
 

Announcements  
 

Lenten Offerings 2023 
The Outreach team has identified three causes for our 
Lenten Offering this year to pray about, be connected 
to, and support financially. Please give generously 
throughout the Lenten season. 
 

ESLIM (English as a Second Language and                    
Immigrant Ministries).   
ESLIM offers English classes to adult immigrants at 
very low cost throughout Northern Virginia. Mount 
Olivet has very deep roots with ESLIM. Mount Olivet 
member, Monte Campbell started the ministry with 
two other churches in our church basement. More info 
on our website. Use the Lenten Offering envelope 
found in the pew rack or give online. 
 

New Lenten Study, How To Fight Racism 

How do we effectively confront racial injustice? How 
do we move beyond talking about racism and start 
equipping ourselves to fight against it? Using Jemar 
Tisby's book and video series How to Fight Racism:   
Courageous Christianity and the Journey toward Racial   
Justice we will explore these questions and so much 
more. Two options to attend (in-person or online),  
Sundays, at 9:30 am and Wednesdays, at 7:00 pm.   
Register online.  
 

Bucknell University Choir  
On Sunday, March 12 at 4:00 pm, the Bucknell                   
University Choir will present a concert in our                        
sanctuary. The program is part of their spring tour             
entitled My Spirit Sang: Prayer, Despair, Hope. Please 
support their efforts enthusiastically and enjoy the gift 
of live choral music in a beautiful space. This event is 
free and open to the community, so invite your friends 
and neighbors! A freewill offering will be collected. 
 
For an update on the Fire Damaged Area of Mount 
Olivet see our website.     
 
 

Congregational Prayers 
 

Healing and Sympathy: 

• For Pauline Meehan, who fell and broke her hip 
last week.  

• For Antonia, as she recovers from emergency 
gallbladder surgery last week. 

• For Sandra Webb, recently diagnosed with cancer. 

• For Irene Albert, grandmother of Kyle Vachris, 
who is ill. 

• For the continued recovery of Sharon Cummins-
Smith following her kidney donation, and for 
Kevin Smith, who is scheduled to receive a kidney 
on March 21. 

For those battling cancer and long-term illness:  
Heather Weir, Cathy Young, Kevin Smith, Jane Hull 
Harvey, Richie S., Hannah, Pacci Segall, David Gantz, 
Dave, Mary, Linda Carter. 
 

Prayers for the World: 
• For the 30 million low-income Americans bracing 

for a significant cut in their monthly food           
assistance. After nearly three years, the federal 
government ended pandemic-era payments on 
March 1 for families on SNAP.   

• For the people of Palestine, Ohio who have            
suffered from last month's train derailment of  
toxic chemicals. 

 
To submit a prayer concern go to our website                                       

mountolivetumc.com/prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 5, 2023, 11:00 am 
 

Welcome to worship at Mount Olivet. Today is the second    
Sunday of Lent and our communal journey of exploring racial 
justice. We focus on repentance today, of turning away from    
sin and in the words of Isaiah “learning to do good and seek        
justice.” We repent of our collective and individual complicity 
and perpetuation of racial injustice in our spheres of influence. 
May God challenge and comfort us in our wilderness sojourn. 
 

PRELUDE 
   Adagio                                                       Craig Phillips 

 

INTROIT 
   Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  
                                                                  American folk hymn 
 

*GATHERING LITANY                                                           
   We have gathered today in search of reformation. 
   We want to reform ourselves, our church,  
   and our society. 
   We stand fearless at the edge of change. 

   For God is in the midst of us  
   and we shall not be moved. 
   Be still, and know that God is God.  

   God is our rock and our redeemer. 
 

