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A message from our Church Secretary 

Greetings to All, 

On the first Sunday in January Jim focussed on “Promises”. 
Not easy, I guess, for any of us. We like to think we can make 
a promise and keep it, but how often we fail! Is it just me 
who forgets things I have promised to do? 

The Israelites were promised a new land of their own after 
years of serving the Egyptians, but Moses their leader never 
saw the "Promised Land".  I wonder why God denied Moses this 
ending to all his travelling and leadership through the desert. 

I love the opening lines of the poem quoted by King George VI 
which begins. 

“I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, 
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown’”. 

We are still stepping into the “unknown” of this year.  Will it 
be better than the last one, which proved so catastrophic and 
sad for so many? Can we be encouraged to go forward to do 
more things for others? 

One of the most noticeable features of the past year has been 
how so many communities have pulled together and supported 
each other, including the wonderful service of the NHS staff, 
vaccination volunteers and research scientists. 

Surely Christianity is about serving others, and helping others?  

The late Desmond Tutu was a great example of service to his 
people and the world. 

Our church is at last getting its signs up, thank you Derby City 
Council, and all who have been working hard to get this done!  
Everyone will now know where we are! 
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We want to do more for our local community by welcoming 
ALL to our building. We continue to worship and pray together 
learning how we can be more Christlike.  

Our Lord has promised “I will never leave you or forsake you; I 
will be with you until the end of time”. What greater promise 
is there than this? 

May we all continue to try and keep our promises and enjoy 
God's presence and power to serve Him and others. 

For what has been and will be: Onward and upward. 

Yours in friendship, 

 Christine. 

 

Preachers for February and March 
6th February: Revd Jim Gould with Holy Communion 

13th: Mr Sam Goodman 

20th: Revd David Downing  

27th: Miss Nicola Webb 

 

6nd March:  Revd Jim Gould with Holy Communion 

13th: Elders 

20th: Mr Sam Goodman, followed by Church Meeting. 

27th: Revd Raymond Lunt 

World Day of Prayer 
This year’s service is on Friday 4th March at the Cathedral at 
11:00 a.m.  Light refreshments to follow, and all are 
welcome. 
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Church Secretary's Report 2021 

This year has been a horrendous one for many of us and Central 
has had its fair share of "ups and downs". The corona virus caused 
us to close our church and we joined our sister churches in having 
zoom worship produced each Sunday by our minister, Judith, on 
Sunday mornings, and a Facebook meditation in the afternoon. 
Sadly, Judith offered her resignation of her 3 churches; 
Ashbourne Road, Central and Mackworth, to the Synod in the 
summer as her health deteriorated and the intolerable pressures 
from some quarters mounted. She and Liz have moved out of the 
manse and found a house with their children Imani and Elijah in the 
Derby area. We pay tribute to her for all the work she did during the 
move from Victoria House to our new premises at Stuart House. We 
were looking forward to expand on her vision and plans for our 
future mission. She is very much missed. 

It has taken time and effort by many people to get to grips with the 
working of our new building and meeting our tenants, making sure 
everything works that didn’t! 

During the lockdown the elders continued to keep in touch with the 
members by phone and were delighted to be joined by Maureen 
and Frances on the retirement of our long-standing elders Stella 
and Peter after the AGM 90 years between them. Can anyone beat 
that? 

We reopened for live services in our building in October and it has 
been good to meet up with our members again.  
We celebrated harvest with gifts to the Padley Centre. Leading up 
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to Christmas we held a gift service with donations to Padley again 
and to “Upbeat Communities”, a carol service, concluding with a 
service on Christmas Day. 

We have been socially distanced and masked and feel we have 
made every effort to keep everyone safe. 

Sadly, we lost 3 members, Jean Smith, Trevor Ford and Gill 
Rayner during the year, now at peace after a life well lived and 
we pay tribute for all they did for Central with thanksgiving. 

