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EIC Accelerator 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q1. Can I apply to the EIC Accelerator if I have already been a grant beneficiary 

under the SME Instrument a general rule, you may apply to the EIC Accelerator 

if your previous project is finalised (i.e. the related actions are finalised and the 

final report is uploaded and submitted by the beneficiary).  

Beneficiaries of ongoing grant-only projects (SME Phase 2 or EIC Accelerator pilot) can only apply 

to the investment-only component. They will have to submit a new proposal to the short 

application phase.  

Beneficiaries of completed projects must also apply starting with the short proposal and if 

successful can apply for any of the options in the full proposal:  grant + investment; investment-

only; grant only, grant first.  

Please keep in mind a grant-only support under the EIC Accelerator can only be provided once 

to a beneficiary during Horizon Europe for a maximum of EUR 2.5 million to cover activities of 

TRL 5/6 to 8.ent or EIC Accelerator Pilot? 

 

Q2. Can I relocate my company from the UK between the short proposal and full 

proposal in order to apply for blended finance? 

A company located in UK, having submitted a successful short proposal, may relocate to an EU 

member state/Associated Country, before submitting their full application. In this case, a new 

company has to be established in a member state in order to be eligible for blended finance. The 

PIC number of the newly established entity has to be communicated before submitting the full 

proposal to the EIC evaluation team so that we can update your application with the correct 

information. 
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Q3. Can I apply directly to the full proposal under the EIC Accelerator if I have 

received a Seal of Excellence in the past? 

No, you have to start the evaluation process from the Short Proposal. The AI-based IT platform 

will guide you through the whole submission process, as well as provide you with assessment of 

the different funding opportunities you may have at national and European level. 

 

Q4. Can I apply to the EIC Accelerator if my company is located outside the EU? 

If your company is located outside the EU but established in an Associated Country it is eligible 

to apply for EIC Accelerator calls in the same manner as a Member State.  In the event that your 

company is based in a non-associated third country but intends to establish an SME (including 

start-ups) or to relocate an existing SME to a Member State or an Associated Country, your 

company may submit a short proposal as a non-associated third country but must prove its 

effective establishment in a Member State or an Associated Country at the time of submission of 

the full proposal. Specific conditions and milestones may be set in the contract to ensure that the 

interest of the Union is met. 

 

Q5. My company is located in a non Associated Country but my sister/parent 

company is based in an Associated Country. Can I apply for the EIC Accelerator? 

The sister/parent company based in the Associated Country is eligible to apply itself. Activities 

run in other countries are not taken into account to check your eligibility. Alternatively the company 

based in the non-associated country may submit the short proposal but must prove its effective 

legal establishment in the associated country at the time of submission of the full proposal. 

Specific conditions and milestones may be set in the contract to ensure that the interest of the 

Union is met. 

 

Q6. What happens if my company loses SME status during the implementation 

of an EIC Accelerator project? 

The consequences of losing the SME status during the implementation of the grant component 

will be assessed on a case-by-case basis, taking in consideration, in particular, the causes for 
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losing the SME status. A change to the ownership situation of the beneficiary that calls into 

question the decision to award the grant may constitute a ground for terminating the contract. 

 

Q7. What are the differences between the Grant first and Transition in terms of 

project, e.g. definition of the risks, the commercial objectives, the market 

strategy and necessary finances needed? 

Transition activities help all types of researchers and innovators develop the pathway to 

commercial development in the Union, such as demonstration activities and feasibility studies to 

assess potential business cases, and support the creation of spin offs and start-ups. Transition 

activities are open to projects and/or results stemming from the EIC Pathfinder, FET, and ERC 

Proof of Concept and such results are typically at TRL 3-4.  At the end of a Transition project, the 

technology should have matured to TRL 5/6 and the business case should be sufficiently 

advanced for the applicant to be ready for the next stage, which can be to apply for EIC 

Accelerator. 

