
 

Announcements  
 

Lenten Offerings 2023 
The Outreach team has identified three causes for our 
Lenten Offering this year to pray about, be connected 
to, and support financially. Please give generously 
throughout the Lenten season. 
 

ESLIM (English as a Second Language and                    
Immigrant Ministries).   
ESLIM offers English classes to adult immigrants at 
very low cost throughout Northern Virginia. Mount 
Olivet has very deep roots with ESLIM. Mount Olivet 
member, Monte Campbell started the ministry with 
two other churches in our church basement. There 
were 5 teachers and 30 students in that first session in 
1989. Since then, tens of thousands of students have 
come through the doors of more than 30 churches in 
Northern Virginia and DC. Use the Lenten Offering 
envelope found in the pew rack or give online. 
 

New Lenten Study, How To Fight Racism 

How do we effectively confront racial injustice? How 
do we move beyond talking about racism and start 
equipping ourselves to fight against it? Using Jemar 
Tisby's book and video series How to Fight Racism:   
Courageous Christianity and the Journey toward Racial   
Justice we will explore these questions and so much 
more. Two options to attend (in-person or online),  
Sundays, started today at 9:30 am and Wednesdays, 
starting March 1 at 7:00 pm. Register online.  
 

Bucknell University Choir  
On Sunday, March 12 at 4:00 pm, the Bucknell                   
University Choir will present a concert in our                        
sanctuary. The program is part of their spring tour             
entitled My Spirit Sang: Prayer, Despair, Hope. Please 
support their efforts enthusiastically and enjoy the gift 
of live choral music in a beautiful space. This event is 
free and open to the community, so invite your friends 
and neighbors! A freewill offering will be collected. 
 
 

Congregational Prayers 
 

Healing and Sympathy: 

• For the family and friends of Chuck Gray, who 
died on February 9.  

• For Irene Albert, grandmother of Kyle Vachris, 
who is ill. 

• For the Cummins-Smith family, as Sharon              
donated a kidney last week, and prayers that  
Kevin will receive a best match kidney soon. 

For those battling cancer and long-term illness:  
Heather Weir, Cathy Young, Kevin Smith, Jane Hull 
Harvey, Richie S., Hannah, Pacci Segall, David Gantz, 
Dave, Mary, Linda Carter. 
 

Prayers for the World: 
• For the families of the more than 44,000 people 

who have been killed by earthquakes in Turkey 
and Syria and for the more than 1 million people 
who have been left homeless. 

• For peace between Ukraine and Russia a year      
after Russia invaded Ukraine.  

• For peace between North Korea and Japan/South 
Korea after North Korea fired two short-range 
ballistic missiles into the sea east of the country 
last Monday in its second test launch in three 
days, prompting Japan to request an emergency 
meeting of the U.N. Security Council.  

 
To submit a prayer concern go to our website                                       

mountolivetumc.com/prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 26, 2023, 11:00 am 
 

Welcome to worship at Mount Olivet. Today is the first Sunday in our 
forty-day journey toward Easter. We trade the Alleluia's of worship for 
purple linens throughout the sanctuary. We trade the bright light of 
Epiphany for fasting and repentance. Today is also the first Sunday in 
our congregational study, examining racism in our lives, in the life of  
our congregation, and beyond. In the words of Jemar Tisby, today we 
begin to open a door to "explore the possibilities of a world in which 
racism does not define so much of our reality." Rather, over the coming 
weeks we will explore how we can celebrate differences while not using 
"them to dismiss or dehumanize." We pray this time of worship will    
be a blessing to you.  

 

PRELUDE 
   The Church’s One Foundation 
   Tune by Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864, arr. Dan Forrest 
 

INTROIT 
   Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  
                                                                  American folk hymn 
 

*GATHERING LITANY                                                           
   Christ, You share our poverty. You dwell with us  
   in our food deserts. Every day you know it seems 
   the same, the struggle for life never ceasing.  

   How long do we have to wait to enter your  
   promised land?  
   Jesus, You hear the lies told about us. We are not 
   lazy. We do not waste anything you have given us. 
   Every day you join us as we struggle to pay  
   our bills.  

   How long do we have to wait to enter your  
   promised land?       
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   Savior, You know that we are being cheated out of 
   our wages. We work hard. We are essential  
   workers. Every day we pray for your strength to 
   struggle through each and every day.  

   How long do we have to wait to enter your  
   promised land?  
   Human One, You know how it is to live rough on 
   the streets with no place to lay your head. The rent 
   is too high. We have no place to go. Every day you 
   join us as we seek a place to shelter.  

   How long do we have to wait to enter your  
   promised land?  
   Holy One, You have faith in us and we trust in 
   you. You never leave our side. You are always 
   there to give us encouragement and support. Every 
   day you join with us and hope for a better day.  
   No matter how long the journey takes, we know that 
   together we shall enter into your promised land.  
   May it be today. 
 

*HYMN #545   The Church’s One Foundation, vv.1-4 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
   God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
   Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   who gives us birth by water and Holy Spirit, 
   teach us how to live always 
   in integrity of body, mind, and spirit,  
   in obedience to your love, 
   in the name of Jesus Christ, 
   to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
   be all honor and glory now and forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE  
   Psalm 13                 ~ Page 494 in O.T. of the pew Bible 

 

   The Word of God for the people of God.   
   Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT [After Children’s Moment,  

children age 3—5th grade are invited to Children’s Church  
in Rooms L8 and L9, located downstairs] 

SERMON                                                    ~ Rev. Teer Hardy     

 

*HYMN #2209 (TFWS)   How Long, O Lord 
 

*LITANY OF CONFESSION 
   Father of the Heavenly Lights,  
   you brought us to life by your Word of truth, 
   We were made in your image,  

   sons and daughters of all colors.                               

   The cancerous wickedness of racism has caused 

   your children to suffer. Prejudice, discrimination, 

   and hatred have led to brokenness, violence and 

   even death 

   We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as 

   ourselves. We have allowed the sin of racism to divide 

   us in what we have done and what we have not done; 

   what we have said and what we have not said.  

   Purify our hearts and tame our tongues, we pray; 

   Give us courage to repent, to fight for righteousness, 

   and to love and embrace one another. 

   In the name of Jesus, Our Lord... 

   Amen. 
 

   When we repent, turning away from our sin and 

   toward the righteousness of God, we are  

   welcomed with arms stretched wide. This is the 

   promise of God, and it is for you. God embraces 

   you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s 

   name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
 

   Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
   (After each petition, the congregation responds with:  

   Hear our prayer.) 
 

LENTEN SPEAKER                        ~ Cynthia Huber 
 

OFFERTORY      
   If Ye Love Me 
                                                             Text from John 14:15-18 
                                                               Music by Philip Wilby 
    ~ The Mount Olivet Choir with Dr. Bryan Holten, organ 
 

   If ye love me, keep my commandments, 

   and I will pray the Father,  

   and he shall give you another comforter. 

   That he may abide with you forever;  

   Even the Spirit of Truth. 
 

   And ye know Him, for He dwelleth with you,  

   and shall be in you.  

   I will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you.  

 

*DOXOLOGY    
   We give thee but thine own,  
   whate'er the gift may be; 
   all that we have is thine alone, 
   a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER    (in unison) 

 

RECEIVING COMMUNION 
 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 

*HYMN #700   Abide with Me 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  
   Toccata in E minor                              Johann Pachelbel 

 
 

* * * 
Please stand, as able, for those acts of worship marked with an asterisk*. 

Words in bold type indicate a congregational response. 
       


