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NZQC update

Kia ora koutou, 

 

As we approach the half-way mark in the calendar year, it's a great time to reflect on

the first half of 2021 and what we can look forward to achieving in the second part of

the year. 

 

Putting into practice sustainability initiatives is an important part of our culture here at

IANZ and we recently downed tools and took to the great outdoors to lend a practical

hand at Motuihe Island - take a look below... 

 

We've also just celebrated World Metrology Day at the end of May, and are about to

celebrate World Accreditation Day on 9 June, as well as busily welcoming new team

members and recruiting, so plenty to keep us busy in these cooler months. Stay safe

and warm! 

 

Team IANZ
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IANZ’s Contribution to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals – 
Part Two: Life on Land             
  
On Friday 21 May, IANZ staff left their offices in search of greener pastures, doing

their bit to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, and

halting and reversing land degradation and biodiversity loss. 

  

Te Motu-a-Ihenga (Motuihe Island) is an island paradise situated in the Hauraki Gulf

and home to native New Zealand flora and fauna such as the little spotted kiwi,

saddleback, kakariki and many others. Motuihe Project was established in 2000 by

members of the community in conjunction with DOC to transform Motuihe Island into

an authentic natural environment of beaches, native forests, wetland and open

spaces, together with rare and endangered birds and insects. 

  

Gathering spades, secateurs, saws, spray and some IANZ spirit, our team spent the

day getting stuck in to any jobs necessary to continue the legacy of this beautiful

island. And with World Accreditation Day just around the corner, it was an important

reminder of our responsibilities in implementing the 17 Sustainable Development

Goals. 

  

After a hard day’s work, it was only natural we finished the day with a good old-

fashioned kiwi BBQ. Thanks Team IANZ for a great day! 
 

 
Celebrating World Metrology Day 
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Calibration of measuring instruments is of fundamental importance in all

measurements made in industry, commerce and society and provides the underlying

core for the IANZ accreditation of testing laboratories and most other conformity

assessment bodies. 

  

World Metrology Day, celebrated on May 20, is an annual celebration marking the

signing of the Meter Convention in 1875. This treaty provides the basis for a

worldwide coherent measurement system and underpins scientific innovation and

progress in almost every facet of day-to-day living. The theme for 2021 was

‘Measurement for Health’, aimed at creating an awareness of the important role that

measurement plays in health and supporting quality of life. Across the world, national

metrology institutes continually advance measurement science by developing and

validating new measurement techniques at the necessary level of sophistication. The

national metrology institute participate in measurement comparisons coordinated by

the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (BIPM) to ensure the reliability of

measurement results worldwide. 

  

In World Metrology Day, we celebrate the contribution of all the people that work in

metrology organisations around the globe, making sure the devices we use and health

measurements we make are accurate and can guide us to better patient outcomes. In

particular, we in New Zealand are very thankful for the calibration of this equipment

and advances in technology that is allowing us to enjoy the freedoms we currently

experience during these difficult times. 

  

IANZ accreditation in the field of Metrology and Calibration covers all forms of

engineering metrology and all types of calibration of measurement instruments –

generally of physical properties and including electrical, dimensional, pressure,

temperature, mass, humidity, light, and time and frequency measurement.

  

We challenge you to make a list of every activity in your daily lives that involves

metrology and calibration – we think you’ll be surprised! 
 

 
Welcome to Team IANZ! Jade Zhang - Accreditation Assessor 
 
As a team of curious experts, it’s always exciting to welcome a new team member to

the fold. We recently sat down with Jade Zhang, our new Accreditation Assessor

within the Chemical & Biological Programme to find out a little bit about her and her

journey to joining IANZ. 
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Tell us a little about your background: 
I am an Earth Science Graduate from Waikato University, and have worked at various

IANZ accreditation laboratories in Hamilton before joining IANZ. I gained a range of

experience from testing of pesticide in foods, air quality testing from a canister, to food

nutritional label verifications, right from sample preparation, to chromatography

analysis of the samples, to trouble shooting analytical instruments, and in the most

recent years, involvement in the training of new staff and implementation of new

methods. 
  
What is something that you are looking forward to in working for IANZ? 
As many have said to me, I have come to the other side of the process. I am

fascinated to see how different organisations are implementing the same standard in

their own ways, yet coherence to the same guide. As well as the planning of each

assessment, and how it all comes together in the end. Moreover, it is the unplannable

plan you have to experience sometimes, as we know, not all things go as plan. 
  
What is one piece of advice you could give to organisation preparing for their
assessment? 
This is a good question for me, as my role has changed from “being assessed” to

“assessing”. As an assessor, I see myself as an interpreter of the standard to our

clients, to provide a fresh pair of eyes, to help them succeed in the process. 
  
And finally, what is one essential office item you can’t live without and why? 
I love a room with a window, so I can see the weather, see the sky. Nothing better

than a ray of sun coming into the room in a cold winter morning. 
  
Thanks Jade! We’re excited to welcome you to Team IANZ. We know you will achieve

great things! 
 

CLICK HERE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS ROLE
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Making micro count: Microbiology Laboratory Quality Assurance
Workshop coming up in July  
  

NZQC will be presenting its Microbiology Laboratory Quality Assurance

Workshop course this year on 6-7th July in Auckland. 

  

This workshop is essential for those responsible for assuring the quality of

microbiology testing, or those seeking IANZ Key Technical Personal under the

Recognised Laboratory Program (RLP). 

  

The workshop covers the principles of good practice in microbiology laboratories such

as media purchasing, reference culture management, sample preparation and much

more. 

  

The course is presented by Shane Hopgood. Shane has been an IANZ technical

assessor since 1993, and has extensive experience in auditing microbiological testing

laboratories. The number of participants for each course is restricted to ensure a

trainer /student ratio that will facilitate effective training outcomes. 

  

This course is only delivered once each year so go for it and book your place on the

course now. Early bird discount ends 10th June 2021. Click on the button below to find

out more information. 

  

We look forward to seeing you in July. 

 

NZQC Upcoming Courses

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS COURSE
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