Applicants selected under the EIC Accelerator may be awarded grant first support with the 

investment component of blended finance introduced at a later stage. This is the case when the 

innovation is at least TRL 5/6 but is based on a scientific discovery or novel technology and still 

requires significant work to validate and demonstrate in relevant environments in order to properly 

assess its commercial potential. Such innovations may include, but are not limited to, those based 

on research results from the EIC Pathfinder and Transition, as well as European Research 

Council. Grant-first companies are eligible for a follow on equity component subject to a milestone 

assessment attesting that the innovation activities are well under way and that the innovation has 

the potential for deployment. 

 

Q8. My company received a GO for its short proposal, how much time do we 

have in order to submit the full proposal? 

Once you receive a GO for your short proposal, you will have access to the full application module. 

You will be able to build your full proposal and may submit it to any of the cut-off dates within 12 

months of receiving the evaluation result.   
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Please note that if your short proposal is successful then you will be entitled to receive coaching 

support to prepare a full proposal. 

 

Q9. At what stage should the applicant define the type of funding (blended, grant 

only, grant first) to apply for? 

For short proposals, applicants will be invited to fill a questionnaire on the EIC AI IT platform 

illustrating their innovation and submit a 10-slide presentation and a 3-minute video pitch.  

Applicants will also have to estimate the costs required to develop their idea, in the form of grant 

or investment, and they will have to demonstrate the need for EU support. Please note that at this 

step, the amounts are indicative and non-binding.     

The full proposal consists of a detailed business plan and full information on the company’s 

finances and structure. Applicants will also need to propose a set of milestones to be used as a 

basis for the EIC to manage the funding for their innovation. Applicants are requested to define 

at this stage the type of funding (blended, grant and investment or investment only, grant only, 

grant first, ) they are applying for and provide a detailed budget. 

 

Q10. Can I change funding request between the short and the full proposal? 

You may adjust the EIC funding request when submitting your full proposal because the short 

proposal only requires to indicate an estimate while the full proposal should demonstrate your 

complete business plan and financial needs. 

 

Q11. Can the jury recommend a different type of funding than the one I applied 

for (blended, grant first, grant only) after the interview? 

If your proposal is invited to interview, the Jury may propose to change the type of funding offered 

(e.g. blended finance proposal to “grant first”; “grant only” to blended finance, etc.) where they 

see fit. For blended finance proposals, the recommendation from the due diligence on the 

investment component may also be to convert to “grant first”. 
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Q12. What does the Jury expect to see when I was a ‘potential GO’ in a previous 

interview round and I am invited directly back to interview? Do I have to improve 

both, the full proposal or/and the pitch deck? 

At that stage, there are 2 options. 

Jury member can give a NO-GO with a resubmission at Step 2. If this is the case, then an applicant 

may resubmit directly to the remote evaluation of the full proposal at one of the following cut-offs, 

but will be expected to have made improvements. In addition, they will have the opportunity to 

address comments/recommendation by the jury in the first interview in 10,000 characters + will 

have 5000 characters to present the improvements that have been made. 

Jury member can give a NO-GO with “direct resubmission” recommendation, meaning that the 

applicant will not resubmit its full proposal but will be invited directly at one of the next face to face 

interviews. They don’t have to (and can’t) update their full proposal (the first one that have already 

received a GO at remote evaluation) but will have the possibility to upload a new pitch deck and 

to provide comments to address the first juries’ assessment/recommendations. Such a 

resubmission direct to the face to face interviews will only be permitted once. 

 

Q13. When shall I expect to see the use of reimbursable advance, guarantees, 

and convertible loans? Will these be used for ongoing projects? 

Reimbursable advances might be available in 2022 and the terms and conditions will depend on 

the investment arrangements with the EIC investment partners and will be made available on the 

EIC website, in due time. 

The EIC Accelerator may also include other financial instruments in future years. 

 

Q14. What kind of risks need to be linked to my innovation to be relevant for the 

EIC Accelerator? Is it strictly development risks or also risks linked to the go-to 

market strategy? 

