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Is Preschool 
Worth It?

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Letter From Betsy

“The first 1,000 days of a child’s life 
are the most significant,” experts 
say. Those early years are critical to 
outcomes later. The brain doubles 
in size in the first year of life. 
Dozens of studies and statistics 
show the advantages of preschool 
throughout one’s life. The first, and 
most famous, study was in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, in the 1960s, where a 
preschool program was offered in 
the public system for the first time. 
The participants, now in their mid-
60s, have been closely followed 
ever since. All of the measures 
used to judge the effectiveness 
of a preschool experience were 
clearly positive: participants were 
less likely to get into trouble in 
school, more likely to take the SATs 
and prepare and graduate from 
college. They found better paying 
jobs, had fewer divorces, fewer 
incarcerations. The list goes on.

What about our PCDS children? 
We have just 1,000 days to affect 
a child’s development. Everything 
we do, from turning out the 
lights to creating complex block 
structures, is intentional. Not a 
minute can be wasted. The big 
question now is how have COVID 
protocols affected our children’s 
cognitive development? I saw an 
article with the headline: “The 

Effects of the Pandemic May 
Have Lowered Babies’ IQ.” Some 
of our observations in the past 
two years have led to changes 
in the classroom. Mainly, the 
wearing of masks has made 
engagement between children less 
straightforward, and often it is hard 
to understand what the children are 
saying.

Social interaction remains a key 
stimulus for the brain and a key 
element in our early childhood 
curriculum. Teachers have created 
new ways to interact with their 
children, resulting in a more 
individualized curriculum. They 
are training children to use their 
other senses–their eyes and ears–
to communicate. Children have 
become adept at recognizing 
“smiling eyes,” using their voices 
to reflect their feelings, and even 
learned to understand body 
language.

An example can be found in every 
class. Teachers point out facial 
expressions in the books they read 
aloud. “What do you think the 
farmer is feeling?” The children 
decide he looks angry. “How can 
you tell?” The children describe his 
wrinkled forehead, turned down 
mouth. They talk about his body 

language: one arm stiff and finger 
pointed, the other arm raised in 
a fist. Children have learned to 
become active observers of all the 
ways people communicate.

Doubtless, a new study will follow 
our children over their lifetime to 
see what effect COVID has had.  
In the past year, we continued  
to grapple with day-to-day 
disruptions when cases cropped 
up, as we rode the wave of 
Omicron through the winter, 
and adapted to changes in CDC 
protocol. We were grateful to be 
able to offer the older children 
the chance to remove their 
masks in the classroom and for all 
children the masks could come off 
outdoors. It was a delight to see 
their smiling faces, as well as the 
faces of our parent and alumni 
community with the return of many 
beloved in-person events. Despite 
the challenges, I am grateful our 
teachers have thought of so many 
creative ideas to keep the children 
stimulated and socially involved 
and that our staff provided a warm 
and safe environment, to make the 
most of these precious few years 
we get together.

Betsy Newell
Director
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PCDS welcomed 
five new teachers 
to the staff this 
year. 

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
New Faces

Before coming to work at PCDS, 
I was a nanny to a child that 
attended the school. I have also 
taught at multiple private schools 
for over 15 years. I was born and 
raised in Brooklyn, New York. I 
became an educator because I 
love experiencing and discovering 
new things together with the 
children.  I also enjoy watching 
them grow as learners. One of my 
favorite moments at PCDS this 
year was celebrating the 100th day 
with my class. My favorite activity 
to do with the children is art.

Leanna Wright
Assistant Teacher, Fives

Previously, I was a toddler lead teacher 
at a daycare center. I have over two 
decades of experience in education. 
Much of that time I specialized in 
special education. I was born and 
raised in lower Manhattan. I became 
a special educator because I wanted 
a chance to positively impact the 
lives of children with disabilities, 
developmental delays, and learning 
disorders. I believe all children from 
different backgrounds deserve to 
have an education that is enriching, 
inclusive and diverse. I enjoy seeing 
how the children grow, acquire new 
skills, become more confident and 
independent and form new friendships 
through the year.  My favorite activities 
to do with the students are sensory 
activities, the messier the better. I love 
working with oobleck, shaving cream 
and free-style painting.

