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9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your
ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

Isaiah 55:9 NLT

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the
people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A
farmer went out to sow his seed.”

Matthew 13:1-3 NIV

4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up
quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil,
where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9
Whoever has ears, let them hear.

Matthew 13:4-9 NIV

16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches
us to do what is right. 

2 Timothy 3:16 NLT

“The Bible gives us our orientation to God and the baseline for processing the
drama each day brings. It challenges our motivations and gives us the deep wisdom
it takes to function as the body of Christ.”

― Brian Hardin 

 



Seed on the Hard Path

Seed on the Rocky Ground

Seed Among the Thorns and Weeds

 

4 As He was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and
ate it up.

Matthew 13:4 NIV

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path.

Matthew 13:18-19 NIV

12 I said, ‘Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you will harvest a crop of love.
Plow up the hard ground of your hearts, for now is the time to seek the Lord, that
he may come and shower righteousness upon you.’

Hosea 10:12 NLT

5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly,
because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were
scorched, and they withered because they had no root.

Matthew 13:5-6 NIV

20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at
once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time.
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 

Matthew 13:20-21 NIV

7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.
Matthew 13:7 NIV

 



Good Soil

 
22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but
the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it
unfruitful. 

Matthew 13:22 NIV

1-2 So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it.
Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the
ground, absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to
what is going on around Christ—that’s where the action is. See things from His
perspective.

Colossians 3:1-2 MSG

3-4 Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life—even though invisible
to spectators—is with Christ in God. He is your life…

Colossians 3:3-4 MSG

8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or
thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.

Matthew 13:8-9 NIV

23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and
understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or
thirty times what was sown.

Matthew 13:23 NIV

“We often miss hearing God’s voice simply because we aren’t paying attention.” 
― Rick Warren 

 


