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Akyem Akokoaso, a town in the Ofoase/Ayirebi 
constituency has been gifted with a new Police 
Station built by townsfolk with the support of the 
Member of Parliament (MP) for the constituency, 
Kojo Oppong Nkrumah.

Inspector-General of Police (IGP), Dr. George Akuffo 
Dampare joined the MP to hand over the station to 
the District Police Command. 

At a brief exercise on Saturday, June 11, 2022, Mr. 
Oppong Nkrumah said the facility is part of efforts 
to improve security in the District to compliment 
investments in infrastructure and livelihoods.

“An integral part to the development of any 
community or country is security. That is why we 
have made frantic effort at providing this edifice 
to carter for the security needs of my beloved 
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constituents especially those in Akokoaso and its 
immediate environs,” he said. 

This the Ofoase Ayirebi MP charged constituents 
to also contribute their quotas by supporting the 
Police to effectively fight crime in the constituency, 
since fighting crime is a collective responsibility. 

The IGP who officially opened the facility tasked 
his officers to discharge their duties with dignity 
and respect.

He further urged his men to ensure that the facility 
and other resources made available to the service 
to fight crime in the constituency are properly 
maintained and taken care of.
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RTI Act makes significant strides since 
passage

The Right to Information Act (Act 989) has made 
remarkable inroads since its introduction as the 
law that provides for the constitutional rights 
of persons to access official information held by 
public institutions and relevant private institutions.

The Act which was passed by Parliament and 
assented to by President Akufo-Addo in 2019 
sets an unprecedented framework to access 
information and seeks to strengthen democracy, 
open governance, and sustainable development.

Since its passage, two hundred and forty-seven 
(247) requests for information were received and 
processed in sixty-five (65) public institutions, with 
the Department of Children receiving the highest 
number of requests for information which is 34 
requests. Sixty four per cent (64%) were granted 
while others were refused, deferred, transferred, 
referred or denied in accordance with the Act.

Minister for Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah 
who made this known during the 2021 Annual 
Report presentation on the implementation status 
of the Act on the floor of Parliament last Tuesday 
said this signifies a notable progress. 

He said since the inception of the Act, his Ministry 
has put in place the right structures to ensure 
the smooth operation of the Act noting that part 
of these structures is the RTI Commission which 
sees to the  regulatory and oversight functions of 
the Act. 

“Mr. Speaker, the RTI Commission has begun its 
regulatory and oversight functions in the year 
gone by. The Commission now operates from an 
office complex in Dzowulu, here in Accra to serve 
as its headquarters. It is also in the process of 
setting up at least four (4) zonal offices across the 
country in the year 2022,” he said.

He said for the year under review 2021, the 
Commission received twenty (24) applications 
for review from institutions and individuals who 
were not satisfied with the grounds on which 
they were denied access to information. Out of 
this number, the Commission made six (6) written 
determinations, and eight (8) were settled through 
mediation. The remaining 10 are still under review. 
However, Mr. Oppong Nkrumah noted that despite 
the successes chalked so far regarding the 
implementation of the Act, a lot more needs to be 
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done to ensure that Ghanaians access information 
without any difficulty. 

Pointing out what needs to be done, the Minister 
said the RTI Commission needs significant funding 
to enable it educate the public and promote the 
use of the RTI Act. He said it also needs more 
resources to deepen monitoring and evaluation 
of RTI officers and implementation processes. 
Minister Oppong Nkrumah in his closing remarks 
made a special request to the academic fraternity 
to make use of the Act in sourcing information 
from public institutions. 

“Mr. Speaker, permit me to make a special call to 
academia, students and researchers who often 
complain of difficulty accessing information from 
public institutions for academic research purposes 
to make better use of the RTI Act,” he added.He 
said it is disappointing to notice that there are 
very few requests for information for academic 
studies urging the academic community to make 
use of the RTI Act to deepen data gathering from 
public institutions to inform research and policy 
recommendations.



Government assess impact of economic 
interventions

Government has conducted series of 
engagements with key sector players within the 
Ghanaian economy to assess the impact of the 
economic mitigation measures it introduced in 
March this year. 

The exercise enabled government to determine 
whether or not the measures provided enough 
of a cushioning from the adverse effects of the 
recent global crises.

Minister for Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah 
who spoke to journalists after the three-day 
session said government on the back of these 
engagements will begin to look at what more 
may be done to support Ghanaians during these 
difficult times. 

President Akufo-Addo met his Cabinet Ministers 
at a retreat earlier this year to take stock of the 
effects of the global crises  on Ghana’s economy 
and subsequently outlined response measures. 
The reliefs included the opening of the country’s 
land borders, easing of general COVID-19 
restrictions,  measures to arrest currency 
depreciation and the rising fuel prices occasioned 
by the global economic turmoil and the reduction 
of government expenditure.

The engagements also enabled ministers assess 
the impact of the measures in an anticipation of a 
mid-year cabinet review.

Senior Advisor to the President, Yaw Osafo Marfo 
chaired the engagements and will report to 
cabinet.

Ministers who participated include Minister 
for Agric, Dr. Owusu Afriyie Akoto, Minister for 
Transport, Kwaku Ofori Asiamah, Minister for Local 
Government and Rural Development, Daniel 
Botwe, Caretaker Minister for Gender, Cecilia Abena 
Dapaah, Minister for Trade, Alan Kyerematen and 
Minister for Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah.
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Collaboration is key to keep African 
populations safe - K.O.N to E.U 

European and African institutions have been 
urged to collaborate to ensure the safety of 
African populations. Ghana’s Information Minister, 
Kojo Oppong Nkrumah who urged this at a recent 
EU-Africa Business Summit in Brussels says this 
is needed if Africa is to take its true place as the 
market leader of the future.

