
 

Announcements  
 

Lenten Offerings 2023 
The Outreach team has identified three causes for our 
Lenten Offering this year to pray about, be connected 
to, and support financially. Please give generously 
throughout the Lenten season. 
 

PathForward (formerly A-SPAN) 
Mount Olivet has been a community partner with  
PathForward for the past 25 years in our shared vision 
to end homelessness in Arlington County. Gifts made 
during Mount Olivet’s Lenten service offerings will 
help support PathForward’s newest initiative, the    
Mobile Medical Program (MMP). Your Lenten gift to 
PathForward will help provide access to free medical 
care to one of the most vulnerable populations in       
Arlington County, street homeless individuals who    
are uninsured or underinsured, by providing mobile 
medical care and nursing services where it is needed.   
Lenten gifts will be earmarked to help PathForward 
write and fill client prescriptions, write referrals for 
dental or specialty care, and provide free medical     
visit. Use the Lenten Offering envelope found in the 
pew rack or give online. 
 

Spring Clean-Up Day 
Help beautify Mount Olivet for Easter at our Spring 
Clean-up Day scheduled for Saturday morning, March 
25. We will work outside from 8:30 am until about 
noon cleaning up and mulching around bushes and  
trees, planting spring flowers, trimming a few errant 
tree branches, and digging out weeds.  
For more information and to sign up, contact Ann 
Speicher at alspeicher7@gmail.com. 
 
For an update on the Fire Damaged Area of Mount 
Olivet see our website.     
 

Find details on the above announcements and more on our 
website mountolivetumc.com or subscribe to our weekly    
e-news.  

Congregational Prayers 
 

Healing and Sympathy: 

• For Dru D, as she recovers from surgery.  

• For the continued recovery of Sharon Cummins-
Smith following her kidney donation, and for 
Kevin Smith, who is scheduled to receive a kidney 
on March 21. 

For those battling cancer and long-term illness:  
Heather Weir, Cathy Young, Kevin Smith, Jane Hull 
Harvey, Richie S., Hannah, Pacci Segall, David Gantz, 
Dave, Mary, Linda Carter, Sandra Webb. 
 

We hold our confirmation class in prayer as they 
learn, discern, and grow in their faith:  
• Benjamin, Griggs, Charleigh, John, Lucas, Jack, 

Fletcher 
 

Prayers for the World: 
• For the more than 5,000 employees of Twitter that 

have been laid off. Elon Musk, the new owner,  
has slashed staff from around 7,500 workers      
before his takeover to fewer than 2,000.  

• For the people of Mozambique as Tropical Storm 
Freddy, that developed in the Indian Ocean last 
month has become the longest-lasting recorded 
cyclone and is forecasted to hit Mozambique a 
second time. 
 

To submit a prayer concern go to our website                                       
mountolivetumc.com/prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 19, 2023, 11:00 am 
 

Welcome to worship at Mount Olivet.... as we continue our 
journey through Lent we turn our attention to reconciliation. 
The Oxford Dictionary says to be reconciled to another is to   
have "friendly relations" restored. As we know it, reconciliation 
can feel to be a human act, between  feuding individuals or    
communities. But the Apostle Paul has another take on                   
reconciliation. In our scripture reading he writes that "God was 
in Christ reconciling the world to Godself," meaning, that if we 
truly want to be reconciled to one another, we first recognize 
that we have been reconciled to God, by God, and not by our 
own hand. And this flips how we approach reconciliation as    
individuals and communities. 
 

PRELUDE 
   “O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig” from the Leipzig Chorales 
                                                               Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

   Nikolaus Decius was a sixteenth-century monk known to be  

   sympathetic to Martin Luther’s views when they were considered 

   heretical. This chorale prelude by Bach sets a tune associated with 

   Decius’ hymn adaptation of the Roman Catholic Agnus Dei:  
 

   O Lamb of God, innocently slain on the stem of the cross,  

   always found forbearing however despised you were.  

   All sin have you borne, otherwise we should have despaired.  

