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Some 250 journalists are set to receive training 
under Ghana’s much touted Media Capacity 
Enhancement Programme (MCEP).

The maiden edition of the programme, themed 
“Equipping the Media to Play an Effective Role in 
our Nation Building” opened in Kumasi on Monday 
January 10, 2022. 

The four-day intensive capacity enhancement 
initiative trained a first cohort of 60 journalists on 
emerging issues in journalism. 

Speaking at the opening of the programme at 
the Manhyia Palace, sector Minister, Kojo Oppong 
Nkrumah underscored the need to bring together 
relevant stakeholders in the industry to regularly 
train practicing journalists, so their capacity is 
enhanced in the area of ethics, professionalism, 
media law, impact journalism, use of digital tools 
and investigative journalism.

He said to ensure the media keeps its high 
standards, the Ministry of Information is happy to 
support stakeholders to execute the programme.

“We, at the Ministry of Information, believe that 
addressing the capacity challenges faced by the 
media in this comprehensive, coordinated and 
regular manner will yield more dividend than 
the occasional support given by stakeholders as 
individuals,” the Minister said.
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This the Minister advised participants to take 
lessons seriously in order to build their knowledge 
base and sharpen their skills to become relevant 
within the space. 

Present at the ceremony was his Royal Majesty, 
the Asantehene, Otumfuo Osei Tutu II, Chairman 
of the MCEP and Rector of the Ghana Institute of 
Journalism (GIJ), Professor Kwamena Kwansah-
Aidoo, US Ambassador Stephanie S. Sullivan, 
Chairman of the National Media Commission 
(NMC), Yaw Boadu-Ayeboafoh, President of the 
Ghana Journalists Association (GJA), Roland Affail 
Monney, Ashanti Regional Minister Simon Osei- 
Mensah and other well-known dignitaries and 
representatives from media umbrella bodies 
such as the Ghana Independent Broadcasters 
Association (GIBA) and the Private Newspaper 
Publishers Association of Ghana (PRINPAG).

On his part, the Asantehene appealed to 
journalists and media owners to protect and 
preserve the unity and stability of our country 
reminding journalists to disabuse their minds of 
misconception and always put the country first in 
their daily reportage. 

He said it is his expectation that with the rolling 
out of the programme, the understanding of 
participants in the field of journalism will improve 
which will help enhance the quality of media 
output in the country.



Asantehene applauds media support 
initiatives

His Royal Majesty, the Asantehene, Otumfuo Osei 
Tutu II has commended Information Minister, Kojo 
Oppong Nkrumah for the introduction of media 
initiatives to equip journalists to play an effective 
role in our nation building. 

The Asantehene who was addressing the opening 
ceremony of the Media Capacity Enhancement 
Programme (MCEP) at the Manhyia Palace on 
Monday, January 10, 2022, praised Mr. Oppong 
Nkrumah for bringing together resources persons 
drawn from leading institutions and media houses 
to collaborate to develop a capacity enhancement 
programme to provide continuous on the job 
training for media practitioners to improve their 
skills.

“It is evident from any close analysis of the media 
terrain today that there may be a yawning gap 
in the conception of many elements within the 
media. As the man with official responsibility for 
information, I applaud the Honorable Minister 
Kojo Oppong Nkrumah for not seeking the path of 
confrontation on the issue. 

“Recourse to education is the appropriate step 
in our circumstance and I am pleased he has 
found this formidable team of experts to kick 
start the educational journey. It is my hope that 
improving the understanding of our practitioners 
will contribute to the enhancement of the quality 
of the media and diminish the sources of concern 
we see today,” he added.

Mindful of the important role the media plays in 
our democratic dispensation, the Asantehene 
appealed to journalists and media owners to 
protect and preserve the unity and stability of 
our country reminding journalists to disabuse 
their minds of misconception and always put the 
country first in their daily reportage. 

