
This year the Forbeck Foundation is celebrating its 25th year 
with several new activities in addition to our traditional programs:  
This year’s Blue Jean Ball (Sept 18 in Lake Geneva, WI) will begin 
with a brief program to discuss various cancer topics,  trustee 
Luis Taveras is developing an exciting and challenging 5-year 

strategy for the Foundation,  2003 Scholar Jim Amatruda will kick-off our newly 
redefined Focus program by organizing a Forum-type meeting on the topic of “Germ 
Cell Tumors.”  Each of these activities is discussed in more detail in this 25th year 
edition of the newsletter.

It has been an exciting and successful 25 years for the Foundation.  As we look 
forward to an equally exciting next 25 years, we plan to play an active role in the 
cancer break-throughs that are sure to come.

Our profound thanks to the many people who have helped the Foundation over 
the years.

STRATEGIC PLANNING
By Luis Taveras, Ph.D.

As organizations mature and go through the growth stages, 
it’s critical to continuously review the mission, vision and the 
supporting goals and objectives.  In essence, it’s critical to ensure 
that the strategy stays current with all the internal and external 
environmental factors that continue to change.

Now in its 25th year, the William G. Forbeck Foundation has 
certainly enjoyed a very successful history of growth in its pioneering efforts to 
foster collaboration among the world’s top cancer researchers and practitioners.  
Our efforts over the past quarter century have resulted in significant advancements 
in the development of treatment protocols and research methods.  Nonetheless, as 
the scientific world of cancer research continues to advance towards a cure, our 
organization also needs to continue to grow and expand our level of activity in order 
to remain relevant and leave a larger and more significant footprint on the road 
towards the cure.  

CORE MISSION:  It is with this backdrop of success in the past and much hope 
for the future that we have embarked on reviewing the strategic direction of the 
Forbeck Foundation.  With input from the members of the Scientific Advisory Board 
and the Board of Trustees, it has been decided that the focus of our organization will 
remain primarily unchanged: We will continue to provide a forum where the world 
top scientists and practitioners are able to freely exchange ideas in a highly focused 
small group setting.  
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Striving Towards a New Approach to 
Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment

Far in advance of 
what was predicted, 
the human genome 
was fully sequenced 
a few years ago.  This 
was made possible 
through major 
advances in both our 
ability to sequence 
the DNA in cells and 
computational power to process the data.  In 
lay language this means that the “informational  
code” present in the DNA of our cells that 
carries all the data enabling cells to function 
has been read.  

Once the normal DNA sequence in our 
cells is understood it should be possible to 
identify changes that are present in cancer 
cells. If common changes are identified in the 
tumor cells of a group of individuals all with 
the same disease then by comparing both 
the normal and aberrant DNA sequences, 
the causative agents that bring about the 
malignancy should be identified.  To this end 
cooperative groups in different countries have 
been set up to work on different tumor types.  

John T. Kemshead
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The focus of the 2009 Forbeck 
Foundation meeting in Hilton Head 
was primary brain tumors. These are 
a leading cause of cancer death in 
children. Although their occurrence 
in adults is relatively rare, the tumors 
can be very aggressive with poor 
survival rates.  

In adults, primary brain 
tumors usually arise in cells called 
astrocytes, which are thought of as 
the supporting cells of the nervous 
system. These cells, in their poorly 
differentiated form, can produce a 
tumor type called gliomas, which are 
exceedingly difficult to treat with any 
of the common approaches (surgery, 
chemotherapy, or radiation therapy).

Major efforts are now underway to 
elucidate the genetic changes that can 
occur in specific types of brain tumors.  
This can lead to the identification of 
either abnormal receptors and/or 
activated growth pathways that may 
aid the development of new, much 
needed, therapies. Animal models 

for some of these tumors have now 
been developed, and can also provide 
information on their behavior and 
response to experimental treatments. 

New clinical trials are finding 
that gliomas are highly dependent 
on new blood vessel development. 
Our understanding of how the 
tumor cell communicates with host 
blood vessels to increase their rate 
of division and thus their number 
offers a new approach to destroying 
the cancer cells if therapies can be 
developed to specifically destroy 
these vessels.  

In this field there is a desperate 
need to define new approaches 
to treatment.  Dr. Tracy Batchelor 
of Massachusetts General Hospital 
Cancer Center, and Dr. Luis Parada of 
the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center, brought together 
a group of clinicians and basic 
scientists to review new information 
on the development and treatment of 
brain tumors.

Session I
Dr. Peter Dirks reviewed his 

work on the identification of 
cell populations with stem cell 
like properties in mouse models 
of medulloblastoma (a pediatric 
tumor) and glioma.  He reviewed the 
importance of culture conditions in 
the enumeration of these cells and the 
evidence that these cells maintain their 
tumorigenic properties in vivo.  The 
identification and characterization of 
these cell populations could lead to 
the development of drug screening 
platforms to identify agents that target 
cancer stem cells that are present in 
these tumor types.

Dr. Luis Parada reviewed data 
provided by Lynda Chin from The 
Cancer Genome Atlas (TCGA) study.  
Glioblastoma was the first tumor 
selected for genomic screening in 
this large-scale national project. 
Investigators probed glioblastoma 
for the expression of 600 well-
characterized, cancer-associated 
genes.  There were six major genetic 
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2009 Conference Report on “The Biology and Treatment of Primary Brain Tumors”
By Dr. Tracy Batchelor and Dr. Luis Parada

November 5-8, 2009 - Hilton Head Island, South Carolina
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mutations identified (TP53, IDH1, 
EGFR, PDGFRa, NF1, CDKN2A) in 
the glioblastoma specimens.  Some 
of these findings were unexpected 
and this project has generated a rich 
database that can be publicly accessed 
by researchers studying glioblastoma.  
The TCGA project has supported the 
concept that glioblastoma consists 
of a number of genetic subsets and 
raises the possibility that these 
subsets may respond differentially to 
molecular targets.  This implies that 
future clinical trials of novel agents 
could be tailored to target particular 
molecular categories of these tumors. 

Dr. Roger Stupp  
reviewed the current 
status of clinical trial 
designs in neuro-
oncology and the 
challenges that the field 
faces including the assessment of 
molecularly-targeted agents. The 
traditional endpoints utilized in these 
trials including radiographic response 
by Computerized Tomography (CT) 
or Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) scans and time to progression 
have limitations in the current era of 
molecularly-targeted and anti-
angiogenesis therapies.  The practical 
realities of acquiring timely genetic 
analysis in parallel with initial 
pathological evaluation were 
reviewed. There are challenges in 
standardizing molecular assays and 
sharing tumor tissue across 
institutional boundaries.  Although 
molecular characterization is not yet 
available in most institutions this will 
soon change and genetic sub-sets of 
tumors will be prospectively defined 
for enrollment into clinical trials.

It was 3 most stimulating days, 
with a lot of interesting exchanges 
allowing for novel ideas and new 
collaborations.  