   Have mercy on us, Jesu.  

   Give us your peace, Jesu.  
 

   In Bach’s setting, the melody is brought forth through long notes 

   against the shorter notes of accompanying parts.  

 

INTROIT 
   Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  
                                                                  American folk hymn 

Participants in Today’s Worship Service: 

Preacher: Rev. Teer Hardy 

Worship Leader: Rev. Sara Keeling 

Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. Bryan Holten 

Children’s Sharing: Linnea Carlson 

Liturgist: Kelly George  

Acolytes: Campbell Black, Santiago Kearns 
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*GATHERING LITANY                                                            
   In Jesus Christ, there is a new creation. 

   Everything old has passed away. 
   Everything has become new. 
   This newness is from God, 
   who has reconciled us through Jesus Christ. 

   Rejoice and be glad! 
   Everything has become new. 
 

*HYMN #400   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                                                             
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
   Gracious God, seeker of the lost 
   draw your children back to your loving embrace, 
   restore us to our inheritance as daughters and sons,  
   and reconcile our hearts to you, 
   that we may become ambassadors  
   of your reconciling love to all the world.  
   Through Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit we 
   pray. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE  
   2 Corinthians 5:16-21 ~ Page 181 in N.T. of the pew Bible 
 

   The Word of God for the people of God.   

   Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT [After Children’s Moment,  

children age 3—5th grade are invited to Children’s Church  
in Rooms L8 and L9, located downstairs] 
 

SERMON                                                    ~ Rev. Teer Hardy     
 

*HYMN #357   Just As I Am, Without One Plea 
 

*LITANY OF CONFESSION 
   Father of the Heavenly Lights,  
   you brought us to life by your Word of truth. 
   We were made in your image,  

   sons and daughters of all colors.                               
    
 

 

   The cancerous wickedness of racism has caused 

   your children to suffer. Prejudice, discrimination, 

   and hatred have led to brokenness, violence and 

   even death. 

   We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as 

   ourselves. We have allowed the sin of racism to divide 

   us in what we have done and what we have not done; 

   what we have said and what we have not said.  

   Purify our hearts and tame our tongues, we pray; 

   Give us courage to repent, to fight for righteousness, 

   and to love and embrace one another. 

   In the name of Jesus, Our Lord. 

   Amen. 
 

   When we repent, turning away from our sin and 

   toward the righteousness of God, we are  

   welcomed with arms stretched wide. This is the 

   promise of God, and it is for you. God embraces 

   you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s 

   name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
 

   Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
   (After each petition, the congregation responds with:  
   Hear our prayer.) 
 

LENTEN OFFERING SPEAKER 
 

OFFERTORY      
   I Will Arise 
  American Traditional, arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 
                                                        ~ The Mount Olivet Choir 

 
   The text “I Will Arise” is a variant of “Come, Thou Fount of Every 
   Blessing”:  
   I will arise and go to Jesus, He will embrace me in His arms, 
   in the arms of my dear Saviour,  
   Oh! There are ten thousand charms.  
    

   Teach me some melodious sonnet  
   sung by faming tongues above,  
   Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,  
   mount of thy redeeming love.  
 

   Come, thou fount of every blessing,  
   tune my heart to sing Thy grace,  
   Streams of mercy never ceasing,  
   call for songs of loudest praise.  
 

*DOXOLOGY    
   We give thee but thine own,  
   whate'er the gift may be; 
   all that we have is thine alone, 
   a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    (in unison) 
 

RECEIVING COMMUNION 
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

  Tune (Hamburg) by Lowell Mason, 1824, arr. Jason W. Krug 

                  ~ Meghan Russo, handbells and Bryan Holten, piano 

 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 

*HYMN #2182 (TFWS)    
   When God Restored Our Common Life 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  
   Toccata in D minor, “Dorian,” BWV 538 
                                                               Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 

* * * 
Please stand, as able, for those acts of worship marked with an asterisk*. 

Words in bold type indicate a congregational response. 