Various typologies of risks are covered during the evaluation, including technology, regulatory 

and implementation/market risks. The experts will assess the considerations given to the 

management and mitigation of these risks. 
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Q15. What happens if there are major changes in the course of the application 

process – for example, that we gain a VC as an investor? How is this reflected 

in the application process and the evaluation? 

Any significant information which changed between the submission of the full application and the 

interview should be highlighted to the jury during the interview and will be assessed accordingly 

by the jury.  Any major change after the outcome of the interview should be taken into account 

during the negotiation process to structure the potential investment agreement during compliance 

checks, due diligence, syndication of potential co-investors, tranches of investment and related 

objectives and milestones, etc. 

 

Q16. What is expected to be found in ‘post TRL9 activities’ within the grant 

domain? If you are using TRL and BRL scales together why you are not using 

BRL scales to describe WPs? 

In line with the approach followed by the EIC Accelerator, all projects need to describe market 

activities even when they are not supported by the grant component. Projects requesting grant 

only support also need to describe market activities, and to indicate which are the other sources, 

other than the EIC, that they can use to finance their market activities. 

Depending on their nature, costs for TRL9 onwards can be estimated either in the TRL9 work 

packages within the Development part of the Design Module, or in exploitation costs within the 

Go To Market part of the Design Module. For instance, all costs related to the development of a 

product, service or process can be included in TRL9 work packages within Development part of 

the Design Module.   

However please note that the grant component only reimburses costs related to activities below 

TRL 9. According to the design of the AI platform and in line with EIC requirements, it is necessary 

to have at least: 

• One work package for technology development, one work package for market activities and 

one work package for management to develop your innovation activities. 

• One work package for market activities and one for management to develop your 

market/scale-up activities (TRL 9). 
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Q17. What are milestones and why are work packages linked to TRL milestones 

and to BRL ones? 

Milestones are checkpoints produced at a specific point in a task while deliverables are tasks 

results such as reports, studies, tests, etc. While milestones can sometimes correspond to the 

completion of a deliverable, the two are not necessarily linked. It is not necessary to have a 

milestone for every deliverable. However, the most important deliverables can be good indications 

of where you want to place milestones. 

These milestones are mandatory and correspond to the achievement of TRL levels during the 

project. So in short, work packages are linked to TRLs in order to be consistent with the difference 

between Grant component (which can support activities up to TRL 8) and Equity component which 

can support activities in TRL 9. 

 

Q18. The technical development of my project is very long and it will take more 

than 24 months to reach TRL8. Can I use the investment to finance the 

innovation activities beyond month 24? 

The duration of the grant component will be set to align with the indicated duration of the Work 

Package related to TRL5-8 activities, even if it is more than 24 months. Nevertheless, as there 

are no restrictions to the use of the investment component and you can use the investment 

component to complement the funding needed for the innovation activities. 

 

Q19. On the EIC AI platform, what is the difference between ‘existing 

technology’, ‘needed technology’ and ‘technology to be developed’? 

“Existing technologies” are technologies that already exist and that applicants can use to carry 

out the project. “Needed technologies” are the ones where you need to advance your own 

knowledge in order to continue the project and finally “Technologies to be developed” addresses 

the technological gap in the project’s technology which the project requires to deliver the solution. 

These definitions are also described on the AI tool platform. 
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Q20. Do I have to indicate final deliverables in Work Packages or does each task 

need to have a deliverable? 

Each Work Package should include at least one deliverable. Where a Work Package includes 

several tasks, there should not be more than one deliverable per task. 

 

Q21. Why is the market penetration strategy requested for all the states of the 

market? 

Applicants should fill only the steps that are relevant to their project, and therefore the market 

penetration strategy should focus on the market to be addressed by the innovation. 

 

Q22. Is BRL (Business Readiness Level) the same as MRL (Market Readiness 

Level) and what are the existing levels? Which TRL (Technology Readiness 

Level) exist? 

