
  1 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  3 

Dear Friends at Central, 

 

Familiar picture … on a different wall 

 

It was good to be with you on Sunday 20th February.  In 
common with many ministers, it is not often that I get the 
chance to sit in the congregation for worship led by a 
colleague.   It was a particular treat, therefore, to do so when 
my good friend, David Downing, was leading worship and 
preaching.  Thank you for the warmth of your welcome. 

 

Having recently moved house we have had the challenge of 
deciding where to put things.  Eight months in, some pictures 
are still in their packing boxes and awaiting the decision of 
where they are to hang, but some are hung.   I have been 
struck by the extent to which I have appreciated afresh 
features of pictures that we have had for some time – chiefly 
because they are now hanging on different walls.   I suspect 
that once they have been hanging in their new position for a 
few more months they will have become so familiar again that 
they run the risk of not being noticed. 

 

The same can be true when it comes to the ‘pictures’ 
associated with our faith.   Certain passages of scripture can 
become so familiar to us that when they are read out loud in 
worship – or when we read them ourselves – we run the risk of 
them not striking us afresh.    April’s ‘gallery’ features 
‘pictures’ central to our faith:  the Passion and Resurrection 
of Jesus.   Some of the world’s greatest artists – as well as 
composers and writers - have been inspired by the narrative 
of these sacred stories and have sought to convey their 
meaning and power in art, writing and music.    Yet, lest we 
are careful, they may already be so well known that their 
impact is lost on us. 
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This Passiontide, Holy Week and Easter, however, provides us 
– tragically – with a different ‘wall’ on which to hang these 
pictures: the ‘wall’ of the horror of the suffering inflicted 
upon Ukraine.    As we gaze again upon the sacred pictures – 
the momentary adulation by a crowd that days later cries, 
“Crucify”; the betrayal and denial by closest friends;  the 
Upper Room and Gethsemane Garden;  the scourging and 
crucifixion;  the empty tomb – this year may each picture be 
considered alongside the scenes from Ukraine.   And, as a 
starting-point for entering this ‘gallery’, I offer these words 
from Luke’s gospel.  They are set, of course, in First Century 
Palestine but could just as easily depict Twenty First Century 
Ukraine: 

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 
and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what 
would bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes.  
The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an 
embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on 
every side.   They will dash you to the ground, you and the 
children within your walls.  They will not leave one stone on 
another, because you did not recognise the time of God’s 
coming to you.  (Luke 19: 41-44) 

 

Passiontide, Holy Week and Easter this year cannot be 
observed in isolation from the heart-breaking scenes from 
Ukraine but it is my prayer that our faith in the Crucified and 
Risen One will inspire us afresh to pray and work for peace.     

 
Geoffrey S. Clarke, 

Moderator, East Midlands Synod 
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Diary 
Sunday Worship 

April 3: Revd Jim Gould - Communion 
10: Mr Philip Royle 
17: Easter Day Revd Paul Whiting 
24: Mr Trevor Williams 

May 1: Revd Jim Gould - Communion 
8: Revd Philip Webb 
15: Elders  (Church Meeting) 
22: Mr Robert Sales 
29: Mr Sam Goodman 

Other dates: 

On Maundy Thursday, 14th April, we will be sharing a meal led 
by Jim at Central, to which members of Ashbourne Road 
Church and Mackworth URC have been invited. 

Elders’ Meetings on 20th April and 12th May 

Monday Fellowship: 
11th and 25th April; 9th and 23rd May 

Pastoral 
Sadly we heard of the passing of Robert Young’s wife Anne in 
February: a lovely Christian lady, and we know she will be 
missed by many family and friends. 

Marie Tough joins the octogenarians on 19th May.  Happy 
birthday, Marie, and greetings to all who celebrate April and 
May birthdays. 

It was a pleasure to welcome Revd Geoffrey Clarke, our 
Moderator (and writer of this issue’s Pastoral Letter) when he 
joined us on Sunday 20th February, when our former minister 
Revd David Downing led our worship.  David was delighted to 
see the church. 
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Then on 13th March we welcomed the Revd Canon Cameron 
Butland and Revd Nigel Adkinson and their wives, and 
Cameron and Nigel took part in leading the service. 

