
I Am: Week 5, May 15, 2022 

John 10:11-18 

Throughout John’s gospel Jesus makes bold claims about himself. Seven times he says “I am ____.” This 

week we will consider the statement “I am the good shepherd” recorded twice in John 10:11 and John 

10:14. Repetition is important in scripture. When something is said multiple times we should take notice. 

In our passage today, Jesus makes five references to laying down his life for his sheep. This is the 

centerpiece of what makes Jesus our good shepherd. In the face of all the dangers and threats that the 

forces of darkness can and do send against us, Jesus does not run away. Instead, he puts himself 

between the threat and his sheep, even to the point of laying down his life. He does not do this because 

he has to. He does it because he wants to. Why? Are we sheep really that valuable? There are lots of us 

in a flock. Wouldn’t it be safer to just let the enemy take a few weaker ones and be satisfied with the 

remainder? Someone hired for the job might think like that or they might even run away in self-

preservation when a threat comes. But the loving owner of the sheep approaches the task of shepherding 

differently. These are his prized possessions. It is unthinkable to him that any should be lost. Even if one 

wanders away, the owner would leave the ninety-nine and search high and low for that one lost sheep. 

And when it is found, he would throw a party. Jesus is the good shepherd. He lays down his life for his 

sheep. 

 

Getting into the Text: 
 

(John 10:11-18) 

 What distinguishes the good shepherd from the hired hand? What is the reason for the good 

shepherd’s care and concern for his sheep? How does this make you feel, knowing that Jesus is 

the good shepherd and you are one of his sheep? 

 Notice the five times that Jesus makes reference to laying down his life for the sheep. What do 

you think it means in verses 17-18 that Jesus will ‘take it up again’? Why is it important for both 

the earliest readers of John’s gospel and readers today to know that Jesus was not overcome by 

his adversaries when he was crucified but rather that he laid down his life voluntarily? 

 Many interpreters believe the ‘other sheep’ of verse 16 are the Gentile (non-Jewish) people who 

would later believe in Jesus after his death and resurrection. (See also Ephesians 2:11-18.) If that 

is correct, then Jesus is talking here about those of us who are non-Jewish. What does it mean to 

you today that Jesus had you in mind while he was having this conversation with the Jewish 

authorities long ago? 

 

(Luke 15:1-7, Ezekiel 34:11-16)  

 What common themes do you observe in these two passages? Do you live your life as though 

God is actively looking out for you, caring for you, and pursuing you when you wander away? Or 

do you think of God as someone who sits passively waiting for you to seek him out as the solution 

for your greatest needs? 

 

Application: 
 

Meditate on Psalm 100:3, John 10:11, and Psalm 23. God wants us to worship him as our good 

shepherd. He is the one who leads us, feeds us, protects us, and pursues us when we go astray. Our job 

is to listen for his voice and follow him as sheep who know that they are incredibly loved. What next step 

do you need to take to follow well this week? 


