
 
It’s Not Over

Pastor Mark Lehmann

 
14 Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our

old life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive His new life will no longer live
for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them. 16 So
we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought
of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know Him now! 17 This

means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone;
a new life has begun!

2 Corinthians 5:14-17 NLT
 

 God Says Your Upbringing Does Not Define You
 

20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a
ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 

Genesis 37:20 NIV
 

“Bitterness never staked its claim. Anger never metastasized into hatred. His heart never
hardened; his (Joseph’s) resolve never vanished. He not only survived; he thrived.”  

― Max Lucado
 

 Being Used by God is not Dependent on Your Past 
 

20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now
being done, the saving of many lives.

Genesis 50:20 NIV
 

“But God will use your mess for good. We see a perfect mess; God sees a perfect chance
to train, test, and teach the future prime minister. We see a prison; God sees a kiln. We
see famine; God sees the relocation of his chosen lineage. We call it Egypt; God calls it
protective custody, where the sons of Jacob can escape barbaric Canaan and multiply

abundantly in peace. We see Satan’s tricks and ploys. God sees Satan tripped and
foiled.” 

― Max Lucado
 



 Your Failures Do Not Define You
 

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who
do people say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others
say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?”
he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed

in heaven.”
Matthew 16:13-19 NIV

 
31 On the way, Jesus told them, “Tonight all of you will desert me. For the Scriptures

say, ‘God will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But
after I have been raised from the dead, I will go ahead of you to Galilee and meet you
there.”33 Peter declared, “Even if everyone else deserts you, I will never desert you.” 34
Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the rooster crows, you
will deny three times that you even know me.” 35 “No!” Peter insisted. “Even if I have to

die with you, I will never deny you!” And all the other disciples vowed the same. 
Matthew 26:31-35 NLT

 
54 So they arrested him and led him to the high priest’s home. And Peter followed at a
distance. 55 The guards lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat around it, and

Peter joined them there. 56 A servant girl noticed him in the firelight and began staring
at him. Finally, she said, “This man was one of Jesus’ followers!” 57 But Peter denied it.

“Woman,” he said, “I don’t even know him!” 58 After a while someone else looked at
him and said, “You must be one of them!” “No, man, I’m not!” Peter retorted. 59 About

an hour later someone else insisted, “This must be one of them, because he is a
Galilean, too.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you are talking about.” And

immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed.
61 At that moment the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words
flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will
deny three times that you even know me.” 62 And Peter left the courtyard, weeping

bitterly.  
Luke 22: 54-62 NLT



6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in
due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. 8 Be alert and of

sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that

the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of
sufferings. 10 And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong,

firm and steadfast. 11 To Him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  
1 Peter 5:6-11 NIV

 
“Failures are not fatal. It’s not that He loves what you did, but He loves who you are.
You are his. The One who has the right to condemn you provided the way to acquit

you. You make mistakes. God doesn’t. And He made you.”
― Max Lucado

 
“Failing is not a disgrace unless you make it the last chapter of your book.”

― Jack Hyles