- Roger Stupp, MD 

Dr. Mikkel Noerholm discussed 
the work from the laboratory 
of Xandra Breakefield regarding 
exosomes. These are membrane 
vesicles that may contain nucleic 

acids released from tumors into 
body fluids such as blood, urine, and 
breast milk.  Exosomes containing 
RNA from glioblastomas and could 
constitute an easily accessible bio-
specimen for assessment of cancer-
related mutations and monitoring 
for tumor recurrence.  A preliminary 
study demonstrated that exosomal 
analysis has a high degree of 
sensitivity and specificity in the 
identification of EGFRvIII mutations 
in glioblastoma patients.  The 
availability of a blood assay for serial 
assessment of genetic mutations in 
a relatively inaccessible tumor like 
glioblastoma is highly desirable.

Session II
This session, chaired by Dr. Eric 

Holland, focused around principles 
of how brain tumors arise and 
where they arise.  In the first two 
talks Drs. Chen and Styles addressed 
mechanistic properties of glioma.  
Dr. Chen posed the following 
scenario.  Cancer genes in tumors 
drive the tumor overgrowth but 
as a consequence, there may be 
weaknesses in the integrity of the 
cells that arise from this abnormal 
state.  If one could uncover such 
“weaknesses” they might be 
therapeutic opportunities.  A class 
of genes that encode proteins called 
receptor tyrosine kinases are often 
implicated in either glioma formation 
or progression (oncogenes).  Chen 
suggests that a side effect of these 
oncogenes is the creation of 
stress on the cell through reactive 
oxygen species (ROS) elevation. 
As a consequence the tumor cells 
require compensatory mechanisms 
to deal with this stress and in 
principle, blocking the compensatory 
mechanisms (in this case Parp1) 
could arrest tumor growth.  Dr. Styles 
discussed a transcription factor called 
olig2 which is present in all diffuse 
gliomas.  Olig2 is able to block the 
activity of p53, a very important 
mediator of glioma.  In tumors that 
retain p53, olig2 is elevated and 
blocks p53 function apparently by 
impeding the ability of p53 to bind 

to its target sites on the promoters of 
effector genes.  

Drs. Weschsler-Reya and Ayrault 
discussed another tumor of the brain, 
medulloblastoma that arise in the  
cerebellum.  Dr. Wechsler used elegant 

analysis of patched 
murine models to 
identify a granule 
neuron progenitor as 
the cell type that 
experiences rapid 

tumor expansion in this tumor type 
that represents about 25% of 
medulloblastomas.  Using retroviral 
delivery of cMYC and DNp53 he has 
developed a model of large cell 
anaplastic tumors that are the most 
severe type.  These should allow 
important advances in understanding 
all medulloblastoma types.  Dr. Ayrault 
is able to manipulate mouse models 
of medulloblastoma to culture the 
tumor cells and study their properties.  
He has identified a synergistic 
cooperation of ATOH1 (a transcription 
factor) together with activation of the 
SHH pathway.  He showed compelling 
evidence that the major defect in 
these tumor cells is the loss of 
differentiation capacity thus making 
“differentiation therapy” a plausible 
mode of attack on these tumors.

Session III 
Dr. Tracy Batchelor reviewed 

the current status of anti-angiogenic 
therapy including the 2009 Food 
and Drug Administration approval of 
bevacizumab, a monoclonal antibody 
targeting vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) ligand, for recurrent 
glioblastoma. He reviewed potential 
mechanisms of action of anti-VEGF 
therapeutics including evidence for 
“normalizing” tumor blood vessels.  
Normalization of tumor vessels 
has the clinical benefit of reducing 
the brain edema associated with 
glioblastoma.  The rationale and 
promise of combining anti-VEGF 
therapy and radiation was reviewed.

Conventional MRI scans are 
routinely obtained to monitor 
patients with brain tumors.  However, 
newer, advanced, mechanistic MRI 
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techniques may tell us more about 
the biology of malignant brain 
tumors and may offer a non-invasive 
means of monitoring physiological 
changes in these tumors during 
therapy.  Dr. Greg Sorensen reviewed 

the use of these MRI 
techniques in a study of 
31 glioblastoma 
patients in which a 
number of biological 
effects of anti-VEGF 

therapy were detectable.  MRI 
techniques are being developed to 
predict patients who will or will not 
respond to anti-angiogenic therapy. 

Dr. John Ebos 
reviewed the potential 
adverse effects of anti-
angiogenic agents 
including provocative 
data generated in mouse 
models of cancer that anti-angiogenic 
therapies, in the form of receptor 
tyrosine kinase inhibitors, may 
increase the metastatic potential of 
certain tumor types.   These 
observations raise potentially 
important questions regarding the 
timing of anti-angiogenic therapy and 
the possible benefit of drug 
combinations to reduce the possibility 
of this effect.

The importance of the brain 
tumor microenvironment was 
highlighted and reviewed by Dr. 
Gabrielle Bergers.   The beneficial 

effect of bevacizumab 
on brain tumors is 
transient and the tumor 
eventually becomes 
more invasive through 
a number of potential 

pathways.  She reviewed preclinical 
glioma models that implicate a 
number of cytokines, c-MET, SDF1, in 
this switch to a more infiltrative 
tumor growth pattern.  Possible 
molecular targets to prevent or 
reverse this invasive tumor growth 
were reviewed.

… such a great platform for the 
brain storming sessions. I truly 
enjoyed those tremendously, 
learned a lot and got some new 
vision.  The restrictions of five slides 
were perfect for the discussions. 

- Gabriele Bergers

Session IV
This session was chaired by Dr. 

Chuck Styles and emphasized the use 
of mouse models to study glioma.  Dr. 
Kwon presented his very preliminary 
studies in which he is using material 
derived from NF1; p53;Pten based 
tumor models to identify genes that 
are transcriptionally modified in a 
significant way compared to the 
expression in neural progenitors 
which are the source for these 
tumors.  He has used these data to 
compare with the TGCA data and find 
commonalities.  As a first example 
of his proposed method, Dr. Kwon 
has identified a gene that is highly 
expressed both in human and mouse 
tumors and that is implicated in 
controlling reactive oxygen species, a 
potentially damaging agent in tumor 
development. He discussed the 
methods of validation of this gene and 
moreover the approaches he plans to 
take to identify additional genes in a 
high throughput manner.  This was a 
good platform for discussion of the 
many technical obstacles the field is 
faced with.

 Dr. Holland discussed his PDGF 
inducible glioma mouse models in the 
context of Ink4a/Arf null background.  
Injection of a retrovirus with either a 
nestin or GFAP promoter can induce 
tumor development and he proposes 
this as a powerful model to study 
tumor development of PDGFR sub-
classes.  Dr. Holland presented some 
mathematical models that would 
support the stochastic capacity of 
tumor formation as a function of the 
rate of mutation and proliferation 
in the pool of potentially tumor 
forming cells.  In this scenario, in 

principle, any cell could undergo the 
appropriate number of mutations to 
give rise to glioma.  In another set 
of experiments in which his group 
uses side population FACS sorting to 
enrich for tumor cells, Dr. Holland 
demonstrated that agents such as 
temozolimide enrich this population 
resulting in more aggressive 
tumorigenic cells.  

