




























Canonically Resident Clergy

Last Name First Name Date Deacon Date Priest Canonical Date Bishop

Chace Alston 06/08/1957 01/04/1958 06/08/1957 Hatch

Dean Gordon 06/25/1961 01/05/1962 01/15/1963 Hatch

Finkenstaedt Harry 05/30/1953 01/06/1954 02/01/1963 Hatch

Gray David 12/15/1956 12/01/1954 09/24/1963 Hatch

Walters Robert 06/11/1960 12/17/1960 09/28/1965 Hatch

Hall Benjamin 06/13/1964 12/12/1964 05/06/1966 Hatch

Ramsey Henry 06/25/1966 12/21/1966 11/18/1966 Hatch

Byers William 06/02/1966 12/21/1966 11/23/1966 Hatch

Chamberlain Donald 06/22/1967 12/24/1967 06/22/1967 Hatch

Woolley Stanley 04/27/1963 11/02/1963 09/30/1968 Hatch

Clarke Richard 06/28/1960 12/29/1960 10/10/1970 Hatch

Goranson Paul 06/14/1974 01/25/1975 06/14/1974 Stewart

Evans Theodore 06/23/1961 04/29/1962 09/12/1974 Stewart

Johnson Sanford 09/18/1975 04/09/1976 09/18/1975 Stewart

Elvin Peter 06/16/1973 01/05/1974 02/01/1976 Stewart

Crampton Susan 06/18/1977 02/04/1978 06/18/1977 Stewart

Scruton Gordon 06/05/1971 01/30/1972 11/07/1977 Stewart

Knapp Clayton 06/05/1971 12/04/1971 02/01/1979 Stewart

Cowan Leonard 06/01/1979 01/05/1980 06/01/1979 Stewart

Ginn Robert 06/14/1980 02/28/1981 06/14/1980 Stewart

Anderson Ralph 06/20/1981 06/20/1981 Stewart

Campbell Kenneth 06/21/1969 05/26/1970 09/01/1981 Stewart

Carlisle Christopher 09/26/1981 03/26/1982 09/26/1981 Stewart

Aubrey Norman 10/09/1982 10/09/1982 Stewart

Bellows Carol 10/09/1982 10/09/1982 Stewart

Hicks Mary 10/09/1982 10/09/1982 Stewart

Sears Gwen 10/09/1982 10/09/1982 Stewart

Munroe James 06/15/1975 01/06/1976 09/01/1983 Stewart

Seabury Scott 09/18/1983 04/01/1984 09/18/1983 Stewart

Emrich Frederick 06/22/1968 05/24/1969 06/01/1987 Wissemann

Watts William 06/09/1976 06/12/1977 11/29/1987 Wissemann

Morrissette Paul 12/16/1987 12/16/1987 12/16/1987 Wissemann

Taylor Paul 06/22/1968 06/24/1969 02/15/1988 Wissemann

Senechal Roger 07/18/1984 12/02/1984 10/19/1988 Wissemann

Hobbs William 05/28/1984 12/23/1984 09/01/1989 Wissemann

Kitagawa Chisato 06/20/1964 01/01/1965 02/26/1993 Denig

Hatch Mark 03/06/1991 11/24/1991 03/01/1993 Denig

Porter Pamela 06/28/1986 01/17/1988 09/01/1993 Denig

Dunning Jane 06/08/1991 12/01/1991 11/27/1993 Denig

Zadig Alfred 04/08/1961 10/28/1961 12/02/1994 Denig

Place Donald 06/15/1977 01/14/1978 01/01/1996 Scruton

Cheney Milton 06/20/1961 12/23/1961 04/01/1996 Scruton

Craig James 06/13/1992 12/19/1992 09/01/1996 Scruton

Kingman Perry 06/11/1966 12/16/1966 09/01/1996 Scruton

Kingman Donna 10/18/1977 10/16/1996 Scruton

Bellows Richard 06/13/1992 12/19/1992 01/06/1998 Scruton
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Simpson Richard 06/12/1993 02/05/1994 02/01/1998 Scruton

Hooke Ruthanna 05/16/1998 01/30/1999 05/16/1999 Scruton

Albright Taylor 06/20/1998 12/19/1998 06/20/1998 Scruton

Schreiber Mary 05/30/1992 09/18/1983 08/01/1998 Scruton

White Kathryn 06/06/1992 01/16/1993 08/31/1998 Scruton

Stevens Arthur 06/06/1987 06/03/1988 05/05/1999 Scruton

Stevens Judith 06/11/1988 05/26/1989 05/05/1999 Scruton

King Edward 06/30/1979 06/28/1985 05/23/1999 Scruton

Moss Frank 06/20/1970 05/15/1971 11/18/1999 Scruton

Rockwell Cristine 04/01/1990 10/27/1990 12/29/1999 Scruton

Strong Nancy 06/11/1983 11/10/1984 03/21/2000 Scruton

Strong Daniel 06/05/1982 03/25/1983 07/01/2000 Scruton

Fowle Elizabeth 06/12/1993 02/02/1994 09/15/2000 Scruton

Bergmann William 06/09/1979 12/01/1979 03/26/2001 Scruton

Ward Meredyth 06/16/2001 12/15/2001 06/16/2001 Scruton

Venkatesh Catherine 06/20/1998 01/09/1999 07/10/2002 Scruton

McCue Michael 11/08/1980 01/01/1982 07/18/2002 Scruton

Ciannella J. Domenic 06/20/1998 01/16/1999 09/01/2002 Scruton

DeVine Michael 09/10/1977 01/06/1979 06/19/2003 Scruton

Gustafson Mary 06/09/2001 12/17/2002 03/15/2004 Scruton

Ryder Anne 06/22/1996 12/30/1996 03/17/2004 Scruton

Moss Eliot 06/19/2004 04/23/2005 06/19/2004 Scruton

Wood Ann 06/19/2004 06/19/2004 Scruton

Frederick Warren 12/01/1988 07/01/1989 09/01/2004 Scruton

Booth Stephen 03/25/1971 11/30/1971 01/25/2005 Scruton

Hicks Warren 06/14/2003 12/13/2003 07/23/2006 Scruton

Larson Donna 04/17/2004 10/31/2004 09/17/2006 Scruton

Murray William 06/15/2002 12/18/2002 10/16/2006 Scruton

Cronin Audrey 10/28/2006 10/28/2006 Scruton

Damrosch Thomas 06/10/1989 12/09/1989 02/15/2007 Scruton

Suriner Noreen 06/13/1976 03/12/1977 05/01/2007 Scruton

Goodwin Laura 06/02/2007 12/08/2007 06/02/2007 Scruton

Thrall Barbara 06/07/1986 12/14/1986 06/25/2007 Scruton

Ford Janice 12/29/2007 06/07/2008 12/29/2007 Scruton

Hills Frances 03/17/1992 03/04/1993 01/07/2008 Scruton

Bean Kevin 12/05/1981 06/24/1982 04/02/2008 Scruton

Munz Catherine 06/19/1993 07/02/1994 09/22/2008 Scruton

Long Betty 06/01/1985 06/14/1986 10/29/2008 Scruton

Griesbach Jane 12/13/2008 12/13/2008 Scruton

Stroud Nancy 06/04/2005 12/17/2005 09/25/2009 Scruton

Swarr Peter 06/25/2006 02/24/2007 10/11/2009 Scruton

Hall David 06/04/1977 03/02/1978 11/03/2009 Scruton

Cerrato John 12/21/1991 02/02/1993 12/18/2009 Scruton

Wallace Tanya 06/10/2000 12/16/2000 12/22/2009 Scruton

Rierdan Jill 04/10/2010 10/16/2010 04/10/2010 Scruton

Scherm Molly 06/03/1978 12/31/1978 08/18/2010 Scruton
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Jones Bennett 06/28/1986 01/12/1987 02/13/2011 Scruton