The MCEP was a four-day capacity enhancement 
programme organized under the auspices of the 
Ministry of information. With the first cohort of 
60 (250 in all) practicing journalists drawn from 
across the country trained on emerging issues 
in journalism, the programme is set to improve 
the skills of participants, provide a platform to 
support media-introspection on subject related to 
media management, corporate governance, and 
media business models and encourage ethical 
journalism. 

On his part, Mr. Oppong Nkrumah thanked the 
Asantehene for the recognition and promised to 
do more to advance the corridors of journalism 
and media practice in the country.

He charged participants to take the lessons 
seriously to build their knowledge base and 
sharpen their skills for efficient work.
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Ghanaian journalists have been charged to live the 
mantra of ace Ghanaian journalist, Komla Dumor by 
promoting the good from Ghana as the core of their 
mandate.

Minister for Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah who 
charged journalists said Komla’s mantra that ‘there 
is so much to tell about the story of Africa and not 
the usual poverty, war and disease,’  is what should 
guide them to become giants like the former Joy 
FM and BBC journalist. 

He was speaking on the 8th anniversary of the 
passing of Komla Dumor on Tuesday January 18, 
2022.

He said journalists should develop a conscious 
culture beyond holding duty bearers accountable 
and pointing to the ills in society to telling the 
Ghanaian story on their various platforms to unearth 
local opportunities. 

“There is a lot more that we can do in the journalism 
space as we continue to enhance the capacity of 
journalists. I will go back to one of the favorites 
quotations of Komla Dumor that says, “there is so 

much to tell about the story of Africa and not the 
usual poverty, war and disease.” Bring it to Ghana, 
there is so much good going on in this country and 
there is so much to tell about the story of Ghana 
and not the usual accusations, allegations and 
claims that nothing works in this country which 
essentially kills the spirit of entrepreneurship, 
innovation and the can do spirit. 

“Just like Komla lived in those days and promoted 
on the BBC after he had done it on JOY FM that 
we need to unearth Africa’s talent and good news 
and let the world know about it, journalists here 
in Ghana also need to unearth Ghana’s talent and 
good news and share that good news with other 
people to encourage and inspire other people,” 
he added. 

He said journalists play a very critical role in the 
country’s development and as such must make it 
a point to project the potentials they find within 
and not report on sensational issues that damage 
the country’s image on the international stage.



KON writes: We have a responsibility to 
be civil

The past few months in Ghana’s Parliamentary 
history will go down as some of the most 
embarrassing. The best example of West African 
democracy was drowned in regular examples of 
unruly behavior by honorable members of the 
house simply because we disagreed on issues. 
In the chamber from where we were previously 
praised for our respect for the rule of law and 
peaceful civil conduct even when disagreed, we 
are now lampooned as being the example of 
failed leaders.

The chamber of Parliament is designed to be a 
place where the brightest and the best ideas find 
expression. It is set up with elaborate rules aimed 
at creating a conducive environment where 
the representatives of the people deliberate on 
issues of national interest. The  previous seven 
Parliaments are remembered for some of the 
best debates, life transforming policies and tense 
moments. Major disagreements that ensued 
were resolved through various legal means 
such as walk-outs, counter motions, statements, 
public demonstrations and votes. None of them 
degenerated into chaos in the chamber due to 
a disagreement among members. Unfortunately 
the 8th near-hung Parliament is fast degenerating 
into an arena where disagreements are often 
settled through trading of blows.

I am one of those who believe that there is 
absolutely nothing wrong with MPs disagreeing 
on a matter. Indeed if we all agreed on everything, 
this would probably not be a robust democracy. 

But while it is okay to disagree with each other, it 
is not okay to physically obstruct Parliamentary 
business with violence and unruly behavior, simply 
because we disagree. The manner in which we 
are conducting ourselves is frankly shameful and 
condemnable. The manner in which law makers 
are fast becoming the most lawless group in the 
country is simply unacceptable. 

Violence and misconduct in the chamber among 
the Political class, have dire consequences on our 
national fortunes. 