*HYMN #432   Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love 
                                                                                  vv. 1-3 

Participants in Today’s Worship Service: 

Preacher:  Rev. Sara Keeling 

Worship Leader: Rev. Teer Hardy 

Organist/Choirmaster:  Dr. Bryan Holten 

Children’s Sharing: Linnea Carlson 

Liturgist: Ann Speicher  

Acolytes: Camden Hardy, Sammy Pires Turner 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
   You are our hiding place, O God; 
   you preserve us from trouble 
   and deliver us from death. 
   You teach us your wisdom 
   and show us your grace 
   by honoring the weak 
   and forgiving the wicked. 
   All glory and praise be to you, 
   for justice and mercy meet in you, 
   through Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   
[See green Baptism card in pew rack]  
 

Wesley Becker Cullen 
Born:  March 9, 2020 

Parents:  Kevin & Holly Cullen 
 

SCRIPTURE  
   Isaiah 1:16-17          ~ Page 631 in O.T. of the pew Bible 

 

   The Word of God for the people of God.   

   Thanks be to God! 
 

ANTHEM 
   A Lenten Love Song 
   Text based on Matthew 26: 36-39, Music by Helen Kemp 
    ~ Mount Olivet Children’s Choirs with Karen McElfish, 
                                                      cello and Kim Mullin, piano 
   Now Jesus went into the garden, 

   The garden of Gethsemane.  

   He went there sad and very weary 

   To be alone, to pray:  

   “Dear God, I am so sorrowful, is there no other way? 

   “Dear God, if it is possible, let this cup pass away.”  
 

   Now Jesus went into the garden,  

   The garden of Gethsemane.  

   The olive tree bent over him,  

   And heard him sadly pray:  

   “Dear God, your Son is sorrowful, but knows your way is best.  

   “Let love take hold of me!  

   “Help me to be bold and free to do your will and rest.”  
 

   Where charity and love are found, God is there.   

CHILDREN’S MOMENT [After Children’s Moment,  

children age 3—5th grade are invited to Children’s Church  
in Rooms L8 and L9, located downstairs] 
 

SERMON                                                  ~ Rev. Sara Keeling     
 

*HYMN #441   What Does the Lord Require 
 

*LITANY OF CONFESSION 
   Father of the Heavenly Lights,  
   you brought us to life by your Word of truth. 
   We were made in your image,  

   sons and daughters of all colors.                               

   The cancerous wickedness of racism has caused 

   your children to suffer. Prejudice, discrimination, 

   and hatred have led to brokenness, violence and 

   even death. 

   We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as 

   ourselves. We have allowed the sin of racism to divide 

   us in what we have done and what we have not done; 

   what we have said and what we have not said.  

   Purify our hearts and tame our tongues, we pray; 

   Give us courage to repent, to fight for righteousness, 

   and to love and embrace one another. 

   In the name of Jesus, Our Lord. 

   Amen. 
 

   When we repent, turning away from our sin and 

   toward the righteousness of God, we are  

   welcomed with arms stretched wide. This is the 

   promise of God, and it is for you. God embraces 

   you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s 

   name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
 

   Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
   (After each petition, the congregation responds with:  
   Hear our prayer.) 

OFFERTORY      
   The Call 
        Text by George Herbert, Music by Z. Randall Stroope 
    ~ The Mount Olivet Choir with Dr. Bryan Holten, organ 
 

*DOXOLOGY    
   We give thee but thine own,  
   whate'er the gift may be; 
   all that we have is thine alone, 
   a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS                                                                   
Kevin & Holly Cullen 

Karen Sheble 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
(Please see Setting A, pp. 17-18 in the UM Hymnal) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    (in unison) 
 

RECEIVING COMMUNION 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
   “Lead Me, Lord” by S. S. Wesley, arr. James Kimball 

   “Jesus Loves Me” arr. Sondra Tucker 

                             ~ Eric Myers, Jacob Myers, Jennifer Sauer,  
                                                 and Alison Andrews, handbells 
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 

*HYMN #605   Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  
   Fugue in C minor, Op. 37, No. 1    Felix Mendelssohn 

 
 

* * * 
Please stand, as able, for those acts of worship marked with an asterisk*. 

Words in bold type indicate a congregational response. 
       