Dr. Becher studies diffuse 
infiltrating pontine gliomas, a very 
rare but terrible form of glioma in 
children.  These tumors arise in the 
Pons and are very aggressive.  In a 
novel set of experiments Dr. Becher 
provided compelling evidence that 
he can successfully model this rare 
tumor in mice.  This is a huge advance 
since due to their rarity, material to 
study these tumors is very difficult to 
obtain.  Dr. Becher plans to use this 
model to identify therapeutic targets 
that may enhance the treatment of 
this disease. 

In the final session, Dr. Parada 
expanded on the discussion of 
physiologically relevant mouse 
models and their potential to provide 
more informative and a quantitative 
evaluation of therapeutic modalities.  
The cancer stem cell hypothesis was 
further discussed in a continuation of 
discussion broached by Drs, Holland 
and Wechsler-Reya, among others.  
The value of continued development 
of models not only for validation 
and biological studies but also as 
improved pre-clinical models of 
glioma was discussed.

In summary, the meeting 
embodied many of the current and 
timely topics that surround continued 
efforts by both clinicians and basic 
scientists to tackle this devastating 
disease that is not curable.  It can be 
said that there was a dynamic, candid, 
and open-minded discussion that 
served to both educate both sides of 
this front and to identify possibilities 
for collaboration.
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Forum Planning
2010:  Cancer Genomics 2011: Epigenetics & Drug Therapy

2010 Chairmen:  Richard Kolodner and Michael Stratton 2011 Chairmen:  Scott Armstrong and Steven Henikoff

Cancer is a genetic disease.  Increased cancer susceptibility 
can result from inherited mutations in tumor suppressor genes and 
oncogenes as well other genes.  In addition, in both inherited and 
the much more common sporadic cancers, mutations arise that 
drive the development and progression of the cancer.  Decades of 
research have led to an understanding of the types of pathways 
that become genetically and epigenetically compromised in 
cancer; however, a comprehensive understanding of the genetics 
of all tumor types is not yet available.

In recent years it has been possible to bring therapies to 
the clinic that are targeted to genetic defects found in cancer.  
The classic example is the treatment of Chronic Myelogenous 
Leukemia (CML).  This disease is characterized by a specific 
chromosomal translocation resulting in the breakage and fusion 
of two genes to create the novel, mutant BCR-ABL fusion gene.  
The expression of this fusion gene drives tumorigenesis in this 
disease.  The development of a class of agents that inhibit the 
BRC-ABL oncoprotein, which is only expressed in CML cells has 
dramatically improved the prognosis of patients diagnosed with 
CML.  Many other such anti-cancer drugs have been developed 
or are under development for treating other types of cancer.  
However, the ability to more broadly implement these types of 
therapies will require a much more comprehensive understanding 
of the genetic and epigenetic changes in different cancers.

Since the successful sequencing of the human genome, 
there have been rapid advances in the development of genomic 
technologies.  These new technologies, which are advancing and 
evolving at a rapid rate, have made it possible to gain a much more 
detailed understanding of the types of genetic changes present 
in cancers.  For example, it is now possible to detect genetic 
changes that occur at low frequencies in different cancer types 
and begin to explore whether such mutations are bystander 
mutations or whether they influence the development and 
progression of cancer, and therefore might guide the development 
of targeted therapeutics.  In addition, it is also possibly to map the 
types of genome rearrangements that occur in cancers in much 
greater detail.  In parallel with these developments has been the 
development of sophisticated bioinformatics needed for analyzing 
the much larger data sets being generated.  Over the next few years, 
it is likely that our ability to explore the genetics of individual 
cancers will expand by a previously unanticipated extent.

In this rapidly evolving field, the meeting, to be led by Dr. 
Richard Kolodner of the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research 
and Dr. Michael Stratton of the Sanger Center, will provide 
an important opportunity to explore our current state of 
knowledge of Cancer Genomics and the directions in which 
the field is moving.

Cancer development is a multi-step process with mutations in 
proto-oncogenes and tumor suppressor genes playing a well-defined 
role.  In this regard, cancer is a genetic disease. However, cellular 
mechanisms that control the differentiation state, survival and self-
renewal of cancer cells are often independent of mutations in DNA 
sequence and are increasingly recognized as critical for tumor 
development and progression.  These epigenetic mechanisms are 
largely a result of the multitude of chromatin modifications that 
control gene expression.  Since epigenetic changes are largely 
reversible, there is significant hope that therapies targeting these 
modifications may be particularly effective anti-tumor agents. 

The influence of chromatin structure on gene activity has 
been appreciated for decades, and experiments performed in 
model organisms have clearly demonstrated a role for chromatin 
structure during normal development.  Indeed, the control 
of chromatin modifications is central to the activation and 
inactivation of gene expression programs that control cell fate 
decisions.  Activation or repression of gene expression during 
development is controlled by an intricate and highly complex set 
of histone and DNA modifications that are determined by specific 
enzymes such histone methyltransferases, acetyltransferases, 
demethylases, and deacetylases among others.

It is increasingly clear that chromatin-modifying enzymes critical 
for normal development are also critical for cancer development.  
The influence of epigenetics in cancer biology ranges from a direct 
role in disease initiation where epigenetic regulators are mutated 
leading to aberrant gene expression, to a role in disease progression 
and drug resistance where widespread abnormalities in chromatin 
structure influence tumor behavior and therapeutic response.  As 
a specific enzyme controls each of the chromatin modifications, 
there is tremendous potential for new drug development if we 
can determine which enzymes are controlling cancer causing 
gene expression programs in which cancers.  Recent trials have 
demonstrated clinical efficacy of histone deacetylase inhibitors 
and DNA methyltransferase inhibitors providing evidence that 
targeting epigenetic programs can be effective.  Importantly, these 
new therapies targeting epigenetic mechanisms are well tolerated.  
This work lays the foundation for what will hopefully be an ever 
expanding number of new therapies that target epigenetic control 
of gene expression in cancer cells.

The 2011 Forum to be led by Dr. Steven Henikoff of the 
Fred Hutchison Cancer Research Center and Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute, and Dr. Scott Armstrong of Children’s Hospital 
Boston and Harvard Medical school will provide an opportunity 
to discuss the current state of the biology of epigenetic gene 
regulation, and how we can apply this knowledge to develop 
new therapeutic approaches for cancer patients.



Having lost my father 
to cancer, I’m really 
grateful to be involved 
with the foundation. 
It’s an amazing thing 
to interact with the 
scientists who have 
dedicated their life’s 
work to fighting this 
important battle. 
Thank you for creating 
an organization that 
so effectively targets 
this terrible disease.

- Jeannie Gallucci

member of Scholar Board

The results of these studies are beginning to 
emerge and a few months ago the results of 
studies on one tumor type were announced. 