Fetz Derrick 05/13/2006 06/17/2007 04/01/2011 Scruton

Gregg Jennifer 06/09/2007 12/15/2007 04/17/2011 Scruton

Elley Eric 10/21/2000 06/03/2011 Scruton

Jones Carolyn 06/08/1985 06/09/1986 06/07/2011 Scruton

Abell Jesse 12/21/2006 09/09/2007 09/13/2011 Scruton

Green Elizabeth 06/07/2008 12/20/2008 09/13/2011 Scruton

Zink Jesse 12/17/2011 06/28/2012 12/17/2011 Scruton

Hill Harvey 12/20/2008 06/28/2009 02/07/2012 Scruton

Tuck Michael 07/04/2009 01/23/2010 10/02/2012 Scruton

Fisher Douglas 06/07/1997 11/03/2012 Scruton

Mott Pamela 06/08/1991 12/15/1991 08/27/2013 Fisher

Callard Thomas 04/10/2004 09/10/2004 10/03/2013 Fisher

Cooper Charlotte 06/14/1989 12/15/1989 11/08/2013 Fisher

Stubbs John Derek 05/07/1983 03/04/1984 11/13/2013 Fisher

Synan Thomas 03/18/2000 09/16/2000 11/13/2013 Fisher

Hurlbut Terence 11/16/2013 11/16/2013 Fisher

Kayigwa Beatrice 11/16/2013 11/16/2013 Fisher

Tillman Jane 12/14/2013 06/14/2014 12/14/2013 Fisher

O'Brien Charles 06/01/1958 10/01/1979 03/06/2014 Fisher

Warren George 06/05/1971 12/01/1971 06/13/2014 Fisher

Hooker John 06/13/1992 03/06/1993 08/08/2014 Fisher

Bogert‐Winkler Hilary 06/19/2009 01/16/2010 08/15/2014 Fisher

Perkins Patrick 06/06/2009 12/19/2009 08/25/2014 Fisher

Zimmermann Janet 06/20/2009 01/29/2010 09/25/2014 Fisher

Blais Heather 06/25/2011 12/17/2011 10/02/2014 Fisher

Bullitt‐Jonas Margaret 06/11/1988 06/17/1989 10/22/2014 Fisher

Freeman John Edgar 09/29/1999 06/20/2004 11/10/2014 Fisher

Dunn Syer Sarah 12/06/2014 10/03/2015 12/06/2014 Fisher

Reyes Perez Jose 12/06/2014 09/12/2015 12/06/2014 Fisher

Woessner David 12/06/2014 07/11/2015 12/06/2014 Fisher

Davis Fletcher 06/12/1961 12/16/1961 05/06/2015 Fisher

Dunbar Julia 06/12/2004 01/08/2005 05/29/2015 Fisher

Burger Timothy 12/21/2004 06/16/2005 09/15/2015 Fisher

Lisby Gregory 06/24/06 01/06/07 09/16/15 Fisher

Smith Samuel 06/20/09 02/04/10 10/15/15 Fisher

Curns Mary Frances 06/09/04 01/06/05 11/04/15 Fisher

True Jerry 6/1/1979 12/8/1979 12/4/2015 Fisher

Mahaffy Richard 5/28/2016 5/28/2016 Fisher

Signore Richard 6/4/1977 12/18/1977 6/8/2016 Fisher

DiBendetto Aileen 6/6/2015 1/30/2016 7/15/2016 Fisher

McCabe Chad 1/5/2014 9/14/2014 9/16/2016 Fisher

Rosendale Mary 6/13/2015 6/18/2016 9/16/2016 Fisher

Beebe Jane 12/10/2016 6/24/2017 12/10/2016 Fisher

Vogel‐Polizzi Virginia 12/10/2016 6/17/2017 12/10/2016 Fisher

Butcher Julie 6/10/2017 6/10/2017 Fisher
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Ix Victoria 6/10/2017 6/10/2017 Fisher

O'Connell Patricia 6/10/2017 6/10/2017 Fisher

Taupier Linda 6/10/2017 6/10/2017 Fisher

Washburn Elizabeth 6/10/2017 6/10/2017 Fisher

Toland Paula 6/22/2013 1/4/2014 6/20/2017 Fisher

Bullock Michael 4/26/1978 1/26/1979 9/18/2017 Fisher

Wade Libby 5/31/1998 1/9/1999 10/15/2017 Fisher
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Convention 2017 Clergy entitled to seat voice and vote

Last Name First Name Attend

Abell Jesse X

Albright Taylor X

Anderson Nathaniel X

Anderson Ralph

Aubrey Norman

Beebe Jane X

Bellows Richard X

Bergmann William X

Blais Heather X

Bogert‐Winkler Hilary

Bullitt‐Jonas Margaret

Butcher Julie X

Burger Timothy X

Callard Tom X

Carlisle Christopher

Chamberlain Donald

Ciannella Domenic

Cooper Cricket

Craig James

Cronin Audrey

Curns Mary Frances X

Damrosch Thomas X

Davis Fletcher

Dean Gordon

DeVine Michael X

DiBenedetto Aileen X

Dunbar Julia X

Dunning Jane

Elley Eric X

Elvin Peter

Evans Theodore

Fetz Derrick X

Fisher Douglas X

Ford Janice

Freeman John Edgar X

Ginn Robert

Goodwin Laura X

Goranson Paul

Green Elizabeth X

Gregg Jennifer X

Griesbach Jane X

Hatch Mark

Hicks Mary

Hill Harvey X

Hills Frances

Hobbs William X
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Convention 2017 Clergy entitled to seat voice and vote

Last Name First Name Attend

Hooker John

Hurlbut Terence X

Ix Victoria X

Johnson Sanford

Jones Bennett X

Jones Carolyn X

Karas Erik X

Kayigwa Beatrice

Kingman Donna

Kingman Perry

Kitagawa Chisato

Lisby Gregory

Marquis John

McCabe Chad X

Morrissette Paul

Moss Eliot X

Mott Pamela X

Munroe James

Munz Catherine X

Murray William X

O'Brien Charles

O'Connell Patricia X

Perkins Patrick X

Porter Pamela X

Reyes Jose

Rierdan Jill

Rockwell Cristine

Rosendale Mary

Safstrom Karen X

Scherm Molly X

Schreiber Mary

Seabury Scott

Sears Gwen

Signore Richard X

Simpson Rich X

Smith Sam X

Strong Daniel

Strong Nancy X

Stroud Nancy Webb X

Stubbs John X

Suriner Noreen X

Swarr Peter X

Synan Thomas X

Taupier Linda

Taylor Paul

Thrall Barbara
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Convention 2017 Clergy entitled to seat voice and vote

Last Name First Name Attend

Tillman Jane

Toland Paula X

True Jerry X

Tuck Michael X

Vogel‐Polizzi Virginia

Wallace Tanya X

Walters Robert

Ward Meredyth X

Warren George

Washburn Elizabeth X

White Kathryn

Woessner David X

Wood Ann X

Zimmerman Janet X

Total 58
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Convention 2017 Canonically Resident ‐ no vote per date of residency