Cynthia Santiago
Flexible Assistant Teacher

I was born in Guayaquil, Ecuador. I am 
the youngest of five siblings, and I was 
raised in Greenpoint, Brooklyn. I spent 
the past 17 years raising our son, Elyas. 
Before that I taught at private schools 
in NYC. My academic background is in 
geology, and I came to the classroom 
by accident in 1994 while I was finishing 
my studies. Within weeks I was hooked. 
I was nervous stepping back into the 
classroom after being away, but I knew 
I had made the right decision when I 
saw how comfortable the children were 
becoming with me. That was a nice 
feeling. I enjoy a lot of the activities 
we do in the classroom, but reading is 
my favorite. I enjoy making voices for 
different characters and seeing how 
attentive the children are.

William Bowen
Fours Assistant Teacher,  
Class 103

Jayleen Paula & Regina Sanya 
  In September we welcomed two teachers who are 
leaving at the end of the 2022 school year to pursue their 
continuing education. The children have enjoyed the many 
interactions and fun times they shared with Ms. Sanya and 
Ms. Paula. They will be missed.
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Building Updates

A New Lease on
Location
By Munira Musadek

A new chapter began in 
2013 when PCDS (then 
Park Avenue Christian 
Church Day School, 
PACCDS) was forced to 
move abruptly from the 
Upper East Side to the 
current location on the 
Upper West Side, after 
the Park Avenue Christian 
Church decided to sell the 
school plot. 

The new location at 4 
West 76th Street in the 
church building of the 
Fourth Universalist Society 
in the City of New York, 
with its spacious well-lit 
classrooms, the lending 
library and music room, 
administrative offices and 
gym has served the school 
well. As importantly, it 
is located minutes from 
Central Park, supporting 
the school’s nature 
curriculum. 

In the past year, the PCDS 
Board started the process 
of renewing the lease. A 
sub-committee looked 
at alternate locations on 
the Upper West Side, but 
none met the standards 
of the current space – 
specifically the proximity 
to Central Park and the 
large gym. The Board 
voted to renew the lease 
for the next 10 years.

With this decision to 
remain, the school 
has made a long-term 
commitment to the 
location and hopes to 
continue to thrive in this 
very unique and special 
location–a building full of 
its own rich history.

It was erected in 1898, 
and the architect based 
the design closely 
upon Magdalen Tower 

in Oxford, England. It 
received praise from 
architects such as Frank 
Lloyd Wright, whose 
daughter was married at 
the church.

More recently, the 
building has adapted to 
the pandemic. During 
the 2020-21 school year, 
the church sanctuary 
was converted to 
classrooms, and in the 
summer of 2021, the 
building underwent a 
comprehensive upgrade 
to the HVAC system, 
improving air filtration 
as well as heating and 
cooling systems. The 
sanctuary, the venue for 
many memorable PA 
gatherings, houses an altar 
by Louis Comfort Tiffany 
and has stained glass 
windows by Clayton and 
Bell of London.

Fun fact:
NBC  uses the 
church tower 
each November 
as its “high-
tech command 
center” for 
live coverage 
of the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day 
Parade.
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By Elaine Cong

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Lending Library

Lending Library  
Reopens
A beloved tradition returned to PCDS after a 
year’s hiatus: The Lending Library! For most stu-
dents, this was their first time seeing the bright 
room lined with two levels of books lovingly 
renovated in 2018 by former PCDS parents 
Gerald Bueshel, Michael Katz and Edward Orloff. 
For parents, volunteering in the Lending Library 
was one of the first opportunities to step inside 
PCDS since March 2020 and to see and hear the 
children’s smiles, laughter and silly banter. And 
for new families, it was their first time seeing 
their children in the school. 

The PCDS Lending Library is a tradition that was 
reestablished in 2014 when the original Lending 
Library was first constructed the second year 
after PCDS moved to 4 West 76th Street. Parents 
in the 3s, 4s and 5s classes volunteer to bring the 
children in half groups to the Lending Library. 
Parents help the children pick and check out 
their own books to take home, and then read to 
the class. Seeing their parent come for Lending 
Library is often the highlight of the children’s day, 
and likewise for the parents. But the children’s 
favorite aspect of library time? Climbing the 
stepladder to the second level, their gateway to 
a world of wonder!