BRL and MRL Levels are the same, and might be linked with TRL levels: 

BRL 1:  Basic research:  You can describe the need(s) but have no evidence 

BRL 2:  Needs formulation: You articulate the need(s) using a customer/user story 

BRL 3:  Needs validation:  You have an initial 'offering', stakeholders like your slideware 

BRL 4:  Small scale stakeholder campaign:  Run a campaign with stakeholders ('closed' beta - a 

number of friendly stakeholders that is relevant according to specificities of your market) 

BRL 5:  Large scale early adopter campaign:  Run a campaign with early adopters ('open' beta - 

a number of intended customers that is relevant according to specificities of your market) 

BRL 6:  Proof of traction:  Sales match a number of paying customers that is relevant according 

to specificities of your market 

BRL 7:  Proof of satisfaction:  A happy team and happy customers give evidence to progress 

BRL 8:  Proof of scalability:  A stable sales pipeline and strong understanding of the market allow 

revenue projections 

BRL 9:  Proof of stability:  KPIs surpassed and predictable growth 
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TRL levels: 

TRL 1:  Basic Research: Basic principles observed 

TRL 2:  Technology Formulation: Technology concept formulated 

TRL 3:  Needs Validation: Experimental proof of concept 

TRL 4:  Small Scale Prototype:  Technology validated in lab 

TRL 5:  Large Scale Prototype:  Technology validated in relevant environment (industrially 

relevant environment in the case of key enabling technologies) 

TRL 6:  Prototype System:  Technology demonstrated in relevant environment (industrially 

relevant environment in the case of key enabling technologies) 

TRL 7:  Demonstration System:  System prototype demonstration in operational environment 

TRL 8:  First Of A Kind Commercial System:  System complete and qualified 

TRL 9:  Full Commercial Application:  Actual system proven in operational environment 

(competitive manufacturing in the case of key enabling technologies; or in space)  

 

Q23. How should the value chain be specifically defined? 

In the AI tool, the value chain specified using “cards” which can be analysed from the perspective 

of being before and after the solution is provided. You should ensure consistency between the 

stakeholders involved in the value chain, and the information you put in the card of the 

stakeholder. 

Please see the indications on the AI platform: Please upload your FTO (Freedom To Operate) if 

you have one. If you do not have one, please upload a note of up to 2 pages explaining the 

reasons and provide as much information as possible on this issue. In cases where the FTO is 

not relevant (e.g. software), please upload a simple statement. 
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Q24. Where will it be possible to insert the graphs and pictures? In the form of 

the AI platform or only in the pitch deck? Is there a limit to the number of slides? 

In the full proposal, applicants provide data into different fields. Out of the data, the AI tool builds 

a business plan. In other words, applicants do not need to provide a form B in pdf (as it was the 

case in Horizon 2020): the AI platform simply collects all their data and inputs via a step-by-step 

methodology. 

In addition, applicants will be able to upload the following documents in  their business plan: 

• pitch deck (mandatory)- no maximum number of slides but the pitch deck will be used in the 

interview should you be invited to the jury and must be presented in maximum 10 minutes 

• maximum 10 pages in an annex with any additional information you'd like to add (optional) 

You can also insert URL links anywhere in your proposal. However, all the essential information 

about your project must be in the platform and not referred to any external material via URLs  Be 

also aware that evaluators are under no obligation to read any additional information referred to 

in URLs. 

 

Q25. Is it mandatory to include a data management plan in a full application to 

the EIC Accelerator? What other documents in the Go to Market section should 

be uploaded? What needs to be uploaded in Freedom to Operate, e.g. legal 

opinion or self-assessment? 

For the Accelerator applications, applicants are not required to present a full Data Management 

Plan at the application stage. Rather, it is expected that applicants upload at least a one page 

document in which they take into account the need to develop such a Plan as part of their project 

implementation (and for which associated costs are eligible) and to demonstrate an awareness 

of the relevant considerations for their project. Consequently, applicants should already think 

about it at the application stage (and take note that the rules concerning data management plans 

are different compared to Horizon 2020). 

Applicants are required to upload the following documents in the following sections of Go to 

Market: 
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• Results of the FTO analysis: Go to Market/Prepare/Intellectual Property. Please upload your 

FTO if you have one. If you do not have one, please upload a note of up to 2 pages explaining 

why and providing as much information as possible on this issue. In cases where the FTO is 

not relevant (e.g. software), please upload a simple statement. 