Last Name First Name Attend

Bullock Michael X

Wade Libby X
Count 2

Bold = Registered



Convention 2017 Clergy with Voice and NO Vote Page 1

Last Name First Name Attend

Bean Kevin

Bellows Carol

Booth Stephen

Byers William

Campbell Kenneth

Cerrato John

Chace Alston

Cheney Milton

Clarke Richard

Crampton Susan

Emrich Frederick

Finkenstaedt Harry

Fowle Elizabeth

Frederick Warren

Gustafson Mary

Hall Benjamin

Hall David

Hooke Ruthanna

King Edward

Knapp Clayton

Larson Donna

Long Betty

Mahaffy Richard

McCue Michael

Moss Frank

Place Donald

Ramsey Henry

Ryder Anne

Scruton Gordon

Senechal Roger

Stevens Arthur

Stevens Judith

Syer Sarah

Venkatesh Catherine

Vidmar Mary

Watts William

Woolley Stanley

Zadig Alfred

Zink Jesse
Count 0

Bold = Registered



Convention 2017 Non Canonically Resident Clergy with Seat, Voice and NO VOTE

Last Name First Name Attend

Britt Marc

Buote‐Greig Eletha X

Chenet Michael X

Clark Judith

Cobden Edward

Collier Daniel

Corrigan Michael

Crocker Ronald X

Duncan Bruce

Egerstrom Marisa X

Farnes Joseph

Harkins James

Harris Edward

Howard Francis

Loutrel William

Miner Robert

Pace Joseph

Peet Donald

Prevost Edward

Ramsey‐Musolf Michael

Sage Paula X

Schaeffer Susan

Sheehan Marguerite

Stair Adrian

Summers Charles

Thornton Norman

Walters Jennifer

Webster Warren

White Stephen

Wilburn Randall

Zelley Walton

Count 5

Bold = Registered



Convention 2017 Seminarians with, Voice and NO VOTE

Last Name First Name Attend

Burns Jason X

Scannell Ann
Count 1

Bold = Registered



Convention 2017 Lay Delegate and Alternates Page 1

Parish Name City Last Name: First Name: Attend

St. David's Agawam Glista Kathy x

St. David's Agawam Joubert Jo

St. David's Agawam Miller Penny x

Grace Episcopal Amherst Gnatek Gail x

Grace Episcopal Amherst Mattrey Jack x

Grace Episcopal Amherst Mix Barrington Jessica x

Grace Episcopal Amherst Wilburn Emma x

St. John's Ashfield Bruffee David x

St. John's Ashfield Craft Susan x

St. John's Athol Hobbs Shirley x

St. John's Athol Miller Judy x

St. Thomas Auburn Lindstrom David x

Trinity Chicopee Reynolds Carol x

Trinity Chicopee Spinks Cheryl x

Good Shepherd Clinton Ross Peter x

Good Shepherd Clinton Ross Rachel

Good Shepherd Clinton Stone Eric x

Good Shepherd Clinton Stone Sarah x

St. Mark's East Longmeadow Tapper Doreen x

St. Philip's Easthampton Bianca Joseph x

Christ Church Fitchburg Buscemi Tina x

Christ Church Fitchburg Mylott Dan x

Christ Church Fitchburg Poladian Gregory x

St. Paul's Gardner Brown Conrad x

St. Paul's Gardner Meunier Denis x

Grace Southern Berkshires Great Barrington Anderson Delinda x

Grace Southern Berkshires Great Barrington Cheek John x

Grace Southern Berkshires Great Barrington Cheek Lee x

Grace Southern Berkshires Great Barrington Gore Jr Richard x

Saints James and Andrew Greenfield Keitel Elizabeth x

Saints James and Andrew Greenfield Kurkulonis Di x

Saints James and Andrew Greenfield Mareneck Susan x

Saints James and Andrew Greenfield Pyfrom Joan x
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St. Francis' Holden Delorme Richard x

St. Francis' Holden Gemborys Brian x

St. Francis' Holden Rooke Dawn x

St. Paul's Holyoke Cabibbo Lisa x

St. Paul's Holyoke Lucier Deborah x

St. Paul's Holyoke Valentine Cindy x

St. Luke's Lanesboro Allen Sally x

St. Luke's Lanesboro Newton Darlene x

St. Helena's Lenox Clark Brenda x

St. Helena's Lenox Clark David x

Trinity Lenox Barton Kate

Trinity Lenox Burke Richard x

Trinity Lenox Heim Matt x

Trinity Lenox Pott Noah x

St. Mark's Leominster Curll Sue x

St. Mark's Leominster Gammell Sara x

St. Mark's Leominster Hansen Ron x

St. Andrew's Longmeadow Hawthorne Rowland x

St. Andrew's Longmeadow Wheeler Wende x

St. Andrew's Longmeadow Young Michael x

Trinity Milford Ellis John x

Trinity Milford Starkis Ginny x

Trinity Milford Stochaj Wayne x

St. John's Millville Shaw Ellen x

All Saints' of the Berkshires North Adams Blair Robert x

All Saints' of the Berkshires North Adams Davis Susan x

All Saints' of the Berkshires North Adams LaValley Kaitlin x

All Saints' of the Berkshires North Adams Wiggers Grace x

Christ Memorial North Brookfield Chilton Lynda x

Christ Memorial North Brookfield Martin Mary x

St. John's Northampton Denham Christopher x

St. John's Northampton Hakkarainen Jennie x

St. John's Northampton Phelps William x
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St. John's Northampton Roy Susan x

Nativity Northborough Emery Karen x

Nativity Northborough Kimball Nancy x

Nativity Northborough Strom Barbara x

Grace Oxford Blodgett Elizabeth x

Grace Oxford Conley Stephanie x

St. Stephen's Pittsfield Dillon Thomas x

St. Stephen's Pittsfield Ellis Josie x

St. Stephen's Pittsfield Furcinite‐Reynolds Christine x

Christ Church Rochdale Menzigian Mary x

Christ Church Rochdale Post Karis x

Christ Trinity Sheffield Bellinger John x

Christ Trinity Sheffield Pease Cynthia x

Trinity Shrewsbury Foster Catherine x

Trinity Shrewsbury Kalb Jeffrey x

Trinity Shrewsbury Tyndall John x

All Saints' South Hadley Plum Catherine x

All Saints' South Hadley Sherwood Sonja x

All Saints' South Hadley Williams Laura x

Holy Trinity Southbridge Brumskine Lorraine x

Holy Trinity Southbridge Grant John x

Southwick Community Southwick McCarthy Cheryl x

Southwick Community Southwick Welch Gladys x

Christ Church Cathedral Springfield Barten Donna x

Christ Church Cathedral Springfield Haggerty Cozette x

Christ Church Cathedral Springfield MacMunn Samuel x

Christ Church Cathedral Springfield Stewart Laurel x

St. Peter's Church Springfield Hutchinson Heather x

St. Paul's Stockbridge Nicholas Jackie x

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church Sutton & North Grafton Davis Cyndi x

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church Sutton & North Grafton Hines Deborah Harmon x

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church Sutton & North Grafton Howlett Paulette x

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church Sutton & North Grafton Worden Marialyce x
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Trinity Ware Chagnon Matthew x

Trinity Ware Estabrook Glennis x

Trinity Ware Scott Brian x

Reconciliation Webster Crosby Karen x

Reconciliation Webster Rogers Mark x

Reconciliation Webster Rogers Stacey x

St. Stephen's Westborough Davis Marquis x

St. Stephen's Westborough Kite Peter x

St. Stephen's Westborough Mitchell Meta x

Atonement Westfield Bruno Deborah x

Atonement Westfield Dashiell David x

Atonement Westfield Stroud William x

Atonement Westfield Walsh Lindsay x

Epiphany Wilbraham Kimball Donna x

Epiphany Wilbraham Lewis Stephen x

St. John's Williamstown Ellet Claudia x

St. John's Williamstown Montgomery Eleanor x

St. John's Williamstown Sanger Margot x

All Saints Worcester Baldwin Beth x

All Saints Worcester Okerlund David x

All Saints Worcester Shropshire Robin x

St. Luke's Worcester Cole Gordon x

St. Luke's Worcester O'Reilly Linda

St. Luke's Worcester Strzalkowski Sharon x

St. Matthew's Worcester Goodwin Catherine x

St. Matthew's Worcester PIscitelli Wendy x

St. Matthew's Worcester Rossi Kimberly x

St. Michael's Church Worcester Cox Caro x

St. Michael's Church Worcester Cox John x
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EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 

MINUTES OF THE 116TH ANNUAL MEETING OF DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
 

Springfield Marriot, 2 Boland Way, Springfield, MA 
Saturday, October 28, 2017 

 
7:30 AM – REGISTRATION and EXHIBIT AREA OPEN 

 
8:00 AM TRANSPORTATION TO CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

 

8:30 AM CONVENTION EUCHARIST 

The Rev. Tom Callard was Homilist, and The Rt. Rev. Douglas J. Fisher was the Celebrant at the Convention 
Eucharist, which was held at Christ Church Cathedral, Springfield. The annual United Thank Offering ingathering 
and Blessing of the Prayer Shawls was performed during this worship. The Eucharist Offering was split between 
the Diocese’s Worcester African Ministry and Episcopal Relief and Development’s Hurricane Relief Fund. 

