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Dear Friends, 

How good it has been to have a focus for celebration!  
This year has been no exception.  The events staged for 
the Queen’s 70th Jubilee and our own URC Golden Jubilee 
and no doubt other special birthdays and celebrations 
and anniversaries of our members and friends. 

We have been in Stuart House for nearly two years.  Yes, 
we are delighted with our new premises – particularly 
the worship area.  It would be unrealistic to pretend we 
have had no problems: maintenance work needed to be 
done, signs agreed and erected.  Fortunately there 
always seems to be someone on hand to advise and help! 

Our Vision Day in June reminded us as Proverbs said 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish but they 
who keep the law, happy are they.” 

We have a vision for our church and community.  We 
want to spread the Good News of Jesus’ love for us all, 
whatever our colour, creed or belief.  We believe that all 
are welcome into our church and groups. 

During the pandemic, life was hard for so many people 
unable to see family and friends and confined to home.  
Restrictions are lifting and we are getting back to 
normality, but we still need to be aware of this 
dangerous COVID spreading. 

We have been grateful as a church: we have re-opened, 
and have worship every Sunday.  We acknowledge with 
gratitude all those who come and lead our services.   

We are all on a journey – the journey of life.  For some it 
has been shorter than we would have liked.  Others are 
still travelling with us, even if it means worshipping at 
home and remembering us in their prayers.   
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Soon it will be ‘harvest’.  As the Bible tells us the 
labourers are few, and we can always do with more 
willing helpers.  To steal a phrase from a supermarket, 
“Every little helps”!  We have a wonderful team of 
dedicated helpers – bless you all. 

Before long the new blocks of flats in Victoria Street will 
be occupied; we want to be ready to fulfil their needs in 
whatever way we can.  It will be a challenge for us! 

Let’s continue to pray for each other, so that we can 
serve our church members, groups, tenants and 
community with energy, inspiration and a welcoming 
presence in the days and months ahead. 

Father we place into Your hands 

the things we cannot do. 

Father we place into Your hands 

the times that we’ve been through. 

Father we place into Your hands 

the way that we should go, 

for we know we always can trust You. 
Copyright © 1975 ThankYou Music.   
Reproduced with permission, church copyright license 215258. 

 

With blessings to all friends, far and near, 

Christine 

 

Diary 

Sunday Worship 

August 7: Revd Jim Gould - Communion 

14:   Revd Paul Whiting 

21:  Mr Sam Goodman 

28:  Elders 
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September 4:  Revd Jim Gould - Communion 

11:   Mrs Janet Patmore 

18:   Mr Sam Goodman (Church Meeting) 

25:   Revd Paul Whiting 

 

Other dates: 
Elders’ Meeting on 8th September 

Church Meeting: 18th September 

Monday Fellowship:  12th and 26th September 

 

Pastoral 
We are delighted to record that Mrs Jean May is the new 
President of Central Musical Theatre Company.  We offer 
Jean our sincere congratulations, as a well-deserved 
honour after all the dedicated and loyal service she and 
Barrie have given to “The Operatic” over the years. 

Congratulations to Matty for obtaining a first class 
honours degree at Derby University.  We are very proud 
of you Matty – well-deserved! 

Finally, thanks to Michael Watkinson who attended the 
URC’s General Assembly on our behalf.  We hope to have 
a report from Michael in our next edition of the 
magazine. 

Earlier in the year, Hope Together produced an excellent 
book “Our Faithful Queen, 70 years of faith and service”.  
Around the national Jubilee weekend we were able to 
distribute a copy to our members, associated groups, 
tenants and visiting preachers.  This book focused on our 
Queen’s faith as a Christian monarch, and were felt 
privileged to share this gift.   
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We also used the URC’s recommended service as we 
celebrated Her Majesty’s reign together with URCs 
throughout the country. 

Also in this issue there is a report on our activities in 
support of Headway, our “POTS” charity this year, and 
our continuing support for “Upbeat Communities”. 

Christine. 

Looked under the mattress recently? 
Seriously, £20 and £50 paper notes cease to 
be legal tender by 30th September.  Get 
them changed or paid into a bank account.  
If you don’t, you will have much more of a 
problem later on. 

If you have any of the old paper £5 and £10 notes left, 
you are already in problems!  Speak to your bank. 

 
Filing Cabinet Hangers 

We’ve had a bit of a reorganization, and have a couple of 
dozen empty filing-cabinet hangers free to a good home!  
If you have a use for some of these, please see Jim. 

 

Fifty years of the URC 
 – a personal reflection. 
This is the third and last of my own personal ramblings 
on the URC. 

My own background. 
In 1969 my young family and I joined Bracknell 
Congregational/Presbyterian Church – a “pioneer” church 
at the time of “Conversations” between the two 
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denominations, and we found ourselves with a 
Presbyterian minister – one John Waller, who 
subsequently moved to Derby and higher things!   

The Union 
For many of us in Bracknell, then, the formation of the 
United Reformed Church in 1972 was in the nature of a 
non-event.  We’d tried it and it worked.  Time for the 
rest of the world to catch up! 

