
 

Announcements  
 

Lenten Offerings 2023 
The Outreach team has identified three causes for our 
Lenten Offering this year to pray about, be connected 
to, and support financially. Please give generously 
throughout the Lenten season. 
 

PathForward (formerly A-SPAN) 
Mount Olivet has been a community partner with  
PathForward for the past 25 years in our shared vision 
to end homelessness in Arlington County. Gifts made 
during Mount Olivet’s Lenten service offerings will 
help support PathForward’s newest initiative, the    
Mobile Medical Program (MMP). Your Lenten gift to 
PathForward will help provide access to free medical 
care to one of the most vulnerable populations in       
Arlington County, street homeless individuals who    
are uninsured or underinsured, by providing mobile 
medical care and nursing services where it is needed.   
Lenten gifts will be earmarked to help PathForward 
write and fill client prescriptions, write referrals for 
dental or specialty care, and provide free medical     
visits. Use the Lenten Offering envelope found in the 
pew rack or give online. 
 

Lenten Study, How To Fight Racism 

How do we effectively confront racial injustice? How 
do we move beyond talking about racism and start 
equipping ourselves to fight against it? Find out more 
and register online.   
 

Bucknell University Choir  
TODAY, March 12 at 4:00 pm, the Bucknell                   
University Choir will present a concert in our                        
sanctuary. The program is part of their spring tour             
entitled My Spirit Sang: Prayer, Despair, Hope. This    
event is free and open to the community! A freewill 
offering will be collected. 
 

For an update on the Fire Damaged Area of Mount 
Olivet see our website.     
 

Congregational Prayers 
 

Healing and Sympathy: 

• For the family and friends of Pauline Meehan who 
died on March 6. A memorial service will be held 
at Mount Olivet, tomorrow, March 13 at 11:00 am. 

• For Dru D, as she recovers from surgery.  

• For the continued recovery of Sharon Cummins-
Smith following her kidney donation, and for 
Kevin Smith, who is scheduled to receive a kidney 
on March 21. 

For those battling cancer and long-term illness:  
Heather Weir, Cathy Young, Kevin Smith, Jane Hull 
Harvey, Richie S., Hannah, Pacci Segall, David Gantz, 
Dave, Mary, Linda Carter, Sandra Webb. 
 
We hold our confirmation class in prayer as they 
learn, discern, and grow in their faith:  
• Benjamin, Griggs, Charleigh, John, Lucas, Jack, 

Fletcher 
 

Prayers for the World: 
• For the families of the two U.S. Americans who 

were kidnapped by armed gunmen and found 
dead in Matamoros, Mexico and for the two      
survivors of the kidnapping.  

 
To submit a prayer concern go to our website                                       

mountolivetumc.com/prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 12, 2023, 11:00 am 
 

Welcome to worship at Mount Olivet. During this season of 
Lent we are continuing a journey of exploring racial justice. 
This Sunday we listen to the words of Isaiah calling us to           
repair, restore and to heal. Healing requires acknowledging the 
pain that is present and moving forward in various ways to 
wholeness. Part of our journey is telling our stories, calling out 
racial injustice that we see, and working toward ways that we 
can be a part of efforts to heal the harm that has been done. We 
pray and trust that God is leading us in this work!  
 

PRELUDE 
   I’ve Been in the Storm So Long, Children! 
                            U.S. Slave Song, arr. William Farley Smith 
 
   Scholar and musician Dr. William Farley Smith explains that “for  

   the Christianized slave, the text of this song was a heavily loaded 

   metaphor…The text of this song offers the reader a glimpse into how 

   totally dependent [they] were on an unseen God.” 
 

   I’ve been in the storm so long, children!  

   Oh, give me little time to pray! 

   When I was a mourner, just like you,  

   Give me little time to pray!  

   I prayed and prayed ‘til I come through, 

   Give me little time to pray! 
 

INTROIT 
   Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  
                                                                  American folk hymn 
 

 
* * * 

Please stand, as able, for those acts of worship marked with an asterisk*. 
Words in bold type indicate a congregational response. 