 
9:30 AM – TRANSPORTATION TO MARRIOTT / BREAKFAST AND REGISTRATION AT MARRIOTT 

 
10:30 AM – 116

TH
 CONVENTION CALLED TO ORDER 

Convention Chaplains, The Rev. John Edgar Freeman and Dr. Deborah Harmon Hines, offered the opening hymn 
and prayer. The 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by 

The Rt. Rev. Douglas J. Fisher. Bishop Fisher introduced a special guest speaker, a video offering greetings to our 
Convention from The Most Rev. Michael Curry. Bishop Fisher then introduced those seated at the table with him: 
Ms. Barbara Groves, Chair, Dispatch Business; Mr. Don Robinson, Convention Parliamentarian; and Mr. Don 
Allison, Diocesan Chancellor.  

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DISPATCH OF BUSINESS 

Ms. Barbara Groves, Chair, Dispatch of Business, introduced the Special Guests of Convention: The Rev. Daryl 
Lobban, Massachusetts Council of Churches; Rabbi Mark Dov Shapiro, Rabbi in Residence, Christ Church 
Cathedral, Springfield; the Respected Wissam Abdul-Baki, Imam, Islamic Society of Western Massachusetts; 
and the Rev. Dr. Jim Antal, Conference Minster and President, Massachusetts Conference United Church of 
Christ.  

 
Special Orders to be presented Live 

 Combined Parishes 

 Ecumenical and Interfaith Partners 
Special Orders – Video Reports 

 Emerging churches better together 

 African Missioner reaching out to Anglicans in Worcester 

 “Thursday Café” offers community for homeless in Worcester 

 MDI Grant helps three ways in Williamstown 

 Refugees find home in WMA 

 “unCommon Ground”  

 Revival 2018 

 Pastoral Care for LGBTQ Seekers 

 Exactly what is the Standing Committee? 

 Camping Out in Pittsfield 

 Epic Fails in Ministry 
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Ms. Groves announced Committees appointed prior to Convention. Please see Section 1 for a complete 

listing of Committees. 

 
ANNOUNCE TIME OF DELIVERY OF BI SHOP’S ANNUAL ADDRESS  

Ms. Groves announced that the Bishop’s Address to Convention would be delivered at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 T REASURER’ S REPORT  
Ms. Barbara Groves called on Mr. Wayne Gass, Treasurer, and Mr. Steven P. Abdow, Assistant Treasurer for their 
report. Convention Secretary, The Rev. Mac Murray read the following note from Mr. Gass: 
 
Wayne Gass from All Saint’s, South Hadley is the Volunteer Treasurer of the Diocese. Wayne was unable to be 
here this morning because of a family commitment, but he asked me to extend his regrets and to be sure that 
those of you who are new to Convention are aware of the organization structures that are in place to oversee the 
financial activities of our Diocese. 
“The responsibility for financial operation of our Diocese rests with the Diocesan Council. In order to assist them 
with this responsibility, Council appoints 9 individuals from parishes in the Diocese to act as its Budget and 
Financial Planning Committee. It is a sub- committee of the Council that meets periodically (usually 6 times per 
year) to review financial activities, advise the Assistant Treasurer and make recommendations to Council 
including a recommended operating budget for the coming year. The present chair of this committee is Kitty 
Doherty from Grace Church in Amherst. 
In addition to the Budget and Financial Planning Committee, Council appoints each year an Audit Committee that, 
with the assistance of a professional and independent auditing company, audits the financial statements of our 
Diocese and the procedures of the accounting office. 
Last year Council created a new, 6 member Real Estate Advisory Committee, all from parishes in the Diocese. The 
purpose of this sub-committee is to advise Council on real property owned by the Diocese. Since being formed, 
this sub-committee has overseen the sale of 5 properties (Otis, Dalton, West Springfield, Palmer, and St. James 
Ave. in Springfield), one sale is pending (Oakland Street in Springfield) and 4 others (Pittsfield, Turner Falls, 
Chicopee and North Grafton) are on the market or in the process of being sold. 
The net returns from sales after expenses go either to the merged parishes or are put into a special fund for 
supporting existing and new ministries of the Diocese. 
I want to express my thanks to Kitty Doherty and her Budget and Financial Planning committee and to the 
members of the Real Estate Advisory Committee for all of their efforts on behalf of our Diocese, and especially to 
Steve Abdow, our Assistant Treasurer, who with his staff, really does all of the financial work for our Diocese. 
And now our Assistant Treasurer, Steve Abdow, will present the Treasurer’s Report for 2016.” 

 
Mr. Abdow noted that the detailed version of the Treasurer’s Report is available on the Convention website. 
Audited financial statements for 2016 have been completed. Net assets at year-end were $31M. All Audit Reports 
and Journal Convention Reports are available on the Diocesan website. All Congregations of the diocese are in 
100% compliance with the Diocesan Council required audit steps. Revenues for 2016 were within one-tenth of 
one percent of projection. Sources of revenue continue to be derived from invested funds (52%) and 
congregations (42%) with the remainder coming from miscellaneous fees, donations and support from the 
Bishop’s Discretionary Fund (6%). Mr. Abdow reviewed the trend in assessment income (2010 to 2016) and 
projections for 2017 and 2018, noting that our congregations continue to fulfill 100% of their agreed upon 
assessment, and that the Bishop and Diocesan Council are very grateful for this. The fund balance of the Diocesan 
invested funds increased over the last seven years, currently at about $28M. These funds are the result of gifts 
given to the Diocese in the past, and a reminder to all of us to make a planned gift to our home parish. Expenses 
for 2016 were over budget by .03% or $9K. Surplus in 2016 is reported at $2K. 

 
 
 
 
 



3 | P a g e  
 

Fanning the Flames expenditures (strategic investments in ministry yielding tangible results) come from 
withdrawals from our unrestricted investment funds and from the assets of former congregations. The money is 
not to be used to prop up unsustainable places or to cover diocesan overhead. It is used exclusively to Fan the 
Flames in places where the Holy Spirit seems to be already at work. The four-year spending projection (including 
2018) is $873K. 
 
Mergers and Closings of congregations since 2008: Seven pairs of congregations have merged with one another.  
Nine congregations have chosen to close with the members going to neighboring congregations (or elsewhere).  
We currently have 52 active congregations in the diocese. The diocese developed a policy on the distribution of 
the assets of merged and closed congregations. Assets include all cash, investment and real estate assets. Net 
assets result from the deduction of any costs associated with the closing or merger of the congregation. For 
merged congregations the net assets follow the congregations to their new home, less 10% or $25K, whichever 
is lower. The extra “fee” is used for dealing with the legal processes associated with the mergers and closings. 
Assets from closed congregations are placed in a “Strategic Ministry Reserve”, currently $1.3 million from the 9 
closed congregations, which is managed by a separate wholly owned subsidiary of the Diocese called the 
Episcopal Missions of Western Massachusetts (EMWM), whose Board of Directors are the members of Diocesan 
Council. The costs of running EMWM is about $60K per year (no staff time). This covers the cost of the brokers, 
inspectors and other property related expenses, allowing us to pay for the costs of mergers and closings without 
imposing a burden on the rest of the congregations. 

