
Carbon Offsetting Process & Criteria

Planet FWD Carbon Credit Criteria

While the primary focus for carbon neutrality is reducing emissions in a company’s own operations and
value chain, carbon credits can be used to address unavoidable emissions. To ensure that these
emissions are truly offset, the carbon credits used must result in true carbon capture or removal.

Planet FWD vets carbon credit providers against the following criteria to ensure these ideals are met and
that brand partners’ carbon offset efforts result in the intended impact.

● Real and Additional - Emissions reductions claimed through the purchase of a carbon credit
would not have occurred outside of the direct investment into the project. Projects have no
revenue or cost savings other than carbon market revenues (projects may provide certain
community benefits that may have some economic value but not enough to justify the project
without carbon credit sales).

● Quantifiable and Transparent - Emissions reductions from the project can be quantified and
verified against a baseline year. The quantification, monitoring, and verification of reductions
ensures that the reductions promised are actually achieved.

● Addressing Permanence - GHG reductions must address permanence. Carbon credits that
carry a risk of reversal must carry buffer reserves that account for heightened risks of natural
disturbances and sufficient monitoring for tracking of reversals.

● Independently verified, registered, and retired - Emissions reductions must be verified and
registered by an independent, certified third-party verifier. They must be retired to an
independent and credible registry within 12 months from the delivery or purchase of the carbon
credits. This addresses double counting of credits for individual entities but does not account for
host country double-counting. Carbon credits may be verified and registered under the following
schemes: Verified Carbon Standard (VCS), Gold Standard, Climate Action Reserve (CAR),
American Carbon Registry (ACR), Clean Development Mechanism (CDM).

● Environmental and Social Impacts - Credits are screened to avoid programs that cause social
and environmental harms and support programs that generate benefits beyond GHG emissions.
Credits with co-benefit certifications are strong candidates for avoiding harms. This screening
highlights projects that improve climate adaptation and resilience and support the poorest and
most vulnerable affected by climate change.
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