Our finance and property team changed due to the retirement of 
the Convenor, Robert, after many years of dedicated service.  
Likewise, our long serving Treasurers, Keith and Gwen, stood 
down, along with John.  At the AGM we presented them all with 
gifts as a thanks for all their long-time service and dedicated work 
on our behalf. 

We are very grateful to Sam for taking on the role of Treasurer, 
ably assisted by Allan Gibbs, a very competent and experienced 
bookkeeper. We also acknowledge the valued help given to us by 
the URC Treasurer Mr. Vaughan Griffiths and pastoral support of 
Revd Sue Powell. 

We have continued to give outreach gifts totalling over £4,200 to 
various charities in need. In 2020 we supported Umbrella and 
continued into the summer of 2021 when we voted for a new one: 
Headway. We have had a couple of Bacon Buttie coffee mornings, 
(raising a considerable sum) which have been enjoyed by 
members, friends and our tenants who generously supported us. 

Our Tuesday Tots restarted in July with a new leader, as Caroline 
had left to begin her ministerial training with the Church of England.  
Shelley Shepherd has settled in well and the numbers are 
increasing slowly and a happy core of parents/carers attend each 
week. 

Likewise, we restarted the 3Fs group in July.  Gwen had retired 
after 10 years of valued service and organisation.  It was not easy 
to pick up the reins and get to grips with all that had to be done.  
Helen also had retired, but the trainers are back with a new young 
lady full of fun.  Our clients are a happy cheerful group enjoying the 
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opportunity to renew friendships, exercise their bodies, their minds, 
and their tongues!  Lunch is served by our lovely volunteers, 
following all the recommended Government guidelines. 

A wonderful occasion in August was The First Wedding in 
Stuart House.  Judith conducted the marriage of Sam and 
Dave – fortunately at a time when lockdown was suspended 
so we had a full church for a super-happy, and truly beautiful, 
occasion.

 

Monday Fellowship has resumed and we have had some 
interesting afternoons sharing our experiences; hoping for outside 
speakers in 2022. 

The Guides are back on Monday evenings and seem to be going 
well with our support, meanwhile the Boys’ Brigade is continuing, 
with “BB at Home for a while, with a re-launch planned for the 
Summer. 

We have had a series of Advent Bible Studies led by Jim on 
Tuesday evenings and Thursday mornings which have provoked 
much interesting discussion! Thank you, Jim. 

Central Theatre Musical Company have resumed using our hall 
for rehearsals of their forthcoming production, and Derby Street 
Pastors use their ‘nest’ on the third floor before launching out onto 
the streets on Friday and Saturday nights. 

We welcomed Matty into membership and our remade website 
has introduced others to come and find us.  
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At last, the end is in sight and we should have signs up outside our 
building in 2022, thanks to agreement at last from Derby City 
Council: rejoice! 

I would like to pay a very heartfelt thanks to all those many people, 
both paid and unpaid who have conscientiously helped us in so 
many ways to keep Central's life and work up and running.  Your 
task has not been easy, but we are a congregation who believe in 
team work and proved we can do it.  For example, Jean May has 
offered to take on the Flower Rota.  She will buy flowers and 
arrange them if you can’t – or prefer not to – do so.  Thank you, 
Jean! 

We continue to worship and pray together for our members and 
those in our community we aim to serve and show the love of God 
in action. 

May God continue to be with us all and guide us is the path ahead 
believing he has great things for us to do. 

Christine 

Have we finished reorganising now? 
I hope so – here are some words from an expert; you may 
recognise what he’s saying. 

“We trained very hard, but it seemed that every time we were 
beginning to form into teams we would be reorganised.  I was to 
learn later in life that we tend to meet any new situation by 
reorganising, and a wonderful method it can be for creating the 
illusion of progress while producing confusion, inefficiency and 
demoralisation.” 

(Petronius, AD66) 

Now we can get on with the important task – of continuing to 
learn how to “be church” in our new location! 
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Get well, Rob! 
Rob, our Duty Manager, is at present on leave, recuperating 
from a recent operation.  We’re missing you, Rob! 

Fund raising update 
Since our last magazine, we have several updates for you. 

