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Welcome to the Danbury POCD Focus Group Meeting!
• This is a Zoom webinar, so all members of the public that are attending but are 

not invited participants are automatically placed on mute and cameras are 
disabled.

• If you are an invited panelist, you will be able to unmute yourself and your camera 
will be operative.

• To preserve bandwidth for a smoother meeting experience, you may need to 
close other programs on your computer during this session

If you have a technical question, please click 
on the Q&A icon at the bottom of your screen 
to send it to us at anytime during the meeting



Agenda
1. Introduction and overview of the planning process (5 min.)

2. Review of high-level findings from assessment of (20 min.)

3. Review of feedback received from the online survey (5 min.)

4. Review of feedback received from workshops (5 min.)

5. Discussion (45 min.)



Plan Development
• The State of Connecticut requires 

municipalities to update their POCD at least 
once every ten years.

• Danbury’s plan was last updated in 2013
• The Plan is being guided by the Department 

of Planning and Zoning and an Oversight 
Committee comprised of 20 members.

• Oversight Committee meeting materials are 
available online at danburypocd.com.

• Danbury’s Planning Commission is 
responsible for approving the POCD and the 
City Council will be engaged in this process.

• The plan will be completed and approved by 
the end of this year (2022).



Danbury’s residents are highly dependent on 
the roadway network for getting to work

• 75% of residents drive alone to work
• Only 4% use public transportation to 

commute to work
• Only 2% of residents walk to work
• Nearly 0% of residents bike to work
• How will COVID impact these 

commuting trends and Danbury’s 
transportation needs?
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Danbury’s Local Road Infrastructure

• Danbury has fewer miles of roadway 
per resident than both Fairfield 
County and the State.

• Keeping this figure low is 
advantageous to the City as it 
reduces maintenance cost of 
roadways.
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Roadway Safety

• Roadway collisions in Danbury 
average above 3,000 incidents per 
year.

• Danbury’s crash rate has closely 
mirrored the State’s over the past 
decade.

• The 2020 reduction is pandemic 
related.
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Roadway Safety

• Crashes are strongly associated with 
areas that have the highest traffic 
volumes and the greatest density of 
intersections.

• This includes:
• Downtown Danbury
• I-84
• Route 7
• Newtown Road

Source: CT Crash Data Repository



Roadway Safety

• Bicycle and pedestrian crashes are 
concentrated in Downtown and a 
few other locations spread across 
the middle of the City.

Source: CT Crash Data Repository



Transportation Plans and Studies: WestCOG
Regional Safety Plan
• 3 high-crash corridors in Danbury were identified:

• CT-37, US-6/US-202, White Street

• 9 high-crash Intersections Identified:
• US-6/US-202 (Lake Extension)/Lake avenue and Segar 

Street/I-84 on-and off-ramps
• White Street and CT-53 (Main Street)
• White Street and Balmforth Avenue/Patriot Drive
• Garamella Boulevard/Franklin Street and CT-53 (Main 

Street)
• Garamella Boulevard/Osborne Street and Balmforth Avenue
• White Street and Wildman Street/Locust Avenue
• CT-39/CT-53 (Main Street) and CT-37 (North Street)/Downs 

Street
• CT-39 (Main Street) and Hillside Avenue
• CT-39 (Main Street) and Golden Hill Road

• Countermeasures recommended for 5 roadways:
• Franklin St, Stadley Rough Rd., Coalpit Hill Rd., Shelter Rock 

Rd., CT-37



Transportation Plans and Studies: I-84
The I-84 Danbury Project is a Connecticut 
Department of Transportation (CTDOT) initiative to 
reduce congestion and improve the mobility of 
people and goods in the I-84 corridor in greater 
Danbury.
The project has the following goals:
• Increase highway capacity
• Improve highway access, safety and operations
• Enhance mobility
• Connect City with regional destinations
• Improve multimodal connections

• Commuter parking
• Bicycle and pedestrian travel 
• Transit connections
• Improve local and regional commerce and 

freight mobility



Transportation Plans and Studies: Danbury 
and New Fairfield (Route 37) Corridor Study
The major objectives of this study were to 
• Discover solutions to alleviate traffic congestion levels
• Improve pedestrian mobility
• Promote healthy and environmentally friendly modes 

of transportation. 
Specifically, the following improvements were 
considered:
• Reduce congestion in key sections during peak hours
• Improve safety at problem intersections,
• Provide adequate paved shoulder widths,
• Provide safe pedestrian connections (sidewalks, 

crosswalks, etc.), and
• Explore feasibility for a potential multi-use trail / side 

path between Saw Mill Road and Bear Mountain 
Reservation.