 
BI SHOP’S ANNUAL ADDRESS  

Bishop Fisher delivered his fifth Annual Address, which can be found in its entirety in Section 1 of the Journal. 

 
REVIVAL 2018 
Following his address, Bishop Fisher announced that the Most Rev. Michael Curry would be back in Western 
Massachusetts to lead a revival in October 2018. The Rev. Canon Pam Mott is leading the team which is planning 
the revival. 

 
SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT - Revival 2018 

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS AND REGISTRATION 
Bishop Fisher called upon The Rev. Deacon Beth Washburn, Chair of the Committee on Credentials and 
Registration, who submitted the following report: 
 
In accordance with Article IX, Section 2 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, we certify 
that 57 Clergy are entitled to seat and vote and represent more than 1/3 of the Clergy entitled to seat and vote, 
together with 111 Lay Delegates from more than 1/3 of the Parishes and Missions in union with this Convention 
are registered and present , and that the 116

th
 Convention has a QUORUM. 

 
SEAT, VOICE AND VOTE 
In accordance with Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, the following 
clergy, who are members of a church with the Episcopal Church in Full Communion and who are serving in a 
Parish or Mission in this Diocese, are entitled to the right to seat, voice and vote at the 116

th
 Convention: 

 The Rev. Nathaniel Anderson, Church of the Epiphany, Wilbraham 

 The Rev. Eric Karas, Christ Trinity Church, Sheffield 

  The Rev. John Marquis, Church of the Good Shepherd, West Springfield  

 The Rev. Karen Safstrom, St. Francis’ Church, Holden 

 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/239197362
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SEAT, VOICE, NO VOTE 
In accordance with Article VII.1 And VIII.3 of the Constitution of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, the 
following persons who are the Treasurers and members of the Standing Committee, who are not otherwise 
entitled to a seat in the Convention, are entitled to a seat at the 116

th
 Convention with the right to be heard, but 

without vote: 

  Treasurer: Wayne Gass, All Saints’ Church, South Hadley  

 Assistant Treasurer: Steven P. Abdow, Grace Church, Amherst 

 Standing Committee: Nancy Lowry, Grace Church, Amherst 

 Standing Committee: Christina Loy, Trinity Church, Chicopee 

 

In accordance with Canon 2, Section 3 of the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese of Western, Massachusetts, 
the following lay persons who are members of the Council, Lay Deputies and Alternate Deputies to General 
Convention who are not otherwise entitled to a seat in the Convention, and Lay persons who are acting as Vicars of 
Missions, are entitled to a seat at the 116

th
 Convention with the right to be heard, but without vote: 

Diocesan Council: 

 John Cheek, Grace Church, Southern Berkshires 

  Donna Christian, St. Peter’s Church, Springfield  

  Frank Minasian, All Saints’ Church, Worcester 

 Jill Senecal, Diocese of W. MA staff 
General Convention Lay Deputies and Alternates: 

 John Check, Grace in the Southern Berkshires 

 Laurie Glover, St. John’s Church, Williamstown 

 Alexizendria Link, St. Luke’s Church, Worcester 

 Trent Maxey, Grace Church, Amherst 

 Maggie Sweeney, Saints James and Andrew, 
Greenfield 
 

Resolutions 
Bishop, I move the following Resolution: 

RESOLVED, that this 116
th

 Annual Meeting of the Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts extend 
the courtesy of SEAT AND VOICE 

To the following persons: 

  Daryl Lobban, Massachusetts Council of Churches  

 Rabbi Mark Dov Shapiro, Christ Church Cathedral 

  The Respected Wissam Abdul-Baki, Islamic Society of Western Massachusetts  

 The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal, Conference Minster and President, 
Massachusetts Conference United Church of Christ 

To the following clergy, who are not canonically resident, but who are licensed to officiate in this Diocese and 
who are registered as present at this Convention: 

 The Rev. Ronald Crocker, Trinity, Shrewsbury 

 The Rev. Marisa Egerstrom, St. Paul’s, Holyoke 

 The Rev. Paula Winsor Sage 

 The Rev. Eletha Buote-Greig, Trinity, Chicopee 
To the following clergy who are canonically resident less than two months:  

 The Rev. Michael Bullock 

 The Rev. Libby Wade 
And to all elected officers and members of Committees, Commissions, Task Forces and other official 
organizations of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts. 

 
It was Moved, Seconded and VOTED to adopt the above resolution. 
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ORGANIZATION (CALL TO ORDER) 

A constitutional quorum of both Orders being present, Bishop Fisher declared the 116
t h

 Convention organized 
for business on Saturday, October 28, 2017. 

 
ELECTION OF TREASURER AND ASSISTANT TREASURER/ ELECTION OF SECRETARY 
Bishop Fisher welcomed The Rev. Peter Swarr, Chair of the Elections Committee for nominations for the offices of 
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer. Mr. Symes nominated Mr. Wayne Gass to the Office of Treasurer, and Mr. 
Steven Abdow to the Office of Assistant Treasurer. Mr. Symes also nominated The Rev. William ‘Mac’ Murray to 
the Office of Secretary. There were no other nominations from the floor.  
Convention VOTED by acclamation to elect the nominees for the offices of Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer and 
Secretary. 

 
APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARIES 
The Rev. William Murray, Secretary of Convention, called for the Bishop’s approval of the appointment of Ms. Jill 
Senecal and the Rev. Pamela Mott as Assistant Secretaries. It was so approved. 

 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEW PARISHES AND MISSIONS 
Bishop Fisher called upon the Rev. Derrick Fetz, Chair of the Committee on New Parishes and Missions, who 
submitted the following report: 
The Holy Spirit has given birth to three new mission outposts in our diocese. Six of our congregations were moved 
by the Holy Spirit to pair off this past year. 

 St. John’s, Sutton and St. Andrew’s, North Grafton are now the Church of the Holy Spirit. 

 St. James, Greenfield, and St. Andrew’s, Turners Falls are now Saints James and Andrew 

 Grace Church, Chicopee and St. Christopher’s, Fairview are now Trinity Church 
 
SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT - Emerging churches better together 
 
The clergy and members of the three newly merged congregations processed onto the convention hall to a 
standing ovation while all sang “The Church’s One Foundation.” 
Bishop Fisher expressed his gratitude for the patience, tremendous pastoral care and courage of all and the 
sacrifices and extraordinary leadership of all. 
 
PAROCHIAL CLERGY CHANGES 
Bishop Fisher announced the parochial changes that have taken place this year. These were listed on-screen. The 
Bishop invited all the listed clergy who were in attendance to come forward for recognition. For a complete listing 
of parochial changes see the Bishop’s Journal in Section 1 of the Journal. The Bishop thanked all the clergy for their 
service. In addition, Bishop Fisher also announced and welcomed Mr. Don Allison, our new Chancellor, and Jill 
Senecal, Executive Assistant to the Bishop. The Bishop said farewell to three clergy who have moved on from the 
diocese, the Revs. Lisa Green, Warren Hicks and Sarah Syer. 

