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AT-A-GLANCE: 
____ 

Fire in the OR is a room-scale virtual 

reality (VR) simulation app using Oculus 

Rift designed to simulate key scenarios 

related to surgical fires. Fire in the OR is 

designed to provide a simulation of real-

world events and to allow users to: 

- Identify fire risks

- Safely practice key skills

- Understand the causes of operating

room fires

Fire in the OR consists of three course 

modules: 

Tutorial: Most learners will be new to 

VR. Health Scholars invested significant 

time in building Fire in the OR for non-

gamer professionals. The tutorial teaches 

learners to interact in VR and provides 

opportunity to practice skills required to 

interact with the environment.   

Fire Triad: The fire triad is a core 

concept in understanding and preventing 

operating room fires. Learners explore 

the room and identify the elements of the 

fire triad. A detailed, interactive debriefing 

is provided to reinforce the concept. 

Fire on a Patient: Learners will practice 

the skill needed to manage and 

extinguish a fire on a patient. After a 

structured, interactive debriefing, learners 

will explore the root cause of the fire to 

understand how this fire could have been 

prevented. 

Expand Your Simulation 
Programs with Fire in the OR 
Virtual Reality 
____ 

Surgical fires are still a patient safety issue and each year  

there are several cases that result in serious injuries or

death. Operating room fires are a constant danger and a 
training requirement your OR team must be competent in.

The use of Virtual Reality (VR) provides a new and unique 

ability to provide high quality simulation-based training that is 

a challenge to administer in traditional simulation at scale. By 

adding VR based simulation, hospital administrators have the 

ability to broadly deploy simulation for OR fires that is cost 

effective and possible at large scale.  

The Health Scholars Fire in the OR Virtual Reality Simulation 

is available as an independent course and is integrated with 

Health Scholars blended learning platform. Click here to learn 

more about Fire in the OR.

Using VR to simulate operating room fire responses is a  

novel and highly-effective use of VR to extend high quality, 

scalable simulation to low occurrence, high risk situations.  

- Supplement – VR provides a rich simulation supplement

to traditional learning.

- Proven Results – Learners who used VR fire simulation

training performed 250% better than those who only had

traditional didactic teaching methods.1

- Scale –VR enables simulation training at a scale not

economically possible in the past.
- Mitigate risk – national guidelines call for training and

drills that VR enables at a lower cost and higher

frequency.
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1 Sankaranarayanan, G., et al.  Immersive virtual reality-based training improves response 
in a simulated operating room fire scenario.  Surgical Endoscopy. Springer Nature 2018. 

https://healthscholars.com/solutions/clinicians/fire-in-the-or/
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Fire in the OR  
Product Overview 
____ 

CAPABILITIES 
• Realistically models fire on patient scenario.

• Provides learners a readiness score, determined by

assessing core competencies throughout the

simulation.

• Ultra-realistic operating room environment.

• 24/7 accessibility and schedule training software to
incentivize repeated practice.

• Turnkey implementation and seamlessly scaled
across small and large organizations.

• Available on the Oculus Quest 2 headset

BENEFITS 
• Learners build confidence and learn critical OR fire

prevention and management.

• Ensure your providers are retaining critical training.
VR learners are 275% more confident to apply skills
after training. (The VR Advantage, 2020)

• Build confidence in your organization’s OR readiness
and easily find and address skill gaps.

• Save your organization crucial training budget. Cost
83% less than traditional mannequin simulation
training. (Katz, 2020)

• Reduces time providers are out of service to train
and can be completed during down time.

• Provides .75 CE continuing education hours per
year.

Contact us at info@healthscholars.com to schedule a demo 
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