Our first Pots collection for Headway realised £112.15, which 
added to the coffee morning now means the total this year so 
far is over £400.00 

Next Bacon Buttie coffee morning for Headway, will be on 18th 
February. Always a good morning. 

Both the Padley Centre and the Upbeat Communities were 
very grateful for our Christmas gifts. 

Reminder: The collection for the Welcome Boxes, (Upbeat 
Communities) will continue through this year. A box at the 
back of church is available for you to bring in items weekly. 

They require 

Shampoo (men’s and women’s) Conditioner Shower 
gel (men’s and women’s) 

Toothpaste Toothbrush (Individually wrapped) Deodorant 
(men’s and women’s) 

Sanitary Pads  Shaving foam   Hand Cream   Lip Salve 

Hats  Gloves  Socks 

Teabags  Chocolates 

Notepad  Pens  Colouring pencils 

Superdrug are collecting blister packs from medication. This is 
part of a Marie Curie fund raising initiative. 

Friday coffee mornings’ donations still go to Christian Aid. 

Please speak to one of the committee---Jackie, Stella or Cathy 
if you are aware of other needs within our community. 

Social Responsibility Group. 
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For all the saints…  
our old stained glass is “Green”¶ 

When we were preparing to leave Victoria House, we discussed 
the possible salvage of the stained glass windows.  After 
receiving an estimate of £18,000 for their removal and 
preservation we decided sadly that it would have 
been irresponsible to spend that much, either for 
later sale or some other unspecified use… 
especially as it could have turned out that in 
the end we couldn’t sell or otherwise reuse 
them! 

So we had to leave the large windows in the 
church and the ‘Calvin’ and ‘Knox’ windows in 
the Memorial Chapel to the tender mercies of 
the demolition contractors.    And that, we 
sadly believed, was that… until late in 
November 2021. 

I just happened to be in Reception one afternoon 
when the phone rang with an enquiry about these windows.   
 
It turned out that the contractors had themselves engaged their 
own professionals who had removed the windows and in due 
time sold them to an Architectural Salvage company: LASSCO 
Three Pigeons, based in an Oxfordshire village. 

The gentleman who called was gathering information about 
them so that in time he could add them to his catalogue.  By 
the time you read this they may well be up for sale.  If you 
would like to look at this interesting company you can find their 
website at www.lassco.co.uk. 

Meantime, it’s good to hear that sometime our old glass may be 
gracing some other church building. 

Jim Gould  

¶ (That is – recycled!) 

http://www.lassco.co.uk/
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Innate Sinfulness 
How about this for getting you going? 

The French philosopher, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, once wrote, ‘There 

is no original perversity in the human heart. There is not a single vice 

to be found in it of which it cannot be said how and whence it 

entered.’ So optimistic an assessment of the human condition, it was 

enough to get the book burnt and the author arrested. The thought that 

original sin still remains an issue and, in an age of secularism, the idea 

is an anachronism. Yet it retains the power to shock. 

Katharine Birbalsingh, a head teacher in northwest London, has 

recently claimed that children are born bad. ‘Original sin,’ she said. 

‘Children need to be taught right from wrong, shun and then 

habituated into choosing good over evil.  That requires love and 

constant correction from all the adults in their lives over years. Moral 

formation is a good thing.’ 

A storm of protest was initiated by those who disliked her views. A 

peer in the House of Lords insisted that ‘no child is born hating 

others, racist or evil. These things are taught or learned by example’. 

But Ms Birbalsingh deserves credit for initiating an important debate. 

Regardless of any theological opinions, there is much in what she 

says, so that even science can agree with. The 17th century thinker, 

Thomas Hobbes, maintained that humanity was ‘nasty, brutish and 

short’, while Rousseau invented the myth of the ‘noble savage’. 

Hobbes was supposedly right, Rousseau supposedly wrong. 

