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State Essential Questions & Learning Objectives 

Each lesson contains at least 3 unique ways for students to engage with

content from the primary list below

Each lesson contains at least 3 ways for students to demonstrate their

thinking about the content

Each lesson contains at least one content block that has audio narration
attached

At least one in three lessons contains a discussion question

There is clear alignment between the essential questions, objectives,

resources provided, and the ways students are asked to demonstrate

their understanding.

Canopy Course Checklist

principles from Universal Design for Learning,

research from the Science of Learning, and

the book Understanding by Design by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe.

This guidance is in place to provide creators with a framework to assist with planning

courses in Canopy. The attributes described below are informed by:

1.

2.

3.

Because Canopy’s design is inspired by how people learn, well-designed Canopy

courses raise the bar for the depth of learning that can be expected from an online

course platform.

The following pages provide a more detailed description of each of these

characteristics.

http://canopyed.com/
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We ask creators to explicitly state the themes and learning objectives for 3 reasons: 

1) It can assist in your own planning by making sure the resources and engagement
opportunities are aligned to a clear purpose 

2) It helps other educators browsing resources to quickly understand what will be
accomplished in your unit/course

3) Sharing the themes and objectives with learners can help them clarify what is   
 being learned and connecting the content of a particular unit to larger themes or
essential questions can help learners transfer and apply knowledge more effectively

This means that each unit begins with a Unit 0 and Lesson 0 that is dedicated to
establishing these themes and objectives. The themes should be written in the form
of Essential Questions and the objectives should be written with higher level Bloom's
verbs that describe what students should be able to do. Content for K-12 students
can include state standards as well.  

(Read more about Essential Questions here. The word 'understand should be
avoided in objectives because, by itself, it does not describe how students are able to
demonstrate that understanding.) 

State Main Themes & Learning Objectives

http://canopyed.com/
https://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=53


Multiple Ways for Students to Engage 
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An established body of research shows that people are more engaged and more
likely to be able to remember and apply knowledge when they engage with it in
multiple ways. 

For this reason, we ask Canopy Creators to include at least 3 primary ways for
learners to engage with content in each lesson.  

The good news is that Canopy makes it easy to incorporate multiple methods of
engagement.   

Ways to engage with content in Canopy:

Embedded YouTube video

An original video or screencast

Google Slides or Doc

A PDF reading or resource

Make a graphic organizer w/

Canva

Text related to the content

Primary:
Audio recorded by the teacher

attached to a content block

Peer responses in a discussion

Images and Canva designs

Text to provide directions or

describe objectives

Taking notes

Supporting: 

http://canopyed.com/
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Multiple Ways for Students to Demonstrate Learning 

Beyond having multiple ways to engage with content, people also learn best when
they are asked to demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways. This is incredibly
powerful for long-term retention and greatly increases learners ability to transfer
knowledge to new contexts. 

For this reason, we ask Canopy Creators to include at least 3 unique ways for
students to engage with content in each lesson.  

The good news, again, is that Canopy makes it easy to incorporate multiple methods
for students to demonstrate learning.   

Ways to demonstrate learning in Canopy:
Annotate a PDF

Add text or draw on a PDF

Create & submit a Canva

design

Engage in discussion threads

Multiple Choice and Multiple

Select questions

Short Answer questions

Copy & complete a Google Doc

Record and submit Audio or

Video question responses

Answer questions in videos

Upload an assignment in any

file type

Respond to poll questions

Complete Google Forms

http://canopyed.com/
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Include a Discussion Question

Attaching Audio to a Content Block 
Canopy allows creators to record and attach their own audio to any content block. 

This feature improves student engagement and motivation be creating a sense of
direct connection during a self-paced learning experience.

The audio feature also helps creators clarify the intention of a content block, describe
how it relates to other content blocks, or emphasize key ideas - all while making sure
the lesson does not become overwhelmed by text.  

To attach audio you must first save the content block. Then click the + Audio icon.

Canopy makes it easy to set up discussion
prompts for students. This feature is especially
important in self-paced learning because it
allows for authentic communication between
learners about ideas. 

The Canopy discussion block is unique in 3 ways: 

1) Learners cannot see other people's responses
until they submit their own 

2) The teacher can set a required # of replies

3) The teacher can attach a rubric to support
students in effective posts and replies 

Including at least one discussion block every 3
lessons makes sure learners can benefit from
their peers reflections - not just their own.  

http://canopyed.com/
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Does the presentation of resources align with the essential questions and
objectives in order to focus attention on the important aspects of the content?

Do my questions focus the students' attention on the aspects of the content that
will allow them to master the objectives and respond to the essential questions? 

Do my questions push students to the level of rigor required by the objectives
throughout each lesson - not just at the end of the unit?  

If learners move through the lessons will they be able to respond to the initial
essential questions in an informed way and defend their answers? 

Well designed units focus students attention on what is important to think about and
make sure that resources and demonstrations of learning are aligned back to the
objectives and essential questions. 

Alignment within lessons means that the resources provided directly support

students in how they are asked to demonstrate their understanding.

Alignment between lessons means that there is a clear connection from one lesson

to the next so that they make sense as a coherent unit organized around common

essential questions.

There is also alignment to the rigor of the essential questions and objectives.

Some questions to consider to help with alignment:

Ensure Alignment 

Thank you for your interest in creating
with Canopy! 

By following the above checklist you can design learning experience that
redefine the depth and rigor of learning possible with self-paced online
learning. 

Together we can build the future of online curriculum. 
 

Questions? CanopyEd@CanopyEd.com
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