Rather than one or two changes in the DNA 
of tumor cells, many hundreds of differences 
were observed in just one tumor type. This 
indicates the complexity of the problem is 
much greater than many people imagined.

All the work on the sequencing of the DNA 
of different tumor types will help in further 
sub-typing the disease. This will ultimately 
lead to complementing our approach to 
disease diagnosis. However, the use of all 
this information to identify new treatment 
strategies remains problematic. If so many 
changes routinely occur in specific tumor 
types how can one develop treatments that 
will work selectively.  Perhaps the approach 
to treatments we have today that are designed 
to target cells that are simply going through 
division will be with us for many years 
to come. The implementation of targeted 
therapies designed specifically to kill different 
tumor types will prove to be the exception 
rather than the rule.  Nature can outsmart man 
time and time again and we are still learning 
about the complexities of the cells in our cells 
and bodies. 

Perhaps the most important thing in 
our research into understanding the causes 
of cancer is to keep the work in context. 
Sequencing the DNA of normal and tumor 
cells is critical in our scientific understanding 
of the cause of the disease. It almost certainly 
will help in the short term to sub-type tumors 
into those with a good and bad prognosis.  
In the long term it may help in treating the 
disease but this is for the future. The press 
tends to exaggerate what can be done and 
this misleads the public into thinking a cure 
is around the corner. 

The 2010 Forum Foundation will bring 
together a group of scientists and clinicians 
to review the latest information available 
from the DNA sequencing projects.  Driving 
collaboration between scientists and 
clinicians in these areas must drive progress 
and I am confident that this will be an 
extremely successful meeting, with defined 
outcomes. We have outstanding scientists 
running the 2010 Forum and I wish the team 
every success. My thanks also go to all of our 
supporters, who through their efforts, make 
the Forum meetings possible. 
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Scientific Advisory Board Report
Continued from Page 1

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for giving me the privilege 
of being a scholar of your foundation. 
The unique concept of the Forbeck 
meeting has contributed much to 
my development as a scientist. I was 
honored to meet some of the greatest 
scientist in my field and other fields 
in person, to share my results with 
them and to discuss scientific issues. 
Furthermore I made a lot of new 
friends during the meetings that I was 
very happy to meet every year and it 
was great to see the progress in the 
research of each one of them. I am sure 
I will stay in touch with some of the 
people in years to come.

Michal Safran, PhD

Tel Hashomer, Israel

Jeannie and Jane Gallucci with friends at the Blue Jean Ball

Scholars Christina Cole and Stephanie 
Sarantopoulos enjoy a break for lunch and a boat 
ride on Larry and Sue Larkin’s launch, Sea Lark.

THE 2009 BLUE JEAN BALL

2009 SCHOLAR RETREAT AT 
LAKE GENEVA, WI.



Blue Jean Ball
The Scholar Board 

had another successful 
year.  We were very 
nervous about the 
economy and even 
discussed not having 
an event in 2009.  In 
the end we netted 

a positive income for the year after the 
event and meeting costs.  This is a huge 
testament to the efforts of the Scholar 
Board and the support of our wonderful 
community.  One event that helped to 
counteract the economic downturn 
was the addition of a golf outing at Dan 
MacLean’s beautiful private Lakewood 
Golf Course.  We thank Dan for allowing 
us to spend the day at this very special 
course.  The event was organized by Galen 
Eckland and Tom Theys.  We were fully 
booked and we expect it to be again this 
year.  Contact us early this summer if you 
are interested in playing in September!

Scholar Retreat
Although the Retreat had a couple 

cancellations due to flu right before the 
meeting, the extra time allowed for longer, 
in depth discussions with enthusiastic 
participation.  At the end we heard about 
a number of potential collaborations that 
developed during the meetings.  Senior 
scientist Inder Verma and Scholar Ingo 
Mellinghoff planned to work on an 
idea based on Ingo’s  presentation on 
Glioblastoma models.  Kim Kelly had 
numerous collaborations that developed 
during her four years of attending the 
Scholar Retreats.

Jan Karlseder did a great job organizing 
and chairing the 2009 Retreat, especially 
considering the last minute schedule 
changes.  We are looking forward to seeing 
Ned Sharpless who has been planning the 
2010 Retreat and has a very exciting list of 
mentors.  We are pleased to announce that 
Kim Kelly has been invited to chair the 
2011 Retreat.  These past scholars work 
with our Scientific Advisory Board to plan 
upcoming Scholar Retreats.  It is exciting 
to see them continue to be involved with 
the program at this level.

My thanks to all,

THE OBJECTIVE of the Foundation’s 
Scholar Board is to organize and fund the 
annual Scholar Retreat in Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin.  Funding is provided through 
direct contributions and proceeds from a 
golf event and the Blue Jean Ball.
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Thanks for the Forbeck 
foundation’s hospitality 
and a very exciting 
scientific program.  I not 
only enjoyed the science, 
but also forged a 
collaboration, unlikely 
to have happened 

without my listening to Ingo Mellinghoff 
talk about the Glioblastoma model. 

- Inder Verma, PhD

Foundation Scholar Board

Jamie Forbeck Collins

Jamie Collins

Christoph Oettinger and Galen Eckland 
chaired the “Blue Jean Ball” committee

THE SCHOLAR BOARD
Seth Beers Denver, CO
Brendan Cashman Chicago, IL
Benjamin Collins Lake Geneva, WI
Jamie Collins Lake Geneva, WI
Chandler Dimberg Chicago, IL
Galen Eckland Oregon, WI
Brian Fanning Lake Geneva, WI
Liz Fanning Lake Geneva, WI
Austen Forbeck Boulder,CO
Jeannie Gallucci Chicago, IL
Lisa Garrison Chicago, IL
Matt Gerdes Chicago, IL
Michael Goetsch Chicago, IL
Nicole Goetsch Chicago, IL
Aaron H. Jesser Chicago, IL
Marie Kropp Longboat Key, FL 
Bridgid Kyle Chicago, IL
John E. Lehman, III Chicago, IL
Cindy Maher Lake Geneva, WI
Christoph Oettinger Schaumburg, IL
Glenn D. Pankau Chicago, IL
Dick Payne Lake Geneva, WI
Mollie Ring Chicago, IL
Bryant Rowean Chicago, IL
Nicole Rowean Chicago, IL
Aaron Taylor Chicago, IL
Chrissie Taylor Chicago, IL
Jaymie Youngquist Lake Geneva, WI

•  Mark your calendars for the Blue Jean 
Ball!  September 18th

•  Sign up to play in the Golf outing – 
September 18th

• Donate auction items.
• Help find sponsors.

HOW TO CONTACT the
SCHOLAR BOARD

•  Scholar Board page on web site  
www.wgfrf.org

• Email: jrboard@wgfrf.org
• Contact any Scholar Board member

HOW YOU CAN HELP

SPONSOR A SCHOLAR
Directly fund a Scholar’s attendance and 

participation in the meeting for 
four consecutive years.