Transportation Plans and Studies: CT Active 
Transportation Plan (Bike / Ped)
• Statewide DOT Plan
• Plan designates multiple potential 

bike routes in Danbury:
• Route 37
• Route 53
• Route 202
• Federal Road, White Street, 

West Street / Lake Street



Still River Greenway

• The Still River Greenway Route is a 
conceptual bicycle greenway route 
through Danbury connecting 
Ridgefield

• Various segments of the trail currently 
exist in Danbury as hiking trails

• The vision is to develop a trail that is 
accessible to bicyclists and 
pedestrians



Danbury’s 
Transportation 
Infrastructure
• Extensive network or local 

roadways, state highways, an 
interstate highway, commuter and 
freight rail



Bridges

• According to the National Bridge 
Inventory, Danbury has 93 bridges, 
both local and State that range 
from “Good” to “Poor” conditions.

• Ongoing bridge projects are funded 
through the City CIP and State 
programs.



Railroads
• Danbury’s rail corridors include the 

Housatonic Railroad and the 
MetroNorth Railroad.

• The MetroNorth Branchline service 
currently terminates in Downtown 
Danbury.

• Extension of MetroNorth service 
to/from NY along the Housatonic 
Railroad is currently being studied 
by NYMTC for feasibility.



HARTransit
• Danbury is served by seven HART 

routes.
• The Pulse Point is located in 

Downtown Danbury.
• Like other transit systems, the 

HART system has been impacted 
by the pandemic, however ridership 
is expected to rebound.

• Funding this system continues to 
be a challenge.

• Ongoing discussions to relocate 
the Pulse Point adjacent to train 
station on Eversource property.



Sidewalk Network

• Danbury’s sidewalk network is 
concentrated in its Downtown.

• Surrounding neighborhoods have 
little sidewalk infrastructure.

• Zoning regulations support the 
development of new sidewalks with 
projects.



Bicycle Infrastructure

• The City has very little infrastructure dedicated 
to bicyclists (bike lanes, shared use paths, etc).

• The 2012 Greater Danbury Regional Bike Plan 
indicates that the greatest area of bicycling 
demand is found in downtown Danbury and 
along the I-84 corridor.



Questions or comments about transportation 
in Danbury?



Additional City Infrastructure

In addition to its transportation 
infrastructure, Danbury has extensive 
infrastructure that is managed by the 
City.  This includes:
• City stormwater system
• City water supply system
• City wastewater system



Stormwater 
Infrastructure
• The City’s stormwater infrastructure 

is extensive and is provided along 
almost all of Danbury’s roadways.

• LID measures and other forms of 
mitigation are under consideration 
by the City.



Water Distribution 
System Service Areas
• Danbury is served by the City’s water 

supply system, private water company 
systems (Aquarion), and community 
systems associated with residential 
associations.

• Service areas are classified by elevation. 
(low through super extra high)



Water Distribution 
System
• The Danbury Water Division of the Public 

Utilities Division produces about 6.5 million 
gallons of water per day.

• The water supply system consists of 8 
reservoirs, 1 well site, 2 water treatment 
plants, 14 pump stations, 9 storage tanks, 
200 miles of water pipe, and 2100 fire 
hydrants.

• The current population served by the DWD is 
approximately 65,000 people (76%) of the 
City’s population.



Sewer Service Area 
and Sewersheds
• Approximately half of the City is served by 

the City’s sewer service.
• The northeast, northwest, and southern 

areas of the City do not have sewer 
infrastructure and are dependent upon 
private or community systems.



Danbury Water Pollution Control Plant

• The Danbury Water Pollution Control Plant provides 
wastewater and septage treatment for Danbury, Bethel, 
Brookfield, Ridgefield, Newtown, New Fairfield, Redding, 
Bridgewater, and some out of region towns. 

• The facility currently treats an average wastewater flow 
of 9 million gallons per day and an average septage 
load of 10 million gallons per year.

• A recent $100 million upgrade was conducted to:
• Comply with new discharge limits for phosphorus
• To allow for continued expansion and growth of the 

service area out to 2040
• To replace equipment systems that were not 

performing adequately or were in need of 
replacement/renovation for effective and efficient 
plant operation



Questions or comments about the City’s 
infrastructure?



Online Survey

• Over 1,200 responses received
• Promotion via social media, 

POCD website, press releases, 
email blasts, and through 
Danbury Board of Education

• Spanish and Portuguese 
language surveys were 
provided.



Online Survey: Transportation

How do you get around 
Danbury? (select all that apply)



Online Survey: 
Transportation
What type of transportation 
improvements are needed in 
Danbury? (select all that apply)



Questions or comments about the survey?



Public Workshop Break Out Session Findings
• An in-person public workshop was conducted on 

12/2 at the Palace Theater.
• A virtual public workshop was conducted on 

12/9.
• Participants of the workshops were asked to 

participate in topic-based discussions to identify 
issues and ideas relevant to each topic.

Issues Ideas



Transportation: Issues
• Development in City does not properly plan for transportation impact

• Growing west side of city constraining critical transportation facilities in the area, 
especially Mill Plain Road.