Participants in Today’s Worship Service: 

Preacher: Rev. Sara Keeling 

Worship Leader: Rev. Teer Hardy 

Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. Bryan Holten 

Children’s Sharing: Linnea Carlson 

Liturgist: Lee Moore  

Acolytes: Sammy Pires Turner, Grace Meek 



*GATHERING LITANY                                                            
   God in Christ has shown us the beauty of holiness. 

   We come now to express our gratitude to God  
   with our best gifts. 
   What are these gifts? 

   Our prayers, our praise, and the gifts of our hands. 
   These we should offer unto the Lord, but these are 
   not all the Lord asks. The Lord also asks that we 
   break the yoke of tyranny and let the oppressed  
   go free. 
   We would do all that the Lord asks. 
   The Lord asks that we feed the hungry,  
   clothe the naked, and house the homeless. 

   We would do all that the Lord asks. 
   The Lord asks that we attend the afflicted  
   and give ourselves for those in need. 

   We would do all that the Lord asks. 
   Then our light shall rise at midnight  
   and our gloom be as the noonday. 
   We will do all that the Lord asks. 
 

*HYMN #127   Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                                                             
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
   Holy God, 
   you gave the law to show your people  
   the way of righteousness. 
   Help us receive your commandments as grace 
   and live as your obedient children 
   that your goodness may shine through us, 
   to the glory of your name; 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE  
   Isaiah 58:1-12          ~ Page 688 in O.T. of the pew Bible 

 

   The Word of God for the people of God.   

   Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT [After Children’s Moment,  

children age 3—5th grade are invited to Children’s Church  
in Rooms L8 and L9, located downstairs] 

SERMON                                                  ~ Rev. Sara Keeling     
 

*HYMN #2213 (TFWS)    Healer of Our Every Ill 
 

*LITANY OF CONFESSION 
   Father of the Heavenly Lights,  
   you brought us to life by your Word of truth. 

   We were made in your image,  

   sons and daughters of all colors.                               

   The cancerous wickedness of racism has caused 

   your children to suffer. Prejudice, discrimination, 

   and hatred have led to brokenness, violence and 

   even death. 

   We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as 

   ourselves. We have allowed the sin of racism to divide 

   us in what we have done and what we have not done; 

   what we have said and what we have not said.  

   Purify our hearts and tame our tongues, we pray; 

   Give us courage to repent, to fight for righteousness, 

   and to love and embrace one another. 

   In the name of Jesus, Our Lord. 

   Amen. 
 

   When we repent, turning away from our sin and 

   toward the righteousness of God, we are  

   welcomed with arms stretched wide. This is the 

   promise of God, and it is for you. God embraces 

   you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s 

   name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
 

   Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
   (After each petition, the congregation responds with:  
   Hear our prayer.) 
 

 
 

OFFERTORY      
   Jesus, You Brought Me All the Way 
         African American Traditional, arr. Kenneth W. Louis 
           ~ The Mount Olivet Choir with Emily Dozier, soloist  
                                                          and Thomas Joyce, drums 
 

   Jesus, you brought me all the way.  
   You carry my burdens every day.  
   You are such a wonderful Savior,  
   I’ve never known you to fail me yet,  
   ‘Cause you brought me, thank God, all of the way.  
   Jesus, you brought me all of the way.  
 

*DOXOLOGY    
   We give thee but thine own,  
   whate'er the gift may be; 
   all that we have is thine alone, 
   a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    (in unison) 
 

RECEIVING COMMUNION 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
   I Need Thee Every Hour   
                                               Robert Lowry, arr. Larry Sue  
 

   Larghetto from Concerto in A minor 
                                                Antonio Vivaldi, arr. Larry Sue 
 

                       ~ Jennifer Sauer, Stephanie Kuhl, Eric Myers,  
                                                  and Drew Pathwick, handbells  
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 

*HYMN #182   Word of God, Come Down on Earth 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  
   Fugue sur le thème du carillon des heures de la 

   cathédrale de Soissons, Op. 12 (1962) 
                                                                         Maurice Duruflé      


