
As the COVID-19 pandemic spread across the globe, the Forbeck 
Foundation struggled to figure out how we can remain relevant 
in a time where conferences, meetings and even small gatherings 
were forbidden.  At the first ever virtual Retreat in October 2020, 
we could hear how much the junior scientists were struggling 
across the globe from the shutdown.   

 “The COVID-19 outbreak caused many academic labs to 
either close or curtail their activities significantly, with animal 
colonies lost and reagents expiring due to the inability of the 
investigators to use them in a timely fashion.  COVID is going to 
impact the direction of science for some time to come.  Most of 
the funds earmarked for cancer research have been redirected to 
focus on COVID-19. Cancer research will still continue but it will 
be a second-class citizen at least until times get back to ‘normal’.”

- John Kemshead, PhD, FRCPath 
Chairman of the Scientific Advisory Board

Inspired by discussions with the Forbeck Scholars, the Strategic 
Planning Committee proposed the Forbeck COVID-19 Recovery 
Grant.  The Foundation was able to redirect funds from the 
rescheduled 2020 meetings to help these junior researchers 
get back to fighting cancer.  Wasting no time, the Forbeck 
Foundation opened applications for junior researchers to 
request up to $30k in funding to be directed towards things 
lost during the shutdown.  In January, the Scientific Advisory 

Board awarded over $283k in grants to 13 Forbeck Scholars.  
Most requests had to do with reagents lost, mice colonies that 
had to be exterminated, or the increased costs of supplies or 
loss of funding during the global struggle.  The awardees were 
incredibly grateful for this opportunity.  

Grant Awardees

*	 Esra Akbay, PhD - UT Southwestern Medical Center
*	 Laura Banaszynski, PhD - UT Southwestern Medical Center
*	 Floris Barthel, MD - The Jackson Laboratory
*	 Uri Ben-David, PhD - Tel Aviv University
*	 Shruti Bhatt, PhD - National University of Singapore
*	 Jessie Brown, PhD - Columbia University
*	 Camille Jacqueline, PhD - University of Pittsburgh
*	 Loretta Li, MD - Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago
*	 Peter Ly, PhD - UT Southwestern Medical Center
*	 Elena Piskounova, PhD - Weill Cornell Medicine
*	 C. Daniela Robles-Espinoza, PhD - National Autonomous 

University of Mexico
*	 Jason Sheltzer, PhD - Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
*	 Peter van Galen, PhD - Broad Institute

COVID-19 Recovery Grant
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“I firmly believe that this assistance from WGFRF will 
enable us to rapidly re-establish lost momentum and get 
our research program back to full speed in 2021.”
- Peter Ly, PhD, Sponsored by David & Dorcas Collins
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COVID-19 Recovery Grant Award Winners

“This COVID Recovery Grant would allow me to avoid laying off an 
excellent researcher who aspires to attend grad school, and I believe 
that it would help us generate enough preliminary data to successfully 
compete for NIH funding. In particular, we would work to replicate 
our discoveries in ovarian cancer in other cancer types, in order to 
determine whether “aneuploidy addictions” represent a common 
feature of tumor genomes.”

- Jason Sheltzer, PhD, Sponsored by Big Foot Lions Club & John O’Neill

“Just yesterday we started processing patient samples with the reagents 
Forbeck allowed us to recover! This analysis will show how pre-malignant 
expansions of mutated cells affect the blood system in leukemia.”

- Peter Van Galen, PhD, Sponsored by The Alben F and Clara G Bates Foundation

“We request a total of $27,000 to recover, reestablish 
and rerun the in vivo metastasis experiments that 
we had to 100% shutdown due to the COVID19 
pandemic. Forbeck Pandemic Recovery Grant would be 
a tremendous relief from the loss of our in vivo work, 
and would serve as a spring board for two publications 
as well as two major grants (R01 and American Cancer 
Society Scholar Grant).”

- Elena Piskounova, PhD

“As a result of COVID-19 an unexpected pause occurred in my telomere 
research, which prevented me from gathering data critical to the 
development of my research program. The requested funds from this grant 
award will provide a bridge to support costs to finalize pending experiments 
while supporting the continuation of my telomere research program, which is currently unfunded as a 
result of COVID-19. Specifically, the funds requested in the attached budget will be used to pilot a 
‘chromatin conformation capture’ based assay that can detect telomeric chromatin interactions using 
DNA sequencing.”

- Floris Barthel, MD, Sponsored by The Alben F and Clara G Bates Foundation

“The support from the Forbeck Foundation has been incredibly 
valuable for my growth as a scientist, and I am very thankful that you 
have opened this Recovery grant funding.”  

- C. Daniela Robles-Espinoza, PhD, Sponsored by Bill and Helen Johnson

“As a consequence of the pause to in-person benchwork, 
supplies that I use for single-cell transcriptomics expired and 
mice which were to be used for patient-derived xenografts (PDX) 
were culled. These specialty reagents... are very costly and as a 
result we lost nearly $24,000 in single-cell RNAseq supplies 
alone..... I greatly appreciate the opportunity from the William 
Guy Forbeck Research Foundation to recover some of these 
lost research supply costs and the recognition of the significant 
disruption the pandemic has had on our work.”