2008
Tom and Pat Theys

Dalco Metal
Julie Ieronimo

2009
Brendan & Danielle Cashman

Christian and Michelle Nimmo
Christoph & Gretchen Oettinger

Michael Leason

SPONSOR A MENTOR
Fund a senior investigator’s attendance at a 

Scholar Retreat.

William Blair and Company

RESEARCH SPONSOR
Fund a scientist’s attendance at the Scholar 

Retreat for 1 year.

Mary Kay Ring
Geneva Investment

BLUE DENIM DONOR
Sponsors make generous contributions, 
to help cover the up front expenses of 

the annual fundraiser.

Thomas Murray
Culture 22

E Street Denim 
Terlato Wines International
George Williams Campus

Thank you to all our auction 
item donors as well!
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Awards: “FOCUS on the FUTURE” Program

The William Guy Forbeck 
Research Foundation is pleased 
to sponsor this program to further 
the advance of cancer research.  
The “Scholar Award” recognizes 
promising young scientists working 
in this field.

The Foundation looks for 
outstanding clinician or post-doctoral 
fellows with an interest in cancer 
research.  Award recipients are invited 
to attend the Foundation Forum held 
in November in Hilton Head Island, 
South Carolina.  After receiving 
this award, scholars are invited to 
participate in the Scholar Retreat 
held in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.

Nominations are made by letter of 
recommendation from the applicant’s 
director of studies, including a short 
synopsis of the applicant’s research 
interest and a brief explanation of 
why this individual is recommended.  
Nominations are due in the spring of 
each year.

The Foundation received a number 
of very qualified applications for the 
2009 Forbeck Scholar Award.  The 
Scientific Advisory Board selected 
four outstanding young scientists 
to attend the 2009 Forum in Hilton 
Head and receive this award.  The 
Foundation was pleased to present 
this year’s Scholar Award to these 
talented young researchers.

The FORBECK
SCHOLAR AWARD

2009 SCHOLARS

Clark and Sonya Chen with Oren and Loren Becher

Olivier Ayrault, 
PhD is currently a 
Post-doctoral Fellow 
in the Department of 
Tumor Cell Biology 
and Genetics at 
St. Jude Research 

Center.  Olivier was nominated by 
Martine Roussel, PhD and is currently 
working on the role of Math1/Atoh1, 
a basic-helix-loop-helix transcription 
factor, during cerebellar development 
and in medulloblastoma. He has been 
an integral part of the Brain Tumor 
Program at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital and has published seven 
manuscripts since 2005 - three of 
them as co-first author in top journals 
including Molecular Cell and Genes and 
Development. Olivier received a B.S. 
and M.S. in Biology and Biochemistry 
from the University of Poitiers and his 
PhD from the University of Paris VII.

Oren Becher, MD was nominated to 
the Scholar program by Dr. Richard 
O’Reilly of the Memorial Sloan Cancer 
Center. Oren’s current research is 
focused on brainstem gliomas, a great 
challenge in pediatric oncology. He is 
using the RCAS/tva system to model 
brainstem gliomas.  By overexpressing 
PDGF in nestin expressing cells 
that line the 4th ventricle, Oren can 
generate brainstem gliomas that look 
histologically like diffuse infiltrating 
pontine gliomas.  His newly acquired 
expertise in mouse models of cancer is 
ideally suited for investigations into the 
mechanisms of pediatric malignancies.” 

Oren received his MD 
from Johns Hopkins 
University and his 
B.A. in Biochemistry 
and Economics from 
the University of 
Pennsylvania.  He 
instructor in the 
Department of 
Pediatrics at Memorial 
Sloan Cancer Center.

Clark Chen, MD, PhD is currently an 
Instructor in Neurosurgery and Radiation 
Oncology at the Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute and will soon be promoted to 
Assistant Professor.  He was nominated to 
the Scholar program by Dr. Alan D’Andrea. 
Clark performed his MD-PhD at Harvard 
Medical School and completed his PhD at 
the University of California in San Diego. 
He completed his Neurosurgery residency 
at Massachusetts General Hospital in 
2008.  While Clark was Chief Resident 
of Neurosurgery, he was awarded the 
Burroughs-Wellcome Physician-Scientist 
Award.  He has an extraordinary publication 
record on the genetic regulation of 
mutagenesis in yeast and mammalian cells 
and currently has focused his research on 
the biology of glioblastoma.

Chang-Hyuk Kwon, PhD 
is an Assistant Professor 
in the Department of 
Neurological Surgery and 
Tumor Microenvironment 
Program at the Ohio State 
University Medical Center.  

He was recommended to the Scholar Program 
by Dr. Luis Parada. Chang’s existing research 
looks at understanding the role of the tumor 
microenvironment in glioma invasion. His 
research has focused on the role of tumor 
suppressor inactivation in the formation of 
glioblastoma. He is also screening molecular 
changes driving the tumor formation by 
comparing the origin and tumor cells.  
According to Dr. Parada “Chang is… strongly 
committed to advancing our understanding 
of brain tumor biology.”  Chang received his 
B.S. and M.S. in Biochemistry from Yonsei 
University in Seoul, Korea and his PhD in 
Pathology from the University of Tennessee.

Thank you again for the honor of 
the Forbeck Scholar as well as the 
opportunity to attend this two day forum.  
The forum afforded me the opportunity 
to have meaningful discussions with 
investigators whose works and careers 
had been inspiration to me.  As such, 
these interactions not only influenced 
the direction of my future research 
but meant a great deal to me in a very 
personal way.  I have sought out their 
guidance and potential collaboration 
since my return from the forum.

- Clark Chen, MD, PhD



2010 FOCUS MEETING
Past Scholar, Jim Amatruda, requested 
funding to hold a think tank.  The Scientific 
Advisory Board, overwhelmingly 
approved.  We will be excited to see the 
result of Jim’s meeting in October.  

By Jim Amatruda 
Germ cell tumors 
(GCTs) are cancers 
that occur in infants, 
children and young 
adults and constitute 
the most common 
cancer diagnosis in men ages 15-40 
(testicular cancer). These neoplasms arise 
from germline stem cells that have the 
capacity to make any cell type in the body.  
The tumors reflect this unique heritage, 
occurring in a remarkable variety of 
forms with different biological behaviors.  
Yet, nearly a half-century into the “War 
on Cancer”, we really understand next to 
nothing about how or why GCTs arise.  
No gene mutations that cause these 
cancers are known, and no animal models 
of the disease exist. This lack of biologic 
understanding means that no advances in 
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THE 5TH SCHOLAR RETREAT
September 17-20th, 2009
By Jan Karlseder

The 5th scholar 
retreat took place from 
September 17th to 20th in 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, 
and was another 
spectacular success. The 
meeting was attended 
by scholars honored with the award in the 
years 2005, 2006, 2007 and 
2008.  A few cancellations 
were compensated by the 
enthusiastic participation and 
wonderfully lively discussions 
by the scholars of the other 
years. Meeting guidelines 
followed the famous 5-slide-
rule established in the Hilton 
Head meetings, which led to 
vigorous scientific exchange 
and in depth discussion of 
numerous cancer related 
topics.

