
Fall 2021
Newsletter

Alum Regan Linton,
Artistic Director in Residence for Denver’s
Phamaly Theatre presents their film
“Imperfect” to International Acclaim!



A Message From Foundation President

JOHN NABER

John Naber, President
Swim with Mike Foundation

In the year 2050, people will 
look back on 2021 and recall 
it as a seminal year in the 
history of Swim with Mike. 
The organization launched 
its own 501(c)(3) Non-Profit 
Corporation with the official 
new name, “Swim with Mike 
Foundation.” In order to 
expand our reach and evolve 
into a truly nationwide entity, 
we also successfully negotiated 
a transition from the USC 
Athletic Department, into 
an independent organization 
with the volunteer members 
of the Board holding fiduciary 
responsibility, a paid staff and 
a proprietary database and software to manage the 
entire operation. With this new structure, we retain 
our close connection with the University, but the 
responsibilities now fall squarely on our shoulders. 
New tax regulations, hiring practices and audit 
requirements add to the complexity of what we do, 
but our Mission is still in keeping with the purpose 
we’ve had for over four decades.

“The Mission of Swim with Mike Foundation is to 
change the lives of student athletes who have experienced 
catastrophic injury or illness by providing scholarships, 
creating community and instilling hope and purpose.”

Our Family Association also adds a level of mentoring 
and community to the funds we distribute in the 
form of scholarships. One of our primary values is to 
remain “Relationship-Centered.”
Most reassuring is the level of support we have 

retained with our donors during 
this transition. Swim with Mike 
Foundation has been able to 
launch itself with our largest gift 
ever (one million dollars from 
“Jersey Mike’s Subs”) as well as an 
outstanding result on our annual 
“Tote Board” thanks in large 
part to the remarkable efforts of 
our co-founder, Ron Orr. Our 
other co-founder, Mike Nyeholt 
remains engaged and aligned 
with our progress and direction. 
After a two-year hiatus from 
USC, those swimmers that have 
regularly participated in our 
annual Swim are already gearing 
up for the April 9, 2022 event at 

USC’s Uytengsu Aquatics Center.

What matters most is that we continue to fund our 
scholarship recipients’ education and continue to 
provide them with mentors, guidance and advice 
on how to return to their dreams and hope of 
independence. None of this would be possible without 
the care and support of our volunteers, donors, staff and, 
of course the Board of Directors. For an organization 
of this size and significance, there are always tasks 
that need doing, and new policies are being enacted 
before many of the individual decisions can be made. 
We have multiple Committees which provide valuable 
recommendations, including Finance, Technology, 
Family Association, Scholarship Council, Planned 
Giving and Personnel. If you think you can add to our 
efforts, or wish to serve on a Committee, I invite you to 
contact me. We can always use the help. Our recipients 
deserve nothing less.
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41 YEARS AND BEYOND
We never would have imagined 40 years after the 
initial Swim For Mike that SwM would be evolving 
into an independent National Foundation – the Swim 
with Mike Foundation. The new SwMF will continue 
to maintain and enhance our 40-year mission to 
financially assist physically challenged athletes 
pursuing their personal, professional, career and 
educational goals through SwMF scholarship support.

Swim with Mike’s mutually rewarding 40-year 
relationship with USC remains intact, and we have the 
full support of our many campus partners, friends and 
colleagues as we continue to grow our national reach. 
USC offered great foresight and sportsmanship in 
our 20th year as we partnered to initially expand our 
influence beyond USC to include SWM scholarship 
support nationally to physically challenged student-
athletes. Now, as an independent national foundation 
we are poised to positively affect even more lives of 
those who have experienced tragic accidents that 
have forever altered their lives and ambitions, and 
to instill the importance that our SWM scholarship 
support comes with the responsibility of helping 
pass on the gift of education and hope for a future to 
student-athletes at their time of greatest need.

Every single volunteer, friend, donor and member 
our SwM Family represents our growing community 
of support. We simply could not have achieved the 
accomplishment of changing the lives of nearly 300 
SwMF scholarship recipients without you. We all 
share the joy of seeing these lives touched by the 
magic of an education that you have provided for 
them. They would like to thank you too.

