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Return to school plan for pupils at Great Ballard

Following Government advice published during July, August
and September, we wanted to share with you a more

detailed opening plan for this term. Guidance has reflected
a desire that all pupils should return to school. So far as is

possible, we should aim to re-establish an educational
offering that is as “normal” as possible. As a smaller, well-

resourced school with a generous campus, we are in an
enviable position. While things can change rapidly and we

must be ready to adapt, we feel confident that Great Ballard
will continue to offer a broad, challenging and enjoyable

curriculum.

This plan is updated weekly and a revised whole school risk
assessment is available upon request and on the website.
We understand that advice is still likely to change as the
weeks pass and this will remain a dynamic and relevant

document.
The key measures we are taking are gathered in two key

areas: Prevention and Response.



Prevention

PUPIL GROUPINGS AND SEPARATION
• Social distancing for children is still advised, where possible, based on the revised 1m+

rule.
• Where possible, staff are required to stay 2 metres from other adults and students.

• The school will be grouped into two bubbles: Prep (Y3-8) and Pre Prep (N-Y2). The size of
these bubbles falls well within guidelines and allows the best teaching, the most varied

curriculum and the most “normal” education for our pupils.
• Classrooms will be reconfigured to maximise social distancing with desks facing forwards

wherever possible. 
• Pupil movement around school will be carefully supervised with one way systems in

evidence. 
• Where different classes are being taught in the same classrooms, desks and chairs will be

sprayed and wiped between lessons. 
• There will be no whole school gatherings and assemblies will take place in bubbles.  

PARENTS AND VISITORS
• As a general rule, parents should not be onsite and meetings should be conducted

remotely.
• Physical meetings onsite can only take place when booked through the office and when

suitable separation from the school community can be assured.
• Appropriate arrangements are in place for prospective parents and pupils wishing to visit

the school. 
• Other visits to the site during school hours are being discouraged and, where they are

required, protocols are in place and safety measures will be observed.

CO-CURRICULAR
• Sport and exercise will continue to play a big part in daily life with children outdoors as

often as possible. 
• National guidelines for sports will be observed. Competitive sport will recommence as

soon as it is deemed safe. Matches are included in the calendar but risks will be assessed 
as we approach them.

• We will be aiming, within the guidelines, to maintain music and drama provision and
individual lessons. Performances with audiences will not take place at the initial stage. 

TRIPS AND VISITS
• Trips will be risk assessed individually with a safety first approach.

• External speakers will follow a similar pattern with only essential visits taking place and
all guidelines on gatherings adopted.



MEALS
• Meals will be served as normal with bookings to be taken for breakfast and supper through

the office.
• The dining area has been extended and service amended to allow as much separation as

possible.
• Morning and afternoon snack will be served from the conservatory to minimise movement

and mingling.

TRANSPORT
• Drop off times will be as normal unless individual year groups are informed otherwise.

Wherever possible, please “drop and go” to minimise mixing on site. Staff will be on duty in 
the car park areas to welcome your children and ensure safe passage.

• School buses will run as normal, but with enhanced cleaning procedures and hand sanitizer 
will be made available. 

BOARDING AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE
• Boarding will not reopen at the start of September but we will review this as term progresses.

• Childcare and after school activities will be available until 6:30pm every evening. Please
book in at least 24 hours in advance. Timings may vary for different age groups.

HYGIENE AND SAFETY
• Hand sanitizers will be stationed in all classrooms and key school areas.

• Handwashing routines with soap and warm water will again be encouraged and prioritised.
• Good respiratory hygiene will be promoted using the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.
• Enhanced cleaning routines will be in place, including regular cleaning of frequently

 touched surfaces.
• Normal uniform will be worn but, to minimise changing, pupils who have sport and PE will

come to school wearing appropriate clothing on those days. Further information on 
timetable will follow.

• Face coverings will not be advised in school, but those wishing to wear one will be
 permitted to do so.

TRAVEL, QUARANTINE, BEHAVIOUR OUTSIDE SCHOOL
• Parents will be reminded that pupils who have coronavirus symptoms, or who have 

someone in their household who does, must not attend school.
• Families should observe the safest practices outside school and minimise risk.

• Families will be reminded to discourage mixing beyond school bubbles and consider the
safety of others in their actions.

• Families travelling abroad must consider and apply the most up to date rules on quarantine.
• Please inform the school if for any reason your child is unable to return to school for the

 start of term.



Response

PUPILS PRESENTING WITH CORONAVIRUS SYMPTOMS
• If a pupil displays COVID-19 symptoms at home, they should not come into school and

parents should follow government guidelines. Parents should keep the school informed.
• If a pupil displays symptoms whilst at school, the pupil will be brought to the boarding area

where they can be isolated awaiting collection. Parents will be advised to seek testing and
then follow Government advice re: isolation.

• If pupils do test positive the school will comply fully with the Government’s test and trace
programme.

• Parents of pupils who have had Covid-19 are advised to seek medical advice before
deciding that their children are ready to return to school

REMOTE LEARNING
• If there is a need to isolate groups or if there is an order to close temporarily, we will be

ready to implement a full remote learning programme again.
• Individual pupils who need to self-isolate or who cannot attend school for other reasons
will be kept in touch by their tutors or class teachers and encouraged to log in to lessons

from home.
• Teachers’ planning for the term ahead will acknowledge the possibility of a “mixed-
economy” in which transition between remote and face to face learning may become

unavoidable.
• As a small school we will endeavour to meet all pupils’ individual needs.

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AND WELLBEING:
• All staff will be briefed about supporting pupils fully as they return to school.

• Our focus in the initial weeks will be on reintegration, induction and establishing
relationships.

• We intend to make the most of our wonderful location and resources to ensure pupils’
school experience remains broad, challenging and fun.

• We will monitor student welfare and be ready to support and intervene where we have
concerns.

If you have any questions do please join us at 5pm on Tuesday September 1st for our Parent
Meet. A link for this will be sent out when we update the plan and risk assessment and

republish them on Friday 28th August.

If you need a more urgent response or you cannot attend then please contact us via the
office so that we can ensure you receive a swift response.