While a single topic is 
discussed at the forum 
in Hilton Head, the 
Scholar retreat harbors 
representatives of four 

previous different topics. This arrangement 
leads to extraordinarily stimulating 
discussions, and at the same time allows 
the participants to learn from each other 
and expand their horizon to areas of 
cancer research that they are not directly 
involved in. Consequently the educational 
aspects of the scholar retreat are strongly 
enhanced.

One of the most important features 
of the scholar retreat is the mixing of 

cancer therapeutics are on the horizons 
in GCT. The urgency of this task is 
underscored by the increasing incidence 
of germ cell tumors worldwide—in some 
countries amounting to a doubling of risk 
every twenty years. Moreover, although 
the therapy for GCT is generally effective, 
emerging evidence shows that long-
term survivors have twice the risk of 
developing second malignant neoplasms 
and early onset of cardiovascular 
disease.  Our understanding of the 
origin and biology of GCTs greatly lags 
in comparison to other cancers such as 
childhood leukemias, neuroblastomas, 
retinoblastoma and Wilm’s tumor.  The 
genes that control growth and cause 
cancer in somatic cells may be different 
from those that derange germ cells or 
stem cells. The recent explosion in interest 
in pluripotent stem cell biology brings 
new excitement and opportunities to 
understand germ cell tumors. Emerging 
scientific evidence—from the proposed 
leaders and participants in this seminar—
point to a critical role of stem cell genes 
and processes in the development of germ 

2009 ATTENDEES
SENIOR INVESTIGATORS
Jan Karlseder, PhD The Salk Institute La Jolla, CA
Arthur Alberts, PhD Van Andel Institute Grand Rapids, MI
Reuben Shaw The Salk Institute La Jolla, CA
Inder M. Verma The Salk Institute La Jolla, CA

2005 SCHOLARS
Kimberly Kelly, PhD Massachusetts General Hosp Charlestown, MA
Ingo K. Mellinghoff, MD University of California Los Angeles, CA

2007 SCHOLARS
Kristinia Cole, MD, PhD Children’s Hosp of Philadelphia Swarthmore, PA
Jun Lu, PhD MIT Cambridge, MA
Andrea Ventura, MD, PhD Sloan Kettering  New York, NY

2008 SCHOLARS
Joshua Brody, MD Stanford University Palo Alto, CA
Russell Jones, MD McGill University Montreal, Canada
Stefanie Sarantopoulos, MD, PhD UNC Lineberger Cancer Ctr Chapel Hill, NC
Lili Yang, PhD California Inst. Of Tech. Pasadena, CA

young scientists in various stages of their 
careers. Some participants are just about 
to transition from being a postdoc to 
their first faculty position, while others 
have spent a year or two as heads of 
laboratories already, and again some are 
even more advanced in their careers.  
What everybody has in common is a 
deep understanding and respect of the 
hurdles that young scientists face. Many 
discussions about grant writing, hiring of 

lab personnel and writing of 
publications ensued.

Four mentors participated 
in the meeting, also spanning 
a range of career stages, 
with Dr. Inder Verma being 
the most distinguished and 
presenting the opening 
speech on Thursday evening. 
All of the mentors were 
highly impressed with 
the quality of the science 
presented by the scholars, 
and it was wonderful to see 
a number of collaborations 
between senior and junior 
scientists develop on the 
spot in Lake Geneva.

cell tumors. Linking cancer to stem cells 
(not “cancer” stem cells but normal stem 
cells) is a paradigm shift. This conference 
will, for the first time, bring the leading 
experts worldwide in germ cell tumor 
biology and the clinical management of 
germ cell tumors together with leaders 
in the fields of stem cell biology, creating 
a new collaborative network to advance 
the understanding and treatment of germ 
cell tumors. 

Notice to current and past

Scholars
The Foundation has redesigned 
the Focus Meeting concept.  Focus 
meetings will now be a vehicle to 
further the research of Forbeck 
Scholars by conducting their own 
meeting along the lines of the 
Foundation’s annual Forum and 
Retreat.  See our web site for further 
information and application.  We look 
forward to working with our Scholars 
in the future!  



2010 FINANCIAL REPORT

10

The accounting firm of Cherry, Bekaert and Holland audits the 
Foundation’s financial records annually.
The Foundation has established a very sound financial position.  
Steady growth in income has allowed the Foundation to expand its 
program in additional funded projects and now through the efforts 
of the Scholar Board, the “Scholar Retreat.”  The Trustees continue to 
aim at a very high mark - that 85% of the total expense goes directly 
to support scientific programs.  In 2010, there were unusually high 
administrative expenses and 64.3% of all expenses funded scientific 
activities.

BASIS OF SUPPORT
The William Guy Forbeck Research Foundation desires and has a 
broad base of support.  Of major significance to the Foundation are 
the contributions from many individuals and their families.  Many 
people have chosen to use the Foundation as a fitting memorial 
gift.  A number of corporations and other foundations have also 
supported the Foundation with contributions, some having very 
rigorous qualifications for grants.
In 2010, the Scholar Board raised funds through their Fallfest fund 
raising event and contributions.  They exceeded their goal in funding 
the costs of the Scholar Retreat.

EXPENSES
Historically, 80%-90% of the total expenses go directly to supporting 
the annual Forum and Foundation projects.  
Membership information costs include the annual newsletter, 
member mailings, the video and the web page.
In 2008, the Foundation had unusual expenses, most significantly 
for an extensive legal review to insure that the Foundation is in 
compliance with many new regulations, as well as increased 
government reporting requirements.
The Foundation Trustees participate at their own expense.  
Administration expenses include auditing costs, as well as printing 
and postage expense.  As the Foundation increases its scientific 
activity, there will be increased administrative costs to meet the 
challenge of the strategic goals.
Members of the Scientific Advisory Board attend the Forum meeting 
in Hilton Head and hold their annual meeting at that time.  The SAB 
provides the technical direction for the Forum and the Foundation.

We will enhance this core mission by increasing 
collaboration with other similar organizations on 
a global basis and expand our support of individual 
efforts being undertaken by researchers in multiple 
settings.

FOCUS MEETINGS:  In addition to continuing 
with our high quality flagship events, the the annual 
Forum in Hilton Head, SC and the Scholar Retreat in 
Lake Geneva, WI., we will increase our ability to foster 
collaboration by funding Focused Research Sessions.  
The Scientific Advisory Board has recommended that 
we continue to foster the work of the Scholars by 
funding meetings that they consider appropriate. Our 
premise is that the scholars of today will form the key 
scientists and clinicians of the future. By continuing 
to support these individuals through creating a 
forum for them to exchange ideas with their peers in 
different specialties we are sure that progress will be 
sustained.  Requests for funding of such meetings will 
be reviewed by the Foundations Scientific Advisory 
Board and approved by the Board of Directors to 
ensure that our work remains cost effective.  