 
COMMISSIONING OF THE LAWRENCE HOUSE SERVICE CORPS VOLUNTEERS 
Bishop Fisher called upon the Rev. Tanya Wallace, All Saints’ Church, South Hadley, for an update on the Lawrence 
House Service Corps Interns for 2017/18. The interns will serve one year local internships in social justice issues, 
while living in an intentional Christian community. 
The Rev. Tanya Wallace presented the Lawrence House Service Corps volunteers: 

 Amanda Henes 

 Shalom Kristanugraha 

 Helen Likins 

 Sabrina Petrie 

 Lexus Phillips 

 Eduardo Samaniego (in absentia) 
 

https://vimeo.com/238957080
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to be commissioned by Bishop Douglas Fisher as 2017/2018 Episcopal Youth Corps Volunteers Living in 
Community. Following the commissioning of the volunteers, the Bishop led the Convention in a prayer for the 
newly commissioned interns. 

 
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE 
Ms. Barbara Groves announced that the Standing Committee report together will all the reports and videos from 
the convention are available on the Convention website and in Section 1 of the Journal. 
 

SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT - Exactly what is the Standing Committee? 

 
REPORT OF THE DIOCESAN COUNCIL 
Ms. Barbara Groves announced that the Diocesan Council report is available on the Convention website and 
includes two new recommended Diocesan Polices on Alcohol and Gaming, and are included in Section 1 of the 
Journal. 
 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM AND BUDGET REVIEW 

Bishop Fisher called on Steve Abdow, Canon for Mission Resources, for the report on the 2018 Ministry Plan and 
Diocesan Operating Budget. Mr. Abdow reviewed the plan for use of Diocesan Mission Resources for 2018. All 
the details are available on the Diocesan website. He reviewed the 2018 Goals of the Diocese, and expected 
revenues and operating expenses for 2018, which would lead to a very small surplus. Please see Canon Abdow’s 
full narrative and report in Section II of the Journal. Motion was made and Seconded to approve the 2018 
Budget of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts. There was no discussion and was VOTED. Bishop 
Fisher thanked Steve for his tremendous work. 
 

SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT - African Missioner reaching out to Anglicans in Worcester 

 

SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT - Refugees find home in WMA  

 
NOONDAY PRAYER / NECROLOGY 
The Convention Chaplains, The Rev. John Edgar Freeman and Dr. Deborah Harmon Hines led the convention in 
Noonday Prayer before Convention was recessed for lunch. 
 
12:30 p.m. CONVENTION RECESSED / LUNCH 
 
1:30 p.m. CONVENTION RECONVENED 
 

SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT - Camping Out in Pittsfield 
 
SPECIAL ORDER – Ecumenical and Interfaith Speakers 
Bishop Fisher expressed his joy at having opportunities to meet with faith leaders throughout the region. He 
introduced the following ecumenical and interfaith leaders: 
 
The Respected Wissam Abdul-Baki, Imam of the Islamic Society of Western Massachusetts, brought warm 
greetings of peace from the Muslim community. He spoke about Jesus and Mary (the only woman mentioned in 
the Koran) and the gift of peace. He spoke of challenges of Islam in the current political climate. He spoke of our 
common heritage as God’s children – The God of everyone. Five ends of Islam: God, sacredness of life, intellect, 
family and economic resource. He spoke of our commonalities, our appreciation of coming together in faith 
without fear, and of common beliefs in the Muslim and Christian communities, but most importantly that we are 
all connected to God. 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/238957080
https://vimeo.com/236968142
https://vimeo.com/238270633
https://vimeo.com/239157635
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The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal, President of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ, offered 
greetings of grace and peace. For him, the common bond between the UCC and the Episcopalians was sealed 
when our climate leader, The Rev. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, organized an interfaith walk for climate rescue. Two 
years later the UCC of New England declared climate change to be its signature issue. UCC initiated NEREM – New 
England Regional Environmental Ministries. Felt God had called them together to restore God’s creation and 
make his love and justice real. After learning about Bishop Fisher, he had been inspired by Bishop Fisher’s 
initiative and deep desire that all may experience justice and joy, and this partnership had a bright future. He 
thanked God and all who have been called to lead this initiative. He ended by stating “We need each other.” 
 
Rabbi Mark Dov Shapiro, of the Sinai Temple in Springfield, and now Rabbi-in-Residence at Christ Church 
Cathedral, said there is a very welcoming feeling of community in the room. He expressed his gratitude to Bishop 
Fisher for the opportunity to teach and preach at the Cathedral. Rabbi states we all need to learn who we are and 
who we want to be, and that we are all defined by the decisions we make. He said there is great reason to 
celebrate – this is a time of new beginnings.  
 
The Rev. Daryl Lobban, Director of External Relationships at the Mass Council of Churches (MCC), had automotive 
issues and was unable to attend.  
 
Bishop Fisher thanked our ecumenical and interfaith leaders for their contribution to our Convention. 
 
SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT – “unCommon Ground” 
 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION OF CANONS 
Ms. Barbara Groves called on Chancellor Don Allison for his report to Convention. Chancellor Allison stated there 
were no changes to the Constitution and Canons, but at next year’s Convention there would be a proposed 
amendment addressing the election of  
SPECIAL ORDER VIDIO REPORT – “Thursday Café” offers community for homeless in Worcester 
deputies to the 2021 General Convention. 
 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS 
Ms. Barbara Groves called on The Rev. Peter Swarr, Chair of the Committee on Elections, who explained the 
ballot and new electronic voting process, and introduced the nominees as listed on the ballot. 

 
SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT – MDI Grant helps three ways in Williamstown 
 
ELECTION RESULTS 
Standing Committee 

 The Rev. Nancy Webb Stroud 

 Ms. Wende Wheeler 
  The Diocesan Council 

 The Rev. Heather Blais 

 Ms. .Donna Christian 

 Mr. Richard Delorme 

 The Rev. Derrick Fetz 

 Mr. Mark Rogers 
  The Chapter of Christ Church Cathedral 

 Ms. Laurie Clover 

 The Rev. Michael Tuck 
  Disciplinary Board 

 The Rev. Barbara Thrall 

 Mr. Bob Ware 
 

https://vimeo.com/236966558
https://vimeo.com/238989361
https://vimeo.com/239016405
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  2018 TEC General Convention – 4
th

 Alternate Clergy Deputy 

 The Rev. Deacon Beth Washburn 
   

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS AND THE BISHOP’S ADDRESS 
Ms. Barbara Groves called on The Rev. Laura Goodwin, Chair of the Resolutions Committee. Rev. Goodwin stated 
that all 2015 TEC General Convention Resolutions referred to the Diocese have been reviewed and their status is 
noted on our Convention Website. The full texts of all resolutions referring to the Diocese are on our Convention 
website. 
The Rev. Goodwin called on The Rev. Will Bergman, Ecumenical and Interreligious Officer, to introduce the UCC 
Resolution.  
 
Resolution for Deeper Community: 
Resolution for Deeper Community, Service and Engagement between the Episcopal Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts and United Church of Christ Partners. 
Submitted By: 
The Rev. Pamela J. Mott, Canon to the Ordinary 
The Rev. Dr. William Bergmann, Ecumenical and Interreligious Officer for the Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
 
Whereas the Episcopal church is committed to establishing ecumenical relationships in order to fulfill Jesus’ 
prayer for his disciples in John 17:21, “That they may all be one,” by offering prayers of unity, participating in 
dialogues to nurture a spirit of understanding and respect, and collaborating actively in mission and ministry 
opportunities, 

 And whereas our most regular ecumenical partner in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is the United 
Church of Christ (which is the largest Protestant denomination in Massachusetts), 

 And whereas our Bishop Douglas Fisher and The Rev. Dr. James Antal, Conference Minister and President 
of the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ already work together in a variety of 
advocacy and leadership roles for the growth of ecumenical cooperation within the Commonwealth, 

 And whereas the intentional collaboration of our two denominations is already represented in fact that 
one person serves as the Missioner for Creation Care for both polities, 

 And whereas Episcopalians and members of the UCC have already established cooperative working 
relationships in a variety of parish, community, and statewide ministries, 

Be it resolved by this 116
th

 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts: That we affirm 
developing deeper, intentional and proactive partnerships with our UCC brothers and sisters in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 

 By engaging in conversations to develop cooperative relationships that will enable us to address 
effectively the local, national and global issues of the 21

st
 century, and to explore and engage together in 

specific ministry opportunities within our various local contexts. 