In the first few months of reopening, parents 
read books by theme. In the fall, topics ranged 
from the changing color of autumn leaves to Hal-
loween and Thanksgiving. In the winter, classes 
talked about the snow, Christmas, Kwanzaa and 
Hanukkah. Children loved adding in their own 
thoughts on the topics, such as taking votes on 
which was the best season and why (the winner 
in one class: winter because of sledding!).

Thank you to all the parent volunteers who made 
this experience possible! 
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Laura Jarrett:
We’re in a toxic stew as 
sleep-deprived parents. From 
day one we are so desperate 
to make sure our children 
succeed, or at a minimum 
don’t suffer. Plus, there’s an 
overabundance of choices 
and there is an ever-presence 
of data, right? So take me 
back, maybe even before your 
daughter was born: Do you 
come to this project with an 
unease about technology? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sophie Brickman: 
Yeah, I think so. I think that 
particularly with motherhood, 
I felt like once you have your 
baby, you just know what to 
do. It’s mother’s instinct, and 
you know whether it’s the right 
thing for your child. Like, I’ll let 
her cry it out or I’m not going 
to let her cry it out. You know, 
in your gut, and I sort of did 
and I didn’t, totally. And then 
I started going online and 
social media. The best piece 
of advice I got was to have 
one or two people or a group 
of friends that are my go-tos 
because there’s just too much 
information. And that was 
sort of my way of breaking 
through. But I do think that 
the promise of technology is 
so appealing and sexy. 

Laura Jarrett:
You write this, and I think it 
sums it up so nicely: “So much 
data was zinging at me and 
at Ella, so many opinions, so 
much information, that I had 
no idea what my convictions 
were or if I’d ever even had 
any.”

Sophie Brickman:
I need to be able to live in the 
modern world and also raise a 
good child. I think part of the 
reason that I wrote this book 
is there are two extremes with 
technology. Either you have 
to live off the grid and don’t 
show your child anything, and 
if you show them a screen 
they’re going to become aso-
cial and a disaster. Or, you’re 
crunching numbers and plug 
them into the wall and they 
will be set up as perfectly rich, 
optimized humans. I was like 
‘Wait a second, I need to do 
both.’ I need to figure out a 

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Author Conversation

How do parents avoid the perils of an abundance of technology? How 
much screen time is too much? PCDS families sought the answers to 
their tech-related questions in November, when the parents’ associa-
tion organized a breakfast book talk with Sophie Brickman, PCDS mom 
and author of “Baby, Unplugged...” PCDS mom, and CNN anchor, Laura 
Jarrett moderated the conversation, attempting to unwind anxieties 
caused by technology.  Here’s an abridged version of that conversation. 

Baby, Unplugged, 
Abridged
By Emily Phillips

(Continues on next page)
11
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way to live in the world and 
to integrate technology in a 
smart way. 

Laura Jarrett:
Let’s talk about the data 
piece of it.

Sophie Brickman:
I think that’s the promise 
of technology. If you can 
crunch it in the right way, 
it will hack your life in 
some way, optimizing that 
moment. I saw a specific 
example: There’s a company 
that has a smart camera that 
focuses on the crib for night-
time with the hope of get-
ting your children to sleep 
through the night. The idea 
is that if it analyzes enough 
images to be able to tell you 
very specific things, like if 
your child throws a pacifier, 
if you go in and you get that 
pacifier, you prolong their 
tantrum for 20 minutes. But 

if you let them cry, they will 
go right back to bed. That’s 
an appealing notion.

Laura Jarrett:
One of the things that I think 
that exposes is this false 
notion that we can control 
what is going on, and I think 
that’s where the obsessive 
tracking comes from. I think 
back to the early days of my 
son and we’re writing down 
every poop, every nap, ev-
ery this, every bit of that and 
I have never once gone back 
to actually look at that book. 
I thought if I just write them 
down maybe somehow I’ll 
be able to see a trend that 
might help tell me.

Sophie Brickman:
The biggest realization I 
had once you get older, 
or you have a third child... 
you don’t try anything 
because you can’t but also 

because you realize it’s a 
false conclusion that you can 
actually track it and you can 
spit something out that will 
make things easier or better.

Laura Jarrett:
Let’s talk more about what 
some of the experts told 
you. One of the things that 
the experts have a consen-
sus around is striving to have 
more what they call “serve-
and-return interaction.”