In due course, I was invited to test a call to the ministry, 
and later found myself at Oxford in 1979 and the 
Ecumenical Parish of Feltham in 1983.  An interesting 
pastorate which included one URC/Methodist church, two 
Methodist churches and a sort-of-unofficial curacy in the 
Parish Church.   

So, what of the future of the URC?   
The URC which Arthur McArthur stated at the time of 
foundation was a church ‘born to die’ – a temporary step 
on the way to Church Unity.  If that was once our calling, 
we’ve pretty-much forgotten it.   

I have also observed in my four pastorates that 
ecumenism only seems to flourish when local church 
leaders like one another; the question of 
high/low/ordained/lay is secondary.   

Local congregations of the URC in 1972 (or some of them) 
may have accepted we were ‘born to die’.  In 2022 many 
of our churches (could even be the same ones!) seem to 
be more concerned with strategies aimed at keeping 
themselves alive!  In these unusual times many of us 
have indeed spent a lot of our time and resources just 
“living”. 

A final observation. 
Nationwide, there is a serious and continuous decline in 
church membership and worshippers in perhaps 90% of all 
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the mainstream churches.  The one segment of Christian 
worship in the UK which seems to be holding up or 
indeed growing is in those of the conservative 
evangelical persuasion, frequently associated with an 
almost-cult type of leadership.  I keep having this 
repeated niggle of a question: 

“In the twentyfirst Century, is this evidence that we are 
getting it wrong?”  Please tell me that the answer to this 
question is “No”!   (in the next Magazine, perhaps?) 

Jim Gould 

 

Blackberries, Blackcurrants and other 
such relishes. 

Lord Byron, that rebellious 19th century poet, once said: 

‘The English winter — ending in July, To recommence 

in August.‘ 

He also wrote: 

‘Our cloudy climate and our chilly women’ 

but what happened to the ‘chilly women’, I wouldn't 

know. 

Yet, in the light of this year's weather, who knows what 

might, or might not, happen! 

Apropos of all this, as Autumn wends its languid way after 

our so-called Summer months, I ask myself, ‘Do young 

rascals go black-berrying or have they been banned along 

with bluebells?’ And while I think of it, ‘Are young rascals 

still actively legal to raid hedgerows and the like?’ 

For the secret of an ideal blackberrying expedition, it was 

necessary to keep it a secret.  There used to be just the two 

of us. I would forage among the higher bushes, while my 

fellow-urchin plundered the lower parts.  
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That way, we'd strip a bush bare of berries before other 

young horrors could do the same. 

The lanes and fields where we rascals used to pick plump 

blackberries, are now housing estates with supermarkets 

littering the areas!  All the fruits were ready to hand. 

Elderberries and blackcurrants grew in the hedgerows, 

redcurrants in our back gardens. One of my duties, if my 

Mum felt a redcurrant tart coming on, was for me 

(ALWAYS ME!) to go and pluck the beastly things. 

Everyone (or nearly everyone) grew something in those 

days, whether it was a lettuce, a radish or a cauliflower. It 

was the job of us youngsters to prepare the salad 

ingredients for a Sunday meal, which we sometimes 

thought of as a frightful bore! And Dad would get together 

the cold meats (pickles included), while Mum rested on her 

laurels! 

More fortunately, we horrors were allowed our own plots 

on which to grow what we liked.  For myself, I had the 

ambitious plan to grow maize or corn, but my plot wasn't 

big enough for such an undertaking and, anyhow, combine 

harvesters weren't available in those days!  Nowadays, 

vegetables and fruits can be bought at the local cash and 

carry, solely for our own use – and furnished with a handy 

trolley as well. 

Let me close on an evocative note, from Psalm 148: 

‘Praise him, hills and mountains,  

fruit trees and forests;  

all animals, tame and wild, reptiles and birds. 

Let them all praise the name of the Lord!‘ 

Keep joyful! 

Geoffrey Dunstan 
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Vision Day 2022 
Central’s Vision Day 2022 was a success! 

We discussed what had been successful in the last year 
and focused on areas of improvement moving forward.  

Our vision was guided by Proverbs 29:18:  

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he 
that keepeth the law, happy is he.” (KJV).  

Our achievements include:  

• A commitment to social justice. Our relationships 
with Derbyshire LGBT+ and the Padley Centre in 
Derby encapsulate our vision for equality and 
fairness for all.  

• The groups who use our space throughout the week 
are growing steadily. Our church has become a hub 
of activity. We have been very pleased to see new 
people through these groups.  

• Our continued relationship with local organisations 
and churches and groups.  We value these 
relationships and understand that they are integral 
to our vision.  

Our areas for progress include: 

• Our action on the environment. As a church with an 
environmental message and an understanding of the 
importance of God’s creation we have made some 
changes to benefit the environment. In particular, 
we are making recycling facilities more accessible. 
This includes accessible recycling for paper and 
cardboard/batteries/ink cartridges among others. 