Cameron and a colleague of his, Leon, are part of A Place for 
Hope. an organisation which accompanies and equips faith 
communities.  They have been very helpful to the Elders, 
engaging with them on several occasions by Zoom to help us to 
move forward with positivity. The Synod offered us this 
opportunity and we felt it has proved very worthwhile. 

Following the service, we all shared a Bring and Share lunch 
together; what an amazing choice was on offer!!  It engendered 
much conversation and laughter and was a happy time spent 
together. 

This was our first meal in Stuart House, hopefully one of many.  
Our next one in fact will be on Maundy Thursday at 6pm when 
we shall celebrate, as Jesus did with his disciples. You are 
invited to join us and our sister churches for fellowship, food 
and meditation to lead us up to Easter. 

Christine 

One day a poor peddler went to the marketplace to sell a 
basket of eggs.  He came upon a crowd mocking a man who 
staggered with a heavy cross on which he was about to be 
crucified.  The peddler ran to his aid, leaving the basket by the 
roadside.  When he returned, he found the eggs transformed 
into exquisite designs of bright colours. 

The man was Christ; the peddler, Simon 

And the eggs were to become the symbol of rebirth for all 
mankind. 

Ukrainian Folk Tale. 
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Easter Joy 
When I was about seven or eight years old, I wanted to 

fly aeroplanes; at twelve, I wanted to be a James Bond 

character; at fifteen, my ambition was to be a radio or 

television announcer. Now, in my declining years, 

regardless of what I may, or may not, have achieved in 

my life, I can (despite my comforts and sins) gain, 

hopefully, the rewards of heaven. 

WB Yeats, the Irish poet of the late 19
th
 and early 20th 

centuries, once penned these words: 

‘The wind is old and still at play 

While I must hurry upon my way 

For I am running to Paradise.’ 

The afterlife — call it what you like — is our Advent 

after Easter. ‘The Lord is risen’, we 

rejoice, and many reply, ‘He is risen 

indeed.’  It's this Faith that holds us 

through life and death. The Almighty 

knows how hopeless are the 

problems that confront us and how 

serious the decisions that weigh upon us. 

But, surely, despite our failings and sinfulness (individual 

and collective), the gaiety of spirit is still at work in us 

and through his creation 

In spite of the fact that we're all caught up in the so-

called ‘credit crunch’ and taunted by the philosophy of 

despair and the cult of the absurd, we can join in the 

Christian chorus, ‘For yours is the Kingdom, the power 

and the glory’. 
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His words are the same: 

‘Peace I leave with you, not as the world gives, give I 

unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 

be afraid.’ 

And here's something else I heard: ‘A women's group 

were asked to bring decorated eggs for an Easter service, 

the eggs to be given afterwards to a local hospital.  

The minister informed the ladies, "As you enter the 

church, will you please lay your eggs in the font"!' 

Keep joyful. 

Geoffrey Dunstan. 

TWO TOUGH QUESTIONS:  
Question 1: If you knew a woman who was pregnant, who had 
8 children already, three who were deaf, two who were blind, 
one mentally disabled, and she had syphilis; would you 
recommend that she have a termination?  

Question 2: Say it is time to elect a new world leader, and your 
vote counts. Here are the facts about the three leading 
candidates:  

Candidate A associates with crooked politicians, and 
consults with anthologists. He's had two mistresses. He 
also chain smokes and drinks 8 to 10 martinis a day.  
 
Candidate B was kicked out of office twice, sleeps until 
noon, used opium in university and drinks a quart of 
whisky every evening.  
 
Candidate C is a decorated war hero. He's a vegetarian, 
doesn't smoke, drinks an occasional beer and hasn't had 
any extramarital affairs. Which of these candidates would 
be your choice?  

For comments on your choice, see page 11 
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Social Responsibility/ Outreach 
It has been a busy year for us trying to balance the many 
demands on our funds and time. 

At the end of last year, we were able to donate to; 

• Commitment for Life: the URC charity focusing on 

Palestine territories) 

• Derby City Mission/ Safe space (the replacement for the 

night shelter) 

• The Delhi Brotherhood in India 

• The Padley Centre 

• The Bosnia Herzegovina Refugee Centre 

• The Street pastors 

Our local Pots charity for 2021/22 is Headway (support for 
people with brain injuries). 

