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Frankford Friends School is respected as a 
model for the advancement of learning and 
empowerment of young minds. We are a 
happy and safe place in which to learn. Our 
intention is to pave the way for continued 
scholarship and academic excellence, while 
helping create a foundation where our diverse 
community of students can thrive, becoming 
the leaders of their generation. 

Our School is an extraordinary meeting of 
the timeless and the innovative, of security 
and growth, of nurture and challenge, a 
place where children learn to question, to 
explore, and take responsibility, becoming 
the architects of their destiny. Frankford 
Friends School has an enduring history, a 
legacy of inquiry and intellectual engagement 
for generations of students spanning three 
centuries. We grasp the significance of guiding 
students to lead and succeed in a changing 
world; we know that information is global, and 
the earth’s population is interconnected and 
interdependent. We are mindful and hold tight 
to the enduring values of caring for the whole 
child - intellectually, emotionally, physically, 
socially, artistically, and ethically, with the 
beauty, support, and comfort of longstanding 
Quaker values and traditions.

WELCOME
At Frankford Friends School, educating children is an immense responsibility and a 
rewarding opportunity. Quaker values create an environment for students to understand 
the relationship between individual learning and their commitment to people and planet, 
and to integrate excellence, character, and integrity into their lives. A Frankford Friends 
School education is about more than knowledge; it is about developing a questioning 
spirit; it is about the fostering of a deep sense of social responsibility. Our students are 
happy, humble, and engaged. They care deeply about each other and their community.

We are dedicated to making a lasting difference in the lives of the young students who 
attend Frankford Friends School and to the families that entrust their children to us. We 
prepare students for success in high school and in their lives beyond. We provide a big 
world in a small school environment.

A Big World in a 

   Small School

In a comfortable but dynamic city setting, 
with an eclectic harmony of modern and 
historic architecture, Frankford Friends 
School looks different from other schools. 
Open its doors, and you will find it sounds 
different as well.



A world of 
 Knowledge

At Frankford Friends School, language arts, mathematics, science, Spanish 
and social studies are the foundation around which a rich interdisciplinary 
and multicultural curriculum is built. As life is multidimensional and 
interconnected so too is our engaged learning process. Through our 
innovative Project-Based Learning program, we strive to help children 
to become lifelong learners and emphasize personal responsibility and 
appreciation of knowledge.

Children learn by doing, and we activate this process by eliciting collaboration 
and connection between the material studied to real world events and issues. 
Teachers and students learn in tandem to expand educational engagement 
through activities, experiments, journals, and creative projects that explore 
matters not only of the mind but also of the heart. 

Our curriculum promotes excellence in academics and the arts, while 
promoting physical wellness, and social emotional growth through the 
nurturing of the whole child. We emphasize peaceful non-violent response 
to conflict as well as the development of responsibility and a commitment 
to benefiting our local and global communities. Throughout our program, 
Frankford Friends balances intellectual challenge with creative expression 
and risk-taking while celebrating the exuberance and joy of children learning.

Project-Based Learning Advantage —

The collaborative approach is often more 
difficult, but is ultimately more dynamic. It adds 
a degree of complexity while fostering more 
meaningful preparation for the real world, and is 
thus more rewarding for the student.



Frankford Friends students learn to identify problems and take 
action to develop solutions. They build and shape their world 
through experiential learning that encourages each child to take 
ownership of their academic endeavors and outcomes.

Project-Based Learning — 

Project-Based Learning has grown from a seed program to the centerpiece of our 
curriculum. Through this active and engaged learning process, we see that our students 
are becoming adept analytical learners and advanced critical thinkers, They consistently 
demonstrate a deep understanding of what it means to be active and positive agents of 
change, taking responsibility to improve the world around them. 

 
Our Project-Based Learning program is anchored 
by our new IDEA Lab which serves as the core 
space designated for collaborative programming to 
stretch the learning and inspire team building. Here, 
students and teachers work together doing research 
in the Mezzanine, drafting in the brainstorming zone, 
engineering, and building prototypes. Students dig deep, 
getting their hands dirty while gaining confidence to 
explore the world around them and presenting their 
work for all to see.

Projects offer real-world content, tasks, tools, and 
impact. We use the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) as a blueprint for engaging 
with issues that affect our communities today and in 
the future. Our students investigate complex, real-world 
problems, pose solutions, and develop skills to be active 
change makers in their neighborhoods and beyond.