• Data management plan: Go to Market/Prepare/Intellectual Property. Please upload your Data 

Management Plan if you have one, or a one pager providing your thoughts on the underlying 

issues (open access to data, access of public authorities in case of emergencies) and your 

guiding principles as to how you would tackle these where needed. 

• Financial Information: Go to Market/Prepare/Finance. Please use the financial information 

template provided in this section with your information 

• Letters of intent (if any- this is optional): Go to Market/Scale/Scaling strategy 

 

Q26. Will my proposal be rejected if I submit for one of the Challenges instead 

of Open call, or will the EC simply move it to the Open call? 

The Commission will not move the proposals from one call to another.  The applicant has the 

responsibility to make the choice and take the decision to submit his/her proposal either to the 

EIC Accelerator Open call or to one of the EIC Accelerator Challenges. 

Please take a close look at the sections in the Work Programme regarding the EIC Accelerator 

Challenge areas of strategic relevance in order to take the decision. The EIC Accelerator 

Challenges is open to innovations in the specific fields of technology or application described by 

the specific challenges in sections IV.2.1 and IV.2.2. 

The proposal will not be declared out of scope if you submit your challenge-related proposal to 

the EIC Accelerator Open call however if you believe it fits better in the challenge call, it is 

recommended to select that option. 

Also, please note that all of the evaluation criteria established for the EIC Accelerator Open call 

will apply. However, in addition, applications under the challenges will be evaluated against an 

additional criterion for ‘Impact’: “Does the proposed application have the potential to contribute to 

the specific objectives and achieve the expected impacts set out in the Challenge?” 

In case the evaluators will not be convinced, they will score accordingly under this sub criterion 
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Q27. At the end of the diagnostic tool on the AI platform, the company gets 

ratings in the fields of science, technology and team. Are the evaluators during 

the different evaluation steps able to access these results? 

Yes, the expert evaluators at each step of the process will have access to the ratings.  However, 

please keep in mind this information is not a score and is meant only as additional guidance and 

insights to assist the applicants in their application and for the experts in their assessment.  

Therefore, the ultimate responsibility of the application remains with the applicant.  Experts may 

use the information to support their assessment, but ultimately the experts’ decision is their own 

responsibility and should be based on their knowledge and expertise. 

 

Q28. To what extent will results generated by the AI Platform affect the 

evaluation?  

The AI platform will provide applicants with AI support to assess their concept/idea as they 

prepare their short application.  If the short application is successful, the AI platform will further 

provide AI & methodological support to help applicants develop their business plan in the full 

application. It is the applicant’s decision how to respond to the feedback and support, and the 

applicant is fully responsible for the content and submission of the application. 

The AI platform will provide evaluators with data and insights about the proposed innovation. 

However, the evaluators are fully responsible for their evaluation of proposals against the criteria 

laid down in the Work Programme. 

 

Q29. What is the procedure if I have received a NO-GO after my first Step 1 

submission but believe that one or more evaluators have wrongly assessed my 

proposal? 

Because each applicant is entitled to submit a second time, the rebuttal system is now embedded 

in the resubmission process on the AI platform. The newly submitted proposal contains text fields 

which allow the applicant to both respond to evaluator’s feedback as well as summarize the 

changes made if applicable. 
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The new set of evaluators will assess the changes and improvements made since the first 

submission and take into account any comments you may wish to respond to the feedback from 

the first evaluation. 

 

Q30. I want to submit my full proposal but the platform is asking for a second 

PIC number, what can I do? 

The issue you encountered was due to the fact that you had marked your profile as investor when 

you submitted your short proposal, in which case you need to provide another PIC for the 

company you are investor for in order to submit the full proposal. If you are not an investor please 

contact the EIC support team to change your investor profile to non-investor. 

 

Q31. I have submitted my full proposal but haven’t received an 

acknowledgement of receipt, is it normal? 