Our 3 monthly pots collection and 2 very successful coffee 
mornings has so far raised  £754. 18.  

With 2 pots collections and another coffee morning this spring 
we are well on the way to our yearly target of £1,000 

Upbeat Communities 

We are still collecting items regularly for their Welcome Boxes. 

Our Friday coffee proceeds are sent to Christian Aid. 

Our recent appeal for Ukraine means that the church has sent 
£586.00 to the disasters Emergency committee. 

We are aware that there are still so many areas of concern that 
still require our support. Please speak to Stella or Cathy if you 
have any suggestions of ways we can widen our giving. 

Social Responsibility group 

. 
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The seeds keep growing 
Tuesday Tots: 
Last week, sixteen toddlers and their carers arrived on Tuesday 
morning, the largest number since we moved to Stuart House.  
Many were friends of existing Mums; some had seen the page 
on Facebook. The welcome and happy surroundings ensures 
that the group continues to grow, (even though Google Earth is 
still not sure of our whereabouts). 

Guides and Brownies: 

 
Under some new leadership and remaining faithful leaders, a 
happy bunch of girls enjoy the new premises. Using a new 
scheme which allows small groups to work together until they 
grow into a good size, the company celebrated six girls making 
promises and moving sections. A growing number of girls 
attend each week. Well done to all concerned! 

3Fs; we had wondered if our elderly members would be 
apprehensive about returning after the pandemic. Covid rules 
have helped many to feel safe in the building and are still in 
place. This means that a good number of previous members 
have enjoyed the move to Stuart House and again, we take 
new members weekly and we are now serving an average of 
30 lunches each Wednesday morning, with at least 4/5 more 
unable to stay for lunch. Some members move weekly between 
the 2 exercise sessions, able to enjoy the quiet of yoga one 
week and the musical chair exercises the next.  

Thanks to the many volunteers in all 3 groups who water 
the seeds and tend the soil which allows them to grow 
safely. Cathy 
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Answers to those ‘Tough Questions 
From page 8 

Question 2 

Candidate A is Franklin D. Roosevelt  
Candidate B is Winston Churchill  
Candidate C is Adolph Hitler  
 
And by the way, if you said yes to answer Question 1, you just 
killed Beethoven.  Pretty interesting isn't it?  “Judge not, that ye 
be not judged”! 

 

Building work. 
One of the things which needed doing when we 
bought Stuart House was the repair of the 
dormer windows on the top floor.    A few weeks 
ago we were visited by a contractor who brought 
a ‘Cherry-picker’ (Bloomin’ high cherry trees for 
this machine) and quickly 
gave us a report.  Just about 
every window leaks, each in 
its individual way, and here on 
the right is a picture of one – 
not the best, nor the worst.  
Slates dislodged and broken, 
corroded sealant from a 
bodged repair maybe ten 

years ago, lead covering ruined through poor 
installation. 

So as I write, the building is festooned with scaffolding, and on 
our weekdays we will be entertained by workmen hammering 
new lead sheet into place.   
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It’s a large and expensive job, but one which cannot be left any 
longer.  Spare a thought for those who work at Stuart House; 
but it’ll only take a few weeks now.* 

Another job now done – trivial until you get round to doing it – is 
the provision of suitable display boards around the building.  
They are now in place and we owe Peter Allen a huge Thank 
You for sourcing and designing them, then supervising their 
installation. 

And finally, our car park fence tried to blow down in the gales a 
month back.  We have made and installed a couple of brackets 
to discipline them, and they now ain’t going anywhere any time 
soon! 

Jim. 

* but sometimes things don’t go totally according to plan… 
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Read Easy - Inspiring Adults to Learn to Read 
Before Christmas I joined a team of Volunteers as a reading 
coach with Read Easy, Derby.  The Derby Group was formed 
during 2021 and coaches receive training and attend monthly 
coaching meetings for updates, sharing progress and ideas.  
Volunteer coaches in Derby are from all walks of life with a 
wide range of ages, the oldest is 80; and she remarked that this 
had given her a new lease of life!  My reader is in her mid-60’s, 
but some readers are in their 20’s and 30’s. 