Sophie Brickman:
It’s basically talking and 
having a conversation. 
For my 14-week-old that’s 
looking at me and smiling 
and he smiles back. That’s 
serve-and-return interaction. 
When you’re talking to your 
toddler or mirroring what 
they’re doing, you’re trying 
to have a conversation. And 
that’s really the bread and 
butter of developmental 
opportunities for preschool 
ages. And so when you put 
a screen in front of them, by 
and large, that obliterates 
serve-and-return interaction 
because they can get sucked 
into it. Many, many research-
ers will say: everything in 
moderation. 

Laura Jarrett:
I think you summed it up 
best here in the conclusion: 
“The gold standard--spend-
ing time with your children 
and playing and reading and 
talking with them--may be 
tedious on some days, and 
near impossible on others, 
but it sure is a straightfor-

ward directive. Sprinkle in 
technology as needed, but 
aim for it to be just that: a 
sprinkle.”

Sophie Brickman:
Yeah, I’m trying to keep my 
own advice. 

Parent question:
If we’re going to allow 
screen time, what’s the best 
show to let them watch?

Sophie Brickman:
One way to make that 
decision is if you enjoy it, if 
it goes along with your own 
values. A lot of the program-
ming capitalizes by cutting 
over and over again. It’s kind 
of astonishing how quickly 
cartoons cut, and how much 
crazy music and neon colors 
they have. Slow shows are 
good because you want 
your child to be able to 
transition from looking at 
whatever’s on screen to the 
real world. So if all they’re 
seeing is something that is 
at 2x speed, and they sit 
down and play with some 
blocks, they will be like, 
“This is so slow and boring.” 
But it’s the real world. And 
that’s why Sesame Street, 
Mr. Rogers, Blue’s Clues, 
they all get really slow.  
But it’s really good for  
children’s brains.

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Author Conversation

Baby, Unplugged, Abridged
(continued)

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Faces of PCDS

12
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Showing Our  
Spirit

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Spirit Day

At Park Children’s Day, We Play, We Play, We Play Each Day

W
e’re A

ll Friends, W
e Play, W

e Play, W
e Play Each Day
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Teacher  
Appreciation

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Toast To Our Teachers

Kristen Mleczko and Maria Welch organized 
a festive Teacher Appreciation Luncheon just 
before the holidays. Kristen wrote a creative 
and heartfelt poem.

A Toast to Our Teachers
by Kristen Mleczko

Twas the year after lock down and all through the halls,
rang the laughter of children — it bounced off the walls.
The classrooms were filled from the rug to the tables,
while teachers sang songs, helped with art and read fables
We don’t take for granted each mountain you’ve scaled,
and today we reflect on all you’ve availed.
In the year 2020, we all moved to Zoom,
then with much trepidation returned to classroom.
You each quickly adjusted and took it in stride,
Throwing out your old playbooks, you wrote a new guide
You washed every book, toy and every small hand,
moved your lessons outdoors, showed up bravely and planned
In person or on Zoom you seemingly knew,
How to handle our toddlers and ensure that they grew
You learned how to listen to whispers through mask,
reading lips without seeing is no easy task
You taught freezing hands how to grip through a glove,
and taught in a sanctuary with rafters above
In the new year an HVAC brought us hope of return,
to more normal conditions for children to learn
(Who would have thought that even more noise,
would be so welcomed and bring us such joys!)
Adding the cold and the noise to the masks,
And the muttering of children — just what did they ask?
Are they smiling? Or frowning? Or sticking a tongue?
Can they read our eyes even though they’re so young?
We never expected it’d last for so long,
Or that you each had it in you to continue so strong
But really what better escape could there be,
Than spending your days filled with young children’s glee
So thank you for all that you’ve done and you’ll do
And let’s all raise a toast for each one of you!
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Shiny &
Bright

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
2021 Holiday Parties

In no small feat of organization and help from 
volunteers, holiday party co-chairs Sarah Coles 
and Kelly Josephite arranged for each class to hold 
their own holiday party in the school gym. In the 
first two weeks of December, parent volunteers 
hosted eight half-hour celebrations that featured 
crafting, games, story time and songs.

Bopping &  
Swaying

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Family Fridays

For the second year, the PCDS Family 
Friday went virtual -- and took place 
on Saturday. 

