


Information Minister, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah has urged the newly 
graduated students of the Valley View University to be part of the 
problem-solving class of the next generation.

Mr. Oppong Nkrumah who was the guest speaker during the 
graduation event on Monday, December 13, 2021, asked the fresh 
graduates to defy all odds and be part of the generation of Ghanaian 
students who seek to find solutions for the many problems in this 
country. 

“My charge to you on your graduation day is simple: be part of the 
problem-solving class of the next generation. May God bless your 
efforts and make you great,” the Ofoase Ayirebi lawmaker said.

The Minister said government’s role is to create an enabling 
environment for entrepreneurship as well as offer support to 
entrepreneurs to grow stressing that it is now left with these 
graduates to take advantage of the various entrepreneurship 
support programmes introduced by government.

Be part of problem - 
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generation





Gulf of Guinea: Ghana to rally global 
response against piracy through UN 
Security Council membership – Oppong 
Nkrumah

Information Minister, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah has 
said that Ghana will use her seat on the United 
Nations Security Council to rally a coordinated 
global response to piracy in the Gulf of Guinea. 

“As Ghana is about to take its seat on the UN 
Security Council as a non-permanent member, 
we intend to make this as one of our four-point 
agenda and bring greater international attention 
to the subject and rally greater international 
support to deal with it,” he said.

Ghana, whose membership on the UN Security 
Council begins in January next year has seen her 
high seas increasingly becoming an attractive 
destination for maritime pirates targeting 
commercial cargos and fishing vessels using the 
Gulf of Guinea.

According to the International Maritime Bureau’s 
(IMB) latest global piracy report, the Gulf of Guinea 
continues to be a global epicenter for piracy. In 
the first quarter of 2021 alone, the IMB through its 
Piracy Reporting Center (PRC), reported 38 piracy 
incidents on 33 vessels as well as the kidnapping 
of 40 crew members within the same period.

This the Minister who was speaking on BBC’s 
Focus on Africa programme on Wednesday, 
November 8, 2021, said the reason why piracy is 
rife in the Gulf of Guinea is primarily because there 
is little coordination among countries and even so, 
the menace is left to countries along the Gulf of 
Guinea to deal with.

His comment follows commitment by Ghana 
and Norway in ensuring collective response to 
maritime security during their tenures on the 
Security Council on the margins of the launch 
of the Stable Seas Report at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York on Wednesday. 

The launch of the report which was co-sponsored 
by Ghana, Norway, Nigeria and the United Nations 
Office on Drug and Crime (UNODC) revealed piracy 
in the Gulf of Guinea is costing African countries 
particularly those along the Gulf close to $2 billion 
a year among hosts of economic losses.

Mr. Oppong Nkrumah underscored the importance 
of a global coordinated effort in bringing the piracy 
menace in the Gulf to an end.



Ministry of Information gets new buses

Minister for Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah 
has handed over two new 15-seater Toyota buses 
to facilitate the work of the ministry and its press 
pool.

Presenting the vehicles at the forecourt of the 
Ministry today December 7, 2022, the minister said 
the buses could not have come at a better time as 
it will help ease the daily hustle staff go through in 
getting to and from work. 

“The Ministry for some time now has been working 
on procuring buses to see to the transportation 
needs of our staff. Thankfully, we have been 
able to secure some resources to procure these 
buses. So at a primary stage, we are of the view 
that the Ministry can start solving some of the 
transportation needs of its staff with these new 
15-seater buses and also assist our press pool in 
its work.”

The buses will ensure that journalists are ferried 
safely and comfortably to and from national 
assignments.

He expressed gratitude to the Directors of the 
Ministry for their speedy execution of tasks 
associated with the procurement of the buses 
and urged the Transport Unit of the Ministry to 
inculcate serious maintenance regimes into their 
operations to enable staff derive value for money. 

The Minister also mentioned that plans are 
underway to procure 2 additional buses to support 
the work of the ministry and improve the welfare 
of staff and journalists.

Chief Director, Mrs. Mamle Andrews on her part 
said the Ministry will continue with efforts to create 
a conducive environment for work.



Minister for Information, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah says the 2022 
budget statement and economic policy responds to concerns 
of youth unemployment in the country. 