All of the impact and influence would not have been 
possible without the trust and generosity that lead to 
our largest commitment ever. Peter Cancro, CEO and 
Founder of Jersey Mike’s Subs  and his wife Tatiana 
share our vision of National growth possibilities 
by making a ten-year financial commitment to an 
independent foundation.

So, please join our scholarship recipients, their 
families and friends and the entire Swim with Mike 
Family at our 41st SwM Reunion on April 9, 2022 at 
the USC Uytengsu Aquatics Center to celebrate our 
transformational success and embrace our promising 
future!

See you there!

Mike Nyeholt      Ron Orr
Co-Founder      Co-Founder
Chair Emeritus     Executive Director
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10th Annual SWM Back-to-School Brunch
Presented by

THE SWM FAMILY ASSOCIATION
Sponsored by

JERSEY MIKE’S SUBS
Our 2021 SwM Zoom Back-to-School Brunch 
was a great success and provided an opportunity 
for current and alumni scholarship recipients, 
their families and friends to meet and learn 
about each others’ educational pursuits 
and personal accomplishments. Attendees 
participated in interest-specific break-out 
rooms at the conclusion of the program.

We were pleased to be joined by our special 
guests, Jersey Mike’s Subs CEO and Founder 
Peter Cancro and his wife, Tatiana. Peter told 
us that when he met Ron Orr a few years 
ago and read the SwM mission statement, 
he felt that it was a “good fit” with Jersey’s 
Mike’s slogan of “Make a Difference” and “we 
immediately got on board.”  Peter assured us 
of their continued support, and in addition 
to their recent $1 million gift, pledged $5,000 
to the Swim with Mike Foundation, which is 
$5,000 per current recipient funding for spring 
semester and new scholarship students. Peter 
tells us that he and Tatiana feel very fortunate 
to be able to be involved and supportive of the 
SwMF. And we are most fortunate to be the 
beneficiaries of their most generous kindness 
and friendship!

Kaia Hedlund, SwMF Director of Recipient 
Relations, introduced SwM alumnae recipient 
Regan Linton (USC, University of Denver, UC 
San Diego 2013) who is a professional actor 

and Artistic Director in Residence for Phamaly 
Theatre Company in Denver. Phamaly is a 
dedicated group of disabled actors, technicians, 
staff and volunteers who passionately perform 
their craft. Phamaly has grown into a premier 
theatre company for actors with disabilities, 
and we were pleased to be the first to present 
the trailer of their short film “Imperfect” which 
will be shown next month at the at the Prague 
International Film Festival and the Denver Film 
Festival.  

The program continued with each of our 42 
attending scholarship recipients updating 
the crowd on their personal and educational 
endeavors. The recipients represented the wide 
national demographic range that is the SwM 
Family - from Stanford on the West Coast to 
Johns Hopkins on the East and many universities 
in between. 

It was such a pleasure to learn more about each 
of these outstanding students’ accomplishments 
and goals and to learn about their rewarding 
experiences made possible through the SwM 
support.

At the conclusion of this segment, the attendees 
divided up and jointed interest-specific break-
out groups led by SwM industry leaders, and this 
activity rounded out another successful Annual 
SwM Back-to-School Brunch!
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New and Returning Scholarship Recipients
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We are pleased to introduce you to our 14 new SwM 
2021-22 scholarship recipients, and three alumni 
SwM scholarship recipients who have decided to 
continue their education with a second, advanced 

degree. These outstanding students join our total of  
52 recipients at 40 universities nationwide. Please 
visit our website at swimwithmike.org to learn 
more about all current SwM scholarship recipients.

A normal twelve-year-old girl goes from 
competitive dance and playing games 
with her friends to being paralyzed from 
the waist down in span of 30 minutes 
time.  The diagnosis was Transverse 
Myelitis.  Erica couldn’t understand it and 
she certainly couldn’t pronounce it.  She 
frustrated the Children’s Hospital staff 
as they tried to teach her how to use the 
wheelchair.  She gave the worst time to 
the Occupational Therapist who looked 
her in the eye and reaffirmed that while 
her tears were valid, her life was not over.  