Mr. Oppong Nkrumah says Africa which is home 
to a myraid of agro, industrial and technology 
opportunities can only excel if its populations 
are kept safe in the face of growing global health 
challenges.

“We need stronger collaboration between private 
sector health solution companies, domestic 
governments and financing platforms that can 
finance the solutions for domestic governments 
to pay back over a period to ensure that our 
populations are safe and healthy and are able to 
therefore tap into the economic potential that we 
speak so highly about in Africa.  

“What I will be looking forward to is how this 
colloboration can actually work and on the back 
of that, looking to see how in practice it can be put 
on the ground not just in my country Ghana but in 
the 53 other countries to deliver solutions that will 
ensure that in the next decade or two, the risk that 
we are told of which is the season of pandemics 
does not cut short the potential for growth in 
Africa,” the Minister said.   

The advent of the coronavirus pandemic, coupled 
with the geo-political tension between Russia and 
Ukraine has left a significant number of the world’s 
population in acute hunger. Data sourced from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) indicate a 

dramatic worsening of the number of people who 
suffer from hunger in 2020. According to the data, 
up to 811 million people were undernourished in 
2020. 

More than half of these undernourished people 
(418 million) live in Asia; a third (282 million) in 
Africa; and a smaller proportion (60 million) in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. But the sharpest 
rise in hunger was in Africa, where the estimated 
prevalence of undernourishment stands at 21 per 
cent of the population which is more than double 
that of any other region. 

Quite notably, the Russia-Ukraine conflict also 
further worsens the situation with broad-based 
ripple effects on the prices of agricultural produce 
and its associated inflationary pressures as a result 
of the global shortage in fertilizer. 

Minister Oppong Nkrumah says to resolve this, 
Africa needs to be seen as a big and reliable player 
in the global scheme of things. He said as such, 
Africa needs reliable partners and stakeholders 
in the food value chain to be able to positively 
influence food supply. 

The EU-Africa Business Summit is an event 
organized by European Business to promote the 
voices of enterprises in Europe and Africa. The 
Summit provides the perfect environment for 
engaging debates, high-level panel discussions 
and inspiring sharing and steering sessions. 
Around 100 physical guests and over 3000 online 
participants had the opportunity to discuss the 
future of the economic relations between the EU 
and Africa in the prestigious setting of the Palais 
d’Egmont.
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Punish attackers of Journalists severely

Judges have been urged to punish with speed 
and severely perpetrators of attacks against 
journalists irrespective of their social status and 
political affiliations.  

Minister for Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah 
who gave the charge said this is urgently required 
to stem the tide of attacks against journalists in 
the country. 

He was speaking at the opening ceremony of 
a training workshop for judges on the need to 
protect freedom of expression and safety of 
journalists in Ho on Monday, June 20, 2022. 

“The wheels of justice may grind slowly, but My 
Lord Chief Justice, the feedback I have from my 
media colleagues is that we believe some quick 
punitive action targeted at the perpetrators of 
infringements against media practitioners will be 
appreciated.  

“It will be the strongest message to the next 
batch of state and non-state actors that it is not 
acceptable to attack journalists no matter how 
much you disagree with that they say,” the Minister 
said.  

The programme is designed to deepen the 
capacity of judges in dealing with matters of 
freedom of expression and safety of journalists 
and reinforce their expertise towards fighting 
abuses against journalists by ensuring prosecution 
and trial of those responsible for these attacks. 
The training comprises of 25 judges from both the 
High and Appeal courts.  

Also present at the event was the UNESCO 
Country Representative, Mr. Abdourahmane Diallo, 
Representative of the Chief Justice, Professor 
Dominic Dennis Adjei who is also a Justice of 
the Court of Appeal as well as other well-known 
dignitaries.  

Mr. Diallo on his part said the issue of freedom 
of expression and the safety of journalists is a 
very delicate area which demands the attention 
of duty-bearers, arbitration authorities, and the 
security services.  

This he explained is because freedom of 
expression and the safety of journalists are 
fundamental freedoms and indices determining 
how compliant or negligent a country is relative to 
its constitutional provisions on these fundamental 
freedoms. 
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Prof. Justice Adjei underscored the need for a 
collaboration between stakeholders within the 
media space to build a more robust ecosystem 
that ensures that infringements on the safety of 
journalists are reduced to the barest minimum if 
not eradicated entirely.   

The Ministry of Information in addressing the issue 
of attacks on journalists has set in motion a number 
of programmes with the objective of supporting 
the Ghanaian media. The engagements since 
2019, have led to the development of some key 
interventions aimed at supporting the media 
industry confront the key issues it is faced with.  

First is the inauguration of the office of the 
Coordinated Mechanism on the Safety of 
Journalists (CMSJ) under the National Media 
Commission (NMC). Key to the operation of this 
office is the development of a framework for use 
by all stakeholders to create a safe and conducive 
environment for the practice of journalism; prevent 
violence against journalists; protect journalists in 
danger; and prosecute perpetrators of violence 
against journalists. 

The Ministry through its Media Capacity 
Enhancement Programme (MCEP) is also 
providing training for some 250 journalists on 
emerging issues in journalism. This forms part of 
collaborative efforts to support the sector which 
has been challenged in recent times. 

The Right to Information (RTI) has also been 
rolled out in full. This included the training and 
deployment or designation of RTI officers in the 
almost 600 government offices nationwide. It also 
includes the set-up of the RTI commission which 
is today making impressive strides in ensuring 
compliance by public offices to the RTI Act. 

Also, the Ministry facilitated a broad-based 
consultation on a new broadcasting bill which 
will assist state institutions better regulate the 
broadcasting sector.

09