• General sentiment that you “cannot get there from here” due to increased traffic 
pressure in town.

• Recognition that I-84 has a massive impact on traffic and quality of life with regards 
to transportation options in the City.

• I-84 impacts on local travel
• Recognition that I-84 has a massive impact on traffic and quality of life with regards 

to transportation options in the City.
• Sidewalks need improvement

• Lack of sidewalks in key areas such as near DHS
• Deteriorated sidewalks in many locations.

Issues identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Transportation: Issues
• HART Bus service is limited.

• Hours of service and frequency difficult to use.
• Limited amenities at bus stops.
• Limited usefulness for transfer to Metro-North.
• Routing difficult to understand, and takes a lot of time.

• Inter-City Bus no longer serving Danbury.
• Peter Pan no longer services Danbury, no other inter-city bus service.

• Commuter rail service is limited.
• Connections to rail services are difficult, parking is expensive and full, few public 

transportation options exist.
• Lengthy service to NYC.
• Lack of service from New Milford to Danbury. 
• Diesel trains layover idling downtown for hours – noise + pollution complaints.

Issues identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Transportation: Ideas
• Plan for transportation impacts related to development

• Carefully balance the impact on quality of life issues such as traffic.
• Comprehensively study local travel corridors city-wide – North, South, East, West, and 

develop a plan to handle existing traffic and future growth.
• The City should pair economic development with comprehensive transportation plan.

• I-84 
• Current I-84 plans are generally supported.
• Need to mitigate cut-through traffic in neighborhoods that is diverting from I-84.
• Better accommodate local traffic on City streets.

• Pedestrian
• Add sidewalks to Danbury HS, Danbury Mall, Mill Plain Road and near busy bus stops
• Pursue grant funding for sidewalk improvements to existing facilities.

Ideas identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Transportation: Ideas
• City Bus

• The existing Brewster shuttle is a positive example of new service.
• Expand hours of service and frequency.
• Simplify routing.
• Install more bus shelters at busy stops.
• Focus on senior and low-income family populations.
• Make HART routes usable for Metro-North Connections.
• Add bus route to New Fairfield. 
• Locate buses in easier spot to connect to Metro-North.

• Inter-City Bus
• Explore/recruit a replacement for Peter Pan.
• Provide one-seat connections to cities such as Waterbury, Bridgeport, New Haven, etc.

Ideas identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Transportation: Ideas
• Rail

• Re-open Danbury Train Station waiting room. Consider coffee shop to support this.
• Electrify Danbury Branch Line.
• Work towards direct service (one seat ride) to NYC via Brewster or New Haven Line –

Regardless of routing.
• Expand rail service to New Milford to support commuting to Danbury.
• Expand parking options for Metro-North.
• Expand/improve bus connections to Metro-North station.

Ideas identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Questions or comments about the workshop 
feedback?



Discussion

• What do you feel are the issues or challenges surrounding transportation 
and infrastructure in Danbury?



Discussion

• What do you feel are the opportunities for improving transportation and 
infrastructure in Danbury?



Discussion

• How can the POCD support maintaining, improving, or expanding 
transportation and infrastructure in Danbury?  What recommendations 
should be made?



Thank You for Participating!

• Visit www.danburypocd.com for 
meeting materials and updates 
regarding the plan.

http://www.danburypocd.com/

	City of Danbury
	Welcome to the Danbury POCD Focus Group Meeting!
	Agenda
	Plan Development
	Danbury’s residents are highly dependent on the roadway network for getting to work
	Danbury’s Local Road Infrastructure
	Roadway Safety
	Roadway Safety
	Roadway Safety
	Transportation Plans and Studies: WestCOG Regional Safety Plan
	Transportation Plans and Studies: I-84
	Transportation Plans and Studies: Danbury and New Fairfield (Route 37) Corridor Study
	Transportation Plans and Studies: CT Active Transportation Plan (Bike / Ped)
	Still River Greenway
	Danbury’s Transportation Infrastructure
	Bridges
	Railroads
	HARTransit
	Sidewalk Network
	Bicycle Infrastructure
	Questions or comments about transportation in Danbury?
	Additional City Infrastructure
	Stormwater Infrastructure
	Water Distribution System Service Areas
	Water Distribution System
	Sewer Service Area and Sewersheds
	Danbury Water Pollution Control Plant
	Questions or comments about the City’s infrastructure?
	Online Survey
	Online Survey: Transportation
	Online Survey: �Transportation
	Questions or comments about the survey?
	Public Workshop Break Out Session Findings
	Transportation: Issues
	Transportation: Issues
	Transportation: Ideas
	Transportation: Ideas
	Transportation: Ideas
	Questions or comments about the workshop feedback?
	Discussion
	Discussion
	Discussion
	Thank You for Participating!