The OT made a lifelong impact on Erica 
because she listened and taught her how 
to adapt to her new lifestyle.  Erica went 
on to complete her Bachelors degree 
at the University of Illinois where she 
was a star on the wheelchair basketball 
team. Wheelchair basketball taught her 
to be more disciplined, responsible, and 
adaptable in any situation, all skills that will 
serve her well as she pursues her lifelong 
dream of becoming an Occupational 
Therapist.  Erica loves spending time with 
her friends, family and her cat Winx. 

Erica Wilson – Pell City, AL
Duke University – OTD Occupational Therapy – Spring 2024

Ella was a typical high school 
student.   Club and high school Soccer, 
Friday night football, challenging but 
fun classes and lots of activity.   During 
practice for an upcoming soccer 
tournament, Ella suffered a horrific 
ankle sprain.    Subsequent examination 
diagnosed an Aneurysmal Bone Cyst 
Tumor in her right tibia.    The tumor 
had destroyed 75% of the bone and was 

threatening the entire structure of her 
leg.  Major surgery to remove the tumor 
was followed by months of recovery and 
later the regrowth of the tumor along 
with three other tumors.    Assorted 
tumor fighting therapies followed, all 
with the knowledge that her aspirations 
to play college soccer had vanished.  Ella 
graduated with her class and moved on 
to study at Louisiana State University.

Ella Ivie – Agoura Hills, CA 
Louisiana State University – B.A. Business and Apparel and Textile Design– Spring 2025 

New Recipients



Parker started his athletics career in 
swimming at the age of four, later 
joining a swim team when he was 
nine, competing for three seasons. He 
followed that by beginning Tae Kwon 
Do at six, going on to earn three black 
belts in Tae Kwon Do. Once in high 
school, he began football, playing as a 
linebacker.  As Parker was preparing to 
start his sophomore year, he was in a 
diving accident at Ocean City Beach 
in Maryland.    The accident resulted 
in a C4/C5 incomplete spinal cord 

injury.   Four months of rehab therapy 
followed, and he returned home for 
Christmas.    Intense physical therapy 
allowed him to regain the ability to 
walk with assistive devices, including 
a walk across the stage to receive his 
high school diploma.    Since Parker’s 
accident he was able to transition to 
adapted sports including handcycling 
and wheelchair rugby.   He started out 
as an engineering major but changed 
his major to his real passion, film 
studies.

Parker Haller – Woodbridge, VA  
George Mason University – B.A. Film and Video Studies – Spring 2024 

Natalie played volleyball as a kid and 
was in the high school Marching Band.  
She went on to USC, her dream school, 
and majored in Public Relations with a 
minor in French.  She was set to graduate 
early with job opportunities in sight 
when suddenly, while in a taxi in Las 
Vegas, an auto accident resulted in a C5 
spinal cord injury.   After three months 
in the hospital, Natalie returned to USC 
and finished her degree.  She found her 
place with dance when she joined an 
internationally recognized wheelchair 

dance team called the Rollettes, which 
was recently featured in an Aerie 
campaign and on shopdisney.com. In 
addition to dance, she also mentors 
women and girls with disabilities and 
is the disability advocate on the team. 
Natalie recently moved out of her family 
home for the first time since becoming a 
quadriplegic and is living alone at USC, 
where she is currently pursuing an MS in 
Communications Data Science with the 
goal to help the disability community 
through more data and technology.

Natalie Fung – San Marino, CA
USC – M.S. Communications/Data Science – Spring 2023

Misha’s career aspiration is to become 
a champion for meaningful change, 
specifically fostering an inclusive 
culture within the technology industry 
and world more broadly.   She is 
passionate about these empowerment 
efforts for individuals with disabilities 
given her own journey.  In the summer 
of 2016, Misha was injured in a boating 
accident that mangled her right leg. Her 
leg was  later amputated, and Misha 
went from an able-bodied athlete who 
received a black belt in Tae Kwon Do to 
a person with a physical disability. The 
mental and emotional skills learned in 

Tae Kwon Do such as self-discipline and 
the ability to stay present were essential 
to her recovery and subsequent self-
sufficiency.    She found a new passion 
for cycling after the accident that 
restored her passion for sports.   Misha 
was admitted to the MBA program at 
Columbia University with the goal to 
become a corporate strategy professional 
in the technology industry. She hopes to 
use the skills developed during her MBA 
experience to lead her colleagues and 
classmates in sponsoring educational 
training and employability initiatives for 
individuals with disabilities.