 Toward that end, we suggest entering into a year of engagement in prayer, conversation and action that 
reflects the shared gifts of our respective denominations. 

 We believe that such engagement should involve prayerful conversation and study in order to learn 
about each other’s denominational character, strengths and challenges. 

 We envision, for example, such engagement taking place with reflection in the context of the unfolding 
liturgical year, and we suggest the following as a possible way forward: 

o During the season of Advent, we imagine pondering such questions as: How do we anticipate 
the birth of Christ in our lives? How do our two denominations mark this anticipation 
differently? What do we do in common? In light of this conversation how is God inviting us to 
understand each other and our own tradition in new and broader ways? 

 
  Committee motion was moved, opened for discussion, and was VOTED. 
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Resolution to Fight Climate Change: We Are Still In 
Ms. Barbara Groves called on Ms. Lee Cheek and The Rev. Harvey Hill to present their Creation Care Resolution. 
We Are Still In: A Resolution to Fight Climate Change 
Submitted to the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts, 116

th
 Convention, 2017 

Sponsored by: The Social Justice Commission and the Missioner for Creation Care 
 
Resolved, that the 116

th
 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts affirms the leadership of 

Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church, The Most Reverend Michael Curry, in his June 1, 2017, 
response to President Trump’s decision to pull out of the 2015 Paris Climate Accord: and be it further 

 Resolved, that the 116
th

 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts praises the “We 
Are Still In” declaration, in which hundreds of signatories pledge support of the goals of the Paris Climate 
Accord; and be it further 

 Resolved, that the 116
th

 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts joins with the 
United Church of Christ in living out the principles of the Paris Climate Accord by committing our time, 
financial resources, and prayers to: 

o call on congregations and every person of faith to set a moral example by making decisions of 
integrity in our energy choices and holding our leaders accountable to likewise reduce carbon 
emissions; 

o call on our clergy and lay leaders to speak from the pulpit about our moral obligation to protect 
God’s creation, and 

o call on our communities of faith to be bold and courageous in proclaiming the urgency of the 
climate crisis in the public square and at the local, state, and federal levels. 

Explanation: The scientific evidence continues to be overwhelming that climate change is real and caused by 
humans. Its effects are already manifest in the severity and frequency of extreme weather events around the 
world that disproportionally affect the poor. Almost all scientists agree that we must stabilize the global mean 
temperature increase to 2° Celsius to avoid catastrophe by instituting significant reductions in global levels of 
carbon emissions. 
 
In his June 1 statement, The Most Reverend Michael Curry calls on the Episcopal Church to continue to take bold 
action to address the climate crisis, reminding us that we are all trustees and stewards of God’s good creation.ˡ  
The Diocese of Western Massachusetts has been a leader with the Episcopal Church in its urging Church Pension 
Fund, the Investment Committee of the Executive Council, and the Episcopal Church Foundation to divest financial 
resources from fossil fuel companies and to re0invest in carbon-free sources of energy. The diocese passed such a 
resolution at its 113

th
 Convention, “Eliminating Fossil Fuel Holdings and Investing in Clean Energy.” The Trustees of 

the Diocese of Western Massachusetts also voted in 2014 to align their investments more closely with their faith 
and values by reducing their exposure to fossil fuels and to invest in renewable energy projects as objectives for 
the portfolio going forward. 
 
The Diocese of Western Massachusetts has also taken leadership in the Episcopal Church by creating in 2014 a 
diocesan-level position, Missioner for Creation Care, a position that has since become ecumenical. Starting in 2014 
the diocese began observing an annual Season of Creation (October 4, and Feast of St. Francis, through the end of 
November), which encourages preaching and prayer, sacrificial acts of generosity, and bold public witness to 
strengthen our Christian response to the cry of the earth, and the cry of the poor. Annually, the Creation Season 
webpage provides resources to ACT, ADVOCATE, LEARN, and PRAY. These resources include tools for implementing 
this resolution. 
 
So far, the  “We Are Still In”² declaration in support of the Paris Accord has been signed by the mayors of more 
than 200 American cities, governors of numerous states, leaders of hundreds of American companies, and many 
university presidents. They pledge to “pursue ambitious climate goals, working together to take forceful action and 
to ensure that the US remains a global leader in reducing emissions. 
 
On June 2, 2017, Bishop Doug Fisher of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal (Conference 
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Minister and President, United Church of Christ in Massachusetts), and The Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas 
(Missioner for Creation Care, Diocese of Western Massachusetts and Massachusetts Conference, United Church of 
Christ) also condemned President Donald Trump’s decision to abandon the Paris Climate Accords by signing a 
statement, “An Opportunity for which the Church Was Born.” This ecumenical statement, which was also passed 
by the national leadership of the United Church of Christ, affirms, “Our Judeo-Christian heritage teaches that the 
Earth and its web of life are precious in God’s sight, that the Earth belongs not to us, but to God, and that we are 
entrusted with loving the Earth as God loves it.³ As followers of Jesus, we are committed to God’s mission of 
reconciling people with each other and with the whole of creation.” The statement declared, “[The President’s] 
decision is scientifically, economically, medically, politically and morally wrong. With heartache we recognize the 
devastating toll of suffering that will be exalted by this Administration’s refusal to address the climate crisis. We 
are appalled by the Administration’s unwillingness to join with other nations in protecting and stabilizing the 
atmosphere upon which our species – and so many other forms of life – depend.” We fully concur. 
 
We must, therefore, in the three-fold challenge of the document, “An Opportunity for Which the Church Was 
Born,” and of the analogous statement from the United Church of Christ, “accept the mantle of moral leadership,” 
strive to “incarnate change,” and “proclaim the truth [of climate change] in the public square.” The alternative is 
devastating to contemplate. 
 
Friendly Amendment: 
“Resolved, the Secretary of the 116

th
 Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts forward this 

resolution to the Secretary of TEC’s General Convention for consideration at the 2018 TEC General Convention.” 
 
Committee motion was moved, opened for discussion, and was VOTED. 
 
Resolution – From Bishop Fisher’s Address 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, home of fearless followers of Jesus, 

thank The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher, for his call to draw the circle wider and wider, and commit ourselves to joining 
with those already engaged in works of justice, peace, climate action, racial reconciliation, mercy, compassion and 
hope. 
 
Committee motion was moved, opened for discussion, and was VOTED. 
 
Courtesy Resolutions – Thanks 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts offer our thanks to The Rev. Daryl 

Lobban, Director of External Relationships at the Massachusetts Council of Churches for his presence with us, and 
presentation on Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations at this Convention. (Was unable to attend) 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts offer our thanks to Rabbi Mark Dov 

Shapiro, Rabbi in Residence at Christ Church Cathedral for his presence with us, and his presentation on 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations at this Convention. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts offer our thanks to Respected Wissam 

Abdul-Baki, Imam of the Islamic Society of Western Massachusetts for his presence, and his presentation on 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations at this Convention. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts offer our thanks to The Rev. Dr. Jim 

Antal, Conference Minister and President, Massachusetts Conference United Church of Christ for his presence with 
us, and his presentation on Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations at this Convention. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts offer our thanks to Dr. Deborah Harmon 

Hines and The Rev. John Edgar Freeman for their service as Chaplains to this Convention. 
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That this the 116
th

 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts offer our thanks to Scott Bailey for his 
service as Convention Musician for both the Cathedral worship service as well as the Convention Business Sessions. 
 
