
Quetzalcóatl History

Representations of Quetzalcóatl, a feathered serpent
occur as early as the Teotihuacán civilization of the
central plateau. Quetzalcóatl seems to be conceived
as a vegetation god at this time. An earth and water
deity closely associated with the rain god Tlaloc.
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The Toltec culture of the 9th through 12th centuries,
massed in the city of Tula. The Toltec prioritized war &
human sacrifice linked with the worship of their deities.
During this time Quetzalcóatl became the god of the
morning and evening star, and his temple was the
center of ceremonial life in Tula.
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An important myth described Quetzalcóatl as the
priest-king of the Toltec capital Tula. The god of the
night sky, Tezcatlipoca, expelled him from Tula by
performing black magic. Quetzalcóatl then wandered
down to the coast of the “divine water” (Atlantic Ocean)
to sacrifice himself on a pyre, emerging as the planet
Venus.
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The legend of the victory of Tezcatlipoca over 
 Quetzalcóatl is thought to likely reflect historical fact.
The first century of the Toltec was largely influenced
by the Teotihuacán culture, which inspired ideals of
priestly rule & peaceful behavior. Northern immigrants
began a social and religious revolution, with a military
ruling class seizing power from the priests.

Quetzalcóatl’s defeat likely symbolized the downfall
of the Classic Toltec culture. His sea voyage to the
east is thought to be connected with the invasion of the
Yucatán by the Itzá, a tribe that shared Toltec features.
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During the time of the Aztecs (14th through 16th
centuries), Quetzalcóatl became the patron of priests,
the inventor of the calendar & books, & the protector
of both goldsmiths & craftsmen. As the morning and
evening star, Quetzalcóatl was the symbol of death &
resurrection. It is said that along with Xolotl, a dog-
headed god, he descended to the underground hell of
Mictlan. 

There he gathered the bones of the ancient dead, &
anointed the bones with his own blood, giving birth to
those who inhabit the present universe.
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