First, it sends a dangerous signal to the populace. 
Not only does it say we are actually not as matured 
a democracy as we claim to be, but it actually 
encourages all levels of our society that violence 
is the best way to settle disagreements. Conduct 
like this undermines the idea that Ghana is a 
peaceful haven in a volatile sub-region. What will 
we as MPs say when the youth in our communities 
resort to violence to settle their disagreements? 
Will we have the moral rights to call them to order?

Secondly, conduct like this affects global 
confidence in our economy and the flow of 
investments into Ghana. This inward flow plays a 
key role in helping grow our economy. Already, our 
international rating has suffered a dip. In the recent 
Fitch downgrade of Ghana’s economy to B- with 
a negative outlook, one of the strong arguments 
that was made in the report was though Ghana 
has a percentile rank above 50 for the respective 
Governance Indicator, what happened in 
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Parliament has the tendency to impact the country’s 
credit profile and reduce investor confidence. How 
can we say we want to grow our economy for the 
benefit of the people, yet be the very ones sending 
signals to the global investor community that we 
are unable to manage our own affairs. 

A third challenge is the kind of precedent we 
set for future parliamentary conduct on how to 
handle disagreements. While we reminisce in the 
intellectual brilliance of the JH Mensahs and the 
Moses Asagas of previous Parliaments, we must 
ask ourselves what sort of legacy of parliamentary 
conduct are we leaving for the 9th and subsequent 
Parliaments? 

For me, the developments in Parliament are not 
even about the e-levy per se. They are about a new 
culture brewing in the legislature which must be 
condemned by all and quickly addressed. They are 
about the belief, that it is okay to use violence and 
physical obstruction to stop parliamentary business 
from proceeding. This new culture if not checked 
will spell doom for our democracy and our body 
politic. If not checked, this culture will characterize 
all other business in future Parliaments. That once 
members disagree on a matter, violence and 
obstruction is the way out.

We as Members have a responsibility to be civil 
in our conduct. Yes we can disagree. Yes we will 
disagree on many matters. But we must be civil 
in how we express our disagreements and how 
we resolve them. We should debate our various 
viewpoints and use the power of reason and 
persuasion to convince one another. And when 
we are done we must take a civil vote on which 
view carried the most of members present and 
voting. Additionally if anyone is displeased with 
even the procedures adopted, there are equally 
acceptable legal ways of raising and having 
that displeasure addressed. Violence, uncivil 
conduct and physical obstruction are totally 
unacceptable.
 
We are guilty of damaging the country’s image 
and democratic record. But we have a chance 
to recover as Parliament resumes sittings from 
today. As has been announced, we in the Majority 
will re-engage our colleagues in the Minority and 
seek to reach consensus on matters we may have 
disagreement on. It is our expectation that both 
sides of the house will approach these matters in 
good faith and in accordance with the laid down 
rules and conventions of Parliament. We have a 
responsibility to be civil, lest we bring down this 
democracy by our own unruly behavior.
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Gov’t holds major town hall meeting on 
E-Levy in Koforidua
Government on Thursday January 27, 2022, held 
its first major Townhall Meeting on the Electronic 
Transactions Levy (E-levy) in the Eastern Regional 
capital, Koforidua. 

The exercise forms part of series of engagements 
aimed at explaining the basics and importance of 
the E-levy transaction as well as take feedback 
and inputs from relevant stakeholders that will 
inform government on the implementation of the 
levy. 

The E-levy is a new tax measure introduced 
by  government in the 2022 Budget on basic 
transactions related to digital payments and 
electronic platform transactions. This means a 
charge of 1.75% will apply to electronic transactions 
that are more than GH¢100.00 on a daily basis (24 
hours). 

Present at the event was the Minister for Finance, 
Ken Ofori-Atta, Minister for Communication and 
Digitalization, Ursula Owusu-Ekuful, Minister for 
Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah and Deputy 
Majority Leader, Alexander Afenyo-Markin.

Also in attendance were sector specific Civil 
Society Organizations (CSOs) and other relevant 
industry stakeholders. 

The Townhall Meeting was organized by the 
Ministry of Information and was live on various 
television networks in the country as well as the 
Ministry’s social media pages.
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