According to him, the spate of youth unemployment in the 
country brought on by the coronavirus global pandemic has 
compelled government to propose policies that will create 
avenues for young men and women to find descent jobs in both 
the public and private sectors of the country. He said this during 
the 2022 budget debate on the floor of Parliament on Tuesday 
November 23, 2021. 

“By 2016, when the immediate past administration was leaving 
office, growth had come to as low as 3.4%. Until COVID hit us, 
this government was growing the economy at an average of 7% 
on year on year. What that meant was that a lot of young people 
were getting jobs in the private sector. Additionally, even in the 
public sector, the government of Ghana under the leadership 
of President Akufo-Addo ensured that at least about 300,000 
young Ghanaians were recruited in the public sector both for 
those who are paid by the Controller and Accountant General 
and from those from the Non-Subverted Agencies. 

“This is very different from the days we were told that because 
we were down to the bone and had gone to the IMF, we couldn’t 
have recruited people into the public sector. But what is even 
exciting is that in this 2022 budget, this administration has made 
available GHS1 billion to support young men and women who 
want to embark on their own business known as the YouthStart 
initiative. And so, Mr. Speaker, the most important issue on the 
minds of Ghanaians is being answered by the 2020 budget,” he 
added. 

Finance Minister, Ken Ofori-Atta on November 17, 2021, 
presented the 2022 budget to Parliament. The budget, on the 
theme: “Building a sustainable entrepreneurial nation: fiscal 
consolidation and job creation”, emphasizes a post-COVID-19 
economic recovery agenda, centered on youth entrepreneurship.

Accordingly, the YouthStart initiative was announced in the 
budget as the vehicle for supporting young entrepreneurs to 
gain access to capital, training, technical skills and mentoring to 
launch and operate their businesses. The initiative is expected 
to create some 1 million jobs and support young entrepreneurs 
to develop commercially viable businesses.

2022 Budget responds to 
the call for jobs - Oppong 
Nkrumah



Let’s show leadership and work in the best 
interest of Ghanaians – Oppong Nkrumah 
on fallout of 2022 budget
Information Minister, Kojo Oppong Nkrumah has 
called on colleague MPs in Parliament, both on 
the majority and minority sides of the house to join 
hands and work in the best interest of Ghana. 

According to him, though both caucuses of the 
house may be in disagreement over certain 
policies government is planning on introducing 
through the 2022 budget, he believes it is about 
time they find a common ground on some 5 issues 
the minority side of the house has raised and work 
together to move the country forward. 

Speaking on Citi TV’s Point of View programme on 
Wednesday December 1, 2021, the Minister said 
it is clear that both sides of the house have the 
country’s best interest at heart and as such, should 
work together beyond petty politics in delivering a 
better Ghana for the Ghanaian people. 

“For me, it is a phase that we find ourselves in. We 
really need to get to the substance of the issue. The 
five issues that they have raised are the issues we 
have to deal with. When we have dealt with those 
issues, we should also agree on a certain method 
for reaching that point where we accommodate 
these issues because our citizens are watching 
us and expecting a lot from us. People are losing 
confidence in our ability to provide leadership and 
I think that is what we need to rise up to in these 
times,” he said

His comments comes at the back of recent fallout 
in Parliament over certain policies captured in the 
budget forcing members on both sides to stage 
a walkout on two different occasions when the 
budget was being laid before the house for vote. 

The first was last Friday’s reported rejection of the 
budget by an NDC-sided house after the majority 
side staged a walk out accusing the Speaker of 
the House, Alban Bagbin for acting in breach of 
the 1992 constitution after the Speaker claimed 
that 137 members of parliament had taken a 
decision to reject the budget, an act that fails the 
constitutional requirement of 138 MPs present in 
the house before a decision can be made.

However, the house reconvened on Tuesday to 
properly consider the motion on the budget and 
subsequently approved it despite the minority’s 
refusal to participate in the sitting.

Though the house is yet to consider the budget 
estimates in the coming weeks for specific sectors 
of the economy before the appropriation bill is 
passed to give the government the green light to 
spend according to monies appropriated in the 
budget, Mr. Oppong Nkrumah who is also MP for 
Ofoase Ayirebi has urged both sides of the house to 
show leadership by putting aside their differences 
and work on the substance of the budget to see 
how they can fine-tune it to address the various 
concerns raised so far.