Courtesy Resolution – Recognition 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts celebrated with St. Luke’s, Lanesboro, its 

250
th

 anniversary on St. Luke’s Day, October 18, 2017. St. Luke’s is now the oldest continuing congregation in our 
diocese. St. Luke’s was the first congregation in New England to have a Christmas tree, and has a newly restored 
original Johnson hand pump organ. The Holy Spirit continues to work in this small and resilient people of the Jesus 
Movement. 
 
Committee motion was moved, opened for discussion, and was VOTED. 
 
Courtesy Resolutions – Greetings 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to The Rev. Hanna Ennin, 

the newly appointed Superintendent in Charge of the  Mampong Babies Home, in gratitude for her ministry and 
ongoing prayers for the continued strengthening of the relationship between the Babies Home and our diocese. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to The Rev. James 

Hazelwood, Bishop of the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America with gratitude for his 
ministry and ongoing prayers for our mutual commitment to live into our Call to Common Ministry. 
 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to The Most Rev. Mitchell 

T. Rozanski as the Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield, with the assurance of prayers and support 
in our mutual ministry of proclaiming the love of Christ. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to The Most Rev. Robert 

McManus, Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Worcester, with continued thanks for his companionship and 
cooperation as we strive together to follow Christ throughout Western Massachusetts. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to The Most Reverend 

Michael Curry, and his wife Sharon, as he continues his ministry as Presiding Bishop and Primate, and prayers for 
his proclamation of the Good News of the Jesus Movement to the Church and to the World. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to Laurel Stewart, widow 

of our fifth Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Alexander D. Stewart, with thankfulness for her ongoing ministry of Christ’s love in 
our diocese. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to Nancy Wissemann, 

widow of our sixth Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Andrew F. Wissemann, with gratitude for her strong witness to the Easter 
Hope. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to Nancy Denig,  widow of 

our seventh Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Robert S. Denig, with heartfelt thanks for her continuing faithful presence and 
service in our midst. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send warm greetings to our eighth 

Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Gordon Scruton, and his wife Rebecca, with our heartfelt thanks for their ongoing ministry of 
Christ’s love throughout our National Church. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to The Rev. Laura Everett, 

Executive Director of the Massachusetts Council of Churches, with gratitude for her ministry of cooperation and 
reconciliation in our Commonwealth. 
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That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to our Anglican 

Communion partners, The Most Rev. Daniel Sarfo,  Bishop of the Diocese of Kumasi, Ghana, and his wife Mary, 
and The Rt. Rev. Cyril Ben Smith, Bishop of the Diocese of Mampong. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to The Rt. Rev. Alan 

Gates, Bishop of the Diocese of Massachusetts, and also to  The Rt. Rev. Gayle Harris, with prayers for both of 
them, and our mutual ministry of proclaiming the love of Christ from the Berkshire mountains to Cape Cod and the 
Islands. 
 
That this the 116

th
 Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts send greetings to all the Bishops and 

people of Province One. 
 
Committee motion was moved, opened for discussion, and was VOTED. 
 
Bishop Fisher thanked The Rev. Laura Goodwin and the committee for putting all of the resolutions together. 
 
SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT – Pastoral Care of LGBTQ Seekers 
 
APPOINTMENTS OF EXAMINING CHALPLAINS 
Report – see website 
Membership: *2018 Appointments 

 The Rev. Dr. Molly Scherm – Chair 

 The Rev. Jesse Abell 

 The Rev. Hillary Bogert-Winkler 

 Dr. Tamson Jones Farmer* 

 Dr. Richard Kimball 

 The Rev. Barbara Thrall* 
Committee motion was moved, no discussion, and was VOTED. 
 
APPOINTMENTS OF COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 
Report – see website 
Membership: 

 The Rev. Nancy Baillie Strong,  Chairperson 

 Mr. Edward Farrell, Secretary 

 Mr. Milton Barnes 

 The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher, IX Bishop of Western Massachusetts 

 The Rev. Deacon S. Jane Griesbach, (ex-officio) Deacon Formation Director 

 Ms. Nancy Lowry, Liaison from Standing Committee 

 Ms. Christina Loy, Liaison from Standing Committee 

 The Rev. Samuel Smith, Liaison from Standing Committee 

 The Rev. Nancy Webb Stroud. Liaison from Standing Committee 

 Ms. Tina Page 

 Mr. Jeff Pringle 

 The Rev. Dr. Molly C. Scherm, (ex officio) Board of Examining Chaplains 

 The Rev. Dr. Richard M. Simpson, (ex officio) Canon to the Ordinary 

 The Rev. Thomas N. Synan 

 The Rev. Tanya R. Wallace 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/236972378
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SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
Report – see website 
Bishop Fisher thanked Ms. Lee Cheek and Mr. Harvey Hill for doing tremendous work. 
Membership: 

 Ms. Lee Cheek, co-chair 

 Mr. Harvey Hill, co-chair 

 The Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, (ex officio) 

 The Rt. Rev. Douglas Fisher, (ex officio) 

 Ms. Leah Gregg 

 The Rev. Lauren Holm, (Lutheran representative) 

 The Rev. Victoria IX 

 The Rev. Erik Karas 

 Ms. Alexizendria Link 

 Rabbi Mark Dov Shapiro, (ex officio) 

 The Rev. Peter Swarr 

 The Rev. Dr. Jane Tillman 

 The Rev. Dave Woessner 
 
This report as well as all other Committee and Missioner Reports and all of today’s videos can be found on the 
Convention website: Conventionwma.com 
 
PLANNING OF NEXT CONVENTION 
Ms. Barbara Groves called on The Rev. William (Mac) Murray to give an update regarding Convention 2018. 
117

th
 Annual Convention of the Diocese of Western Massachusetts 

October 26 and 27, 2018 
Christ Church Cathedral and Mass Mutual Center, Springfield, MA 
Be sure to complete the on-line Convention Survey – We Listen, and it helps us plan. 
 
ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
Bishop Douglas Fisher asked if there was any additional business FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
Mr. Steven Symes stepped forward: 

 In loving memory of Joan Gilchrist 
o Member of the Diocesan Council 
o Member of the Church of the Nativity in Northborough 
o Heart for Christian Formation 
o Wanted to address, throughout the Diocese, Education for Ministry 

 Will continue her work for Lay-Christian Formation 
o May be reached at 1-508-479-8710 or swsymes@bu.edu 

 
ANNOUNCE VESTING OF AUTHORITY TO APPROVE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE 
Bishop Douglas Fisher: 
“It shall not be necessary to read the Convention minutes of its meetings. Authority to approve them shall be 
vested in a committee to consist of a Chairperson or qualified members of the following Committees: Dispatch of 
Business, Resolutions, Elections, and Constitution and Canons.” Section XV of the STANDING ORDER OF BUSINESS 
OF ANNUAL CONVENTION 
 
SPECIAL ORDER VIDEO REPORT – Epic Fails in Ministry 
 
Bishop Fisher thanked the dais for helping Convention staying on track, and The Rev. William (Mac) Murray and 
the tech crew for all their hard work. 
 
 

http://www.conventionwma.com/for-delegates.html
mailto:swsymes@bu.edu
https://vimeo.com/236969508
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CLOSING PRAYER, BLESSING AND DIMISSAL (ADJOURNMENT() 
Closing prayer was offered by Convention Chaplains, The Rev. John Edgar Freeman and Dr. Deborah Harmon Hines. 
Bishop Fisher offered prayer of thanksgiving and blessings to all and also offered the dismissal.  
 
2:10 PM CONVENTION WAS ADJOURNED 
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