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I have created this companion guide to give you a photographic look
behind the black & white coloring images in our San Francisco

Chinatown coloring book. 
 

I took these photos during my many visits to Chinatown over the
past couple of years. They were my inspiration 

for the images in the book.
 

I hope, you enjoy the pages that follow and find inspiration
for your own coloring.

 
As always, I would love to see your colored creations! 

 
Email us at 

pr@culturetocolor.com
or text to 386-228-5147

or share on social media  with these hashtags

#SFChinatown & #CultureToColor
 

Thank you for you love & support!!
 

WELCOME TO 
EXPLORE & COLOR

SAN FRANCISCO CHINATOWN

Bibi LeBlanc

Culture to Color



Enter Chinatown through the
pagoda-style Dragon Gate to
encounter another world in
the heart of San Francisco.
Beyond its portals, you will
find a vibrant community and
many treasures, from teas and
dim sum, silk, and gems,
antiques to modern
knickknacks — it is a world
waiting to be discovered.

DRAGON GATE
龙门



Step through the Dragon Gate and
find yourself on Grant Avenue, the
heart of Chinatown. This street is
known the world over for its wide
variety of shops and restaurants, 
and as the location for many
celebrations and festivals. 



The Chinese dragon is a
magnificent and fierce-
looking creature. It has
become  the symbol of China
and Chinese culture.
Depictions of dragons can 
be found everywhere — on
buildings, in legends,
astrology, sculptures,
paintings, names, and, of
course, festivals.



The alluring building was once home to the

largest Chinese Telephone Exchange outside of

China. The operators had to memorize

thousands of phone numbers and manually

connect calls by plugging wires into

switchboards. The women had to know all the

languages spoken in Chinatown, including the

different dialects, and English. Some days they

handled more than 13,000 calls.



TEA
茶

Today, tea is among the most
popular beverages in the world. 

Visit a Chinatown 
tea shop to find out why, and
choose from a wide variety of
loose-leaf teas  and tea sets to
take home.



It is listed as one of the top 10 parades in the world by
the International  Festivals & Events Association.
Watched by thousands of in-person spectators and
millions of television viewers around the globe, this
parade is the largest Asian cultural celebration in North
America.

This is an event you don't want to miss — it is a
dazzling feast for your eyes and camera!

Gung Hay Fat Choy!
贡海胖崔！



 

San Francisco's cable cars  are loved and recognized
around the world.  They have changed little and have
climbed the city's hills at a steady 9 mph since 1873.



As you stroll through Chinatown, chances
are you will hear the shuffling of mahjong

tiles, sometimes referred to as "the
twittering of sparrows," coming from

behind many doors.  Mahjong is a
prominent part of local culture.  Mahjong
loosely translates to "sparrow," but most

San Franciscans refer to it as MJ. 



CHINATOWN RESTAURANTS
唐人街的餐厅

Chinatown has many
restaurants from which to
choose, ranging from small
takeout hideaways to upscale,
elegant restaurants with
dazzling décor. You might
even find yourself in a dining
room you've seen on one of
the travel and food shows. 



Amid a backdrop of traditional Chinese architecture
stands a historic Gothic cathedral, Old St. Mary's,

San Francisco's first Catholic church.  
 

The Dragon Street Lamps were originally designed
for the Diamond Jubilee Festival in 1925.

 



LION DANCE
舞狮

Performed by two
dancers in a
colorful lion

costume, the lion
dance requires

strength, agility,
and practice. 



With its traditional architecture and bold
colors, this beautiful building will capture
your attention as you explore Chinatown. 



Have you ever wondered
where fortune cookies come
from or how they are made?
Here is your chance to find
out. Follow the scent of
sweetness to Ross Alley, and 
 pop into the Fortune Cookie
Factory, a family-owned
bakery that has been 
hand-making fortune cookies
since 1962, and is one of San
Francisco's hidden treasures.



San Francisco Chinatown

is known around the

world for its striking

architecture. Picturesque

and colorful, the

elaborate designs

combined with the

ubiquitous 

red lanterns will make

you feel you've entered a

different world.

 



The Showgirl Magic Museum at
the Clarion Performing Arts Center

honors the 20th-century
Chinatown nightclub era, and is

well worth a visit!



a picturesque place to relax and enjoy
life, observe people, and sometimes

even experience an impromptu
musical performance. 

At the heart of this bustling community
is Portsmouth Square,



CHINESE KITES
中国风筝

Kite flying is a popular pastime in San Francisco, and kites play an
essential role in Chinese celebrations. 



Waving to you from many shop windows in
Chinatown, finely dressed cat figurines with
one paw raised beckon you to step inside.
These good-luck charms go by many
names: fortune cat, lucky cat, or money cat,
to name a few.



The Sing Fat and Sing Chong buildings
have become iconic landmarks and 
are synonymous with San Francisco
Chinatown. They remain two of the 
most photographed sights in the city.



Walk the crowded sidewalks past boxes of dried fish,
displays of exotic produce, and restaurant windows
festooned with roasted ducks, and take in the sounds
and smells for an intense immersion into Chinatown.



DIM SUM
点心

Be sure to get a taste of
Chinatown while you're

here! A great way to
experience  a wide

variety of flavors is to
try dim sum.

 
OR

 
Dim sum means "to

touch the heart" – try
some and discover the

reason for yourself!



Contemporary culture and old-
world values meet in a dazzling

display of color.

TRADITIONAL & MODERN

传统与现代



The Willie “Woo Woo” Wong Playground is a favorite
destination used by residents and visitors of all ages.

Opened in 1927, this well-loved playground served as
the training ground for young Willie Wong. 



The streets of Chinatown are full of pleasant
surprises. Follow the sounds of familiar tunes
played on unfamiliar instruments to find
street musicians performing American
favorites on Chinese instruments, a truly
unusual experience!



MAP OF CHINATOWN

中国城的地图



SAN FRANCISCO CHINATOWN

Where beauty, art, and culture come
together for an experience like no other.



ABOUT
EXPLORE & COLOR

SAN FRANCISCO 
CHINATOWN

I have spent many hours during the last
couple  of years in San Francisco

Chinatown -  one of my favorite places in
the world, and one I love returning to!

 
I found the people I met, the stories I
heard, and the history I learned to be

truly inspiring!
 

If you ever get a chance, go explore
San Francisco Chinatown!

 

As always, we would
love to see your

creations! 
 

You can email us at 
pr@culturetocolor.com
or text to 386-228-5147

#SFChinatown
#CultureToColor

Bibi

Use these hashtags on social media



A special note of gratitude to Betty Louie and the Robert Louie Memorial Fund* whose
generous support led to the creation of this book!

 
Thank you to the many people who unselfishly gave their time and shared their experties,

and imparted their wisdom to help make this book a reality!
 

I am grateful for the new friends I made, the knowledge I gained during my research, and
the sense of comminity I experienced during my many visits to Chinatown!

*The Robert Louie Memorial Fund is deeply involved in this community, 
providing developmental and social programs for its residents. 

The Fund is a proud advocate of Chinatown's history, culture, and traditions. 

Thank You!

谢谢你

 
Bibi LeBlanc

Author & Founder, 
Culture to Color
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CHINATOWN 

COLORING NIGHT

HOST A 

If you are up for some real coloring fun,

make it get-together with friends and have a

Chinatown Coloring Night

 

CONTACT US FOR YOUR DIY  COLORING NIGHT K IT

AT PR@CULTURETOCOLOR.COM

Culture to Color


