
YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE AWARD 

 

June 17th, 2022,  Written and presented by Sandie Gibson 

 

Good evening Everyone 

When I was asked to present the You Make The Difference Award I took 

time to reflect on what this award really represents. 

The award certificate states, and I quote, “For demonstrating excellence 

and professionalism, inspiring others and outstanding contributions to 

the education community in Halton”. 

For a short statement this certainly embodies huge individual 

commitment.  As members of HDEAA you are tasked with many roles 

within the HDSB and you always undertake and strive to fulfill your jobs 

with the utmost professionalism, whether you are a new employee, one 

who has been with us for a few years or one whose career is nearing the 

end. 

During the past three years, while dealing with the restrictions of the 
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COVID pandemic, these roles expanded to include online education.  This 

was a learning experience for many and, true to your commitment, 

successfully achieved.  The pandemic tested our ability to deal with the 

difficulties of isolation, while working in a hands-on school environment; 

our inability to fully connect with other members of our HDEAA 

community,  and our capability of debriefing with team members after a 

difficult day.  However, you overcame these challenges and applied your 

skills in many creative ways and for this you are all being recognized 

tonight. 

The award criteria addresses being a valued member of the educational 

community and believing each student is valued.  These past few years 

have given us a deeper insight on how valuable and vulnerable they truly 

are.  Your contributions made, and will continue to make, all the 

difference during difficult times for our students and their families. 
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As the school year draws to a close change is always the norm.  New 

grade placements, a change in student assignment, transfers to a 

different school, team members leaving, others arriving, new 

administration, retirement, etc., all contribute to a myriad of emotions.  

Traditionally, many use the summer break to reflect, refresh and renew 

in preparation for the upcoming year. 

For a special group, our HDEAA retirees, tonight is the occasion to 

recognize all the contributions they have made during their careers.  So 

many students have benefited from their expertise and they will be 

remembered and appreciated by many families.   Some retirees also 

involved themselves by sitting on HDEAA committees and on our 

Executive.   They have been able to impart a wealth of knowledge and 

guidance to many HDEAA members and for their involvement we thank 

them.  



-4- 

You Make The Difference Award - June 17th, 2022 

Now, a new future awaits these individuals.   Travel, life at the cottage, 

reconnecting with family and friends are just a few of the many activities 

which they can look forward to enjoying.  Congratulations to all our 

retirees.  As you begin this new chapter in your life may all your hopes 

and plans materialize. 

Tonight’s award is normally presented to one individual who has been 

nominated by their peers.  However, circumstances dictate this process 

is not possible to achieve this year and as, collectively, you have all 

contributed to inspire others and further education within the Halton 

community the You Make The Difference Award is being presented to 

every member of HDEAA.  Congratulations. 

Looking forward, now is the time to regroup, reflect on what you have 

accomplished throughout this difficult time and embrace a positive new 

beginning next year. 
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Enjoy your well-deserved break and, as the 2022-2023 year begins, 

remember that not all superheroes wear capes but to someone you are 

their superhero. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