It's not just religious doctrine. Even scientists today note the 

imperfectability of human nature.  The violence incited in recent wars 

over several years reveal the urgency of keeping aggression and 

hatred in check.  Human beings need not only to be taught the good 

but to have their impulses restrained.  Ms Birbalsingh's views may be 

unfashionable in her stress on sin, but many folk will recognise that 

she may be right.) 

What do you think? 

Keep joyful, 

Geoffrey Dunstan. 
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Christmas 2021 at Central – a reflection. 

What a difference a year makes!  

Christmas at Central in 2020 had to be relatively 
minimalist because of the prevailing restrictions, so it 
was wonderful to see the church in December 2021 
so beautifully decorated for the first time in the new 
surroundings. The tree, windowsills, Advent wreath, 
even the back of the piano and of course the lovely 
nativity figures, enhanced the festive atmosphere 

and provided the backdrop to the nativity and carol services. It 
was also good to see the nativity display in the main entrance 
to the building.   

Over the years I can remember several Nativity services of 
note, including ones containing the Shrek ‘Donkey’ puppet, 
which tended to steal the show, Gill Barling in a cow costume 
and one with a male Mary and female Joseph. I can report that 
the 2021 ‘Do it yourself Nativity’ followed in the usual 
entertaining tradition. For the first time we had a masked 
Nativity, given a further pantomime air by the story in rhyme, a 
female king and some over-acting by the shepherds. How we 
will follow that in 2022, if unrestricted, l don't know. 
 

 

Carols round the tree in the hall and the carol service were also 
very enjoyable, there was an interesting Advent bible study, 
and organisations seem to have had parties. Whatever 2022 
brings, thanks to everyone for helping to make 2021 a success. 

Maureen 
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A challenging but rewarding six 
months at 3Fs. 

During lockdown a small group of people had 
maintained regular contact with the existing 

members of the 3Fs with regular phone calls.  In fact, one of 
our members said we were the only group she belonged to 
who had bothered to keep in touch. 

Towards the end of lockdown, Gwen informed us that she 
would be ending her involvement with the Wednesday 3Fs 
group, after 10 years.  We were faced with the daunting 
prospect of following in her footsteps and trying to make sure 
that a very successful project could continue to exist. 

God moves in a powerful way: Ann agreed to take charge of 
the money side of things, Sylvia Moorcroft, one of the 3Fs 
members, took on the admin side of contact with members 
and issuing new and Covid-friendly documentation.  Fiona who 
led the yoga was still with us and we made contact with Sarah 
from Let’s get Active.  Jody who is now our regular trainer is 
young, bubbly and charming. 

And so…in mid-July we had our first 3Fs since lockdown with 
coffee and an hour’s exercise. Only members with their own 
transport could return. 

This continued till September when we felt able to return to 
offering lunches. Our sandwich man was still around; cakes 
could still be bought. Our new kitchen was waiting to be used. 
Sadly, we have been unable to offer our usual monthly hot 
lunch due to Jackie’s ill health. 

Our numbers have picked up slowly. New faces have appeared 
and old friendships have been rekindled. Sadly, a number of 
longstanding and loved members have died during this time. 
They are badly missed. 

Our prayers were answered again in November when Linda 
applied to volunteer with us.  
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She is not only tireless but young, certainly in comparison 
with the rest of us. The kitchen remains a busy, happy place. 

In December, RVS returned with transport and 5 patient 
members were able to return.  

The committee has been reconvened.  Team work has been 
vital and Central members and members of the group itself 
have worked very hard to build up a new pattern of working. 

We hope Gwen will be pleased to see her hard work not only 
continuing but thriving. 

New members are always welcome. Please phone Christine on 
07866 929376 for more information. 