• There was a demand for a new community craft 
group at Central. It was decided that a craft group 
would build on our relationship with the community. 
Our first craft session will commence from 2nd 
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September. Look out for more upcoming 
information! 

• With lockdown restrictions lifted, businesses have 
been open and back in operation. We were 
reminded of the importance in maintaining 
relationships with neighbouring businesses and 
organisations.  

Following on from this, we will be hosting an Open 
Weekend from 3-4 September to celebrate Central’s new 
building on Green Lane. (See overleaf)  Due to Covid-19, 
our new church building was closed through much of 
2020. Now the public and local community are invited to 
celebrate with us, listen to our vision and see it in 
practice. 

Matty 
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3Fs update 

 

 

It’s hard to believe that is just about a year since we 
tentatively re-opened the 3Fs group All wearing masks, 
socially distancing, ensuring everyone had had at least 2 
vaccinations and serving just tea and coffee and an 
hour’s exercise. 

What a difference a year makes. 

An average of 30-35 members enjoy a full lunch and 
plenty of opportunity to chat, mostly without masks. 

We celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee with a “Jubilee 
Morning – a Jubilee Quiz, a sing-along and lunch.  All 
members received a copy of the book Our Faithful 
Queen. 

We are so grateful to the Sandwich Shop for their fresh 
and wide variety of fillings and to the kitchen staff who 
serve them; to the 3 drivers from RVS who continue to 
pick up those needing transport; to Sylvia who deals with 
most of the admin work, the birthdays and calls to check 
on people who are not well. 

Thanks to the trainers Jodie and Sarah from Let’s Get 
Active who so readily doubled their numbers when Fiona, 
our yoga trainer, had Covid. 

Thanks to the happy group of members who attend on 
Wednesday morning and especially to all the volunteers 
who turn out to make each morning a success. 

We have sadly lost some members during the year but 
are delighted to be making new contacts from local 
surgeries. 

3Fs committee. 

 



  13 

Social Responsibility update 
We have had a very successful year. 

Our “POTS” charity for Headway (supporting Brain Injury) 
has reached a super £1392.97, and the cheque will be 
presented at a service in September. 

Our new “POTS” charity is Blood Bikes, Derbyshire.  Our 
policy up to now has been to choose a different charity 
each year, but many had heard of the huge difficulties 
Blood Bikes were undergoing because of fuel prices, and 
the vote for them was overwhelming. 

 

 

 

 

We have continued to collect blisterpacs from medicines. 
These are taken to Superdrug in Derby where they are 
sent to the Marie Curie foundation. 

Upbeat communities 

We regularly send items up to the top of Green Lane 
where Upbeat Communities collect for their Welcome 
boxes. They are doing amazing work for refugees and 
Asylum Seekers who find their way to Derby. Derby is a 
City of Sanctuary so they will find a welcome. 

We have just acquired a ‘Battery box’ which is collected 
regularly. 

A special thank you to all in church and members of the 
3Fs group who so willingly become involved with all our 
outreach projects. 

At the end of September we shall also be sending our 
regular donations to local and national charities. 

Social Responsibility Group. 
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Central's Open Weekend 
Saturday 3rd / Sunday 4th September 

All are 

 

Our move from Becketwell Lane to Green Lane took 
place during the first Covid lockdown in September 2020.  
Because of this we were unable to hold a service of 
celebration. 

However we are holding an Open Weekend on Saturday 
3rd September. 

From 10:00am to 4pm there will be a chance to look 
round our building and see some of our groups 
represented here. 

Refreshments will be available in the Hall all day but 
from 12 - 1:30pm we shall be serving Bacon Butties. 

and at 3:30pm a short service of dedication and 
celebration will be held in the church. 

 

Then on Sunday 4th September at 10:30am we will 
have our normal family service: all are warmly invited. 

We look forward to seeing you. 



16 

… and contributions for the Weekly Notice Sheet should 
be sent to Jim Gould on jim@cathyjim.uk, or by phone on 
07986 827594.  Deadline Friday lunchtime, please! 

 

Central  
United Reformed Church 

Stuart House, Green Lane, 
Derby DE1 1RS 

Telephone: 01332 346627 
Website: www.derbycentralurc.net;   

Facebook: @derbycentralurc 

 

Secretary: Mrs Christine Fielding 01332 514631 

Treasurer: Mr Sam Goodman 07779 032979 

Safeguarding Officers {Mrs Maureen Hinchliffe 01332 671336} 
 {Mr Peter Allen 01332 556044} 

Room Bookings Duty Managers 01332 346627 
 …or via “enquiries” on our website 

A large print magazine is available on request. 

Back Copies of the Magazine can be found on the website! 

 

 

 

Central United Reformed Church is the working name for  
Central, Derby, United Reformed Church Charity – Registration Number 

1130551 

The October/November Magazine will be available in late 
September.  Please send material (be creative!) to arrive 
no later than Sunday 11th September to Christine Fielding 
care of the church, or by email to c.fielding@talktalk.net  

 

mailto:jim@cathyjim.uk
http://www.derbycentralurc.net/
mailto:c.fielding@talktalk.net