 - Jessie Brown, PhD
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COVID interrupted the Foundation’s 
growth trajectory.  As we resume 
normal operations, we will have many 
more scholars and Forums.  To this 
end, we would like to draw attention 
to the Sponsor a Scholar and Sponsor 
a Forum programs.   These programs 
were introduced to connect donors 
directly with the science they were 
funding.  These options allow a donor 
to fund a specific scientist or an entire 
forum.  We can often connect donors 
to the area of cancer research that 
they are passionate about. 

For example, the Ice Fishing Jamboree 
will be sponsoring the Graft vs. Host 
forum because that was a topic that 
affected that group of organizers.  
Additionally, the Kira Spedale Walk the 
Lake Event sponsored the DIPG Forum 
because Kira’s family and friends want 
to continue to honor her legacy and 
her battle with DIPG.

We would love to work with you to 
create a way to memorialize or honor 
your loved ones affected by cancer.

Please contact admin@wgfrf.org to 
discuss a possible event today!

* * *
The Forbeck Foundation is not 
able to do the work we do without 
the generous support of people 
like you.  For the most up-to-
date list of all our supporters 
including individual donors, in-
kind donations, grants, and the 
Sponsor A Scholar Program please 
visit:  wgfrf.org/our-supporters

Thank you for your contributions 
and support of the Foundation.

Thank You 
Donors &
Sponsors

September 9-12, 2021
Targeted Therapies in Pediatric Cancers
Steven G. Dubois, MD of Dana Farber Cancer Institute
Martine F. Roussel, PhD of St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

October 14-17, 2021
Uncovering new mechanisms of LKB1-mediated tumor suppression
Russell Jones of VanAndel Institute
Reuben Shaw of Salk Institute

2021 Fall Scholar Retreat - Sponsored by Wayne and Nan Kocourek Foundation
Stephen J. Chanock, MD of National Cancer Institute 

 
October 28-31, 2021

Immunotherapies and Mechanisms of Immune Escape
Esra Akbay, PhD of UT Southwestern Medical Center
Monica Guzman, PhD of Weill Cornell Medicine 

Emerging Strategies to Overcome Heterogeneous Resistance Mechanisms
Joan Brugge, PhD of Harvard University
Charles Sawyers, MD of Memorial Sloan Kettering
Kris C. Wood, PhD of Duke University 

November 11-14, 2021
New Insights into the Role of Microbes in Cancer
Jannell Ayres, PhD of Salk Institute
Ken Cadwell, PhD of NYU Langone 

Graft vs Host Disease - Sponsored by the 2021 Fishing for a Cure Ice Jamboree
Bruce Blazar, MD of The University of Minnesota
Leslie Kean, MD, PhD of Harvard University 

December 2-5, 2021
Cellular Reprogramming and Metastatic Disease - Sponsored by the John T. Lewis Foundation
Sarah- Maria Fendt of VIB-KU Leuven Center for Cancer Biology
Raul Mostoslavsky, MD, PhD of Harvard University

2021 Meetings

2021 Ice Jamboree Recap
The Ice Fishing Jamboree was a great success with 96 registrations (up from 36 
in 2020). The weather was great, sunny in the morning with very little wind all day. 
Nearly every group of anglers caught fish with multiple people stating it was the 
most fish they have caught in a day of ice fishing.

We are grateful to Matt Gerdes for organizing and running this very successful 
fundraiser. Overall we were able to raise $6,000, which will be directly applied to 
the upcoming Graft vs. Host Disease forum happening November 11-14, 2021 at 
Geneva National Resort in Lake Geneva.
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Dr. and Mrs. Shashi Bushan
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Mr. Bernard Donaldson
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Mr. and Mrs. Edward Frick
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Mr. and Mrs. Eric Geschke
Mr. and Mrs. Reed Gibson
Mr. Nick Hammarstrom
Ms. Jeanne D Hanahan
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hannon, Jr.
The Harvard State Bank
Mr. and Mrs. John Hatch
Mr. and Mrs. Don Hedberg
Ms. Trudy Hellios
Ms. Pamela Hermanek
Mr. Dean Hildebrand
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Ms. Joanne Woodman Hodge
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hoffman
Mr. Sean Horvath
Mr. and Mrs. James Howard
Mr. Steve Hryszczuk
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Huber
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Hull
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Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Jaeger
Mr. Larry Jasiukaitis
Mr. and Mrs. Kinzer C. Jennings
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Jesser
Mr. and Mr.s Charles Jesser
Mr. Bo B. Johnson
Mr. Brent Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Jouris
Ms. Elaine Kanelos
Mr. Thomas H. Keefe
Ms. Irene Keeley & Mr. Charles Chalko
Ms. Carol Kinzer
Mr. William Kinzer
Mr. James A. Kirchschlager
Mr. Phillip Kolesinski
Ms. Beverly A. Komenda
Mrs. Marie Kropp
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kyle
Mr. and Mrs. Montague Laffitte
Ms. Joan Lahey
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Laing
Mrs. Tobey Lannert
Mr. and Mrs. G. Lansbery
Ms. Ann Lehman
Mr. Michael Leigh
Ms. Cynthia Leparski
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Liebovich
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Lindmark
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Ludington
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Lutz
Mrs. James Maddock
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Mr. Michael Martin
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Mr. Colin Nugent
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Dr. Tianpeng Zhang, PhD
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Mr. Dean Polaske
Ms. Debby Poper
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Mr. and Mrs. Henry Proesel, II
Mr. Jeff T. Rahn
Ms. Andrea Reeves
Mr. Scott Reiff
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Robert & Patricia Moore Foundation
Mr. Gary Ruch
Goldman Sachs
Ms. Barbara Sander
Mr. John Schanz
Mr. Jeff Schmidt
Mr. James Schopf
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Schutz Sr.
Mr. Paul Dwatne Shoumake
Mr. Matthew Simon
Ms. Norine R. Smyth