Misha Palla – Philadelphia, PA
Columbia University – MBA – Spring 2023
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Alex grew up in southern Connecticut 
and was a very active child.    He 
participated in soccer, basketball, hockey, 
baseball and swimming.    At the age of 
six he was introduced to two sports that 
he became very passionate about:  tennis 
and skiing.    He played on his state 
champion high school varsity tennis 
team.  In the winter he skied in Colorado, 
Utah and Vermont as much as possible 
until in 2012 he suffered an accident 
that left him paralyzed from the chest 
down.    Since that day, remaining active 
has been pivotal to Alex’s physical and 
mental health.  Handcycling is a favorite 

and he has even returned to the slopes on 
a monoski.    Through handcycling, Alex 
has helped raise funds for organizations 
such as the Christopher and Dana 
Reeve Foundation and the United 
Spinal Association.    Alex completed his 
Bachelors degree at Dickinson College 
in 2016 and has worked in finance in the 
education sector since then.   Post-MBA, 
Alex hopes to transition into the education 
technology industry, helping to deliver 
top-quality education to underserved 
and marginalized populations.    Alex is 
the first Swim with Mike scholarship 
recipient to attend Yale University.

Alexander Torelli – New York, NY
Yale University – Master of Business Administration – Spring 2023

Aery began competitive gymnastics 
at the age of four. She advanced up 
the ranks until at the age of 13, she fell 
during practice, resulting in a complete 
spinal cord injury at the T-11/12 level.  
The joy and team camaraderie that came 
from practice and competition was 
gone and she struggled with that until 
she found adapted sports.  After high 
school graduation, Avery went on to the 
University of Alabama because of the 
university’s outstanding adapted sports 
programs.  She has won one national 
championship with the wheelchair 
basketball team, three with the wheelchair 

tennis team and is currently a member 
of the USTA national team. Avery 
received the Alabama Adapted Athletics 
Academic Award and UA’s Presidential 
Scholarship for her first four years.  She 
completed her dual major in English and 
Spanish and went on to an accelerated 
Master’s program in English Literature. 
Her focus within the English Literature 
program is southern American Literature 
with specific attention to representations 
of disability and the works of Flannery 
O’Connor.  Avery began teaching and 
tutoring while in high school and has 
plans for a career in education.

Avery Downing – Cordova, TN
University of Alabama – M.A. English – Spring 2022

McKenna was an active teenager who 
excelled in soccer but also enjoyed 
recreational sports.  In June of 2018 
she was in a jet ski accident and broke 
her neck leaving her paralyzed from 
the chest down.  This lifechanging 
injury left her using a wheelchair 
for mobility but also brought new 
opportunities.  She learned to water 
ski, snow ski, play wheelchair rugby 
and to play tennis.  She was so 
motivated by those who helped her 
get back to herself after her injury that 

she wanted to inspire others.  Adaptive 
sports and motivational speaking help 
her greatly with both her physical and 
mental strength.  McKenna volunteers 
with the Trauma Survivors Network 
at Atrium Health Hospital.  She loves 
being able to connect with people 
who are dealing with recent spinal 
cord injuries.  McKenna understands 
that they are likely going through the 
toughest time in their lives and enjoys 
being able to motivate and serve as a 
positive example for them to emulate.

McKenna Woodhead – York, SC
Clemson University – B.S. Marketing – Spring 2025



Krista was born in Guatemala, where she 
lived a full and active life.  At the age of five, 
she was diagnosed with a lymphoblastic 
lymphoma that had wrapped around 
her spinal cord and kidneys.  Her family 
made the difficult decision to move 
Krista to Boston, Massachusetts for life 
saving chemo treatments.    Help came 
too late, and the aggressive growth of 
the tumor resulted in paralysis at the 
T-4 level.    Physical therapy allowed 
her to regain some movement and 
function, but she was still dependent 
upon a manual wheelchair.    The chair 
then allowed her to pursue adaptive 

sports and there she thrived.  She first 
tried handcycling, then monoskiing, 
and then wheelchair basketball with the 
Denver Rolling Nuggets.  Eventually she 
found her passion in wheelchair tennis 
and competed as an undergraduate for 
Biola University.  Upon graduation from 
Biola, Krista was admitted to UCLA to 
study Design and Media Arts to work 
on experimental film that focuses on 
the disability experience. Krista will also 
be the first adaptive athlete to represent 
UCLA at the national level.  Krista 
becomes the sixth Swim with Mike 
scholarship recipient to attend UCLA.