This innovative program 
is unique within the City 
of Philadelphia, and it is a 
tangible example of one 
way that we happily fulfill 
our mission to educate 
and to inspire the children 
in our care.

INNOVATIVE 



A world of 
 Challenge

Outdoor Education —

Enhancing our academic program is our commitment 
to a robust outdoor learning experience. Located in 
an urban environment, we believe all students who 
live and learn in the city need access to imaginative 
time outdoors away from the classroom. Our outdoor 
experiential education program provides hands-on 
field studies and nature play, integrating mindfulness 
and reflective practices, a healthy lifestyle, scientific 
inquiry, and environmental stewardship. Retreats, 
hikes, all-school outdoor expeditions, and farm trips 
provide opportunities to explore as a community, 
recharge, and fall in love with nature. 

Our faculty utilizes a curriculum that asks 
students to think conceptually, to demonstrate 
understanding of core concepts in primary 
subjects and then to develop creative 
applications to go about probing beneath the 
surface, to challenge convention and to seek 
out and develop innovative solutions. 

Experienced teachers weave together various 
aspects of subject matter to integrate them 
into project-based themes that cut across 
the curriculum. Visual and performing arts, 
including painting, drawing, sculpture, drama, 
and music complement literature, history, 
geography, mathematics, science and other 
academic subjects creating relationships 
and a deeper understanding of the world as it 
interconnects across academic disciplines.

The outer campus and its surroundings are 
employed throughout the educational process. 
The playground at the NEST, a nearby park, 
Meeting House, gardens, chicken coop, and 
other buildings and grounds on campus serve 

as a living laboratory, enriching opportunities 
for student exploration and creative 
discovery in all aspects of the curriculum.

The science program in particular takes 
full advantage of the outside environment 
including the aviary habitat on campus 
in addition to the trees and surrounding 
terrain in a variety of seasonal and on-going 
projects during the school year. Students 
engage in stewardship activities to help keep 
the neighborhood thriving and help maintain 
area waterways by clearing storm drains and 
cleaning small creek beds.

The Frankford Friends journey requires that 
students extend the effort to meet high 
standards at every stage. Equally important 
is that they contribute to the community that 
supports them. This combination of rigor 
and freedom aligned with purpose helps 
students reach the summit of any mountain 
they choose to climb in their future.



 

IDEA Lab
  Innovation • Design • Engineering • Art

Serving as the hub of creative inquiry is our two-floor IDEA Lab, 
a vibrant environment splashed with abundant light radiating 
opportunities for active student engagement with Project-Based 
Learning. Here students and teachers embrace challenges, collaborate, 
and expand the platforms and corridors which facilitate connection 
with real world issues. This experiential program makes learning 
tangible and remembered, shaping together ideas, prototypes, 
and presentations, and bringing them to the forefront. Within this 
innovative space, students in grades Pre-K through Eight are stepping 
forward and developing solutions to address the needs of a rapidly 
changing world. 

The IDEA Lab’s location is central to its purpose — it sits at the heart of 
the FFS campus, facing the Meeting House. Immediately upon walking 
into the airy, new 2,500 square foot space, it is more than clear: this is 

Teaching Spanish as a second language 
is emphasized in our diverse community. 
Repeated authentic exposure to Spanish 
in real world conversation and experiential 
dialog helps students to acquire the language 
directly, rather than using a textbook to teach 
vocabulary and grammar in a vacuum.

This active language immersion engages them 
in literacy and critical listening, so that they 
will be ready to write and speak in Spanish 
in advanced high school courses. Students 
interact in varied ways with the language and 
are offered multiple opportunities to utilize the 
language in activities across the curriculum. 
Many of our students enter high school at an 
advanced level of competency.

Frankford Friends reputation for academic 
excellence is the result of our dedicated 
teachers, hard-working students, and a 
commitment to provide the caring, hands-on 
support that children need to achieve and thrive. 

The pursuit of excellence and the expectancy 
to do one’s best are endemic to our School. 
At Frankford Friends, learning is a process of 
discovery – one that requires the right tools, 
a positive outlook, and a caring environment. 
We offer an advanced curriculum that flows 
seamlessly from subject to subject and grade 
to grade. Our talented faculty and innovative 
teaching methods, supported by a variety of 
stimulating activities inside and outside the 
classroom, help bring the learning to life. Our 
graduates are well prepared to solve problems 
creatively, communicate effectively, and live 
as productive, responsible citizens. Instilling 
students with a lifelong love and pursuit of 
learning is one of Frankford Friends School’s 
most cherished achievements.

