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NO JAB NO PLAY POLICY  

PURPOSE 
Immunisation programs in Victoria have been extremely effective in reducing the risk of 
vaccine preventable diseases. However, diseases such as measles and whooping cough 
continue to occur in the community, indicating that immunisation levels are not optimal. To 
control these and other diseases, very high immunisation rates of around 95 per cent are 
needed. 
Protecting children from preventable diseases is a common goal shared by early childhood 
education and care services and the health sector and by local, state and federal 
governments. Working together towards this goal will result in improved health outcomes for 
our children. 

POLICY STATEMENT 

1. VALUES  
Sunnyside Kindergarten Association, Inc is committed to: 
• providing a safe and healthy environment for all children, staff and any other persons 
attending the service 
• responding to the needs of the child or adult who presents with symptoms of an infectious 
disease or infestation while attending the service 
• complying with current exclusion schedules and guidelines set by the Department of Health 
• providing up-to-date information and resources for families and staff regarding protection 
of all children from infectious diseases and blood-borne viruses, management of infestations 
and immunisation programs 
Sunnyside Kindergarten Association, Inc supports the Immunise Australia Program and 
National Immunisation Program (NIP), which is currently recommended by the National 
Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) and supported by the Commonwealth 
Government. All educators/staff at Sunnyside Kindergarten Association, Inc are committed to 
preventing the spread of vaccine-preventable diseases through monitoring immunisation 
records and complying with recommended exclusion guidelines and timeframes for children 
and educators/staff. 

2. SCOPE  
The law applies to all early childhood education and care services1 in Victoria providing: 
• long day care 

 • kindergarten (including 3 and 4 year old kindergarten)  

• occasional care 

 • family day care. 
 

 

 



 

 NO JAB NO PLAY Policy (Version 3) 
Page 2 of 4 

 

3. BACKGROUND AND LEGISLATION 
Background 
In an effort to improve childhood immunisation rates, the Victorian Government has 
amended the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. The amendments mean that early 
childhood education and care services cannot confirm enrolment of a child unless the 
parent/carer has provided documentation that shows the child: 
 

• is fully vaccinated for their age, or;  
• is on a recognised catch-up schedule if their child has fallen behind with their 

vaccinations; or 
• has a medical reason not to be vaccinated. 
• ‘Conscientious objection’ to vaccination is not an exemption. 

Legislation and standards 

Relevant legislation and standards include but are not limited to: 

• Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 
• Education and Care Services National Regulations 2011: Regulation 88  
• Health Records Act 2001  
• Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic)  
• National Quality Standard, Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety 

− Standard 2.1: Each child’s health is promoted 
− Element 2.1.1: Each child’s health needs are supported 
− Element 2.1.3: Effective hygiene practices are promoted and implemented 
− Element 2.1.4: Steps are taken to control the spread of infectious diseases and to manage 
injuries and illness, in accordance with recognised guidelines 

− Standard 2.3: Each child is protected 
− Element 2.3.1: Children are adequately supervised at all times 
− Element 2.3.2: Every reasonable precaution is taken to protect children from harm and any 
hazard likely to cause injury 
− Element 2.3.3: Plans to effectively manage incidents and emergencies are developed in 
consultation with relevant authorities, practised and implemented 

• National Quality Standard, Quality Area 6: Collaborative Partnerships with Families and 
Communities 
− Standard 6.2: Families are supported in their parenting role and their values and beliefs 
about child rearing are respected 
− Standard 6.3: The service collaborates with other organisations and service providers to 
enhance children’s learning and wellbeing 

• Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004  
• Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) 

• Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008  

• Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009  

• WorkSafe Victoria: First aid in the workplace compliance code 
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PROCEDURES 
Immunisation Requirements and documentation 
 “No Jab, No Play” legislation was introduced on 1 January 2016 (amendments to the Public 
Health & Wellbeing Act 2008).  For enrolments taken from 1 Jan 2016, Sunnyside Kindergarten 
Association Inc. may only confirm an enrolment if a family has provided a hard copy of the 
child’s immunisation status certificate that shows that on the child’s first date of attendance 
the child: 

• is up to date with vaccinations for their age (due no more than two months prior to 
first date of attendance); or  

• is on a vaccine catch-up schedule; or 

• has a medical condition preventing them from being vaccinated. 

 

Upon enrolment each child must provide a hard copy of an Immunisation History Statement 
from the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register (or equivalent as per the guidelines of 
the Immunisation Enrolment Toolkit). 

If the immunisations status certificate shows that a child is due for immunisation more then 
two months prior to their first date of attendance, that child ‘s enrolment may not be 
confirmed.  Sunnyside Kindergarten may offer enrolment places conditional on acceptable 
documentation being provided prior to the first date of attendance.  If acceptable 
documentation is not provided a child may not start except if eligible for a grace period. 

 

Grace period 
If acceptable immunisation documentation is not provided with enrolment, Sunnyside 
Kindergarten will ascertain whether the child is eligible for a grace period within which to 
provide the documentation.    

Sunnyside Kindergarten will follow the procedure outlined in the “immunisation Enrolment 
Toolkit” to determine eligibility.  Eligible children will be able to attend Kinder, and for the 
grace period of 16 weeks from their first attendance date, Sunnyside Kindergarten will work 
with the family to provide information about what vaccinations are required, how to access 
vaccination services and how to source an Immunisation History Statement.  If after 16 weeks 
acceptable documentation cannot be provided, the family will be notified that their child 
may be excluded from Kinder in the instance of a number of illnesses should these be present 
at Kinder. 

Eligibility includes children who hold or whose parent holds a health care card, children 
known to child protection and children living with a person other than a parent due to an 
emergency situation, and a number of other criteria. 
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Documentation required 
The kindergarten will only accept Immunisation history statements that are issued by The Australian 
Childhood immunisation register. If your child or children are not immunised the kindergarten will only 
accept a catch up schedule signed by a doctor or Medical exemption signed by a doctor. 

 

 