In early December, Chris Phillips had 
children and families rocking and 
swaying to a selection of his original 
compositions, some of which were 
inspired by his daughter Josie in class 
202. During the event, organized by 
Wendy Pryce, Chris sang, played key-
board and guitar, and brought a few 
props to perform his version of Old 
Macdonald, and a song about a New 
York City bus. The children joined in 
singing the school song and showed 
their school spirit by waving green 
pom-poms. 

Another musical dad, David Keller, 
played the piano in a sing-along for 
children and families in February. The 
father of Emilia in Class B2 played a 
repertoire of children’s favorites, while 
Emilia’s mom, Lynda, added a little 
extra entertainment with dancing 
stuffed animals in the frame -- like 
Five Little Monkeys Animals jumping 
on the bed. The PA provided shak-
ers for the children to add their own 
accompaniment at home!
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Flannel  
Fun

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Pajama Day

The children donned their 
comfiest jammies for the 
first ever Pajama Day, on 
February 18. And thanks to 
the PA, they enjoyed a  
special snack in their  
unusual school day attire.
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Of Masks  
& Feathers

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
58th Annual Benefit

The PCDS 58th Annual 
Benefit returned in person 
this year, after a virtual 
event in 2021. It was a 
night to remember, thanks 
to co-chairs Tess Cromp-
ton and Martha Driscoll. 
Their months of planning 
turned into a beautiful 
event at the Cosmopoli-
tan Club on April 8. The 
ballroom, transformed 
with vases of feathers and 
flowers thanks to Ceci 
Brignole, provided an 
elegant venue for the mas-
querade-themed event. 
Guests were equally col-
orful, adorned with masks 
of glitter and feathers, a 
fanciful upgrade from the 
COVID masks of the past 
two years.

The auction featured an 
array of items, including 
a Napa Valley wine col-
lection, tours with a local 
NYPD precinct and the 
Fire Zone, a round of golf 
at Shinnecock, a South 
Beach Miami getaway, and 
a Hunt Slonem painting. 
Caroline Hudelson, Laura 
Pietropinto, and Lynda 
Keller helped secure 
additional one-of-a-kind 
items contributing to 
the auction’s success. A 
special dinner for up to 
three couples with Betsy 
at her home went twice for 
$6,000.

The benefit netted 
$205,000 -- an impressive 
number considering ticket 

sales were down 20% from 
the last in-person benefit. 
Organizers said they were 
“absolutely thrilled with 
the success of the evening 
and floored by the gener-
osity of the PCDS commu-
nity who came together 
in support of our amazing 
school.”

The paddle raise, which 
honors the school’s 
teachers, generated nearly 
$86,500. Those funds will 
help send teachers to the 
NAEYC conference in No-
vember. “With the knowl-
edge gained, our teachers 
remain at the apex of their 
field, and are able to con-
tinue to hone their craft 
for our children’s benefit,” 

organizers said. 

The evening opened with 
a gathering of alumni in 
the library and terrace and 
concluded with an af-
ter-party at the Bar Room. 
Anne-Marie Chan and 
Carolyn Torsiello produced 
a delightful video of all 
the children. Organizers 
thanked past benefit co-
chair Adrienne Israel for 
her wealth of experience 
and wisdom. Auctioneer 
Erin Ward of Star Benefit 
Auctions lent her enthu-
siasm to the successful 
night. 

Photos by Stylish & Hip 
Kids Photography

22
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Spring In  
Bloom

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Exploring Central Park
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Celebrating  
Reading & NYC

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Book Fair

The gothic columns of the sanctuary 
transformed into towering skyscrapers, and 
the red tiles of the floor morphed into a 
paved city street, lined with vibrant balloons 
in the shape of trees. For 24 hours in May, 
the sanctuary of the school unspooled into a 
wonderland for the imagination, embracing 
and celebrating a love of reading and New 
York City. The Book Fair was back, in person. 

It was the final culmination of months of 
planning by co-chairs Adrienne Israel and 
Caitlin Moscatello. The event began May 
5 with a parents’ cocktail night featuring 
an author panel and book signing with Eva 
Chen, New York Times best-selling author and 
head of fashion partnerships at Instagram, 
and Sarah Thomas, author of the celebrated 
children’s book Kalamata’s Kitchen, and a 
former sommelier at Le Bernardin. 

Hundreds of books, supplied by Main 
Street Book Shop in White Plains, along 
with bundles and raffles, were available for 
purchase. Our talented teacher-artists, Sarah 
Calverley, Adam Carlson and Justin LaRocca 
Hansen, displayed and sold their work as well. 

