
BAY HOPE 
MEMBERSHIP





  A BRIEF HISTORY 

  OF BAY HOPE CHURCH

Bay Hope is a connectional church of the 
United Methodist Church. In other words, 
BHC is one church in the larger UMC family 
of 34,000 churches across America and even 
more worldwide. To learn more about the 
United Methodist Church (UMC), visit their 
website: umc.org. 

BHC was chartered in 1985 at Claywell 
Elementary. After moving to the property 
where the Lakeshore Campus is today, we 
have continued to grow and expand into 
multiple services and campuses around 
Tampa Bay.  
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BELIEFS

GOD
God, creator and ruler of the universe, who is one, is revealed in 
three distinct persons: God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. 

JESUS CHRIST
We believe that Jesus Christ was miraculously conceived, born of a 
virgin, and lived a sinless life. Jesus Christ was fully man and fully 
God, walked our earth, lived a life of obedience, suffered at the hands 
of men, died on the cross, rose again and now sits at the right hand 
of God.  

HOLY SPIRIT
The Holy Spirit is the advocate God gives to us who will never leave 
us. He is the teacher of truth who leads us as we walk in our faith 
journey. The Holy Spirit continually draws us to God. (John 14:16-17). 

BIBLE 
We believe that the Bible is God’s Word and is the primary authority 
for our faith and how we live our lives. 

SALVATION
Since we disobeyed God (sinned), we are separated from God. 
Jesus Christ offers us a chance to reunite with God through Jesus 
Christ’s death on the cross. His death erases our sins, and allows 
us to surrender our lives to Jesus Christ’s will. Then, the Holy Spirit 
continues His life-changing work.

CHURCH
The Church is the community of believers who have surrendered 
their lives to Jesus Christ through salvation. The Church's role is 
to connect people to a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ 
through the power and leadership of the Holy Spirit. 
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MISSION & VALUES

THE MISSION OF BAY HOPE IS CLEAR: 

TO CONNECT PEOPLE TO A 
LIFE-CHANGING RELATIONSHIP 
WITH JESUS CHRIST.

EVERY THING WE DO AT BAY HOPE CHURCH SERVES THAT MISSION. 
WE ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION BY LIVING OUT THESE VALUES:

DARING FAITH  
We are innovative risk-takers, praying and acting boldly, expecting 
God to create supernatural breakthroughs. 

FEARLESS SERVICE
We are action-oriented servants, pushing through all obstacles to 
astonish people with the love of Jesus Christ. 

EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY  
We are adventurous givers, bravely sharing our resources to punch 
holes in the darkness with the light of Jesus Christ. 

PASSIONATE EXCELLENCE  
We relentlessly give our very best to honor God and inspire people. 

UNSHAKEABLE FOCUS ON THE FUTURE  
We make outrageous investments in the next generation, raising 
spiritually heroic children and youth. 
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VISION & STRATEGY

Bay Hope has a very specific, God-given vision for how we will live 
out our mission statement in the coming years. We live by those 
five values mentioned above so that we can achieve this vision.

VISION
Look closely at our logo and you'll see a glimpse of the "30 by 30" 
vision. Inside our logo are 30 dots, reminding us of the vision to 
mobilize 30,000 disciples of Jesus in Tampa Bay by 2030.

STRATEGY
You might ask, “How are we planning to fit 30,000 people into 
our church family?” After much prayer and consulting, we have 
a plan we like to call the 3M strategy. This is how we will achieve 
the 30x30 vision! 
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THE THREE “M”S ARE: 
MAXIMIZE
We will maximize our current campuses to reach their 
fullest potential for connecting our community to Jesus 
Christ.

MULTIPLY
We will multiply campuses of Bay Hope Church in Tampa 
Bay to share the hope of Jesus with the 3,000,000 souls 
in Tampa Bay (Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas).

MOBILIZE
We will mobilize 30,000 disciples of Jesus Christ in Tampa 
Bay by 2030 for the transformation of the world! #30by30
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WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 
A MEMBER
Together as Bay Hope Church, our heart beats 
so that people can find their place in the family 
of God.

When you join our Bay Hope family as a 
member, you become a stakeholder in the 
future of Bay Hope Church. Members are 
compelled to go deeper. They are people who 
know the “why” and are bought into the vision 
that God has for us. Members are excited to 
take their place in the movement of God at Bay 
Hope Church. They are invested in doing the 
work it takes to get there. 

As a church, Bay Hope Church believes we 
are one family, where everyone has a seat at 
the table. We want our family to experience 
God’s best! Our commitment is to provide 
opportunities for 30,000 people to find their 
seats at our table, take their next steps and 
change the world in Tampa and beyond.

