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Stories for the Sake of Argument is a new collection of 24 tales designed to provoke disagreements 

about Israel. Written by two leading innovators in Jewish and Israel education, this work harnesses the 

educational potential that arguments can have when our passion and emotions are channelled 

appropriately. The aim is to teach readers more about themselves, each other, and the world at large. 

The stories address various controversial issues such as religious freedoms, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, identity politics, and more. Each narrative pits different values against each other and is 
accompanied by guiding questions and background context. Friends, families, campers, or students can 
read the stories out loud together and are then guided to discuss them.  

The co-authors believe that true growth happens when we grapple with different opinions and 
perspectives, however uncomfortable that might be. “Our goal is not to get our readers to agree on a 
right or wrong answer, but to discover that often there is more than one legitimate, moral, and values-
based way of seeing the world,” says co-author Abi Dauber Sterne. 

The book is at the heart of a new venture called For the Sake of Argument that runs training workshops on 
leading healthy arguments for a healthier world (see www.forthesakeofargument.org). Stories for the 
Sake of Argument is published by FSA Publications in cooperation with Makom, a project of The 
Jewish Agency for Israel. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

Abigail Dauber Sterne has worked as an educator and organizational leader for more than 20 
years. Throughout her career, her focus has been on deepening people’s Jewish experiences, 
while also promoting a deep pluralism amongst those who live in community together. She has 
worked with members of clergy, students, educators, and organizational leaders around the 
world. She has spoken at many international conferences, and contributes opinion pieces to 
several online and print publications. She holds a BA and MA from The University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Robbie Gringras is a British-born Israeli writer, performer, and educator. A graduate of 
Oxford University, he developed a career both as a playwright and performer, and as an 
educational innovator. His theater work has played on London’s West End, and in theaters 
throughout Europe, North America, Mexico, Hong Kong, Australasia, and Israel. As an 
educator he writes curricula and articles, and trains educators across the world to emphasize 
how complexity and conflict can be a source of growth. 
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“At a time when democracies are unraveling and fellow citizens increasingly perceive each other as 
enemies, this book is a gift.” 

– Yossi Klein Halevi 
 Senior fellow, Shalom Hartman Institute and 
 author, Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor 

 
 
"Everyone tells us to learn from one another, but few teach us how to do it. Stories gives us the stories, 
the questions — the tools we need — to get our own point across and to listen to the other.  A vital 
contribution to a confused world."  

– Rabbi David Wolpe 
Author and Senior Rabbi at Sinai Temple, LA 

 

 
"The creative handicraft of two master educators who help shape more dignified, enduring, respectful 

and meaningful conversations across differences. Stories for the Sake of Argument has an important place in 
homes, classrooms, boardrooms and libraries the world over."  
 

– Dr. Erica Brown  
Author and Yeshiva University’s Director of 

Sacks-Herenstein Center for Values and Leadership 
 
 
"Let’s be real: we live in a world where an ideological dispute can tear close friends and family apart.  We 
shout. We block. And thus, we become more polarized. Stories for the Sake of Argument changes this 
paradigm by helping reframe disagreement as something healthy and necessary for learning, growth, and 
a better world. I love this book and think people of all ages and walks of life should read it."  
 

– Sarah Tuttle Singer 
Author of Jerusalem Drawn and Quartered and the 
New Media Editor at Times of Israel 
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