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March Update

In this issue:

The National COVID e-Order System

The Evolution of the IANZ Logo

We’re Hiring – Accreditation Assessor Chemical & Biological Testing

Celebrating International Women’s Day 2022

Kia ora koutou, 
 
This month our newsletter spans a look at the new COVID e-Order system - an

important evolution for both laboratories and our own IANZ assessors, as well as

taking a look back at the IANZ identity over the years as part of our jubilee

celebrations. 

 

Speaking of celebrations, we recognise the enormous and important contribution of

our female team members on International Women's Day this month, a big thank you

to each and every one of you. 
 
Kia kaha, 
 
Team IANZ

http://ianz.co.nz/
https://mailchi.mp/b0563dc6c769/ianz-update-liquid-gold-a-new-look-and-more-15927946?e=e633172423
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The National COVID eOrders System

 
For almost two years medical laboratories throughout NZ have been reporting SARS-

CoV-2 PCR test results within 2 to 3 days of collection – usually within 24 hours. This

turn-around-time (TAT) includes sample collection, transport, registration, analysis and

reporting. For the first few months of the outbreak in 2020 there could be significant

delays at the registration stage while donor demographics were manually checked

and entered into the LIS for each specimen. This is a critical stage where the name,

DOB, NHI and time of collect written on the swab container are checked against the

details recorded on the request form. These details must then be accurately

transcribed from the form into the LIS, and a bar-code generated and applied to the

specimen before analysis can even begin. 

  

With the steady increase in testing numbers, and especially during surges, there was

no way useful TATs could be achieved using the usual registration system. The

introduction of the National COVID eOrders system, designed by Dr Lara Hopley*,

has removed the need for a request form and donor identifiers no longer need to be

recorded on the specimen containers. Instead each specimen container is pre-

labelled with a unique identifier that the collector linked to the donor’s NHI details. 

  

We take a closer look at this new system and the issues faced by both laboratories

and IANZ assessors here. 
 

CLICK HERE TO READ THE FULL ARTICLE

https://www.ianz.govt.nz/news/the-national-covid-eorders-system
https://www.ianz.govt.nz/news/the-national-covid-eorders-system
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The History of IANZ - Our Logo

 
From humble beginnings in 1972, to 50 years later serving over 800 organisations in

New Zealand and internationally, the IANZ golden jubilee in 2022 is reason for

celebration. 

  

We begin our look into the history books of IANZ by exploring our change in logos

across this period. IANZ is a trading entity of, and the provider of accreditation

services for, the Accreditation Council. The Council was created as a statutory body,

the then Testing Laboratory Registration Council (TeLaRC), under the Testing

Laboratory Registration Act 1972. At the time it was established, TeLaRC was one of

only two broad-spectrum accreditation bodies in the world. The Accreditation Council

continues to fulfil its statutory functions today under the Standards and Accreditation

Act 2015. 

  

In 1977, IANZ became a founding member of the International Laboratory

Accreditation Conference, which in 1996 became a formal organisation (International

Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation; ILAC) with a charter to establish a network of

mutual recognition agreements among accredited bodies. 

  

In 1992, IANZ was a founding member of the regional group, Asia Pacific Laboratory

Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC; now APAC). In 1997, the seven members signed

the inaugural APLAC Mutual Recognition Agreement. 

  

Through ILAC and APAC, IANZ accreditation is recognised in more than 107

countries. 

  

https://www.farrowjamieson.com/Job-search/?job=69024
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Despite rebranding several times across the years to arrive at our current logo today,

there’s one thing that’s remained constant: IANZ is the New Zealand mark of

competence, protecting the health and wealth of New Zealand. 

  

We look forward to sharing more from the archives in our next newsletter and other

celebrations in the near future.

We're Hiring - Accreditation Assessor, Chemical & Biological Testing 
  
Is it time for something different? Here is a great career change if you are an

analytical chemist or microbiologist looking to broaden your horizons. We’re on the

lookout for an accreditation assessor in the chemical and biological testing field. 

  

Our clients include organisations that provide chemical and biological laboratory

services for diverse industry specialties including the food, agricultural and associated

industries, biotechnology and chemical industries, health and environmental

protection sectors and many others. In particular, they have a major regulatory focus

in their dairy, meat and drinking water testing programmes. IANZ enjoys wide national

and international recognition for the quality and integrity of its services.  

  

The role will involve leading assessments of the quality and technical management

systems in a broad range of organisations that provide these laboratory services

throughout New Zealand. Full and sustained training for the role will be given over an

initial six-month period. The appointee will be largely autonomous in organising their

own workload and can expect the role to cover a wide range of disciplines within this

programme. 
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If you’d like to find out more about the role and apply, download the full job description

below.

Celebrating International Womens Day - 8 March 2022 
  
International Women’s Day is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural

and political achievements of women. The day also marks a call to action for

accelerating women’s equality. International Women’s Day has occurred for well over

a century, with the first IWD gathering in 1911 supported by over a million people.

Today, IWD belongs to all groups collectively everywhere. 

  

This year’s theme is #breakthebias. Collectively we can all break the bias, enabling a

world free of bias, stereotypes and discrimination. A world that is diverse, equitable

and inclusive. A world where difference is valued and celebrated, forging women’s

equality together. 

  

IANZ celebrates the valuable contribution women make to safeguarding New

Zealand’s health, environment and economy, and with over 50% of our workforce

made up of strong, passionate and driven women, we’re proud to join the IWD

community.  

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE FULL JOB DESCRIPTION

https://uploads-ssl.webflow.com/61f09e22f47578bafd96e382/6215a3380c909d07c002f43b_Job%20Advertisement%20for%20IANZ%20Website%20-%20Accreditation%20Assessor%20-%20Chem%20Bio%20Dairy%20(ID%2014545).pdf
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