Our highly qualified faculty thoroughly enjoy 
what they do. They know each student deeply 
and understand them for who they are — not 
just as a student, but as an individual with 
interests and abilities. Teachers welcome a 
diversity of personalities, backgrounds, races, 
and cultures enriching the learning experience 
while creating a unified community.

Experienced Faculty

Spanish Language 
Immersion



Artistic expression plays a vital role in our 
approach to educating the whole child. 
Through activities and projects, in the art 
studio, on stage, or at the concert venue, 
students expand their unique sense of 
wonder, expression, and joy. 

Visual Arts – 

Art programming allows FFS students 
opportunities to conceptualize and develop 
their creative vision. They experiment with a 
wide range of materials and techniques, from 
architectural and perspective drawings to 
exploring texture and color management in 
mixed media and 3-dimensional applications. 
They develop trust in budding artistic skills and 
experiment with assorted color palettes toward 
developing their style.

As students advance to Middle School, projects 
become more complex. In sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade, students explore unique 
observation techniques and compositional 
sophistication. Advanced middle school students 

can elect to take a portfolio preparation class 
to work on more intensive pieces and receive 
individual critiques of their work or focus on 
ceramics, paining, fiber arts, and digital graphics.

Performing Arts –
In our Music and Performing Arts classes, we 
challenge our students to explore their artistic 
potential. When a student performs their first 
solo in class or performs on stage in a drama 
production, they gain a new confidence and 
become encouraged and enthusiastic about their 
budding talents and growing abilities. Beyond 
the individual spotlight, we use group instruction 
to guide students to participate in music and 
theatrical ensembles. Students learn to play 
ukulele, piano, xylophone, and recorder, and to 
sing in harmony with a group.

By balancing both individual and collective modes 
of expression, students construct a stronger belief 
in their creative ability. 

A world of 
 Creativity

Art is the process of sharing internal feelings and perspectives with 
others. Artistic expression opens pathways to creativity and enjoyment, 
and creates connections with the world around us while delving into the 
imagination with the freedom to explore and astound. 



A world of 
 Responsibility

Learning at Frankford Friends is a cooperative venture. We believe the 
finest education occurs through an active partnership of faculty and 
students. To achieve this, we challenge every student, faculty, and staff 
member to share fully the gifts that they carry within; to grow in grace 
and wisdom; to develop academically, physically, socially, artistically, and 
spiritually, and to become people of character who value and set out to 
improve the world they inherit. 

Through directed programs reflective of our values, students learn 
responsibility for themselves, each other, and the global community. As 
our students learn and play together in cross-age groupings and resolve 
conflicts through mediation, they learn to appreciate the contributions 
of all members of a community. Whether on or off campus, Frankford 
Friends emphasizes cooperation and encourages students to be 
generous in their support of classmates.

Interaction, responsibility, and respect is expected from every member of 
the School community. This ensures that our responses to life issues are 
reasoned, purposeful, and encouraging of social growth and continuity.

At Frankford Friends, we help students experience joy in 
the journey along the rigorous road to being leaders for 
good in the world.



A world of
 Character

A Frankford Friends education is designed to engage not only our student’s 
minds but also their hearts. We believe that students need to know more 
than just the right answers; they must develop their moral compass 
required to make sound decisions. We stress the importance of character 
education to instill those qualities that define good character: respect, 
responsibility, and integrity. Our mission compels us to develop the values 
and character of our students that enable them to choose service over 
self, awareness over apathy. The merit of a Frankford Friends education is 
measured not only on what one accomplishes, but on the character of life 
to which one aspires.

The social values Frankford Friends imparts to students provides lifelong 
lessons in the importance of helping others and fostering harmony in the 
communities where they live, work, and learn.

At every grade level, students continuously develop skills, knowledge, and 
values that improve their lives and help them understand their relationship 
to the world around them. They also become aware of the responsibility for 
compassionate people to support the larger community and reach out to 
those in need. Through participatory service projects at every grade level, 
Frankford Friends instills the vital connection between good works and a 
great education.