Krista Ramirez-Villatoro – La Habra, CA 
UCLA – M.A Design and Media Arts – Spring 2023

Alli was an active twelve-year-old 
who competed in soccer, basketball, 
volleyball, and gymnastics.   While 
sledding in Newport, Washington on 
New Year’s Day of 2015, Alli ran into a 
tree and suffered a spinal cord injury at 
the C 4/5 level.   Her competitive spirit 
and determination culled from all her 
years in sports came into play as she 
pushed herself in rehabilitation and in 
school.   Alli met SWM and Gonzaga 
alum Nate Higgins at a reception prior 
to the NCAA Basketball Championship 

Game in 2017.  Nate introduced himself 
and suggested that when she was ready 
for college she should consider applying.  
Four years later he was assigned to 
interview her for the scholarship.   Alli 
went on to high school where she was 
involved heavily in various clubs and 
loved being a part of every event/activity 
her school had to offer. She was voted 
Student Body President her senior year, 
graduated as valedictorian with a 4.0 
GPA, and was a member of the National 
Honor Society.

Allison McKernan – Spokane, WA 
Gonzaga University – Engineering Management – Spring 2024

Ignacio Montoya is the epitome of 
the American Dream, a dream he is 
literally creating one step at a time 
in his own neuro-recovery to cure 
paralysis and change the standard/
continuum of care for spinal cord 
injuries worldwide. He is an Air Force 
officer, fighter pilot-select, biomedical 
engineer, soon to be kinesiologist, and 
the Chief Scientific Officer of HINRI 
Labs - a nonprofit that’s aimed to do 
just that, Cure Paralysis. Ignacio, from a 
young age, grew up not fearing obstacles 
and has always created his own path 
forward. His levels of perseverance 

and determination are unmatched and 
when sprinkled in with a little bit of 
faith there’s no stopping him. When he 
injured his spinal cord, December 2012, 
getting up and recovering just became 
another workable objective he was sure 
to achieve. Since then, he has traveled 
the world evaluating and participating 
in the most groundbreaking clinical 
trials and translational biomedical 
breakthroughs known to date. Today he 
is in LA working alongside Dr. Reggie 
Edgerton, the worldwide leader of 
SCI research, to show the world that 
Everything is Possible.

Ignacio Montoya – Los Angeles, CA
Cal State LA – M.S. Kinesiology – Spring 2022
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Jack started swimming at the age of six 
and spent two summers on a summer 
league swim team before moving on to 
a year-round club where he specialized 
in backstroke and middle-distance 
freestyle. Jack was born with congenital 
deformities in his left leg that required 
many surgeries to fix. After almost 
10 years of trying to save his  leg, Jack 
decided that having his leg amputated 
above the knee was the best decision. 
He returned to the pool just weeks after 
the amputation and grew to become an 
advocate for athletes with disabilities 
as well as an outstanding swimmer and 

triathlete. Jack qualified for USA Para-
swimming nationals at the age of 10 
and went on to second-place finishes at 
both the USA Para-swimming and USA 
Triathlon para-nationals.  As a high school 
swimmer, he was the first athlete with a 
disability to qualify for the Colorado State 
Championships under able-bodied time 
standards. Jack was recruited to swim 
at the University of Wyoming by Head 
Coach Dave Denniston, a 2008 USA 
Paralympian in Swimming. Denniston, 
being very familiar with Swim with 
Mike, recommended that Jack apply for 
the scholarship.