If you are like me, you probably enjoy tuning in to “The Repair 
Shop”, and probably, like me, you will be surprised to learn that 
the presenter Jay Blades is taking part in a new BBC 
documentary which will follow his journey as he faces up to the 
challenge of learning to read as an adult with charity Read 
Easy UK. 

Jay concealed his inability to read until he was in his 30s, after 
he struggled to learn to read as a child.  Jay is not alone - a 
quarter of all children in England leave primary school, like 
Blades, unable to read to the expected level.  Nearly seven 
million adults in the UK have very poor literacy skills.  Many are 
too ashamed or embarrassed to come forward and ask for help. 

Not being able to read properly affects almost every aspect of 
day-to-day life – from reading signs and important letters, to 
voting or being able to understand basic health information.  It 
also makes it more difficult to be able to support your own 
children’s learning. 

In the programme Jay meets other people who are on the same 
journey with Read Easy – like Jacky Smith who has just started 
to learn to read in her 60s.  Her main motivation is being able to 
read with her 7-year-old granddaughter and help her sister who 
is now partially sighted.   

 

https://readeasy.org.uk/
https://readeasy.org.uk/
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Jay also meets Jeff George, 31, who says, ‘‘The most important 
thing for me is to be able to read stories to my son who has just 
started school.  That’s my goal.  I’d also like to be able to 
understand more in work and have other options career-wise 
for the future.  Reading will open those doors for me.  If I have 
a chance of something better, I’m going to take it”. 

Read Easy UK has 50 affiliated groups around the UK with over 
1100 volunteers providing free one-to-one reading coaching for 
adults who are unable to read.  Readers meet volunteer 
coaches twice a week, in a neutral venue, such as a library 
meeting room, to follow ‘Turning Pages’ – an adult reading 
programme originally developed in prisons.   

To find out more about learning to read as an adult with Read 
Easy visit www.readeasy.org.uk  

If you know anyone who would be interested in becoming a 
reading coach or if you know an adult who would like support 
with reading, please email Sara Martin at 
derbyleader@readeasy.org.uk or ‘phone 07419 133016 

Charlotte O’Toole 

 

 

 

The  documentary about Jay can be found at   
www. https://readeasy.org.uk/jay-blades-documentary/

http://www.readeasy.org.uk/
mailto:derbyleader@readeasy.org.uk
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How’s the Becketwell Redevelopment doing? 
Those of us who still visit 
the centre of Derby will 
have seen the new 
buildings going up on the 
former Debenhams site, 
but if you haven’t been 
into town recently, you 
may be interested to see 
the Developers’ latest 

visualisation of the new 
shops and offices, then, 
here on the right, a ‘so-far’ 
picture taken in mid-March 
from about the same 
position. 

St James’ Securities, who 
have been responsible for 
this stage of development, were recently confirmed as the 
Lead Developers of the next stage: a multi-use Performance 
Venue around the site of the old Pennine Hotel, which is being 
pounded into dust as this is written. 

Derby is certainly changing…  
again! 
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A poem from Sam 
The crowded train 
 

I've come from somewhere safe 
My only concerns are remembering my tickets 

Making it to the station on time 
And food for the journey 
The songs on my playlist 
And what book to read 

 
I'm not crammed in like cattle 
Fleeing blood soaked battles 

I'm not in fear for my life 
Separated from children and wife 

 
I'm not a sudden refugee 
Given moments to flee 

Nor am I forced to instantly choose 
Which possessions to lose 

 
I'm going somewhere secure 

With a roof and a door 
Somewhere warm with a bed 

Where I can gently lay my head 
Where there's water and heat 

And enough food to eat 
So how can I complain 
About crowded trains? 

 
SamG 13th March 2022 
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Walton and Weybridge 
and lockdown ministry. 

In a nutshell, our story in the Walton and Weybridge pastorate is 
that when the first Covid Lockdown began we soon realised that 
we had to adapt or die! Right from the start a weekly “Thought for 
the Day and Prayer” sheet was circulated by email and by post to 
every member and adherent. (I thought it might be for a month or 
so- actually it went out from mid-March, 2020 to Pentecost 2021!) 
It was quickly realised that this wasn’t enough and that we had to 
go “online” if we going to try to meet people’s spiritual needs in a 
time of crisis. Our First “Zoom Service” was on Easter Day 2020 
and we continue to Zoom services on a Sunday to this day. 
 
