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Welcome to the Danbury POCD Focus Group Meeting!
• This is a Zoom webinar, so all members of the public that are attending but are 

not invited participants are automatically placed on mute and cameras are 
disabled.

• If you are an invited panelist, you will be able to unmute yourself and your camera 
will be operative.

• To preserve bandwidth for a smoother meeting experience, you may need to 
close other programs on your computer during this session

If you have a technical question, please click 
on the Q&A icon at the bottom of your screen 
to send it to us at anytime during the meeting



Agenda
1. Introduction and overview of the planning process (5 min.)

2. Review of high-level findings from assessment of (20 min.)

3. Review of feedback received from the online survey (5 min.)

4. Review of feedback received from workshops (5 min.)

5. Discussion (45 min.)



Plan Development
• The State of Connecticut requires 

municipalities to update their POCD at least 
once every ten years.

• Danbury’s plan was last updated in 2013
• The Plan is being guided by the Department 

of Planning and Zoning and an Oversight 
Committee comprised of 20 members.

• Oversight Committee meeting materials are 
available online at danburypocd.com.

• Danbury’s Planning Commission is 
responsible for approving the POCD and the 
City Council will be engaged in this process.

• The plan will be completed and approved by 
the end of this year (2022).



Historic Preservation in Danbury
• Increased development brought concerns about loss of historic properties in late 20th 

century
• Danbury Preservation Trust active between 1978 and 1997
• Extensive surveys of architectural properties undertaken between 1979 and 1986
• Historic resources include: 

• The Main Street Historic District (a National Register district)
• 11 individually listed National Register properties
• Other properties on State Register

• Zoning Regulations include restrictions for properties in the MSHD Overlay Zone aimed at 
promoting development that is compatible with the historic character of the District

• Danbury Museum & Historical Society Authority "acquires, preserves, exhibits, and 
interprets Danbury's past." DMHSA Board, Staff and Friends of the Danbury Museum 
work tirelessly to preserve Danbury's rich history and resources



• 132 properties in district when listed 
with 97 historically and/or 
architecturally significant properties

• Inclusive of Danbury’s business, 
institutional and earliest residential 
center

• NR listed 11/29/1983

Main Street Historic 
District



Main Street Historic District

• Commercial, residential, 
and institutional properties

• Georgian, Greek Revival, 
Renaissance Revival, 
Italianate, Gothic Revival, 
Second Empire, 
Richardsonian 
Romanesque, Beaux Arts, 
Georgian Revival, Dutch 
Colonial Revival, and 
Modernistic architecture



Old Library: Designated Historic Property
• In 2008, Danbury Common Council adopted an 

Ordinance designating the Old Library, at 254 
Main Street, a historic property and creating the 
Historic Properties Commission

• Thereafter Danbury was designated a Certified 
Local Government ("CLG") by the State

• CLG status allows application to the State historic 
preservation program for funding for this property 
and other historic properties

• The Old Library was designed by architect 
Lorenzo Wheeler and opened in 1878. It became a 
free library in 1893.

• Now houses the Danbury Music Centre
• Building masonry and interior improvements have 

been undertaken over time
• There exists a mural inside in need of repair; this 

project is listed on the CIP
Image Source: historicbuildingsct.com



Ball and Roller Bearing Company

Image Source: Wikipedia.com

• 20-22 Maple Avenue
• Purchased in 1904 by founders of 

the Ball and Roller Bearing 
Company (established 1909)

• Currently used for offices and a 
church

• NR listed 6/9/1983



Hearthstone Castle

Image Source: tarrywile.com

• 18 Brushy Hill Road
• Erected between 1895 and 

1899
• Designed by architect G.W. 

Dietrich for noted portrait 
photographer E. Starr Sanford

• Only exterior walls remain 
standing, area is currently 
fenced off

• Clean-up underway; future 
use to be determined

• NR listed 12/31/87



Charles Ives House

Image Source: Danbury Museum

• 7 Mountainville Road
• Moved twice, this eighteenth 

century home was the 
birthplace of the noted 
composer

• NR listed 4/26/1976



Locust Avenue School

Image Source: historicbuildingsct.com

• 26 Locust Avenue
• Constructed in 1896
• One of the few 19th century 

schools still in use in CT
• Currently houses Alternative 

Center for Excellence
• NR listed 5/30/1985



Meeker’s Hardware

Image Source: historicbuildingsct.com

• 86-90 White Street
• Began as a tool and feed 

store in 1885
• Served the City for 125 years
• Currently a sporting goods 

store
• NR listed 8/25/1989



New Haven Railroad Danbury Turntable

Image Source: danburyrail.org

• 120 White Street
• The 95' long turntable was 

built for the New Haven 
Railroad yard in Danbury in 
1917

• Used to turn locomotives, it 
serviced a nine-stall 
roundhouse

• NR listed 9/15/2005



Octagon House

Image Credit: Danbury Museum

• 21 Spring Street
• The house was built in 1853
• Purchased by the City in 2015
• Since acquiring, City sought State grants 