There are no formal email acknowledgement receipts of your full proposal.  You should see the 

status as “submitted” in the EIC AI platform - Design Version. 

 

Q32. What is the deadline for the submission of my full proposal? 

The deadline for full proposal submission is 17.00 (Brussels time) on the cut off date published in 

the EIC Annual Work Programme. It is highly recommended to submit your proposal as early as 

possible and at least 48 hours before the deadline. This will avoid technical problems (system 

requirements, local configuration settings, system congestion). 

 

Q33. I have submitted my proposal after the 17.00 deadline on the cut-off date, 

will I receive and error message or my proposal is saved for the following cut-

ff? 

You will not receive an error message in response to your late proposal submission. Your proposal 

status will be listed as “submitted” and will be eligible to be evaluated under the following cut-off 

deadline. You will have the option to keep it in in the submission system until the subsequent cut-
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off. Alternatively, you can withdraw the proposal, update it and then submit in time for the 

upcoming deadline. Withdrawing the proposal before receiving the evaluation result will not count 

toward the resubmission limit 

 

Q34. As a condition to be allocated a Seal of Excellence, applicants have to 

agree that some information of their proposal is shared. What information is 

shared and who with? 

Applicants who managed to reach the stage of submitting full proposals will be given a possibility 

to share specific project-related data: basic information about the proposal limited to the name, 

phone, email of the CEO or person in charge of managing innovation/company, proposal 

acronym, title, company’s name (country, city), abstract, requested budget , evaluation result 

(GO/NO GO). 

By selecting the option above, the applicants give  ‘consent’ to share this information with National 

Contact Points (NCPs) of their Member State or Associated Country, Enterprise Europe Network 

(EEN) members, relevant public organisations from the EU, EU Member States and Horizon 

Europe Associated Countries (including regional innovation organisations, European Structural 

and Investment Funds managing authorities).  These entities may assist Seal of Excellence 

holders in receiving additional support at national level. In particular, the EEN has been contracted 

by the EIC to support Seal of Excellence holders to obtain funding from private and/or public 

sources. (This service will be offered to a limited number of companies) 

In case applicants choose not to share the above-mentioned data, the Seal of Excellence will 

unfortunately not be granted. 

The data will be made available subject to the fulfilment of confidentiality obligations agreed with 

the National Contact Points, EEN members and relevant authorities. 
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Q35. Applicants are asked to give consent at Step 1 (short application) so their 

data can be shared with other authorities. What information is shared and with 

whom? 

National Contact Points, Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) members and Knowledge Innovation 

Communities of the European Institute of Innovation and Technologies (EIT KICs) may be useful 

sources of information and support the preparation of full proposals. This is the reason why, the 

EIC gives the possibility for applicants to give consent i.e. to share specific data with them: 

basic information about the proposal limited to the name, phone, email of the CEO or person in 

charge of managing innovation/company, proposal acronym, title, company’s name (country, 

city), abstract, requested budget, evaluation result (GO/NO GO). 

The data will be made available subject to confidentiality obligations of the National Contact 

Points, Knowledge Innovation Communities, and EEN members. 

 

Q36. What is the role of national Contact Points (NCPs) and Europe Enterprise 

Network (EEN) in the application process? Will NCPs be informed about 

applicants selected from the short application stage? 

NCPs role is among others to support applicants to prepare to the EIC calls. They have the latest 

information about EIC calls and can provide practical advice and support on how to apply. NCPs 

are appointed by each country. The EIC provides additional funding to NCPs in order to network, 

exchange best practice and build capabilities in particular in widening countries. 

The Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) has members in the EU and Associated Countries. It 

provides comprehensive information and support on different funding opportunities. For the EIC 

it complements the support provided by the NCPs, for example by proactively identifying and 

encouraging more companies to apply to the EIC Accelerator, in particular from widening 

countries and women led companies. In addition, the EEN will provide support to Seal of 

Excellence companies to find alternative sources of funding. 

It is up to applicants to decide if they choose to receive services from NCPs and EEN members 

and they will be given such an option in the application tool (see other questions related to it). 
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