INTERNATIONAL NEUROBLASTOMA 
STAGING SYSTEM:  In addition to the above, we 
propose continuing our support of the work of the 
scientists and clinicians supporting the International 
Neuroblastoma Staging System community.  This may 
require that we  reach out to either larger charitable 
bodies or other Neuroblastoma organizations to 
collaborate on projects.  We realize that some of 
these projects may require funding beyond our 
current scope which will make collaboration with 
other organizations  an integral part of our strategic 
planning process.

5-YEAR PLAN:  The end result of this strategic 
planning effort will be a 5-years plan that will not only 
detail the various activities that will be supported but 
will also include a financial and operational support 
structure for achieving the established goals and  
objectives.  As mentioned above, this plan will identify 
areas of growth where we believe the Foundation can 
make the biggest impact.  As with all good strategic 
management teams, the Board of Trustees and the 
Scientific Advisory Board will review this plan on an 
annual basis to not only measure our progress but to 
also make any course corrections, if necessary.  

It is this rigorous strategy formulation and review 
processes that will ensure that we remain scientifically 
and organizationally relevant and continue to serve as 
a major catalyst towards the improvement in care and 
ultimate cure of neuroblastoma and all other forms of 
cancer.

Strategic Planning
Continued from Page 1

Luis Taveras, Ph.D.
Chairman: Stratigic Planning Committee

8.0%
Scientific
Advisory

Board

2.4%
Funded
Projects

23.8%
Scholar Retreat

6.0%
Membership 
Information

29.7%
Administrative

30.20%
Forum
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Benefactors

Honoraria

In Memorium

Amgen USA
The Andersons
Linda and John Anderson Charitable Fndn
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Anderson
Aon Foundation
Aqua Salon
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Arrix
The Arthurs
Clair and Sharon Aspenson
William N. Auriemma
John O. Batchelor & Cristina J. Rinaldi
Alben F and Clara G Bates Foundat’n
Mr. Glenn Biller
Tim and Susan Black
Ms. Margaret A. Bodnar
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Bollero, Jr.
Charles and Cecilia Bona
Chris Bona
Phyllis Bona
Thomas and Melva Breitenstein
Bertil and Ulla Brunk
Jennifer and Jim Buchanan
Charlie and Linda Carey
Juels and Sally Carlson
Brendan and Danielle Cashman
Thomas and Jacqueline Cashman
Bruce and Davi-Ellen Chabner
Mr. Ed Chez and Camille DeFrank
Chinawest Jewelers
Clear Water Day Spa
David and Dorcas Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Curt Coolidge
Michael and Cathleen Corey
Robert and Jeanne Couffer
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Cox
Joe and Joella Cramblit
Dalco Metals, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Hanley Dawson
Thomas and Jo Ann Demartino
Gale and Dave Dewar
Karen and Barry Diekelman
Diane and Chandler Dimberg
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Dousman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Drawdy, Sr.
E Street Denim
Margaret Eklof
Elgin Toyota
Linda P. Ellis
Rebecca Esch
Ira K. and Susan C. Evans
Scott and Wendy Farber
George Farnsworth
Stanley H. & Theodora L. Feldberg Fund
Bradley and Rebecca Fideler
Jennifer and George Forbeck
Robert and Cathleen Forbeck
Ed and Sally Frick
Rob and Ann Furst

Mrs. William B. Gage, Sr
Rachel and Bill Gage
Frank and Kathleen Gazzolo
Mr. and Mrs. J. Jeffrey Geldermann
Mrs. John T. Geldermann
Jane F. Geldermann
Robert and Dana Geldermann
Tom Geldermann
Genentech
Geneva Investment Mgmt of Chicago
Geneva Lake Conservancy
George T. Lewis, Jr. Foundation
Eric and Diane Geschke
Ray Geschke
Inger Gibson and Craig Tomera
Gordy’s Lakefront Marine
Mr. and Mrs. Hollis J. Griffin
Dean & Lois Griffith Foundation
An Grosshuesch & Quentin Ables
Babbie and Don Guscio
John and Dana Hagenah
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hanley
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Hannon, Jr
Anna and Paul Harmon
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Hatch
John and Helen Hawkinson
Healing Baskets, Inc
Don and Marilyn Hedberg
Jay and MaryBeth Hicks
Ms. Betty A. Horkey
Jim and Ann Howard
Mrs. Judith A. Howe
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel P. Huber
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel R. Huber
Mortimer G. and Susan V. Huber
J. P. Ieronimo
Jim Irmen
Terence J. Irmen
Mr. and Mrs. William Jackson
D. Elaine Jacobsen
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome J. Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Jagoe
Vance D. Jensen and Missy Hanahan
Aaron and Darcy Jesser
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Jesser
Jesser and Farber, LLP
Joe’s Bar on Weed St.
Bill and Helen Johnson
John and Elizabeth Jones
Robert H. Joyce
Mary O. Kasten
Ann and William O. Kasten
John and Margaret Kinzer
William M. Kinzer
Mary Anne Kirchschlager
George and Judy Kohl
Jeffrey and Sally Krogh
Mrs. Charles A. Kropp

Kay and John Kyle
John and Mimi Kyle
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Kyle
Montague and Ann Laffitte
Lake Geneva Oral Surgery
Tobey and Dennis Lannert
Mr. and Mrs. G. Curtis Lansbery
Larry and Sue Larkin
Michael and Stephanie Leason
Ann M. Lehman and Corado Cipria
John W. LoCicero
Daniel P Lyons & Mary K Russell
Martha and Jim Maddock
Wendy Manninen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Marks
Joe and Paulette Maslick
Judy and Michael Mason
Edgar and Lisa Massini
Nan and John Mattson
McCullough’s
Mrs. Maggie McGinley Field
McKee Family Foundation
Daniel McLean
Mr. and Mrs. Hans Melges
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Michel
Barbara Miller
Paul and Joan Millichap
Stephen and Kim Minette
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Miscevich
Lawrence and Colleen Moelmann
Terri and Robert W. Montgomery
Alice J. Morava
J. P. Morgan Chase Foundation
Gregory and Terri Mueller
Courtney and Sean Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Murray
James and Karen Nelson
John J. Neuhauser
Mr. Christian Nimmo
Leslie Nolan
Robert J. Nowlin
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Nugent
Chuck and Barbara Obligato
Christoph and Gretchen Oettinger
Mr. and Mrs. John O’Neill
Raymond and Joan Orseske
Otzen Family Foundation
Irene and Eric Pagh
Palmetto State Bank
Ms. Lorrie B. Paulson
Ms. Katherine J. Peters
Annette M. Peterson
Luanne and Douglas Peterson
Phibro Animal Health Corp
Mrs. Walter R. Phillips
Anthony and Charlene Picone
Michael and Judy Pinsky
Posen Family Foundation