Cathy 

Never forget. 
We’re a bit short of young people just now, but it’s 
just as well to bear in mind… 

Twelve random things we wouldn’t ever know 
without Junior Church 

1. With your eyes closed for prayer, anything can happen in 
a room full of toddlers.  

2. Prayer requests reveal a lot about parents.  
3. A fire extinguisher is a handy device.  
4. Cheap glue adheres to skin.  
5. Grand pianos are not as durable as you might think.  
6. Offering money always rolls to the other side of the room 

when dropped.  
7. Ushers do not have a sense of humour.  
8. Church maintenance men do not have a sense of humour.  
9. There IS a doggie Heaven.  
10. Parachute games should not be used in a room with 

a chandelier.  
11. Fizzy drinks and action-songs do not mix.  
12. Crumbly biscuits CAN be sneezed out of the nose.  
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Feeling dim… 
(Sue Powell pinched this from Kes Grant) 

When a flashlight grows dim or quits 
working, do you just throw it away?  

Of course not. You change the batteries.  

When a person messes up or finds themselves  
in a dark place, do you cast them aside? Of course not!  
You help them change their batteries.  

Some need AA…. attention and affection;  

some need AAA.. attention, affection, and acceptance;  

some need C.... compassion;  

some need D.. direction.  

And if they still don't seem to shine... simply sit with them 
quietly and share your light. 

Church Directory 
We have now produced an updated Church Family Directory.  
Copies are available at church, but if you would like a copy sent 
or delivered to you, please let Christine know. 

We would appreciate a donation of 50 pence, please. 

Central Magazine 
We hope you enjoy this edition of the Central Magazine.  How 
about sending me something for the April/May edition – it’s the 
Easter one.  

We’ve included a donation envelope and hope you can send us 
something toward the cost of printing.  A big thank you to 
everyone who is already doing so! 

Christine 

https://www.facebook.com/revkes?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXTuKUUh9aexQbmnJx6eJRImcjzcSEdZowV6Sehof5ky-va2bCIPq4q_PPEDI4cAAwkeJg-V_Bnye9eNx5EW-r0LG4hINO-AK_zEUS-fSH9pTm4NAXp_CJyqao7cpEGosE&__tn__=-%5dK-R


Page 15 

Those of us who follow the church’s Facebook page  
( @derbycentralurc ) enjoy hymns/poems written by Sam.  
Here’s one which we sang recently at a Sunday service. 
 

Witness 
 
(Chorus) 
Breathe life into our witness 
Guide us in ways that share your message 
Rescue with your forgiveness 
And hold us safe in your love 

 
Remind us we are cherished 
Revive our very souls 
Restore us in your image 
Redeem us, make whole 
(Chorus) 
 
Renew your gospel in us 
Refresh our lives again 
Rekindle your flame in us 
Reclothe us in your name 
(Chorus) 
 
Rebalance how we worship 
Repeat your word to us 
Rejoicing in communion 
Reveal hope in your love 
(Chorus) 
 
You love without condition 
You love us without fear 
Your love is never ending 
Your mercy draws us near 
(Chorus) 

SamG 2nd January 2022 
 
Can be sung to the tune of "Go tell it on the mountain" 
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… and contributions for the Weekly Notice Sheet should be 
sent to Jim Gould on jim@cathyjim.uk, or by phone on 
07986 827594.  Deadline Friday lunchtime, please! 

 

Central United Reformed Church 

Stuart House, Green Lane, 

Derby DE1 1RS 

Telephone: 01332 346627 
Website: www.derbycentralurc.net;   

Facebook: @derbycentralurc 

 

Secretary: Mrs Christine Fielding 01332 514631 

Treasurer: Mr Sam Goodman 07779 032979 

Safeguarding Officers {Mrs Maureen Hinchliffe 01332 671336} 
 {Mr Peter Allen 01332 556044} 

Room Bookings Duty Managers 01332 346627 
 …or via “enquiries” on our website 

A large print magazine is available on request. 

NEW!  Back Copies of the Magazine can be found on the website! 

 

 

 

Central United Reformed Church is the working name for  
Central, Derby, United Reformed Church Charity – Registration Number 1130551 

The April/May Magazine will be available in late March.  
Please send material (be creative!) to arrive no later than 
Sunday 13th March to Christine Fielding care of the 
church, or by email to c.fielding@talktalk.net  

 

mailto:jim@cathyjim.uk
http://www.derbycentralurc.net/
mailto:c.fielding@talktalk.net

