
 

 

Press Release 

Beirut Contemporary is pleased to invite you to the opening of 

the exhibition 

 
Extimacy 
Shawki Youssef 
On July 14th at 5pm  

 

Exhibition Dates  
July 14th– October 2nd 2021 

 

About Us 
Beirut Contemporary is an art space exhibiting contemporary artists from the 

Middle East, backed by cultural events and side exhibitions, conducting festivals as 

well as art and culture projects. 

 

Director’s Note 
The exhibition “Extimacy” displays Shawki Youssef’s most recent expressionistic 

contemporary work. The term, shaped by psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan in the mid-

20th century, challenges the traditional psychological distinction between 

exteriority and psychic interiority or intimacy. Hypothetically, instead of this 

fundamental distinction, “extimacy” indicates the identity between the dual poles, 

joining the outer world with the intimate inner subjectivity.  
 

Joachim Liebscher 
Co-Founder and Director 

 

Curator’s Note 
“I am a mixer”, says Shawki Youssef. This not only describes the title of the exhibition 

most aptly, but also the dynamic, deep, wild, angry, violent, multifaceted character 

of his compositions, while joining it with the inner softness of the soul, the joy, 

longing, searching, fearing and loving. Or, vice versa, meeting the outer violence and 

chaos with the inner discipline of thought and intention. 

  

Rasha Salah 
Co-Founder and Curator 



 

 

 
Artist’s Statement 

Isn’t it strange to talk about Love in a moment, in which words and concepts seem 

more scattered then ever, a moment we share without yet knowing the full extent 

on how it will affect us. 

A moment that I try, like I always did, to react to. 

The intranquility is a main drive in my work that is based on a raw emotional 

response. This language I use, drawing and painting, is always a manifestation of time 

passing by.  

  

Yes it is love, yes she is “the object of love” with all what love brings.  

  

Object is presence, appearance and energy.  

  

Not knowing where to go in painting was always a prerequisite in the way I 

understand painting. My process is not to find a style but to continuously search for 

it. Painting is not about finding, it’s about searching. The work finds difficulties in 

“clarifying” itself. The lines are just tensed in scribing a feeling towards a thigh, a 

river, or those voids between humans. Working with a blade on a white paper, seeing 

less using a harder tool to manipulate protects me from the seduction of my previous 

work, from my knowledge.  

Yes it is the object of love, yes it is scattered, violent, delicate, waiting for washes to 

reveal noisy, agitated spaces frequently interrupted by silence. 

 

Shawki Youssef 

 



 

 

Artist’s Bio 
Shawki Youssef is an established, mid-career contemporary artist. He was born 1973 

in Beirut, lives and works in Lebanon. He studied fine arts and cultural sciences. After 

receiving a BFA at the Lebanese University of Beirut in painting and drawing, 1994, 

he completed his MSc at St. Joseph's University in intercultural mediation in 2007. 

 
Both fields of interest jointly feed into his work, exploring the conditions of Lebanese 

contemporary society and their effects on human beings. His work mainly consists 

of painting and drawing, also working with various media such as video, performance 

and text.  

 

The tense and tormented bodies that often appear in Shawki Youssef’s artwork bring 

to mind the effects of emotional trauma and oppression on the human body. 

Anonymous representations and dislocated figures typify the collective human 

struggle and form an animated observation of societies under constant pressure of 

violence, war and loss of humanity. 

 

His most recent solo-show at Beirut Contemporary in Lisbon 2021 shows a selection 

of less figurative work, reflecting on the traces, which the relationship of the outer 

other with the inner self may leave, questioning, stretching and combining these two 

polarities in a fusional mental space.     

 

2004-2020 Art Works 
2021  Gallerie Bessières, Chatou, France, Collective Show, Drawings 
 

2021  Gallerie Yellow Cube,   Paris, France, Collective Show, "on borders", 

Drawings 
 

2020 “ تهذيب بدون ”, Beirut, Lebanon, Collective Painting Experience, Paintings  
 

2019   Agial Art Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon, “9 Mornings and 13 Goodnights”,   

Paintings and Drawings  
 

2018   Saleh Barakat Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon,  Collective Show, Drawings 
 

2014   Tanit Art Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon, Collective Work Exhibition with  

Walid Sadek, Jacko Restikian, Bassam Kahwaji, Aissa Dibé, Ghaith al 

Amine  
 



 

 

2013   Green Art Gallery, Dubai, UAE, “Fluid Being and Acid Fields, Paintings  

and Drawings 

 

2012   Beirut Exhibition Center, Beirut, Lebanon, “Rebirth“ and “Journeys  

through our Heritage“, Drawings and Videos           

   

2012 Institut du Monde Arabe, Paris, France, “Le Corps Découvert “,  

Drawings  
 

2011 Agial Art Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon, “Hollow Flesh“, Paintings and  

Drawings  
 

2008  LAA Gallery, Beirut, Lebanon, “Construct Lebanon“, New Media Art 

Show,Web Game 
 

2007  The Crypt, St Josef Church, Beirut, Lebanon, “Skin Side“,  

Interactive Installation 
 

2007 Art Lounge, Beirut, Lebanon, “Three“, Paintings  
 

2007 Goethe Institute, Beirut, Lebanon, “Japanese Jump“, Video Installation 
 

2006  Gallery B-312, Montréal, Canada, “Vues de Beyrouth“, Video Installation 
 

2004   Al-Jazeera TV, “New media in Lebanon“ Documentary, Writing and  

Direction 
 

2004 Cinema Empire, Beirut, Lebanon, “One of These Days People Went Out“,  

Festival International de Vidéo et Création, Lecture & Video 
 

2004 Sursock Museum, Beirut, Lebanon, “Pickled Book“, Collage  
 

2005 Espace SD, Beirut, Lebanon, Iconography, Still Images, Installation  
 

2004  1ère Biennale de Paris, Paris, France, “Virtual Space“, Text 
 

2003 Unesco, Paris, France, Design Show 
 

1999 Espace sd Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon, “About the Other”,  

Collaboration with Jacko Restikian 

 


