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2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.

James 1:2-3 NIV

3 …we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.

Romans 5:3-4 NIV

29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but
also to suffer for him.

Philippians 1:29 NIV

To suffer well means that in your deepest pains—even when you don’t feel God,
you choose to trust Him, embrace His sovereignty and goodness in all things, and
believe that He can bring JOY in abundance even in the darkest valleys.

7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is
from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but
not destroyed.

2 Corinthians 4:7-9 NIV

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet
inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 

2 Corinthians 4:16NIV

17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that
far outweighs them all. 

2 Corinthians 4:17NIV

 
 



Your Sufferings are Not Just About You

The JOY of Embracing God’s Sovereignty

The JOY of Preaching

The JOY of Looking Away from Self

18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen
is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:18NIV

10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given
over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal
body.

2 Corinthians 4:10-11NIV

12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.
2 Corinthians 4:12NIV

2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these
forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart,
whether or not you would keep his commands.

Deuteronomy 8:2 NIV

The greatest path to joy is in taking care of people—looking away from yourself
and loving others.

1 …let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow
weary and lose heart.

Hebrews 12:1-3 NIV
 