and applied matching funds for feasibility 
study, and architectural plans and bid 
specs

• First phase stabilization of exterior 
railings complete, included cataloguing 
of exterior woodwork

• City continues to explore funding 
opportunities for future restoration

• NR listed 5/7/1973



John Rider House

Image Credit: historicbuildingsct.com

• 43 Main Street
• Built in the late 18th century
• Efforts to save the house from 

demolition in the 1940s marked 
the beginning of the historic 
preservation movement in 
Danbury

• NR listed 11/23/1977



P. Robinson Fur Cutting Company

Image Source: Google Streetview

• Oil Mill Road
• The building is the last 

surviving remnant of 
the fur-cutting and 
felt-manufacturing 
sectors of Danbury’s 
hat industry

• Currently residential 
condominiums

• NR listed 11/30/1982



Tarrywile Mansion

Image Source: Wikipedia.org

• Southern Boulevard
• A sprawling Shingle style mansion
• Centerpiece of a 722-acre park
• Currently used for events and 

Tarrywile Park Authority offices
• NR listed 1/6/1988



Union Station

Image Source: historicbuildingsct.com

• White Street and Patriot Drive
• Built in 1903 to serve the 

City’s railroad lines
• Renovated by the City
• Now forms a part of the 

Danbury Railway Museum
• Parking lot events 

include Farmer's Market, 
and Uncle Sam statue

• NR listed 9/25/1986



State Registered Properties and Sites

• The City also has a number of 
properties and sites listed on the 
State Historic Register.  Many, 
but not all of which are also 
listed on the National Register.

Image Source: richterarts.org



Historic Preservation Issues and Management
• Danbury has many properties that have historic significance but are not located within the 

Main Street Historic District or individually listed on the National Register, including cemeteries
• Most of these properties are privately held and their future is uncertain
• There are multiple City-owned properties that are the subject of planned or ongoing repair and 

restoration
• The POCD will support the development of a strategy for the coordinated management, long 

term use, and preservation of City-owned historic resources
• The City supports historic preservation through:

• Regulatory restrictions under the MSHD Overlay Zoning District
• Economic incentives through the tax deferral program that defers the assessment 

increases attributable to the rehabilitation of historically significant properties (limited to 
registered properties and properties in registered districts)

• Historic Properties Commission activities
• Capital Improvement Funding, as appropriate, for maintenance of City-owned properties
• Coordination of activities and funding of building improvements with the Danbury Museum 

and Historical Society Authority



Questions or comments about historic 
resources in Danbury?



Cultural Institutions, Organizations, and Places

Visual and 
Performing 
Arts Venues

Memorials

Museums

Libraries

Cultural/Social 
Organizations



Visual and Performing Arts Venues
• Charles Ives Authority for the 

Performing Arts
• Danbury Music Centre
• Richter Association for the Arts
• Gallery at the Visual and 

Performing Arts Center (WCSU 
Westside Campus)

• Berkshire Hall (WCSU Midtown 
Campus)

• Palace Danbury
• Danbury Green
• Danbury High School Black Box 

Theater

Image Source: The Palace Danbury



Museums
• Danbury Museum and Historical Society 

campus and structures, and The 
Museum in the Streets, Charles Ives 
House under renovation

• Danbury Railway Museum



Memorials
• Danbury War Memorial
• Veteran's Memorial at Rogers Park
• Memorial Park across from Police 

Station (Police & Firefighters)
• Heritage Park at City Hall
• Monument Park
• 9/11 Memorial at Elmwood Park
• Other memorials and statues 

throughout the City

Image Source: waymarking.com



Libraries

• Danbury Library
• Ruth A. Haas Library 

@ WCSU
• Long Ridge Library

Image Source: City of Danbury



Cultural/Social Organizations
• Danbury Music Centre 
• Dominican Community Center 
• Ecuadorian Civic Center
• Filipino-American Association of Western CT
• Hispanic Center of Greater Danbury
• Indian Association of Western CT
• Greater Danbury Irish Cultural Center
• Danbury Italian Club (Amerigo Vespucci Lodge)
• Lebanon-American Club of Danbury
• Polish American Citizens Club
• Portuguese Cultural Center of Danbury
• Richter Association for the Arts 
• City of Danbury Cultural Commission
• And others



Questions or comments about the City’s 
cultural resources?



