here is more accessible 

than ever before.”

Chris Jay

20
0

0“It matters so much 
that young people grow 

up in an environment 
where they learn to make 

a difference. Service, 
enterprise and leadership 

are on the curriculum 
at Great Ballard and not 
just voluntary extras.”

Current parent
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Find out more
We would love to talk to you about our Senior School.

If you have any questions, would like to find out 
more, or to arrange a visit, please contact us:

Email
office@greatballard.co.uk

Call
+44 (0)1243 814236