The next day, children and parents browsed 
the dozens of shelves and let their minds 
loose among the pages of books and 
cardboard cutouts of an MTA subway car 
and Statue of Liberty. And, for families who 
couldn’t attend in person, the event also 
boasted a website and e-commerce option. 
Organizers said total sales approached 
$18,000 with net proceeds of about $5,000.

By Emily Phillips

27
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Bittersweet
Goodbyes

Park Children’s Day School  /  Spring 2022
Spring Sendoffs

The end of another school 
year always signals bittersweet 
goodbyes, and this spring the 
school will say farewell to a few 
familiar faces.

The PCDS community would 
like to deeply thank Laura 
Pietropinto, PA Co-President, 
and Claire Flynn, PA Treasurer, 
for their extraordinary 
commitment to the school, as 
their children leave the Fives this 
year for ongoing schools. 

“Laura is a phenomenon! She is 
an exceptional talent, and knows 
how to use it to solve many 
different kinds of problems,” 
said Director Betsy Newell. 

Laura stepped up by co-chairing 
the 2021 benefit when the PA 
was faced with the challenge 
of organizing a virtual event 
amidst the pandemic. ”During 
COVID, she took a bunch of 
inexperienced teachers and 
administrators and turned them 
into funny dramatic characters 
worthy of the professional stage, 
and produced a delightful and 

entertaining evening,” Betsy 
said. “She is never flustered, 
she is positive and the glass is 
always ‘half full.’ Her particular 
gifts are irreplaceable!”

“She was truly the dark horse 
who saved the day, and was 
gracious enough to accept the 
PA position for this year,” said 
Fiona Moore on behalf of the 
administration.
 
Claire Flynn has donated many, 
many hours to help PCDS as  
PA Treasurer over six years. 
“She’s never shy to help out 
when needed,” said Fiona. 
“Claire has been a backbone of 
so many of our events,” Betsy 
said. “She is quick and smart 
and has been our Treasurer for 
many different PA undertakings. 
She is a vivacious personality 
who is upbeat (even at drop off), 
fun, enthusiastic and eager  
to chat.”

Tess Crompton will join Caroline 
Hudelson as co-chair and Martha 
Driscoll will take the treasurer 
role next.

By Munira Musadek
PA Board Leaders Move On

Adam Carlson, who has taught class-
es for 13 years at PCDS, will become 
a full-time artist this summer. Adam’s 
paintings feature figures and still lifes, 
landscapes, and portraiture (even of sev-
eral PCDS students from over the years). 
 
“Adam brings many types of expertise 
to our program,” said Rhonda White. 
“He is a terrific artist and his handiwork 
is displayed on many charts throughout 
the building. Adam is compassionate, 
calm, has a matter-of-fact demeanor, is 
dedicated and has a love for children. 
He creates sincere bonds with children. 
They know that they can trust him and 
that he looks out for them. He will surely 
be missed.”

By Andrew Fernandez
Mr. Carlson Pursues Painting

Oriana Urcia has never been seen without 
a smile as she bounces into school each 
morning. She is always full of energy and 
enthusiasm for the day and for the chil-
dren. “We have enjoyed her exceptional 
character and positive personality for 14 
years,” said Rhonda White. “Oriana is a 
special and beloved person whom teach-
ers and children at PCDS adore.”
 
Oriana is moving to Texas and we will miss 
her sense of humor, her infectious, hearty 
laugh and her willingness to always go 
the extra mile. She accepts every child for 
their uniqueness and shows each one how 
much she loves and cares for them.
 

Ms. Urcia Is Moving to Texas
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Oliver Vulliez
Oliver Vulliez attended Saint David’s School K-8, 
then started high school at Loomis Chaffee School 
in Connecticut. Oliver is still close to Michael 
Abbate, whom he met at PACCDS, even touring 
colleges together. Oliver spends his summers as 
a sailing instructor. He also enjoys skiing, playing 
soccer and lacrosse. Oliver is a junior and just 
started the college process.

Simon Vulliez
Simon Vulliez is a sophomore at the Loomis 
Chaffee School in Connecticut where he started 
high school after graduating from Saint David’s 
school. Simon often crosses paths with pals from 
his days at PACCDS. Simon plays soccer and 
basketball. He has a part-time job working at a 
water sports shop in the summers and also is a 
part-time sailing instructor.