Music

All children benefit from structured physical activity. 
Guided play and organized games provide important 
balance to the rigors of the classroom and teach valuable 
lessons in leadership, teamwork, and discipline. Physical 
activities also improve fitness, alleviate stress, and build 
confidence while promoting sportsmanship and instilling 
pride. Our Physical Education program engages students 
in an array of skill building and athletic development 
opportunities, guiding them to find joy in pursuing an 
active lifestyle. Through a mixture of individual, partner, 
and team play, activities emphasize the social-emotional 
benefits that movement activities bring to our lives. 
Students gain respect for the rules, fairness, and balanced 
competition coupled with a spirit of cooperation, and a 
desire to play for the love of the game.

All class activities incorporate a mixture of instruction, 
movement, and structured play. Our youngest students 
participate in exercises that improve their dexterity, 
coordination, and balance before exploring faster, partner-
based movement activities in the Lower School grades. 
Classes focused on dance, yoga, and group activities 
round out the curriculum and prepare students for the 
team sports and more athletic endeavors emphasized in 
our Middle School program.

Physical Education and Health

Our health and wellness program focuses 
on the mind-body connection to ensure 
optimal wellbeing for the whole child, 
balancing insightful movement therapies 
with diet and nutrition education. 



A world of 
 Involvement
Our Action and Service initiative is integral 
to a Frankford Friends education. Through 
this vibrant community service structure, we 
develop partnerships with people and area 
organizations who are working on identical 
issues that students are exploring in class.

Not only do our students see what action looks 
like, but they come to understand the direct 
connection between learning in the classroom 
and the local initiatives in addressing needs 
within the Greater Philadelphia area. We want 
them to know that every action taken can build 
a better future for life on Earth.

Project-based work, grounded in the study of 
global issues, strengthens students’ skills in 
strategic thinking and provides a feeling of 
social responsibility.

As a community, we have unity of purpose. We are 
enthusiastic about being a school in which every member 
of the community makes a personal commitment to joyful 
learning and the betterment of themselves and the world. 

Students learn how to collaborate with others 
and to communicate effectively by asking 
questions, thinking critically, and listening 
to each other. Our students leave Frankford 
Friends School well-equipped for high school 
and beyond — prepared to let their lives 
speak in the pursuit of lifelong learning, a 
commitment to social justice, and service to 
their communities.



A world of 
 Scholarship

Throughout its history, Frankford Friends School has remained 
committed to nurturing the Quaker testimonies of simplicity, peace, 
integrity, community, equality, and stewardship, so that they resonate 
both within and beyond the classroom. Our students may not always 
be at Frankford Friends, but our School will always be with them.

Teachers dedicate themselves to the intellectual, aesthetic, and moral growth 
of each student. Students in turn, enter into this partnership with a sense of 
responsibility and respect for their classmates and the entire school community. 
Coupled with enduring Quaker values, we engage students with a rigorous 
curriculum that lays the foundation for student success in high school and 
beyond. Recent graduates attend...

Abington Friends School
Academy of Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA)
The Academy at Palumbo
Arts Academy at Benjamin Rush
Central High School
Episcopal Academy
Friends Select School
Germantown Friends School
George Washington Carver High School of Engineering and Science
Masterman High School
Penn Charter
Saint Joseph’s Preparatory School
Springside Chestnut Hill Academy

We are Passionate and Engaged Citizens of 
the City of Philadelphia
As a Quaker school, we commit to teaching students their responsibility to 
serve their communities in meaningful and actionable ways. 



Frankford Friends School believes that there is a Light within each student. 
Our Quaker values provide a foundation that cultivates opportunities for 
students to develop the Light within and to project it outward.

Let your life speak is a Quaker saying that illuminates how we respond 
to societal needs, both local and global as a community. We believe that 
from discussions and actions taken while students are here that they will 
understand the power they have to transform their own lives as well as the 
lives of others. Through learning responsibility for themselves and their global 
community, our students become citizens of the world.

Frankford Friends School is committed to socio-economic diversity, offering a 
robust tuition assistance program and the lowest tuition of any Quaker school 
in the Delaware Valley. We take immense pride in our diverse and inclusive 
community where everyone is welcomed. Students arrive from more than 30 
zipcodes across the city of Philadelphia and surrounding communities.

To learn more, please visit out website at 
www.frankfordfriends.org or schedule a visit– Sign up to attend an 

Open House or tour the campus on a Tuesday evening.

Request Information – Contact the Director of Admissions to learn more 
about Frankford Friends School at admissions@frankfordfriends.org

A world of 
 Appreciation



Frankford Friends School
1500 Oxford Street
Philadelphia, PA 19124