Jack O’Neil – Colorado Springs, CO
University of Wyoming – B.A. Journalism – Spring 2025

Growing up in the LA area and 
competing in volleyball, Joe was aware 
of Swim with Mike and how wonderful 
the program was.  He never thought 
he would be in a place where it would 
directly affect him.  Joe played both 
beach and indoor volleyball at the 
club and high school level his junior 
and senior years on the Loyola High 
School varsity.  After graduation he 
went on to Texas Christian University 
and continued to play recreationally.  
On November 5, 2020 while he was just 
finishing up his first semester at TCU, 

Joe was in a serious automobile accident 
and was thrown from the vehicle.  Two 
collapsed lungs, 2 shattered vertebrae, 
2 broken shoulder blades, 7 fractured 
ribs, a fractured hand and a brain injury 
were the result.  After several weeks in 
the hospital, Joe transferred to Craig 
Hospital for rehab.  Upon returning 
home he found that family and friends 
had retrofitted the family home.  He 
was able to finish up the semester 
while at Craig and went on to finish his 
second semester online from home.  Joe 
returned to TCU in the Fall of 2021.

Joe Radanovich – Westchester, CA
Texas Christian University – B.A. Finance/Management – Spring 2024

Nadia comes from a family of 
swimmers and swimming coaches and 
started competitive swimming at 5.   
Nadia enjoyed success in Softball, but 
Swimming became her passion as she 
began competing year-round. At 14, 
Nadia’s health began deteriorating; on 
New Years Day 2017, she woke up with 
a severe headache that never stopped. In 
and out of the pool became in and out 
of the hospital, with headaches, nausea, 
falling, and uncontrollable heart rate, 
but no relief or answers. After extensive 
medical travel, Nadia was finally 
diagnosed with several severe maladies 

leading to urgent surgery, stabilizing her 
neck and skull.  Eventually, she returned 
to school, but not to competitive 
swimming. Fortunately, her coach asked 
her to join his staff at York Swim Club 
where she spent four years as a young, 
but inspiring coach.    Even without 
range of motion in her neck, Nadia’s 
perseverance allowed her to begin 
training again, and even compete for her 
High School team which won the 2021 
Virginia State Championship!   After 
high school graduation, Nadia moved 
on to the University of Georgia to study 
Sustainability.

Nadia Burns – Falls Church, VA
University of Georgia -B.A. Fashion Merchandising & Sustainability - Spring 2025
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Returning Recipients

Jonathan’s parents migrated from Peru to 
Virginia in the 1980’s where he was born 
and raised. In Virginia, he grew up with his 
life centered around sports. He participated 
in swimming, taekwondo, baseball as well 
as basketball and soccer. After attending 
basketball summer camp at Bishop Ireton 
High School, he could never put down a 
basketball. After high school, he was a bit 
torn between working full-time and going 
to college, and on May 28, 2012, his life 
changed dramatically. He dove into the 
shallow end of a pool shattering his C-5 

vertebrae. Two years later, he moved across 
the country to attend Project Walk where 
he is thriving in therapy and helping others 
by sharing his experiences and translating 
for Spanish speakers. Jonathan hopes to 
become a Creative Designer finished his 
Marketing degree at San Diego State and 
is now a graduate student at USC in the 
Iovine and Young Academy. Jonathan 
learned about the Swim with Mike family 
from his physical therapists at Project Walk 
whom all believed he was ready to take on 
new goals.

Jonathan Jimenez - Alexandria, VA/San Diego, CA
USC - San Diego State University

M.S. Integrated Design, Business and Technology, Fall 2023 - B.A. Marketing, Spring 2021
USC Iovine and Young Academy

Abigail was always an active child 
participating in ballet, cheerleading, soccer, 
t-ball and cross country. She was diagnosed 
with idiopathic scoliosis when she was 11 
years old. In September of 2012, she had 
a spinal fusion performed.   During the 
operation, an error occurred. Abby came 
out of the surgery with a spinal cord injury 
that resulted in a loss of motor function 
from the waist down. After intensive 
physical therapy, Abby has been able to 
regain her ability to walk. However, due to 
the damage done during the surgery she is 

unable to participate in the sports she once 
loved. Instead of participating in the sports 
above, she became team manager of her 
high school Cross Country team so that she 
could remain involved in sports. Abby also 
became involved in community service at 
her local library.   She was inducted into 
the National Honor Society and Spanish 
Honor Society while in High School. Abby 
graduated from Liberty University with a 
B.S. in Psychology and went on to pursue 
her M.E.D. in Counseling at the University 
of Lynchburg.