Online Survey

• Over 1,200 responses received
• Promotion via social media, 

POCD website, press releases, 
email blasts, and through 
Danbury Board of Education

• Spanish and Portuguese 
language surveys were 
provided.



Online Survey
How well does the City support the protection of historic 
and cultural resources in Danbury?



Online Survey
Are there specific historic properties or cultural institutions in Danbury 
that need physical improvement, funding, or other types of assistance?



Questions or comments about the survey?



Public Workshop Break Out Session Findings
• An in-person public workshop was conducted on 

12/2 at the Palace Theater.
• A virtual public workshop was conducted on 

12/9.
• Participants of the workshops were asked to 

participate in topic-based discussions to identify 
issues and ideas relevant to each topic.

Issues Ideas



Cultural and Historic Resources: Issues
• Musicals at Richter (only community theater in Danbury) is deteriorated; they have 

funding but aren’t using it.
• There is no plan for the Octagon House and it’s too costly to bring it up to code.
• Tarrywile Mansion has insufficient funding; they lost revenue due to COVID; they also 

aren’t open enough to the public.
• The Palace Theater should be fully restored; the wall that cut the original space in half 

should be removed.
• The Meekers Hardware building has structural issues.
• Charles Ives Center (an outdoor venue at WestConn) is owned by the State but not used.
• The City let Hearthstone fall apart; need to learn from that so it doesn’t happen to other 

City properties.
• Elmwood Park is underutilized.

Issues identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Cultural and Historic Resources: Issues
• The City needs a community theater downtown; there is nothing to bring people 

downtown in the winter.
• Historic properties downtown aren’t connected, especially at the south end of the historic 

district.
• The City can’t control the preservation/condition of private historic properties.
• Parking meters discourage visitors from coming to the historic downtown.
• There are restrictions on public art (denied application at Danbury Railway Museum).
• There is a lack of cultural institutions in the City.
• The community isn’t aware of cultural opportunities at Western CT State University.
• The City doesn’t have an interest in protecting its arts landmarks (Ives Center is an 

example).
• Lack of transparency/publicity regarding historic and cultural opportunities in City.
• Kids in the City aren’t connected to its history and culture.

Issues identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Cultural and Historic Resources: Ideas
• The City should invest in the trails in town (Ives and Marjorie).
• The Old Courthouse at 71 Main Street (which has been deaccessioned by the State) 

should be used as a museum.
• The City needs to identify what it wants its downtown to be.
• The City needs to preserve the historic core at South and Main Streets (at the south end 

of the historic district); connect historic buildings through an interpretive trail (note: 
another attendee suggested this may already exist); parking would be necessary.

• The City should loosen the restrictions on public art.
• Parking restrictions should be loosened to encourage people to visit the City’s historic 

core.
• The City needs a Historic District Commission with resources and power.
• A plan should be developed to bring arts and cultural institutions to the downtown.

Ideas identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Cultural and Historic Resources: Ideas
• A website should be developed to publicize events at historic and cultural venues around 

town, including those at WestConn.
• There should be more activities downtown; use an app to engage people (geocaching 

was referenced).
• Running races should be held at Tarrywile to bring people to the venue.
• The schools should educate the kids about the historic assets in the City.
• Fundraising should be organized to support historic assets.
• Cultural activities in the City should be more inclusive.
• The City should continue to support the Veterans’ Memorial.

Ideas identified by Break-Out Session Participants



Questions or comments about the workshop 
feedback?



Discussion

• What do you feel are the issues or challenges surrounding historic and 
cultural resources in Danbury?



Discussion

• What do you feel are the opportunities for improving historic and cultural 
resources in Danbury?



Discussion

• How can the POCD support maintaining, improving, or expanding historic 
and cultural resources in Danbury?  

• What recommendations should be made?



Thank You for Participating!

• Visit www.danburypocd.com for 
meeting materials and updates 
regarding the plan.

http://www.danburypocd.com/
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