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"The visions we offer our children  
shape the future."  
 — Carl Sagan

The Louisville Zoo has always been a place for families 
to learn about animals and their role in the natural 
world. Our mission is "to better the bond between 
people and our planet" and to ultimately build little 
(and big) earth advocates. Now, the Zoo is embarking 
on building little (and big) humanitarian advocates by 
partnering with Christopher 2X and Future Healers!

In the fall of 2020, nightly news entering our homes 
was either about the pandemic, protests, or gun 
violence in our country. With this as the backdrop, 
University of Louisville (UL) School of Medicine students 
reached out to Christopher 2X's Game Changers about 
an idea. The students wanted bring the youth of our 
community who are suffering due to secondary trauma 
from gun violence into a program that would cultivate 
their wellbeing, compassion, and possibly foster 
careers in the medical field. Future Healers was born to 
recognize the littlest victims of violence as well as the 
sometimes invisible effects of secondary trauma. This partnership, fully realized in the summer of 2021, brought 
together the combined forces of UL Health, trauma surgeons from the UL Trauma Institute, and UL School of 
Medicine with Christopher 2X's Game Changers.

"The goal of Future Healers is simple," said Christopher 2X. "To encourage these kids to be great humanitarian 
advocates as it relates to understanding that you have to respect the whole idea of the existence of another 
human being in a healthy and proper way."

Following a September 2021 Future Healers 
trip to the Zoo sponsored by Kosair Charities, Zoo 
leadership met with Christopher 2X about expanding 
Future Healers to have a Zoo component that would 
complement the existing program and focus on the 
therapeutic and healing nature of animals.

In October 2021, a unique initiative was hatched that 
the Zoo believes to be the only one of its kind: Future 
Healers Got Zoo Buddies (FHGZB).

This educational program takes Future Healer 
program participants ages 4 – 13 and immerses them 
into the natural world of animals. While we can't take 
their secondary trauma away, the Zoo can offer a safe, 
inclusive space for these kids to escape their trauma for 
a few moments and experience the healing power of 
animals. We hope to help in their healing and for them 
to emerge as leaders and vital stewards of our planet.

"The Zoo brings that energy,” said Christopher 2X, who expressed his excitement about the endeavor. “The 
Zoo plays a part in healing families, communities, and inspiring them to see a better day, every day, regardless of 
what neighborhood they live in Metro Louisville.”

Compassion and the concept that we have one mind, one body, one life, and one planet is at the heart of the 
education curriculum for FHGZB. The program is taken in part from the “One Health” approach — a public health 
initiative that strives to understand the connection between humans, animals and the environment. It examines 
how we are all interconnected with each other and how empathy is at the foundation of that connection. Without 
one, the others cannot be healthy.

"This program offers kids an experience in nature that maybe they have not had before and a place to see their 
important role in a healthy planet,” said Assistant Director for Conservation, Education and Collections, Steve 
Taylor. "We hope they take these experiences and affect change not only in their neighborhoods and community 
but globally as well."

Twenty of the Future Healers were handpicked by Christopher 2X to be a part of the FHGZB program. These 
youths will meet at the Zoo monthly, along with their parents, for learning and growth moments centered in 
animal care and total wellness.

The curriculum will engage the "little healer buddies" ages 4 to 8 in focused activities to learn 
about empathy for each other and animals. The "big healer buddies" ages 9 to 13 will be working on 
conservation action projects.

The education team will focus on bees and pollinator gardens this first year. "A bee might seem obscure 
and not what the kids expect. There is often a negative connotation with bees, and we hope to change that," 
explained Education Curator Kim Allgeier. "We hope to instill how important bees are in our ecosystem and our 
food supply. We want them to respect bees and protect them." 

"We all depend on one another, and we can all positively impact the world we share,” said Louisville Zoo 
Executive Director Dan Maloney. "We hope these young people grow up with us, become part of our Zoo family 
and create a lifetime of memories while learning more about the remarkable value of wildlife and wild places."

FHZGB officially launched the first session on February 26, 2022.
"Hopefully, these experiences will let these children know that there was some caring that came their way 

and some healing in participating that's going to make them whole and feel a purpose," said Christopher 2X. 
"We want these kids to know they can shoot for the stars on their goals and ambitions and go beyond their 
tremendous stresses as it relates to violent crime and trauma."

The Zoo hopes so too and we look forward to the future of this program!
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Future Healers Got Zoo Buddies participants learn how to 
prepare fish for the seals and sea lions in Glacier Run.

The kids get an upclose look at the Zoo's seals and sea lions.
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