Abigail Curtis - Independence, KY
University of Lynchburg 

Jake played football for most of his 
life starting at seven years old and on 
through San Ramon Valley high school 
where he played offensive and defensive 
line, achieved All-League honors and 
was named Senior Team Captain. Also, 
an outstanding student, he had several 
collegiate opportunities but chose Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo for their football and 
engineering programs. On the day prior to 
his high school graduation, Jake broke his 
neck diving into a pool. Paralyzed from 
the chest down he was down but not out. 
A month after his accident he enrolled in a 

clinical trial where ten million embryonic 
stem cells were injected directly into his 
spinal cord. He later spent seven months 
at Craig Hospital in intensive rehab. After 
delaying college for a year of rehabilitation 
Jake changed his major from Mechanical 
to Biomedical engineering where he hopes 
to help progress the field of regenerative 
medicine. Jake was #70 on the football 
roster at Cal Poly and while he could not 
participate on the field, he assisted the 
team and the coaches from the sidelines.  
Jake graduated and went on to pursue his 
M.S. at Duke University.

Jake Javier - Danville, CA
Duke University – Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
M.S. Biomedical Engineering, Fall 2023 - B.S. Biomedical Engineering, Spring 2021



In Memoriam

Jack Cameron

Ron Orr
Executive Director and Co-Founder
Swim with Mike Foundation

Long-time Swim with Mike friend, Jack Cameron, passed 
peacefully in September. We remember him as a true Renaissance 
man – an accomplished businessman, physics and math whiz, 
talented athlete, youth sports coach and deeply devoted to the 
SwM program since its inception. 

Jack was a member of the Beta Theta Pi fraternity at USC, but 
his education was cut short when he was drafted to serve in the 
Korean War. Returning stateside, he married the love of his life, 
Barbara, and began his life-long career of building homes by 
founding JCC Homes.

Jack was CEO of JCC Homes for over 50 years, and the company 
built more than 5,000 homes throughout Southern California 
and Hawaii. 1,500 of those homes were on the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula. Jack also built the Palm Desert Tennis Club in 1973 
and the Los Caballeros Racquet and Sports Club in 1977, which 
is the largest privately owned sports club in the country.

Jack and Barbara were residents of Rolling Hills Estates, where 
they raised their five children, for 60 years. 

“Jack and Barbara Cameron have been very generous supporters of Swim with 
Mike since our 1981 beginning. They were honored with our 5th Annual SwM 
Volunteer of the Year Award in recognition of their active involvement. Our kind 
friend, Jack, will be greatly missed by the SwM Family.”

SwMF Board member Fred Uytengsu visits with SwMF scholarship recipients Natalie Fung (USC M.S. Communications/Data 
Science 2023) and Dillon Connolly (USC MBA Entrepreneurship & Innovation 2022) at the USC Homecoming football game. 
Natalie and Dillon’s tickets were graciously donated by SwMF friend Elise Ebbert.
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Over $25 Million raised in scholarship support since 1981

$772,000 Total scholarship dollars awarded in
          academic year 2021-22

52 Current scholarship recipients in academic year 2021-22

40 Nationwide Universities in academic year 2021-22

271 Total scholarships granted since 1981

60 Sports represented

142 Nationwide universities represented

SAVE THE DATE

Swim with Mike
BY THE NUMBERS

Saturday, April 9, 2022
Uytengsu Aquatics Center

SwM Wheelchair Basketball Tournament
April 8 & 9, 2022

Lyon Recreation Courts

Official Hosts - USC Helenes and Trojan Knights

            Presenting Sponsor Jersey Mike's Subs

41st      Annual 

Physically Challenged Athletes Scholarship Fund 

PO BOX 51000 PASADENA, CA 91115  • NEW PHONE NUMBER: (626) 390 -7675 
Please check out our website at www.swimwithmike.org

to learn more about our fundraising activities.

SWITH WITH MIKE FOUNDATION