In Memory of
Ann Farnsworth Berberi

Ralph Bogan
Charlie Boehland

Don Cornelius
Jane M. Frackleton

William H. Frackelton, MD
Jean Marie Frick

Anthony G. Forbeck
Kevin Patrick Forbeck
William Guy Forbeck

Thomas A. Geldermann
Mary Agnes Huber

T.L. Sam Irmen
Sheila Hatch Kane
Richard A. Kinzer

Rebecca Lasek
Robert T. Morava Sr.

Jeanne Myers
Thomas Patrick O’Neill

Ross Prio III
Richard Ring

Lynne O’Neill Sebby
Norine “Dee” Smyth
Anthony J. Terlato

John C. Tobin
Janet Vaile

In Honor of
David and Dorcas Collins

George and Jennifer Forbeck
The Forbeck Family

Missy Hanahan
Holly Starck



Donations, Grants, and Sponsors

Benefactors
Mr. Rick Snelling
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Somerville
Ms. Holly Starck
Mr. and Mrs. Tobias Steivang
Mr. Nick Suttman Mr. Lenore E. Swoboda
Mr. Jason Szabo
Mr. Dale Teeter
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Tobin
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Tolbert
Mr. Jeff Vaci
Mr. John Vaile
Mr. Howard Vaughan, III
Mr. Kyle Vernon
Ms. Ellen Vogel

Ms. Alicia Wainwright
Mr. Scott Walter
Ms. Sally Ward
Ms. Tracey Wieder
Mr. Andrew Wiefrich
Mr. and Mrs. David Williams
Ms. Jeannette Windon
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wright
Mr. Jason L. Yanny
Wayne and Nan Kocourek Foundation
Mr. William R Ziegler

In Kind Donations
Bear Creek Distillery

Chicago Bears Charities

Chicago Bulls Charities

Chicago White Sox Charities

Green Bay Packers Foundation

Golf Outing Donors
Lakewood Golf Club

Grants
George T. Lewis, Jr. Foundation

Sponsor a Scholar
Alben F and Clara G Bates Foundation

Ms. Nancy Arango

Mr. Mick Balestrieri

Big Foot Lions Club & John O’Neill

Mr. and Mrs. David & Dorcas Collins

Ms. Christine Crum

The Gage Family

Mrs. William Gage, Sr.

Ms. Nancy O’Neil Gelderman

Mr. Bill Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. William Johnson

Ms. Ann Lehman

Ms. Nancy Lehman

Ross Family Foundation

Mrs. Norine Smyth

Ms. Linda Tonge

Thank you for your contribution and support in 2020!

Please help us to fund the busiest year the Forbeck Foundation will ever have in 2021.

To make a contribution, please visit
www.wgfrf.org/donate

Contributions are tax deductible for federal IRS purposes.  IRS file number: 580063499



P.O. BOX 1033

CARBONDALE, COLORADO 81623

Forbeck Cancer Forums accelerate progress 
in the fight against cancer by fostering a 
results driven exchange of ideas.  Through 
intimate gatherings of the leading 
researchers, outside of conventional 
constraints and barriers, collaborations are 
formed that hasten cancer research.

Contributions are tax deductible for federal IRS purposes.  IRS file number: 580063499

How You Can Help
Help us increase our reach by donating to the Foundation, bringing a friend to an event or spreading the word about what 
we’re up to on social media.  If you would like to make a donation, sponsor a meeting, scholar, or blue jean ball item, please 
visit:  wgfrf.org/donate.

When you shop on Amazon Smile, the Amazon Smile Foundation 
contributes 0.5 percent of eligible purchases to the Forbeck Foundation.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/57-0788084


