
Industry Terminology  
Agripreneur  

An agripreneur is an entrepreneur whose business is agriculture-related. These are people who may 
have no previous experience, commonly migrating from other fields of work and bringing their unique 
skills with them. TAPKIT agronomists have served people from all walks of life- retired couples, graphic 
designers, and even professional chefs, all to fulfill their dreams of agripreneurship!  

Agronomics/Agronomy 

Agronomy is the production and use of plants in agriculture for food, fiber fuel, recreation, and land 
restoration.  

CEA 

When a grower alters the growing environment, they participate in CEA- Controlled Environment 
Agriculture. Shade cloths put over a garden, automatic lighting systems, and indoor growing are all 
considered CEA. CEA structures protect plants from the environment to allow for year-round growth, 
increasing yield, reducing pest pressures, and allowing a grower to provide everything a plant needs 
themselves.   

CSA 

Community Sponsored Agriculture (CSA) is when a consumer does not purchase specific crops from a 
grower but instead buys a 'share' of the greenhouse. They receive a portion of the produce that is 
available at every harvest. This is a way for a consumer to regularly receive various local crops while also 
shouldering the business's burdens alongside the grower.  

EC 

Water in its purest form cannot conduct electricity; water-soluble compounds, like fertilizers, must be 
added for the water to gain the ability to do so. Electrical conductivity (EC) is a unit of measurement that 
agronomists can use to test the amount of those soluble nutrients in the solutions they formulate for 
their plants. TAPKIT agronomists recommend an EC to a grower operating a TAPKIT hydroponic business 
so you can ensure the perfect amount of nutrients in your water that are available to the plant. 

Fertilizers 

Plants require nutrients like nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium to fuel their growth. A fertilizer is a 
solid or liquid substance used to provide nutrients to a plant in an accessible way. 

Food miles 

A unit of measure to showcase how much distance a crop travels from production to the end consumer. 
Advertising crops with low food milage is a way to build a brand based around sustainability, freshness, 
and community. Consumers will sometimes adhere to a ‘100 mile diet', which can be problematic in the 
winter, as most leaf crops crucial to their diets can only be produced en masse by larger, distant farms 
that ship goods to chain outlets. That’s where your TAPKIT comes in! 



Hydroponics 

Hydroponics is the art of growing without soil. Instead of soil providing nutrients and oxygen, 
hydroponics units use water to transport nutrients and fresh oxygen to roots.  

Medium 

The term used to describe where a plant develops its roots. This can be used to describe soil or soilless 
mediums like peat moss. Hydroponic greenhouses use soilless medium because of their sterility and 
compatibility with nutrient solutions. 

NFT 

Nutrient Film Technique (NFT) is a type of hydroponics that uses flat-bottom troughs to deliver nutrient-
rich water to a plant's roots. The water flows in a thin sheet, or film, which keeps the roots moist and 
allows the gas exchange necessary to fuel a plant's growth. 

Nutrient Solution 

The nutrient solution, or 'solution,' are the terms agronomists use to describe the product of mixing 
fertilizers with water. Nutrients in a solution are available to the plant because they are dissolved into 
the water for transport to a plant's roots. 

Oasis Foam/ Horticubes 

Another soilless media- biodegradable foam. Compared to peat, it has similar water-absorbing 
capabilities and is biodegradable while also being more sustainable than harvesting peat from bogs. 
TAPKIT agronomists are currently testing and researching its capabilities in a TAPKIT business. Stay 
tuned! 

Peat Moss 

Peat moss is an organic material extracted from bogs and commonly used to amend soil or start seeds. 
TAPKIT agronomists chose peat moss to recommend to customers because of its impressive water 
holding capacity, as well as its ease of use and biodegradable nature.  

pH 

pH is the term given for measuring the hydrogen ions that determine the acidity or alkalinity of a 
solution on a scale from 1 to 14. The plant uses hydrogen ions to make certain nutrients available to its 
roots, meaning a balanced pH is essential. The fertilizers agronomists use for their plants change the pH 
of the solution, meaning you must add an acid to ensure the pH balance necessary for all nutrients to 
remain accessible to the plant. 

Vermiculite  

A naturally occurring mineral. Vermiculite can help aerate a medium and retain water and nutrients. You 
will use it to cover your seeds to keep them moist and accelerate germination.   

 



 

 

 

TAPKIT Greenhouse Terms 
Retrofit 

 TAPKIT agronomists have designed a kit for prospective growers who already own a large 
greenhouse. Provided the structure is at least 30x90, the kit can be installed in that greenhouse. It is 
perfect for wholesale growers who want supplementary income during the off-season, family farms who 
wish to turn their production up to 11, conventional growers looking to change their greenhouses to a 
more reliable form of production, and many other applications!  

Greenfield 

Our Greenfield kit is for individuals who do not have access to a greenhouse. TAPKIT experts can install a 
greenhouse onto your property as soon as it's leveled and graded and all permits are in place. 

i-Droponics  

The i-Droponics app is a culmination of over 60 years in agriculture and over 20 in hydroponics. It is a 
tool that TAPKIT agronomists designed to simplify the growing process. Growing guides, FAQ, nutrient 
formulation information, and more are all within the palm of your hand. The app comes free for your 
first year with the purchase of any TAPKIT unit.  

Germination Chamber 

Germination chambers are structures designed to hold in heat and moisture to create optimal 
conditions for germination. You can expect seeds to say in the chamber for 1-4 days. 

Nursery Tables 

Once your seeds have developed a proper root system, they are ready to be stored on the nursery 
tables in the sunlight! This is a designated spot for seedlings to grow until they enter the growing 
troughs. The i-droponics app will help you time your nursery crops so that you can transplant a plant 
from the nursery into the growing trough as soon as you harvest. Seamless production!  

Growing Trough  

Once your plants need more space to mature, they are moved to the growing troughs. These are long 
trays that are angled downward to create a flow that coats roots with a thin yet available solution of 
water and nutrients. Here, plants are brought to maturity and harvested within 3-4 weeks.   