Alexander WeilFrancesca Weil
Francesca (Frankie) Weil attended PACCDS, 
followed by Trinity School for K-8. Frankie was 
an avid dancer, involved in many programs, 
including the Alvin Ailey School. She went on to 
The Lawrenceville School where she played varsity 
volleyball. Frankie attends the School of Foreign 
Service at Georgetown University, pursuing a 
degree in international politics.  

Alexander (Alex) Weil attended PACCDS, then 
the Trinity School for K-9. He played travel 
soccer and was a member of Trinity’s basketball, 
rugby, soccer and lacrosse teams. Alex arrived 
at The Berkshire School sophomore year, where 
he plays JV soccer and lacrosse. Besides a love 
of sports, he is an aspiring rapper with several 
songs on Spotify.

Dylan Collins
After PACCDS Dylan Collins attended Allen-
Stevenson and is now a sophomore at Riverdale 
Country School and is involved in Model UN and 
Politics.

Jackson Collins
Jackson Collins attended Allen-Stevenson and is 
now a junior at Deerfield Academy and plays the 
French horn, recently at Carnegie Hall in NYC 
and Symphony Hall in Boston. He is the captain 
of the wrestling and cross country teams and the 
next head of the peer counselors. 

Cecilia Garcia & Abigail Collins
Cecilia Garcia is in 7th grade at Chapin, loving 
tennis and volleyball. Abigail Collins is in 7th 
grade at Spence, loving theater and knitting. 
They’ve been best friends since preschool at 
PACCDS.
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Gwyneth Giangrande
Gwyneth Giangrande attended PS6, then Convent 
of the Sacred Heart starting in second grade. It 
has come full circle, with Gwyneth now attending 
TASIS in Switzerland, where Betsy was one of the 
original students. “The friends we met at PACCDS 
have been in our hearts and minds ever since we 
left. The memories and bonds are just too precious 
to let slide away,” Gwyneth’s mother Sheila 
Giangrande said. 
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Sofia D’Angelo was already in 
love with music when her family 
stepped off the elevator and  
entered the PACCDS family. 

After PACCDS, Sofia attended Chapin until 
she graduated in 2017. There was always 
music in her home. First piano lessons, 
then guitar, and voice lessons too. By 
middle school, Sofia had performed solo at 
The Underground and The Bitter End, and 
formed a band, playing gigs until college. 
 
Sofia continued to pursue her interest 
in the music industry at NYU’s Tisch 
School of the Arts, Clive Davis Institute of 
Recorded Music. While a sophomore, two 
musicians whom she knew from the NYC 
youth music scene reached out to her; 
they were forming a group and wanted 
Sofia to be part of it. The three of them, 
along with three other musicians, formed 
the collective they called MICHELLE, a 
combination of producers and vocalists. 
After releasing their first album in 2018, 
they performed at colleges and venues 
throughout NYC. They were signed in 2020 
and were scheduled to start touring that 
spring, but then COVID hit.  
 
Finally, after many pandemic stops and 
starts, MICHELLE began touring in the 
fall of 2021 as the opening act for Arlo 
Parks. MICHELLE released their second 
album this spring and were featured on 
the Spotify billboard in Times Square. 
MICHELLE started their first headline tour 
in May. Sofia continues to pursue her solo 
career, too.

Colin Mitchell & Alston Smith 
best friends since PCDS

Oliver Vuillez & Michael Abbate 
recently toured colleges together

Wesley Mitchell & 
Owen Larson reunited 

at Fieldston

Wesley Mitchell &  
Brody Grossman  
still great friends
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PCDS Reunion in East Hampton Geoffrey Lauprete, Amy Kean,  
Leslie Nasr and Cheryl Tam

Henry Pfeiffer & Alexander Orloff  
at the St. B’s Great Skate

PACCDS/PCDS Moms of Alumni at the  
Winter Show Luncheon

John Patton & Lisa Donahue after  
dropping their third child at college

PACCDS/PCDS Alumni Moms’  
weekend in Lawrence, NY

Sophie & Noah  
Grabowski-Shaikh

Frannie Krause & Dagny Patton connected 
while working in Martha’s Vineyard

Grace Coolidge & Drew Lewis  
at Harvard graduation
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