
Since publishing Stories for the Sake of Argument in May 2022, we've received quite a few
inquiries from educators across North America who are looking for suggestions on how to use
our book. We’ve also received some great ideas from our readers (which we love, so keep the
feedback flowing!).

We've put together this series of tips to help you get the most out of our stories.
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When using the book in schools, communities, youth
movements, summer camps, and more - be creative! 
It can be used in many different ways. Here are just a
few ideas:

 

Refugees, whether from a historical context
(e.g. World War II/Holocaust) or in current
events (e.g. Ukrainian refugees), you can use
“The Refugee in My House” either as an
introduction to the topic or as a summary
conversation about the topic.
Settlement of the United States of America
and the relationship to Native Americans:
check out “King of the Travelers.”
The Kotel, Israel’s National Anthem HaTikvah,
to prepare for Yom HaAtzmaut or Yom
Yerushalim, or as part of a course or segment
on Israel, you can use “Praying at the Kotel” or
“The Jewish Soul Yearns.”
…and so much more...

Choose a story that relates to something else you’re
already teaching, and use the story to create an
engaged conversation. For example, if you’re
teaching about:



‘Warm-Ups’ are great for two central purposes: 1) If you’re trying to engage younger
children of primary/elementary school ages at your family dinner. Primary school children
should be able to take part in arguments around ‘Warm-Up’ stories. 2) Literally to warm up!
Use these stories to stretch your “argument muscles.” Warm-Ups are unlikely to cause
strong disagreements as they don’t engage with the most hot-button issues, which means
they’re a great way of easing people gently into conversing about complex topics.

‘Allegories’ are stories that can be argued twice over. What do we mean? The first time, we
recommend reading the story through and discussing it in light of the plain meaning. So, for
example, in ‘The Brothers’ House’ we recommend first discussing which brother each
participant agrees with, and why. Then read the story through again, pointing out that it is
an allegory of Jews in and outside of Israel. Then argue again with that in mind. Discuss
whether and how people’s viewpoints changed from when they argued over the plain
meaning vs the allegorical meaning.

‘Israel’ stories focus on some of the most complex and essential issues that arise when
talking about Israel, including religion and state, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and more. In
discussing these stories, especially if you have diverse participants, definitely be prepared
for a more lively argument. 
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This is exactly why we wrote the book. We know
that it can be scary to raise complex issues
relating to Israel on purpose and that in many
ways it’s much easier to just teach the beautiful
parts of Israel. But, we also want to acknowledge
that almost everyone knows that Israel, like all
countries, is complex, messy, and mired in difficult
issues. 

By introducing these stories, you likely won’t be raising a new issue, rather you’ll be providing
a space in which to discuss it. 
Additionally, we’ve written these stories in such a way that provides enough nuance and
detail that, generally, people end up having quite interesting, healthy arguments, rather
than debates or screaming matches. Our stories introduce characters whom many of us
can relate to, who are dealing with their ideology and values on the one hand, and the
practical decisions that need to be made on the other. The stories help our readers see
both sides of the issues a bit more clearly – even if they still agree with one side over the
other – and this seems to engender a healthier argument.
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