Lois L. Pratt
Merlin R. Primus
Ross and Sally Prio
Hank and Sally Proesel
Kathy and George Putnam
QBE
Laurie Quindel
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ramsey
Christian and Molly Randle
Jane and Bill Reilly
Mollie Ring
Mary Kay Ring
Mr. Kurt Ripkey
William and Susan Rolander, Jr.
David A. Ross
Mr. James Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Sanders
Stefanie Sarantopoulos, MD, PhD
Patricia L. Schmidt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Schutz
Betty Shay
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sheldon
Shodeen Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Simon
Smith and Associates, Ltd.
Paul and Cecile Smith
Holly G. Starck
Tobias and Shari Steivang
Ms. Rosemary V. Stevens
Jane P. Sweetsir
Luis E. Taveras, Ph.D.
Terlato Wine Group
Terlato Family Foundation
Thomas and Patricia Theys
Sylvia J. Tinder
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy P. Tobin
Bill and Barbara Turner
Molly Vaile
Nan B. Vaile
Mr. Charles S. Vaughan
Mr. Howard A. Vaughan, III
Mr. Howard A. Vaughan, Jr.
Inder M. Verma, PhD
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Volkhardt
Jake and Mary Lynn Vrabel
William M. Walsh
Mr. Brent Welke
Murray and Pat Wheeler
Julie and Jim Ieronimo
the Abra Wilkin Fund
William Blair & Co
David and Nancy Williams
Jeannette M. Windon
William & Fran  Wolf
Susan and David Wright

Jamie Collins
Addison Piper Collins

Sam and Charlee Irmen
Kathy and Arvid Johnson

the Lehman Family
Bill and Diane Lehman
Ronald D. Turba

Bonnie Abwarish 
Bryan Barrow 
Rita Beveridge 
Irene Brody 
Lindsay Noble Buchanan 
Helen Chitrowski 
Nancy Ann Dunsmoor
Harry Strouse Eklof 
William Guy Forbeck 
Jane McMillan Frackelton 
William H. Frackelton, MD 
Jean Marie Frick 
Frank Gallucci, Sr. 

Frank Gallucci, Jr. 
David S. Gassel 
Patricia Gatziolis 
Joan Geldermann 
A. Sidney Gelfand 
Pearl Geschke 
Jacqueline Golding 
Joan Ellen Guth 
Susan Harrison 
Donald Herbkersman 
George Hine
Mary Agnes Huber 
James I. Huetson 

Richard A. Kinzer 
Gary K. Laatsch 
Jack Ladin 
Muriel Kane 
Larry S. Lawrence 
Dr. Bernard Rattner 
Heather Susan Magit 
Robert and Ruthanne Mason
William J. McGinley 
Lilyan Yidda Melshenker 
Elaine Michaels 
Dorothy F. Michaud 
Virginia Oliva 

Richard H. Pfeil, Sr. 
Harold Jay Platt 
Linda Porec 
Ronald E. Pratt 
Mark Reader 
Frederick L. Reed 
Carol G. Solheim 
Brent R. Starck 
Fred Waller 
Raphael M. Wolf

In grateful acknowledgement of our donors... (from January, 2009 thru March, 2010)



In AppreciationBoard of Trustees

Scientific Advisory Board

EMERITUS MEMBERS:

Mission

Strategies

The mission of the William Guy Forbeck Research Foundation is to promote advances in the field of oncology, 
particularly pediatric oncology, by shortening the cancer research timetable.

While the Foundation may provide grants for pilot research studies and educational efforts, its centerpiece activity 
will be an annual Forum, a scientific roundtable held at Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.
Attending the Forum each year will be twelve to fifteen physicians and scientists who will meet in a completely 
private “think tank” environment, where they can exchange ideas freely in the hope of building on each other’s 
ideas, knowledge, and experience.
The objective is not to discuss published research, but rather to provide a forum for the cross fertilization of ideas, 
concepts, and observations.
Participants will be invited to the Forum based on the recommendation of the Foundation’s Scientific Advisory 
Board, a distinguished panel of physicians and scientists.
We fully support the activities of the William Guy Forbeck Research Foundation Junior Board, particularly the 
Scholar Retreat.

Our heartfelt thanks go to all the 
people who have worked to make the 
activities of the Foundation a success.

We are grateful to the Scientific Advisory 
Board and the Forum participants, 
the scientists and clinicians whose 
leadership and effort are the front line 
in the war against Cancer.

Our special appreciation goes to the 
Foundation trustees, The Scholar Board 
and volunteers whose thoughtfulness, 
time and energy have done so much for 
the success of the Foundation and the 
Forums.

Most importantly, our thanks go to 
the hundreds of donors, individuals, 
businesses and foundations, whose 
financial support assures our continued 
work in Cancer research.

Sincere Thanks,

George and Jennifer Forbeck

David R. Barry, Jr.
Chicago, IL

Jamie F. Collins
Lake Geneva, WI

Charles H. Drawdy
Hampton, SC

Jennifer K. Forbeck
Hilton Head Island, SC

Edward R. Frick
Pinehurst, NC

Jeffrey C. Hadden
Weston, MA

Wm G. Herbkersman
Bluffton, SC

Terence J. Irmen
Sylvania, OH

T. L. Sam Irmen
Maumee, OH

Charles H. Jesser, CPA
Chicago, IL

Ann Huber Kasten
Winnetka, IL

Montague T. Laffitte
Bluffton, SC

Hayden Leason
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

Michael H. Leason
Aquadilla, PR

Luis E. Taveras, PhD
Ortley Beach, NJ

William Terlato
Lake Forest, IL

Thomas Theys
Fontana, WI

Henry Wagner, Jr. MD
Hershey, PA

Nancy Wellard
Hilton Head Island, SC

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
Joseph W. Black, MD
Hon. Sol Blatt, Jr.
James A. Buchanan
Thomas A. 
Geldermann
Hon. Ernest F. 
Hollings
Joseph Laver, MD

Bruce A. Chabner, MD
Massachusetts General Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts

Sara A. Courtneidge, MD
Burnham Institute for Medical Research
La Jolla, California

David E. Fisher, MD, PhD
Dana Farber Cancer Institute
Boston, Massachusetts

Michael Jensen, MD
City of Hope National Medical Center
Duarte, California

Jan Karlseder, PhD
The Salk Institute
La Jolla, CA

John T. Kemshead, PhD
Baxter Healthcare, Chicago, IL  and
University of Manchester, England

John D. Minna, MD
University of Texas
Dallas, Texas

Jean Y. J. Wang, PhD
University of California, San Diego
La Jolla, CA

Garrett M. Brodeur, MD
Webster K. Cavenee, PhD
Alan D’Andrea, MD
Isaiah Fidler, DVM, PhD
Arnold I. Freeman, MD

Ed Harlow, PhD
Laurence Helson, MD
Michael B. Kasten, MD, PhD
Philip A. Pizzo, MD

It is through your generous support that continuing research in the field of childhood cancer can be ensured. Contributions are tax deductible for federal IRS purposes. 
The IRS file number is 580063499. For additional information please fax: (843) 837-3088, visit our web site www.wgfrf.org or write: William Guy Forbeck Research 
Foundation, 23 Peninsula Drive, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926
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