Putting on Clown Makeup
Pascale Giorgi

Putting on Clown Makeup is an exhibition of new sculptural works reimagining the office as a scene of
baroque drama. In these works the figure of the clown becomes a tragicomic protagonist who suffers
through the self-fulfilling and self-sabotaging work ethic of late capitalism.

In the halo of a spotlight in a darkened room, a Nespresso machine sits waiting to be used. The
audience is invited to make themselves a coffee, and as they press the button to expel an espresso,
the machine roars the apex of the famous operatic aria Vesti la giubba by Ruggero Leoncavallo. As the
shot pours, the music crescendos in the line “laugh, clown!”, and the banality of the office coffee
machine and the baroque drama of the operatic aria unite in the sure sentiment that “the show must
goon”.

Giorgi's exhibition takes its title from the meme “Putting on Clown Makeup”. According to
knowyourmeme.com, “Putting on Clown Makeup refers to a series of memes based on a step-by-step
tutorial guide for applying clown makeup, used to illustrate a person making an increasingly larger
fool of themselves by providing arguments which are deemed increasingly weak or illogical”. The
meme has often been used to critique the neoliberal work ethic, which praises “bootstrap” go-getters
that dedicate themselves to the hustle, whose logic implies a complete subsumption of life into the
realm of work.

Pascale Giorgi is a multidisciplinary artist living in Walyalup Fremantle. In her practice, totems of
classical culture are subverted through humour and the absurd to make way for mash-ups, hybrids
and (lost-in) translations, often drawing from her cultural heritage as an Italo-Australian. Giorgi has
produced experimental festivals, events, writing, and exhibited in solo and group exhibitions, including
at Cool Change, Private Island, Runway, and Perth Festival.
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1 Another Day Lol, 2022, desktop calendar, 5 Cups of Melpomene and Thalia, 2022, glazed

biro, 20x90x180mm. 375 terracotta, dimensions variable. 75 per cup
2 Buffering Please Wait, 2022, video loop, 6 Pagliaccio Serving Set, 2022, glazed

dimensions variable. 300 terracotta, coffee pods, sugar, spoons,

dimensions variable. 625 (for ceramic set,

3 Buongiornissimo, 2022, custom mousepad, not including contents)

5x200x245mm. 150

, : 7 Putting on Clown Makeup, 2022, Nespresso
4 Trickle-down Fountain, 2022, glazed coffee machine, speakers, sound board,

terracotta, water pump, plastic, water,
350%210x210mm. 625 1370x300x300mm. POA

29 Apr - 12 Jun 2022 58 Duncraig Rd, Applecross WA goolugatup-heathcote.com.au
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PLEASE NOTE!!
YOU MUST PRESS BUTTON
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Insert capsule FLOW OF GOFFLE
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Flow speed depends on coffee variety
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EJect capsule (drops into capsule container)

ENJOY!
PLEASE LEAVE YOUR DIRTY GUPS
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