A number of our folk are older and initially their “children” and 
grandchildren (and great-grandchildren) helped them get used to 
going online and onto Zoom. We also formed a “Tech Team” from 
people within the pastorate… 
 
Following each service, we had “zoom chat and coffee 
 
So, with visitors we were soon running at up to about 70 
connections each week during the first lockdown and the Zoom 
Chat time afterwards played a massive part in people’s well-
being. We also began to be joined by people in different countries 
who had a connection with one of the churches. During this time 
the 2 congregations grew close. When we were first able to re-
open we initially did so focussing on getting one building open 
and holding services since we simply had neither the 
congregation nor the stewards wanting to come to be able to 
open both. 
 
When we re-opened at Pentecost, 2021. It was immediately clear 
that the congregations weren’t mentally in the same place that 
they’d been 18 months earlier.  From Pentecost 2021 we 
continued a weekly Zoom service, zooming our Sunday service 
from St Andrews (not possible from Weybridge for a number of 
reasons) thus giving people the option of “in person” or “zoom 
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Then came our rather curved ball. For many years St Andrew’s 
has had a link with a community of impoverished artists in 
Zimbabwe (Artpeace). When their church was closed for Covid 
reasons, and they knew we were available "online" they asked if 
they could join us for worship. We realised that the internet 
allowed us to share worship with them but with slow internet 
speed and old devices it quickly became obvious that Zoom 
wasn’t going to work- but audio recordings using Whatsapp get 
through fine- so that’s what we do. 
 
Today, we are very much a hybrid church. Walton and Weybridge 
URCs have united and now meet each week on the St Andrew’s, 
Walton site where the church’s IT system has been upgraded to 
allow it to connect to the internet. We have 40-60 physically in the 
building most Sundays. We have about 10 who regularly join us 
on Zoom. We have about 120 in Zimbabwe using Whatsapp and 
the service is also used by a local school there to provide a 
weekly school assembly. Members of Artpeace also forward the 
services to other members of their family,  
 
Finally, on a totally different subject, to reduce the time people 
are in a church building we have cut a hymn also reduced the 
sermon length, encouraging preachers to preach shorter, more 
focussed sermons…a sort of “use the time to say something 
worth listening to- then shut up”! That’s generally been well 
received by the congregation and, I think, has raised the standard 
of preaching too. Nothing like a dying phone battery threatening 
to lose you over 50% of the congregation if you go on too long to 
focus the mind. 
 
I hope that this is of interest to you and, perhaps, tells a rather 
different story than decline. 

Michael Hodgson 

(This is a shortened version of an article which Michael circulated 
recently.  Jim has the full article if anyone would like to read it.)  
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… and contributions for the Weekly Notice Sheet should be 
sent to Jim Gould on jim@cathyjim.uk, or by phone on 
07986 827594.  Deadline Friday lunchtime, please! 

 

Central United Reformed Church 

Stuart House, Green Lane, 

Derby DE1 1RS 

Telephone: 01332 346627 
Website: www.derbycentralurc.net;   

Facebook: @derbycentralurc 

 

Secretary: Mrs Christine Fielding 01332 514631 

Treasurer: Mr Sam Goodman 07779 032979 

Safeguarding Officers {Mrs Maureen Hinchliffe 01332 671336} 
 {Mr Peter Allen 01332 556044} 

Room Bookings Duty Managers 01332 346627 
 …or via “enquiries” on our website 

A large print magazine is available on request. 

Back Copies of the Magazine can be found on the website! 

 

 

 

Central United Reformed Church is the working name for  
Central, Derby, United Reformed Church Charity – Registration Number 1130551 

The June/July Magazine will be available in late May.  
Please send material (be creative!) to arrive no later than 
Sunday 8th May to Christine Fielding care of the church, or 
by email to c.fielding@talktalk.net  

 

mailto:jim@cathyjim.uk
http://www.derbycentralurc.net/
mailto:c.fielding@talktalk.net

