
Make Community Solar 
Permanent in Maryland
Equity – Energy – Economy
House Bill 908 will make Maryland’s community solar 
pilot program permanent, while supporting equity, 
clean energy, and economic priorities for the state.

What is Community Solar?

Community solar refers to mid-scale solar facilities on private 
land, commercial rooftops, landfills, or industrial sites, that are 
shared by multiple community subscribers who receive credit 
on their electricity bills for their share of the power produced. 
Community solar provides a cost-effective solution for the 
majority of customers that don’t have an option for onsite solar 
because they rent, live in multi-tenant buildings, have roofs that 
are unable to host a solar system, or experience some other 
mitigating factor. Community solar broadens consumer choice 
and access to clean energy while enabling utility bill savings for 
families, businesses, and public service organizations.

Is Community Solar in Maryland Today?

Yes. A community solar “pilot” program has been in place since 2017, which has 
attracted significant interest from developers and customers. Nearly 90% of the 460 
megawatts of community solar made available through “Year 6” of the pilot program 
has been reserved and is under development or operating in the state.1 “Year 7” of 
the pilot, which includes about 120 additional megawatts, is the final year of the 
program. All told, Maryland’s seven-year community solar pilot program will result in 
enough capacity for about 90,000 customers to participate (~5% of the customers in 
investor-owned utility territory).2

Ground mount community solar project courtesy of TurningPoint Energy
Location: Upper Marlboro, MD
Project size: 2,340 kWdc
Carbon offset: 259 fewer cars on the road each year

1 See links to each utility’s website (which each include program capacity statistics), at the PSC’s community solar website: https://www.psc.state.md.us/electricity/community-solar-pilot-program/
2 Based on EIA-861 data for 2021 for Utility-Bundled Sales to Ultimate Customers- Residential. In 2021 the total IOU residential customer count was 1.76 million, and total sales were 19.75 million 
megawatt hours. Based on this, the average residential customer consumes about 11,200 kilowatt hours a year. PWatts’s indicates a one kW-ac project in Baltimore produces about 1,740 kilowatt-
hours a year.

Rooftop community solar project courtesy of Summit Ridge Energy 
Location: Windsor Mill, MD
Project size: 410 kWdc
Carbon offset: 953,885 miles driven by a car
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What’s the Problem?

The problem is that the pilot program in Maryland is just that, it’s a pilot. 
The pilot will sunset at the end of 2024 which means project development 
— which can take several years from the time of inception to the point at 
which a project is interconnected to the grid — will begin to cease without 
some indication of the program’s future. If the sunset date is not lifted by 
the legislature in the 2023 session, the momentum for the program, and 
indeed the entire market, will be halted, preventing the state from being able 
to leverage billions in federal incentive dollars while leaving 95% Maryland’s 
investor-owned electricity customers without an option for offsite solar. 

What’s the Solution?

House Bill 908 would make community solar a permanent customer option for Marylanders 
and allow it to play an increasing role in meeting the state’s ambitious solar energy targets. By 
removing the status as a “pilot” and lifting the arbitrary limits on capacity, this bill would give 
developers the confidence to leverage limited federal tax incentives and continue to pursue project 
opportunities in Maryland. Most importantly, it will ensure community solar remains an option for 
customers seeking clean energy alternatives and a means to lower their electricity costs. 

HB 908 goes beyond simply lifting the pilot status and capacity cap for the program. It achieves a 
trifecta of policy goals for Maryland, including:

Equity

The bill requires every project to dedicate at least 40% of its capacity for subscriptions by low-to-
moderate income customers, ensuring electricity cost savings reach those that need it most. This 
will be a marked improvement over the pilot program’s clunkier structure which splits capacity into 
several different buckets based on various policy objectives.

It also requires the option of consolidated billing, which will allow for broader participation and an 
easier experience for participating customers.

Energy

By making community solar a permanent option in Maryland’s clean energy tool chest, the state 
is better positioned to achieve its target of 14.5% solar energy by 2030. As it stands, the state is 
falling significantly short of its Solar Renewable Energy Certificate (SRECs) requirements.3

Community solar enables mid-scale solar development that balances economies of scale with 
flexible project sizing and siting. HB 908 goes a step further to incentivize (via allowing co-
location) projects that are sited in areas that are already disturbed by development, such as 
rooftops and on industrial or brownfield lands.

Economic Growth

Community solar creates jobs, generates economic activity, increases local county revenues, and 
provides land and property owners with alternative revenue streams.

Importantly, this bill will position Maryland to attract investors leveraging billions in federal tax 
incentives associated with the landmark Inflation Reduction Act passed in 2022 that will be 
available in limited capacity allocations from 2023 – 2033.

3 http://www.psc.state.md.us/wp-content/uploads/CY21-RPS-Annual-Report_Final.pdf

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0908?ys=2023RS

