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EIC Pathfinder 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Q1. What is the expected size and duration of an EIC Pathfinder project? Can 

single beneficiaries apply and if yes, will they be competing against multi-

beneficiary proposals? 

EIC considers proposals with a requested EU contribution of up to EUR 3 million for Pathfinder 

Open and up to EUR 4 million for Pathfinder Challenges as appropriate. Nonetheless, this does 

not preclude you to request larger amounts, if properly justified. 

In general, there is no specific expectation on the number of partners in a consortium or the 

duration of EIC Pathfinder projects, which should be “fit-for-purpose”, i.e. decided in line with the 

S&T ambition, by ensuring an efficient implementation strategy of the planned R&I, dissemination 

and exploitation activities and considering quickly changing research landscape in given area(s). 

Note however that the eligibility conditions of each call needs to be satisfied (e.g., 3 minimum 

legal entities for consortia in Pathfinder Open and 2 for consortia in the Pathfinder Challenge, 

unless specified in the Challenge text call). For some Pathfinder Challenges, projects are 

expected to have a set duration specified in the in the Challenge Guide. 

Applications from single legal entities are not eligible under the EIC Pathfinder Open call. Single 

legal entities can however submit applications under the EIC Pathfinder Challenges call, where 

they will compete with proposals submitted by consortia. 

 

Q2. What range of TRL should EIC Pathfinder projects cover? What is the 

expected project output? 

It is expected that the various activities within the EIC Pathfinder projects should cover low TRLs, 

typically in the range between TRL 1 and 4. Note however that the TRLs range of some EIC 

Pathfinder Challenges may be narrower as specified in the given Pathfinder Challenge text call 

and Challenge Guide. 

The main expected outcomes of Pathfinder projects are top-level scientific publications in open 

access and an adequate formal protection of the generated Intellectual Property (e.g. a patent 

application). In addition, the expected outcome of Pathfinder Open project is the proof of principle 
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that the main ideas of the envisioned future technology are feasible, thus validating its scientific 

and technological basis. For Pathfinder Challenge projects, the expected outcomes are described 

in the given Challenge text call and Challenge Guide. Moreover, Pathfinder Challenge projects 

are also expected to contribute to the outcomes of the Challenge Portfolio activities as described 

in the Challenge Guide. 

 

Q3. Is participation of SMEs or industrial partners to EIC Pathfinder consortia 

compulsory? 

The participation of SMEs and industrial partners in the EIC Pathfinder consortia is not 

compulsory. 

Please note however that for the Pathfinder Open call, applicants are encouraged to involve and 

empower in their team key actors that have the potential to become future leaders in their field 

such as excellent early-career researchers or promising high-tech SMEs, including start-ups. 

 

Q4. How will the rebuttal (‘right-to-react’) procedure in the evaluation process of 

EIC Pathfinder Open work in practice? How will applicants be contacted for 

submitting observations? What happens if an applicant does not submit 

observations? 

About 1.5-2.5 months after the call deadline the applicants will receive the evaluators’ comments 

via the Funding & tenders portal, the deadline for sending replies to these comments will be eight 

calendar days (at 17h00 Brussels local time) after the receipt of these comments. The 

participants’ replies are strictly limited to maximum two A4 pages. They cannot be used to alter 

or add to the content of the proposals but must strictly focus providing clarifications and/or on 

responding to potential misunderstandings or errors by the evaluators. The replies will be made 

available to the evaluation committee who will decide on the final score on the basis of the remote 

score and the outcome of its consensus discussions, taking into consideration the comments from 

the rebuttal procedure, if any. 

There are no consequences if a participant does not submit observations (not compulsory). 
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Q5. For the Pathfinder Challenges call, what does it mean that portfolio 

considerations will be taken into account in the evaluation process? What does 

the portfolio approach mean for beneficiaries in successful Pathfinder 

Challenges projects? 

The evaluation process includes two steps: first, a remote evaluation of each proposal separately 

and second, the evaluation by the Evaluation Committee taking into account portfolio 

considerations. Portfolio considerations for a given Challenge call are described in the Pathfinder 

Challenge Guide. As a general principle, in order to balance out the portfolio, a categorisation of 

the proposals will be used and the proposals will be allocated to different components or 

categories. A suitable portfolio of proposals to be funded will be selected by the evaluation 

committee from the highest scoring ones for each category or component and proposed for 

funding. 

Projects in a Challenge portfolio are expected to interact and exchange, remaining flexible and 

reactive in the light of developments within the portfolio or in the relevant global scientific or 

industrial community. They will progress together towards common Portfolio goals and create 

new opportunities for radical innovation as described in the Challenge Guide. 

 

Q6. Why and when may Pathfinder Open projects be added to an EIC portfolio? 

What kind of portfolio activities are expected? Can projects or beneficiaries, 

selected to join a portfolio, opt out? 

Each Pathfinder Open project will be allocated in at least one thematic or challenge portfolio. This 

allocation may change over time as new portfolios are created or evolve. EIC Portfolio activities 

will be identified and developed by EIC Programme Managers in consultation with the 

beneficiaries of the actions in each portfolio, and where appropriate with other interested EIC 

Community members and third parties. The aim of thematic portfolios is to develop cooperation 

within the portfolio in order to support the member-projects in achieving more efficiently and 

effectively their objectives, and more generally to enhance research, prepare transition to 

innovation and stimulate business opportunities, and strengthen the EIC Community. Such 

activities may include participation to conferences, workshops or meetings, data sharing, or 

participation to any relevant EIC Business Acceleration Services events, just to name a few. 
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It should be emphasised that the Pathfinder Open call is bottom-up and thus the level of 

adherence of a proposal to one or several existing portfolios is not an eligibility or evaluation 

criterion for proposals submitted to this call. It is nevertheless expected that all Pathfinder projects 

will be included in at least one portfolio. 

 

Q7. How will participation in portfolio activities be supported? At the 

submission, do proposals need to allocate a budget for portfolio activities? 

Pathfinder Open proposals do not need to allocate budget for these activities while those from 

Pathfinder Challenges should allocate a corresponding budget as indicated in the relevant 

Challenge Guide. 

In specific cases the participation in portfolio activities may be supported by booster grants with 

fixed amounts of up to EUR 50 000 per project. 

 

Q8. Will the Pathfinder challenges still exist in future Work Programme? 

The Challenge-driven approach will continue in future EIC work programmes beyond 2022. The 

topics identified for the challenge-driven calls in the  EIC work programme 2022 will evolve, with 

new topics identified in later years, with the possibility of some topics identified in this Work 

Programme to be complemented with additional funding. Throughout 2022, the EIC will organise 

various discussions and events to help identify the most promising emerging topics for the 

Challenges, and EIC Programme Managers are expected to play a central role in this process. 

 

Q9. Are there events foreseen to support the formation of consortium for 

Pathfinder calls? 

The European Commission supports the formation of consortia for Pathfinder calls by means of 

its Partner Search tool on the Funding and Tenders Portal.  Specific networking events may be 

organised and announced at a later stage. Please also contact your National Contact Point for 

further information and support. 
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Q10. Why is there no option for rebuttal under Pathfinder Challenges? 

The rebuttal process was introduced as a pilot in 2021 to the evaluations of proposals submitted 

to the Pathfinder Open call only. If successful, it might be rolled out to other Horizon Europe calls 

at a later stage. 
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