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Reconciliation Victoria position statement 

Constitutional recognition for First Peoples through a Voice to Parliament. 

 

Background 

Federal Government position: 

In the 2022 Federal election, the Australian Labor Party achieved a majority government and 

incoming Prime Minister, Anthony Albanese, first announced his commitment to a referendum 

to enshrine a voice for First Nations people in the Constitution, during his victory speech. 

Victorian State Government position: 

Ahead of the 2022 Victorian State Election, the office of Minister for Treaty and First 

Peoples, Honourable MP Gabrielle Williams’ wrote to Reconciliation Victoria to also state 

their position, “Victoria is the first jurisdiction to commit to all elements of the Uluru 

Statement from the Heart: Voice, Treaty and Truth”.  

The Australian Constitution: 

Australia’s founding legal document enacted in 1901, does not mention Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Peoples and contains clauses that allow racial discrimination.  

Successive federal governments have, for many years, considered changes to the 

Constitution to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as Australia’s 

First Peoples, but little progress has been made. 

Uluru Statement from the Heart: 

In 2017 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples gathered at Uluru to hold an 

historic First Nations National Constitutional Convention. This gathering and a series of 

preceding regional dialogues produced the Statement from the Heart, officially released 

on 26 May 2017, which calls for: 

▪ A First Nations’ Voice to be enshrined in the Constitution. 

▪ A Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of agreement-making between 

governments and First Nations 

▪ Truth-telling about our history. 

  

https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/dialogues.html
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/the-dialogues/
https://www.referendumcouncil.org.au/sites/default/files/2017-05/Uluru_Statement_From_The_Heart_0.PDF
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/rp/rp1617/Quick_Guides/UluruStatement
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Subsequent actions to progress constitutional recognition of First Nations:  

▪ a Joint Parliamentary Sub-committee, co-chaired by Senator Pat Dodson considered 

the Uluru Statement in the context of other previous proposals for constitutional 

reform. The Sub-committee released its Final Report recommending that the 

Government explore the option of a "Voice to Parliament" and initiate a process of co-

design with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples  

▪ Tom Calma and Marcia Langton prepared a report for the Morrison government on 

the Voice. It recommends a structure with local, regional and national arrangements, 

with representation from remote Australia. 

▪ In September 2022, the first meetings of the Referendum Working Group and 

Referendum Engagement Group took place. The role of the Referendum Working Group is 

to advise the Government on implementing a referendum. The role of the Referendum 

Engagement Group is to provide advice about building community understanding, 

awareness, and support for the referendum question. 

 

Our Position 

Reconciliation Victoria is taking a broad principled position. As more details become available, 

and as we receive feedback from important stakeholders, these statements may be subject to 

adjustment: 

▪ Reconciliation Victoria is the peak reconciliation body for Victoria, and we are strongly 

committed to supporting the three key pillars of the Uluru Statement from the Heart - a 

constitutionally enshrined and appropriately resourced First Peoples Voice to Parliament, 

Truth-telling, and Treaty. 

▪ Reconciliation Victoria recognises and respects the Uluru Statement from the Heart may 

not fully align with the needs and beliefs of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

However, we know there is strong agreement amongst First Peoples and reconciliation 

supporters for the Statement’s key principles of sovereignty, justice, and self-

determination. 

▪ Reconciliation Victoria recognises our critical role as a facilitator and educator, and we are 

committed to driving information campaigns to educate the 97% of non-Indigenous 

Victorians on how to support and advocate for constitutional recognition for First Peoples. 

▪ Victoria continues to lead the way in recognition and empowerment of First Nations 

people. It created the First People’s Assembly of Victoria, the Yoorrook Justice 

Commission, and the Treaty Authority. We see these important initiatives as 

complementary to and in harmony with the Voice.  

 

  

https://www.aph.gov.au/treaties
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Constitutional_Recognition_2018/ConstRecognition/Final_Report
https://ulurustatement.org/
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Looking ahead 

At the time of writing this position paper, Reconciliation Victoria - along with other peak state 

reconciliation groups are yet to be informed of the details of the ‘Voice’ and the timeline for the 

referendum. However, there has been considerable ground work done on details, as outlined 

above, and in the Indigenous Voice discussion paper (2021) produced by Tom Calma and 

Marcia Langton.  

While details are still to be confirmed, Reconciliation Victoria is comfortable with the current 

indicated directions. We continue to monitor developments in consultation with national 

reconciliation networks and with Reconciliation Victoria’s First Peoples Cultural Council and First 

Nations partners.  

We remain closely engaged in consultation with Reconciliation Victoria’s nine-member First 

Peoples Cultural Council to ensure our steps to support a constitutionally enshrined voice are 

culturally and appropriately guided and endorsed. 

Reconciliation Victoria is also strengthening our collaboration with First Peoples and their 

leaders and authorities, and our alliances with the 29 local reconciliation groups across the state.  

We will act strongly in support of First Nations’ interests and in collaboration with our allies when 

directions and timelines are determined. 

 

Summary 

Reconciliation Victoria believes: 

▪ Recognition of First Nations in the Constitution is crucial. 

▪ The Uluru Statement from the Heart eloquently and correctly presents the principles of 

sovereignty, justice, and self-determination though the three pillars of a constitutionally 

enshrined Voice to Parliament, Treaty, and Truth-telling. 

▪ These pillars are mutually supportive and should be progressed in an integrated way. 

▪ While we understand the desire for more detail about how the Voice may operate, we note: 

a.  The referendum question will be about the principle, not the detail; and  

b. Parliament will determine the detail which is where that debate will be rightly had. 

The principle at the core of the Voice referendum is that First Peoples should be 

recognised as such in the Constitution, and that this recognition is supported by a right to 

a Voice to Parliament.  

 

 

https://voice.niaa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-01/indigenous-voice-discussion-paper_1.pdf