We believe that EVERYONE can change 
the world and we are all called to be world 
changers through sharing the gospel, regular 
giving, and service to others. We can change the 
world through the power of the Holy Spirit so 
that everyone can have a place in the family of 
God. As members, we will connect people to a 
life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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WHEN YOU BECOME A PART OF OUR BAY HOPE 

FAMILY IN OFFICIAL MEMBERSHIP, YOU ARE 

SAYING YES TO THE FOLLOWING:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior 
and have you surrendered your life to Him?

Do you profess the Christian faith as contained in the 
scriptures of the Old and New  Testaments?

Will you, by God’s grace, live a life that becomes a model 
and example of the love of Jesus?

Will you support Bay Hope Church by your prayers, your 
presence, your gifts and your service?
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BAY HOPE CHURCH LIVES OUT OUR 

MEMBERSHIP PROMISES 
BAY HOPE CHURCH PRAYS:
We pray for Bay Hope for many reasons: So that we all will have 
inner strength through God’s Spirit, so that Christ would make His  
home among us, so that we are rooted in God’s love to keep us 
strong, so that we have power to understand how massive God’s 
love is, so that we experience the love of Christ, and so that we 
will be made complete with life and power that comes from God. 
Ephesians 3:14-19

We also pray for Bay Hope because our mission is grounded on 
God’s power:

“Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty power at 
work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask  
or think. Glory to Him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all 
generations forever and ever! Amen.” Ephesians 3:20

In order to support Bay Hope by your prayers, we ask that you 
pray boldly for everyone in our Bay Hope community who may be  
experiencing challenges or needs at this time (some of those top 
needs include: health, relationships, cancer, addictions, finances/
careers, death/loss, and salvation and spiritual growth for all). In 
the event that you need your Bay Hope community to pray for 
you, email prayer@bayhope.com or go to our website: bayhope.
com and search “prayer.” 

BAY HOPE CHURCH IS PRESENT:
We come together regularly in worship and in groups because 
God has built us for community just as He exists in community 
(with Jesus and the Holy Spirit).

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 
good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day 
of His return is drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24-25

In order to support Bay Hope by your presence, we ask that you 
worship in community regularly because worship is a vital part 
of the well-being of every Christ-follower. As we consistently take 
our seats to worship God, we welcome others to do the same. We 
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also  encourage you to move from the rows of the worship 
center to the circles of a group. Groups are where community and 
growth happen. We have many “circles” for you to choose from, 
and we believe everyone has a seat in a circle! Choose a gender or 
age-specific group, a topic-based Bible study, or a group focused 
on mission work. For more information, email groups@bayhope.
com or go to our website: bayhope.com and search “groups.”  

BAY HOPE CHURCH GIVES:
We give to God because God asks us to trust Him with our tithes:

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough 
food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I 
will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing 
so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me 
to the test!” Malachi 3:10

The whole idea behind giving money to God is to open the 
floodgates of His blessings for not only the groups of people He 
wants us to help, but also for us. God is not a taker, He is a giver, 
and He wants us to experience the joy of giving with Him.

In order to support Bay Hope by your gifts, we ask that you give 
with extravagant generosity so that we can partner with God 
to change the world. You can do this by bringing your tithe to 
a worship service, giving at one of the kiosks in the lobby or 
signing up online to give electronically. For more information, 
email give@bayhope.com or go to our website: bayhope.com and 
search “give.”

BAY HOPE CHURCH SERVES:
We serve simply because God told us to: 

“God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of 
spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.” 1 Peter 4:10

In order to support Bay Hope by your service, we ask that you 
discover where and how to serve others in the name of Jesus. We 
desire that your service is life-giving and life-changing! 

Bay Hope offers a wide variety of long and short term service 
opportunities: whether it’s on one of our campuses, off campus 
through a local or global mission partner, or serving members 
of our congregation through one of our Care Teams. We have 
something for everyone! To find the right on campus opportunity 
for you, email serve@bayhope.com or go to our website: 
bayhope.com and search “serve”. For an off campus opportunity, 
go to our website: bayhope.com and search “missions”.
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B A Y H O P E . C O M

Binding together in membership, true 
community and living out our vows 
to support Bay Hope will lead us to 
see 30,000 disciples mobilized in the 
name of Jesus for the transformation 
of the world! 

We are so excited to welcome you 
in to our Bay Hope family and can’t 
wait to see what God is going to do 
now that you are a part of our team. 

L E T ’ S  G O  B R I N G  H O P E  T O  T H E  B A Y ! 


